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Thisis correspondence to and from newspaper editor and publisher Frederick W. Brinkerhoff. The bulk of letters
date from the 1940s and 1950s, Hisfirst newspaper job was with the Ottawa Herald, after which he worked for
the Fort Scott Republican, Chanute Sun, Chanute Tribune, Kansas City Star, Pittsburg Headlight, and the
Pittsburg Sun. Brinkerhoff was also vice-president and a director of Stauffer Publications as well as director of
Capper Publications Inc., the Topeka State Journal Company, and Newton Publishing Company. In addition, he
was vice-president of the KSEK Broadcasting Company in Pittsburg. Brinkerhoff was well known as ajournalist,
serving as president of the Kansas Press Association in 1935 and as chairman of the Kansas Associated Pressin
1946-1947. He a so served as a member of the Pulitzer Prize jury for editorial writing in 1950 and 1951. In 1956,
he received the William Allen White award to a Kansas editor for journalistic merit. Active in community affairs,
Brinkerhoff was a member of the board of the Pittsburg Public Library, served as chairman of the Pittsburg
Industrial Commission, and was on the board of directors and served aterm as president of the Pittsburg Chamber
of Commerce. He was also active in Republican party politics. Brinkerhoff was interested in the history of the
state and served as president of the Kansas State Historical Society in 1944. The correspondence is arranged
chronologically and grouped a phabetically by individuals with whom Brinkerhoff was in frequent contact,
including Roy F. Bailey, Arthur Capper, Rolla Clymer, Harry W. Colmery, Harry Darby, Jess C. Denious, Myron
George, Merl Huffman, Clyde M. Reed, Richard W. Robbins, Andrew Schoeppel, and Oscar Stauffer, among
many others.

Date: 1909-1966
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THE

PH I LLI PS PUBLISHED BY THE BOYD FAMILY

COU NTY PHILLLIPSBLRE, KANSAS
REVIEW April 18, 1963

Mr, Fred Brinkerhoff,
Pittsburg Headlight,
Pittsburg, Kansas.

Dear Fred:

It occurs to me that as chairman of the Kansas Press
Association’s Public Information Committee, you might
llr:e ﬁle to offer some guidance to the new mayor of
'opeka .

He is very new, and while his decision to hold closed
meetings of the city council does not violate the pub-
lic record law we persuaded the legislature to pass
some years ago, his action is difficult to justify ...
wspecially in our Capitol city.

As one of Kansas’ most distinguished editors, your
8191;11:? might carry substantial weight with Mayor
erlo .

The work of our association’s "Right-to-Know” commit-
tee under your guidance while I was president of KPA
was certainly the most noteworthy achievement during
"my year”, and the "closed meeting” announcement at
Topeka might start a trend toward secrecy in public
affairs that is contrary to KPA’s policy.

I am not thinking in terms of prélonged publicity, but
you might be able to achieve a “meeting of minds” with
Mayor Gerlock that no one else could.

My own experience as chairman of the Board of Regents
would lead me to believe that public affairs can, and
should be conductdd without secret meetings. We adhered
te an "open dowr” policy at that time and it caused us
no inconvenience.

But my opinion would Earobably have no weight with Mayor
Gerlock., I believe that yours would.
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THE McNALLY PITTSBURG MFG.CORP.

PITTSBURG, KANSAS
April 22, 1963

EDOWARD T. McNALLY
PRESIDENT

Dear Mr. Brinkerhoff:

I'm sending the attached to you and
to other friends here in Pittsburg
to forestall the publiclty that in-
evitably arises when there is a dis-
pute between the Government and a
taxpayer. You will observe that in
this case the Government 1s the
defendant. We are suing for the re-
turn of taxes paid by us under pro-

test.
Yourz very truly,

Mr. F. W. Brinkerhoff
307 West Jefferson
Pittsburg, Kansas
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WM. H. AVERY
15T DisTRICT, KANSAS

Congress of the Wnited States
Pouse of Representatives RoBERT D. BUEHLER

Washington, W, €.
April 23, 1963

Mr, F, W, Brinkerhoff
Editor and Publisher

The Pittsburg Publishing Co.
Pittsburg, Kansas

Dear Fred:

1 appreciate your clipping the editorial that you wrote on Febru-
ary 27 relative to Bill Miller's speech at the Lincoln Day meeting in
Independence.

