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This collection consists of correspondence, plans, and specifications on the construction of sod houses. In 1932,
the Kansas State Historical Society put out a call for information about and instructions on constructing a sod
house, in order to create one in the museum when it was located at the Memoria Building in Topeka. The
collection includes all correspondence received from this request, handwritten and typed reminiscences from

around the country from men who built and lived in sod houses, as well as some of the standardized responses
sent by the Society's secretary.
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April 16, 1932

g:a Fragv&"'i'lo“'l
ge

Detes DIty Hanshe.
Dear lr., Sailorse

I want to thank you for the article about sod
houses written by L. O, Sutton.

I hope to build one in the museum this spring
or fall. e Capital carried a story some time ago
which was picked up by the issociated Press and the
United Press. The United Press story made it appear
that here in Kansas we don't lmow anything about sod
houses. As a result I have received more than seventy
letters from 2ll parts of the countrye~from Michigan
to Texas and from California to New Yorke-telling us
how to go about the job. These are most interesti
and many of them go into detail, As a matter of faet,
there are eight or ten men right here in Topeka who
have built and lived in sod houses and who are quale
ified to do the work, The principal difficulty is
to secure a sod that will withstand several handlings
and the necessary trucking.

If you publish any more articlee on sod houses
I will be glad to receive copies .

Sincerely yours,

Secretary
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Mrs, Sarah Smith,
Gilson, Illinois.

Dear lirs, Snith-

In behalf of the Historical Society I want to
thank you for your letter of recent date in responee
to0 our request for information about the construction
of sod houses.

Persons living in all parts of the country~-
from New York to California and from Canada to Texage=
have responded with detailed instruction, So widespread
an interest has convinced us that a sod house in our
miseun will be & unique historical exhibit and will ate
tract mundreds of visitors. The principal difficulty is
to secure a sod that will withstand several handlings
and the necessary trucking. There is no scarcity of men
who Ynow how to do the work; in Topeka alone there are
eight or ten who have built and lived in sod houses. b § 4
we can obtain suitable sod we expect to have the house
ready for inspection by Fall,

I with to thank you for your interest and to ine
vite you to visit the museum whenever you are in this
locality.

Sincerely yours,
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April 9, 1932

¥r. J. W, Smith,
Bellingham, Wakhington.

m“ ll!'. mm'

We received so many responses to our request
for information about the construction of sod houses
that it was impossible to answer all of them immediately, -
In behadf of the Historical Society I want to thank you
for your :I.-ttorLand for the information it contained.

('

Persons from all parts of the country--from
New York to California and from Michigan to Texag=-<have
responded with detailed instructions, So widespread an
interest has convinced us that a sod house in our museum
will be a unique historical exhibit and will attract
hundreds of visitors. The principal difficulty is-te
secure a sod that will withstand several handlings and
the necessary trucking, There is no scarcity of men who
know how to do the work; in Topeka alene there are eight
or ten who have built and lived in sod houses. If we can
obtain suitable sod we expect to have the house ready for
inepection by Fall.

1 want to thank you again for your interest,
and to invite you to vieit the museum ifepeucgre ever in
this locality.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary

P.B. Ypur letter was of special interest
and value and I very much appreciate your
assistance.
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Aprid 9, 1932

Mr. Be Ft SWk'
Bolivar, Missouri.

Dear Mr. Stragke

We received so many responses to our request
for information sbout the construction of sod houses
that it was impossible to anewer them a1l immediately.
In behulf of the Historical Society I want to thank you
for your letter and for the informetion it contained,

Persone living in all parte of the omt;ym
from New York to California and from Michigan to Texag==
have responded with detailed instructions. So widespread

an interest has convinced us that a sod house in our
miseunm will be a unique historicaed exhibit and will ate
tract hundreds of visibops. The principal difficulty
is t0 secure a sod that will withstand several handlings
and the necessary truckibg. There is no searcity of men
who know how to do the work; in Topeka 2lome there are
eight or ten who have built and lived in sod houses., If
we can obtain suitable sod we expect to have the house
ready for inspection by Fall.

