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This collection consists of correspondence, plans, and specifications on the construction of sod houses. In 1932,
the Kansas State Historical Society put out a call for information about and instructions on constructing a sod
house, in order to create one in the museum when it was located at the Memoria Building in Topeka. The
collection includes all correspondence received from this request, handwritten and typed reminiscences from

around the country from men who built and lived in sod houses, as well as some of the standardized responses
sent by the Society's secretary.
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Callnumber: Kansas State Historical Society, Sod Houses, Plans and Specifications on Construction, Boxes 1-2
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Jan Antonio, Texas,
June 2, 19321

« Eirk NMechem,
Semtary of Kansas State Historical Society,
Topeka, K:nsas.
Dgar Sirs=
In answer to the elipping inclosed, I would suggest
that you get in touch with lMrs. John Jones, a very old lady
in Spivey Kansase She lived in what we classed a dug-out

on the prarie near Spivey not too long ago, and I think the

dug-out (so=called) is s$ill there or a portion of it .

Also lir. Oscar Gook, a younger man, but I think his
family lived in the same kind of house and he may be able to

tell you something about the sod houses.

Yo DG oy’

Ho D.ulullliW|
1710 West Summitt,
San Antonio, Texase

Yours t.rnly.
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Aoril 9, 1932

Mr, George A. Newlin 8r.,
Canlidge, Arizona.

Dear Mr, Newline

We recelved so many responses to our request
for information about the construction of sod houses
that it vas impossible to nnswer them all immediately,
In behalf of the Historical Soclety I want to thank
you for your letter and for the information it cone-
tained,

Persons living in all parts of the countrye=
from New York to California and from Michigan to lexage=
have responded with detailed instructions. 5o widespread
an interest has convinced us that a sod house in our
maseum will be a unique historical exhibit and will ate
tract hundreds of visitors. The principal éifficulty
is to secure a sod that will withstand several handlings
and the necessary trucking. There is no scarcity of
men who lmow how to 40 the workj; in Topeka alone there
are eight or ten who have built and lived in sod houses.
1f we can obtain suitable sod we expect to have the house
ready for imspection by Fall.

I want to thank you again for your interest and
to imvite you to visit the museum whenever you are in
this locality.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary
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April 19, 1932

¥r, Lem Pogue,
Dodge City, Kansas.

Dear lir, Pogue~

Thank you for your letter of April 18.

1 don't know whether we shall be able to get
at the pod house before mgust. If we can locate a
gtgred 804 near here we can begin the work almost any
Hes

With best wishes

Ginceraly yours,

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228755 ~ Page 568/728
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory SANRA

Construction of sod houses

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228755 ~ Page 569/728
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Gty

Construction of sod houses

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228755 ~ Page 570/728
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