As the senior Republican in Kansas, I know that you were not sur-
prised for him to pay tribute to the members of the Kansas Congressional
delegation and other Republicans in public office who were present at the
Lincoln Day meeting, I agree with you that it sounds a little tiring to
those of us who usually attend the meeting, but it is the gemeral con-
clusion that it might be helpful to Republican candidates,

1 had forgotten that Bill Miller has included Mrs. C. Y. Semple
on this list, but it would be a natural thing for him to do, of course,
Since I had extended the invitation to Bill Miller last August to come
to the meeting, I should probably take the responsibility for this ap-
parent error. I will mention it to him so that he may govern himself
accordingly at any subsequent appearance he might make in Ramsas, De-
spite this reference of his part, I felt he did a tremendous job at the
Independence meeting and that Republicans were more enthused after that
meeting than at any other time I had attended the Lincoln Day rally.

I naturally observed the editorial just above the ome that you
referred to. Since we have been observing the 100th birthday of several
important events of the Civil War era here in Washington, I was quite
interested to know that the last known survivor of the Quantrill raid on
Lawrence had recently passed away. By coincidence, I drove to Ft. Scott
on 69 Highway just last Wednesday and stopped to read the several his=
torical markers along the route marking the battle of Mine Creek. Act-
ually, this battle was more significant to the outcome of the Civil War
than is generally accorded by most historiams, in my opinion.

Ypurs very truly,

= H. Avery
Member of Congress
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JOE SKUBITZ COMMITTEES:
STH DISTRICT, KANSAS INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS
HOUSE ADMINISTRATION

Congress of the Tnited States
Bouse of Representatives
Washington, D, €.
April 29, 1963

Mr, Fred Brinkerhoff, Editor
The Pittsburg Sun
Pittsburg, Kansas

Dear Governor:

My best thanks for returning the questionaire. One
suggestion in particular will prove helpful. Confidentially,
one question was an invitation for the editors to kick if
they thought I was trying to use free newspaper space as a
political soap box. None did.

The futility of this job often overwhelms me. I try
to not let it get me down but often wonder what the wash will

look like after it emerges from the ringer 10 or 20 years
hence., The Congress is dragging its feet in a dreadful manner
and getting very little done., The explanation for this is
quite simple - it requires much more time to waste money than
to save it,

Thus it may be late this fall before I have the honor
of beholding your presence in Pittsburg, Meanwhile, take
care of yourself and don't work too hard.

Sincerely,

Lt
o€ Skubitz
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 29, 193

Dear Mr, Brinkerhoff:

Within a week or so your advertising manager will receive materials promoting
youth fitness. These are being distributed by the Advertising Council for
the President's Council on Physical Fitness.

In recent years the physical fitness of American youth -- or the lack of it —-
has become a serious problem. The trend towards city living, mechanization,
and the growth of passive forms of recreation all have conspired to eliminate
vigorous physical activity from our lives. As a result, many of our children
have not developed strong, agile bodies.

If America is to remain dynamic and strong, this situation must be corrected.
We believe the solution is more and better physical activity programs for all
boys and girls. We are asking all schools which do not have physical educa-
tion programs to initiate them, and we are asking those which already have
programs to place more emphasis on the development of strength, endurance,
and agility.

Progress during the 1961-62 school year was heartening., Statistics relative
to this improvement have been quoted by the President. These gains would
not have been possible without the support of the mation's newspapers. This,
however, is the critical year in the effort to improve the physical fitness
of our girls and boys. Your help again is needed.

We hope you will use the materials from the Advertising Council, and we hope
you also will find other opportunities to remind parents and school officials
of the importance of physical activity programs for our children.

Sincerely yours,

Ok

Ce. B. Wilkinson
Consultant to the President
on Physical Fitness

Mr. F. W. Brinkerhoff
Pittsburgh Publishing Company
Pittsburgh, Kansas
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®hklahoma Press Association

3601 N. LINCOLN / JA4-4421 / OKLAHOMA CITY &
9 May 1963

Mr, Fred Brinkerhoff
HEADLIGHT & SUN
Pittsburg, Kansas

Dear Mr. Brinkerhoff:

The Oklahoma Press Association, in conjunction with the Oklahoma
State Fair, sponsors an annual newspaper contest, aimed at pro-
moting interest in the improvement of Oklahoma's newspapers.

Due to your outstanding knowledge and experlence, you have been
recommended to us to serve as a judge for the 1963 Oklahoma
State Fair Newspaper Contest.

Incidentally, our entire contest is being judged by Kansas
newspapermen and Oklahoma newspapermen will judge your contest.

Enclosed is a copy of the 1963 rules. We would like you to
judge Event 5, Division I, Editorial.

This is not a large contest, as contests go, but values are great.
Each judge is asked to fill out a comment sheet on each enfry,
thus enabling each newspaper to recelve constructive criticism
concerning their entry.