I want to thank you again for your interest and
t0 invite you to visit the museum whewewer you are in
this locality.

Bincersly yours,

Secretary
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ESTABLISHED 1879

F. A. DAVIS COMPANY

PUBLISHERS

LG 232 EAST ERIE STREET
DEPARTMENT ROOM 200

CHICAGO
; Aor.I1I,1932

Mr.Kirk Meschem,
Topeka, Kans,

Dear Sir:

My dsughter sent me the enclosed elippimg from North Carolina,
Doubtless you have had many to tell you how to build a sod-house, which
seems very simple to the writer, who has helped to build them in Dajota
Territory. You might, by the way, be interestedin my book "Breaking Sod
on the Prairies, published by the World Book Co., of Yonkers,N.Y,

As I remember it, we broke sod anytime in the summer, perhaps late
summer might be better., We plowed deeply, so that the sod was at least four
to six inches thick. Then we cut the sod in lengths of tliree-to four -foot
strips. Sod with wire-grass in it was best as the grass roots helped to
hold the dirt toge ther, The sod should not be too dry as it crumbles. If eut
in strips too long it breakes in handling. £&s cut, the sod was laid on a

wagon bed, or better on boards laid upon the truck without the wagon-box. It
was piled eriss-cross so as to carry well.

The prairie was leveled off evenly. Two layers of sod with about three
inches of space between each layer, was laid on the ground, lengthwise, in the
i%ction in which the wall was to follow. The spawe between the sod was filled with
dirt, The depth of the wall could be whatever was desired. If wider, another layer
could be laid. Some walls were three-feet thick. The next layer of sod was cut so
as to lay in the opposite directi so0 that the t o lay@ra crossed each other,
something dike this #i# /7 /{1 i# fid##. Then thp next layer was laid straight.
Space between the layers was filled with dirt. Wooden frames were made for windows,
and doors, and set in as needed, and surrounded with sod.

Boards were laid across the top, at a sloping angle, for the roof. If
the structure was large enough, scantling was rested upon the walls, and covered
with the boards., The roof was then covered with tar-paper, and often covered with
sod, Sometimes the roof was not covered with sod. When s antling was used for the
support of the roof, the spaces between the scantling was filled with sod, The floor
of most sod houses was hardipan from which the surface soil had been removed. Rarely,
a settler whitewahsed the inner walls with some lime mixture. Often a frame shack
built for surmer use, was later completely enclosed with sod, which gave a much better
interior, In some cases a wooden floor was laid.

This is as I remember it, when as a boy I built such a house, and lived
in itnall alone during a ver y long winter. Stakes were driven into the mix walls
and supported for a bed. I had a kitchen stove, with a stove pipe running up
through the roof. My fuel was Buffalo Chips, or the dﬂrad menure of the buffalo.
Wire grass or huesh grass was the best sod.

ﬁ%mdad Sincerely Yours, -
CWT-SE Educational Manager
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spril 8, 1932

Mrs, Bessie Turmbaugh,
Havensville, Kansas.

Dear Mrs, Turnbaughe

We received so many responses to our request
for information about the construction of sod houses
that it was impossible to snswer them all immediately.
In behalf of the Historical Society I want to thank
you for your letter and for the informatiom it cone
tained.

Persons living in all parts of the oountrg-
from New York to Califormia and from Michigan to Texas-=
have responsed with detailed instructions. OSo widespresd
an interest has convinced us that a sod house in our
miseum will be & unique historical exhibit and will ate
tract hundreds of visitors, The principal difficulty

is to secure a =od that will withstand seversal handlings
and the negessary trucking, There is no sorrcity of men
who know how to do the work; in Topeka alome there are
eight or ten who have built and lived in sod houses. if
we secure suiltable sod we expect to have the house ready
for inspection by Falle

I want to thank you for your interest and to
invite you to visit the museum whenever you are in this
locelity.

Sincerely yours,

ngerest Seoretary
48y THEERICT WSy OhuERonkpkalNe

your assistance.
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