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April 15, 1932

lir, O, E. Furman,
HNorcatur, Konsas.

Dear Furman-

Thank you fer your letter of April 11 and
for the photographs. I am sending you cheek for
one dollar to pay for them.

lLettess continue to pour in Ifvem all over
the countiy. Iif we don't build & sod house it

won't bo bechuse we haven't veen told how.

Sincerely yours,
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Vergennes, Vermont.,
May 31, 1931

- -

0 S )9 3N
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Mr. Kirk Mechen,
Secretary Kansas Historiecal Soclety,
Topeka, Kan.

Dear Sir:

Having just read a statement in a local paper the
substances of which 1s that you would like to build a sod
house in your stae museum and would like to know how, I am
writin: to say that having seen such houses built some sixty
to seventy years ago, I will try to tell you how--if pogsible.

You obtain your sod by turning it over with a plow Just after
a rain while the ground i1s wet. For then the sod will not
break as it will when it 1s dry.

Set the wheel of your plow so that the share will run beneath
the roots of the grass.

The width of the sod depends uvpon the slze of your plowshare.
Some of the shares cut a width of twelve lnches, some cut
fourteen lnches.

The sod of ordinary prairle grass 1s the kind. The god of
buffalo grass will not hold together as the kind mentioned
does.

With a spade cut your sod into bricks as long as you want them.
The usual length was about three feet.

While the sod is damp lay the sod-bricks as you would ordinary
bricks. Your wall will be as thick as the sods are wide.

For a roof, you set a fork at each end of your walls, lay a
ridge pole in your forks, and you will need at least one
upright pole extending from the center of the floor to this
ridge pole, as a support. Then lay amall poles and brush with
one ends on the ridge pole to the outer edge of the walls---
together with a large number of the small poles for rafters.
Cover the poles and brush with ordinary grass which you would
cut for hay, and cover the hay Fé# with sod laid very close
together, and f1ll up the spaces between the sods with dirt

or gravel.

The ordinary sod house had two windows in each side. These
gindows had no frames as a rule--some of them did have frames.
"A sheepskin for a window,a blamket for a door," the chorous
of an old song of those times said.

You could plaster your house wlth a white, gometimes there

was a colored clay, in the creeks in some regions of Kansas--

I believe the pight name for the clay is gypsum. It was plastic,
and you could make 1t as thin as you wanted to with water.

When it wes snread on the surface of your walls--and that was
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the way to apply it--spread it onto the walls. It soon dried
and became hard as gome of the stone in that reglon--I

am thinking especlally of the forks of the Solomon River. But
the same material--kind of clay and sod was also in the
northern part of the state.

The sod house was warm in the winter and cool in the summer.
Indeed, it was a very comfortable habitation.

Many of the dugouts were made in pretty much the same way. ¥
But the dugout was dug four or five feet into the ground, and
sod walls were built up on the edges of the dug walls.

Both of these kinds of habltatlons were extenslvely used up

to & little more than fifty years ago in Kansas, and I am
saurnrised that there are not many descendents of the first
families of Kansas who could tell you better than this attemnt
of mine how to bu'ld one of those houses of remembering days.

If this information proves to be of help in your dilema, I
shall be glad.

Cordially.ypur /
ekl .
Jogebh K. Griffis.

P. S. I should have said that while the grass ls green ln the
soringtime 1a the best season in which Lo cut the sod.

I shall be pleased to know how you make out with your sod
house when you get 1t bullt.

J. K. G.
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April 8, 1932

lr, Henry Hatch,
Gridley, Kansas.

Dear dr, Hatch-

We received sv many responses fa our request
for informabion about the construction of sod houses
that it was impossible to mnawer them all lme-
diately. In behall of the Historicul Society I went
%0 toank you for your lelter and for the informaiion
it conteined.

Persons living in oll parts ef the country--from
New York (o California and from Michigan to Texsew- habe
responded with detailed imstructions. 80 widespread an
interest has comvinced us that a s0d house In our mmseum
will be & unique aistorieel exhibit and %ill attrect
hundreds of visitors. The principal diffieculty is to
secure & sod that will withetand sever2l handlings and
the necessary trucking. There is no searcity of men who
imow hew to do the work; in Topeka alonme there are eight
or ten who have bullt and 1lived in sod houses. If we
can secure suitable sod we expect to lave the house ready
for inspection by Faull.

I want to thank you ngain for your interest, and
to invite you to visit the museum whenever you are in
this locality.

Singerely yours,

Secretary
P.5. Your letter was of special
interest and value znd I very mich
appreciate your assistance.
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PUBLISHED BY ARTHUR CAPPER

JAYHAWKER FARM

HENRY HATCH, DEFT. EDITOR
GRIDLEY, KANSAS ToOPEKA, KANSAS

March 15, 1932,

Mr. Kirke Magchem,
Secratary State Historleal Soclety,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Megchem: In a recent (apltal T
note you were looking for information on the building
of a sod house, and also some information on the o0ld
"qug=-out®™ of the early day. When a bov I came to the
West from Vermont and lived a freater part of the first
year in a "dug-out", and sod houses were aplenty, and
when a youth I helpsd to build one.

A tough sod, from a very tough clay soll is best
to bulld with. Size of sod usually depended upon the size
of the homesteader's breaking plow, and the depth of the
plowing determined, of course, the thlckness of the sod.
The strength of the team on the plow usually determined
the depth of plowing. The homesteadsr havingZ a 12-inch
plow built with sod approximately 12 inches wide, and a
common Aepth of plowing such sod was from 4 to 5 inches.
The 14-ineh plow turned a sod ahout 1% 1nches in width, ete.

A few built a double wall, but most ware bullt
as a sin®le wall. The bachelor homesteader usually buillt
his either 10 by 14 or 12 by 1%, the man of family largZer
and with two or more rooms. Side walls were usually carried
up to a highth of 7 feet, Gabls ends were of sod but the
rafters ware of two by fours, covered with cheap boards,

a fnaot or more in width, then tar paper over this held down
by a few lath. The stovepipas went directly thru this roof.
Inside of walls were plastered with a sort of blue clay
that was procurable in a few places along a certaln stream,
in my loecality, and remained aulte hard. Sometimes news-—
papsra, as they came, usually at the rate of one a week,
were pasted over this erude plastering, from which place
they were read again and agaln by visitors.

I may be in Topeka in a faw days, at which time
T will endeavor to step in for a short chat with you, as
T had the pleasure of doing a ¥ear afo. Could builld you
a sod house, the exact countsrpart of the ones many of our
neighbors 1ived in, and in which I spent many happy hours

during my vouth.
4%»( ,7ﬁ;“*

Kansas Farmer 1z Read ]w)' More Than 120,000 Farm Familffs Every Week

Sincerely vours,
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