A1l entries will be forwarded to the Oklahoma Press Assoclation
Central Office and we shall forward them to you in one package,
the middle of July. We will appreciate having this 1list of
winners and all comment sheets back in our hands within two weeks
after receipt by you.

Enclosed i1s a return postcard on which to indicate whether we can
cou™ on you to judge thils contest for us. Thank you for your
consideration of this request. The Contest Committee and the
Oklahoma Press Association hope you will be able to serve as a
Judge.

Sincerely yours,

/{/f/{ S ertata

Ed Mackensen, Chairman
State Fair Better Newspaper
Contest Committee
oFFIcERs EM:bh

;“:Him' VICE-PRESIDENT TREASURER SECRETARY-MANAGER

- C MILTON B. GARBER  H, MERLE WOODS  BEN BLACKSTOCK

Siar Review, Hobarl  News & Fagle, Enid  American, EIOIE“ iz

DIRECTORS

M, B. MUSSELMAN  WALLACE KIDD  MILO WATSOM  ALLAN MUCHMORE  BOB LEE KIDD, JR WILLIS LANSDEN JOHN LOKEY

MNews-Star, Shawnes News, Ancdarke  Journal, Perry News, Ponca City News & Sun, Polsau  Herald-Democrat, Beavei  Copital Democrat, Tishominge
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Republican National Committee

1625 EYE STREET. NORTHWEST L] WASHINGTON 6, D. C. (] NATIONAL 8-8800

WILLIAM E. MILLER

CHAIRMAN

May 15, 1963

Mr. Fred W. Brinkerhoff
Pittsburg Publishing Company
pPittsburg, Kansas

Dear Mr. Brinkerhoff:

our mutual and good friend, Bill Avery, has
talked to me about your comments regarding my
speech in Kansas last February.

I most certainly did not intend to offend any
Republican and I certainly appreciate Bill talking
to me with respect thereto.

I send you my best wishes.

Sincerely,

(N

G s

William E. Miller
Chairman

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228487 ~ Page 6226/6520
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Frederick W. Brinker hoff correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228487 ~ Page 6227/6520
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Frederick W. Brinker hoff correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228487 ~ Page 6228/6520
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Frederick W. Brinker hoff correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228487 ~ Page 6229/6520
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Frederick W. Brinker hoff correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228487 ~ Page 6230/6520
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Frederick W. Brinker hoff correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228487 ~ Page 6231/6520
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Frederick W. Brinker hoff correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228487 ~ Page 6232/6520
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Frederick W. Brinker hoff correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228487 ~ Page 6233/6520
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory

SOCIETY
Frederick W. Brinkerhoff correspondence

The Mavpuille Daily Forum
Marpyille, Missouri

M. W.STAUFFER
Publisher

6-1

Dear Brink:-

Your letter relative to portrait at hand. Two daysprevious I
had a similarifrom Ben at Nevada, which was thefirst I had heard of it.
Neither of you mentioned the proposed cost of theportrait, hence I
don't know yet as to that rather important item of Hall's latest BIG
idea,

% I wrote Ben and told him I agreed with him, and would'nt buy a

|
portrait for his office at all., See no point to it, and would'nt
entertain the idea for Maryville, even if I had had the privdege. Won-
der if Bill got the Hall message at G.I. and will ask when I talk to
him,

F Funny thing, I found out recently that Hall has contacted various

papers each Xmas. (including you) G.I. and York for sure, and maybe

others, for a donation for Xmas, present far Oscar.And neve once has

he ever contacted me, and I didf{t know a thing about it _until Bill

mentioned same about a konth back, Easter to be exact. Rather a !screwy

P thing I believe and may bring it up at next board meeting for clarifi-
cation, Wonder, if he ever contacted Ben. So happens that Maryville

3 is 100% owned as is Pittsburg, and the others.Yet, he gets York in on
K =5 the Xmas deal which means that Yscar is giving Oscar a present, as he
He minority up there,too.

% Rgther a minor and insigmificant matter I will agree,but also a
sort of mystyfying proposition as others of his are. Wonder, if he is
out of "drying-out™ home yet?2 Oscar told me about Hall's latest liquor

/8 problem last Friday evening over there.Was'nt that 1 of a note, let
him out one day so he could attgnd bldg. @pening, but sent along a

R‘h:. guard with him, to ride herd. Frankly, I am surprised that Betty has

put up with many things, for many years, and she certainly has my sym-
pathy. And Dad Oscar's too, I might add.

