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This collection consists of correspondence, plans, and specifications on the construction of sod houses. In 1932,
the Kansas State Historical Society put out a call for information about and instructions on constructing a sod
house, in order to create one in the museum when it was located at the Memoria Building in Topeka. The
collection includes all correspondence received from this request, handwritten and typed reminiscences from

around the country from men who built and lived in sod houses, as well as some of the standardized responses
sent by the Society's secretary.

Date: 1932

Callnumber: Kansas State Historical Society, Sod Houses, Plans and Specifications on Construction, Boxes 1-2
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 228755
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PHONE DELAWARE 0334 W’ a

RIPCDAVIS

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER

Contracting and Building

961 GENEVA AVENUE SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.
April 25,; 1932.

M¥r, Kirke Mechem,

Secy Stats Hist.

Topeka ,Kansas.
Dear Sir:

The enclosed Newspaper item interests me to the
point of writing you. I have had considerable experience
building =od houses in Western Canada. If I can be of
any service to you, please let me know at your convenience.

Very truly yours,

7P T2 Merie

SEEKS U
0 hmuslzF

TDPEK&AMIM'---
":ﬂhebuﬂtln :
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April 9, 1932

Mr, Emerson P. Doty,
Oakland, California.

Dear Hr. Doty-

Ve pregeived so many responses to our request
for information sbout the construetion of sod houses
that it was impossible to answel them all immediatelye.
1 want to thank you for your letter and for the infore
mation it contained.

Persons from all parts of the pountry-=-Irom
New York te Californis and from uichigan to Texagew
have responded with detailed ipstructions. 80 widee
gpread an interest has convinced us that 2 sod house
in our museum will be a unique historical exhibit and
will attract hundreds of visitors. The principal dife
ficulty is to secure a sod tnat will withstand several
handlings and the negessary 4rucking. There s nad
soareity of men who know how to do the work; in Topeka
alone there are eight or $en who have built and lived
in sod houses., I we can obtain suitable sod we X~
pect to have the house ready for inspection by Falls

1 want to thank you for your interest and to
invite you to visit our museum whenever you are in this
locality.

Sincerely yours,
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april #8 1932

Mrs Wm, Harper Davis,
New York City, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Davise
We are not yet attempting to include book
reviews in our new Quarterly, therefore I regret
f:l.n:‘gn:l.ty to use the review which you so kindly
ered.

sincerely yours,

Seoretary
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