Jours.
N
M.
P.S. Son Bill had a rather tought decision to make a week ago,and I
don't know if he did right or not. Evening-Sunday, New Mexican,at Santa
\& Fe is owned 100% by a guy "Robert McKinney" who is an embassador some-
\ 3

place and also, embassador under Truman,too (evidently a Demo,) His
Gen., Mgr. went to hospital several weeks back and turned up with can-
cer, and is gone for good. By some contact or other, this lMcHinney got
hold of Bill to come down and take over, and the final result was
$4L000 bucks more than Bill is making at G.I. and some sort of bonus
arrangement on top of that.Bill told me over phone he turned it ;inmn
finally, because there never would be change to buf in,andthen ?.d i
embassador could be coming back sometime soon (don{t know hcmr&uold Sl
is) and then he and wife thought they greitloyﬁggﬁsrgeg A?J.E'm-nrca. .
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JOHN L. MC CLELLAN, ARK., CHAIRMAN
HEMRY M. JACKSON, WASH. KARL E. MUNDT, &. DAK.
SAM 1. ERVIN, JR., N.C. CARL T. CURTIS, NEBR,
HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, MINN.  JACOB K. JAVITS, N.Y.
ERNEST GRUENING, ALASKA JAEK MILLER, I0WA
EDMUND 5, MUSKIE, MAINE JAMES B, PEARSON, KANS.

e Alnited Dlates Henatle

ABRAHAM RIBICOFF, CONM,
DANIEL B, BREWSTER, MO, COMMITTEE ON

WALTER L. REYNOLDS, CHIEF CLERK GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

June 7, 1963

Mr. Fred Brinkerhoff
Pittsburg Headlight
Pittsburg, Kansas

Dear Mr. Fred:

I hope this finds you fully recovered from your injury and that Mrs.
Brinkerhoff is steadily improving and gaining strength and comfort.

As summer comes to Washington, the legislative pace seems to
quicken. The tax reduction bill should be through the House and ready for
Senate consideration some time in July. Of course, events and changing
times often direct the attention of Congress and I certainly anticipate a very
rugged and emotionally civil rights battle in the weeks ahead. Then again,
with the defeat of the wheat referendum, members of Congress are under
great pressure from some quarters to pass new farm legislation. The
question is - what kind of farm legislation would be acceptable and, more
important, in the best interest of the nation?

Actually, only three major bills have passed: the National Debt
Limit, the 1964 Feed Grain Bill and the Draft Extension. In addition, the
Senate has passed and sent to the House the Mental Health Bill, Youth
Employment Act, mass transportation legislation and the wilderness system.
Perhaps this is not much of a score.

For my own part, my committee work has accelerated and with
more work to do, I am somewhat more satisfied than I was in the early
days of this Congress.

Yesterday I spoke on the Senate floor concerning our proposal
to build a supersonic air transport which points up some of the great incon-
sistencies of the government's efforts. At the risk of boring you, I am
enclosing a copy herewith and hope that you will have time to read and
comment on the same.

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228487 ~ Page 6238/6520
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

Frederick W. Brinkerhoff correspondence

Mr. Brinkerhoff June 7, 1963
Pittshurg, Kansas Page two

Martha and the kids are fine. They all intend to return home as soon
as school is out here the latter part of June and we hope to see you soon.

Verytruly yours,

.

mes B. Pearson
nited States Senator
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W IEBEBW-ANM-EF'IVI-"I"W
( /ﬁ«é&d’ i //f//f/za( and /?«ézwmz ’/(ff?/meﬂ
Box 119 Topeka, Kansas Area Code 913 CRestwood 2-3456

Thad M. Sandstrom June 8, 1963
Conernd A amager

Mr, F. W, Brinkerhoff
Pittsburg Headlight-Sun
Pittsburg, Kansas

Dear Mr. Brinkerhoff

We had an excellent session in Pittsburg Friday. Late in the afternoon,
Jerry and I took a quick trip over to Joplin and met with KODE manager,
D. T. Knight, and we are on the road to working out a combination
national sales plan which should help us to compete with KOAM,

Much of the clean-up work at the station is pretty well along, but a
lot remains to be done. I told Jerry that since he had the basics out
of the way, the thing to concentrate on now is sales and collections.

I think it would help keep me posted if you could put me on the list for
receiving the Headlight or the Sun each day. This way I could jog
Jerry up about various items.

It was good to see you -- thanks for arranging the luncheon. I will try
to get back down the latter part of the mcath.

Cordially yours

(74
Thad M. Sandstrom
General Manager

A DIVISION OF STAUFFER PUBLICATIONS, INC.
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