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Thisis correspondence to and from newspaper editor and publisher Frederick W. Brinkerhoff. The bulk of letters
date from the 1940s and 1950s, Hisfirst newspaper job was with the Ottawa Herald, after which he worked for
the Fort Scott Republican, Chanute Sun, Chanute Tribune, Kansas City Star, Pittsburg Headlight, and the
Pittsburg Sun. Brinkerhoff was also vice-president and a director of Stauffer Publications as well as director of
Capper Publications Inc., the Topeka State Journal Company, and Newton Publishing Company. In addition, he
was vice-president of the KSEK Broadcasting Company in Pittsburg. Brinkerhoff was well known as ajournalist,
serving as president of the Kansas Press Association in 1935 and as chairman of the Kansas Associated Pressin
1946-1947. He a so served as a member of the Pulitzer Prize jury for editorial writing in 1950 and 1951. In 1956,
he received the William Allen White award to a Kansas editor for journalistic merit. Active in community affairs,
Brinkerhoff was a member of the board of the Pittsburg Public Library, served as chairman of the Pittsburg
Industrial Commission, and was on the board of directors and served aterm as president of the Pittsburg Chamber
of Commerce. He was also active in Republican party politics. Brinkerhoff was interested in the history of the
state and served as president of the Kansas State Historical Society in 1944. The correspondence is arranged
chronologically and grouped a phabetically by individuals with whom Brinkerhoff was in frequent contact,
including Roy F. Bailey, Arthur Capper, Rolla Clymer, Harry W. Colmery, Harry Darby, Jess C. Denious, Myron
George, Merl Huffman, Clyde M. Reed, Richard W. Robbins, Andrew Schoeppel, and Oscar Stauffer, among
many others.

Date: 1909-1966

Callnumber: Frederick W. Brinkerhoff Coll. #97, Box 1 Folder 1 - Box 8 Folder 5
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VICE PRESIDENT

March 2l, 1952

le Brinkerhoff
Pittsburg Publishing Company

Pittsburg, Kansas

In a wesk moment a couple of months age I agreed to make the
featured speech at the anmial dinner of the Emporia, Kamsas,
Chamber of Commerce, As one might suspect, it has been neces-
sary to do a2 lot of reading and studying.for an emissary from
the unlettered Balkans to have his subject well in hand if he
expects to speak in the "Athens of Kansas",

In doing this reading consi ng of three volumes, I have re-
viewed again my autobiography of William Allen White. Maybe

this is an old story to you, but there is a series of illustra-
tions beginning on page 370 and one of them shows Mr, White

at his desk but sitting back reading a paper. It occurred to

me that though the paper is small in the photograph that the

form looked familiar and so I studied the thing very carefully
and T would swear that he is reading a copy of either the Pittsburg
Headlight or Sun, because you can see a part of a Coulter McGuire
ad at the bottom end of the paper.

Out of curiosity if you haven't noticed it before, I wish you
would get your very best magnifying glass and teke 2 look at this
illustration, knowing that you surely have a copy of this book.

Sincerely yours,

(=]
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August 16, 1954

Mr. F. W. Brinkerhoff
The Pittsburg Headlight
Pittsburg, Kansas

Dear Fred:

For 'almost a year, we have been constructing a new polyethylene works at
Orange, Texas. Up to the middle of June, thirty-three of our staff had
been to England for studies and conversstions because we, like Du Pont

and Carbide, are licensing the process from Imperial Chemical Industries,
Ltd. It was my good fortune to be able to take our last team of eleven,
including myself, to England in mid-June. We have just gotten back and

the entire group, with the exception of the writer, has gone to Orange pre-
paratory to making final inspections, to training a crew and then to start-
ing up little by little about the first of December.

I spent much of my Sunday going through the accumulation of all the Head-
lights since I left. It would be more proper to say, "since we left", be-
cause Dottie and our older daughter, Dottie Lou, went along with us. I
have about caught up on news as it was published and I am fairly well along
with a big stack of correspondence. I did not ask for an absentee ballot,
and go for the first time in a long time I did not cast a ballot in this
August Primary. I have been following a number of the details with consider-
able interest, and particularly that of the race for Governor. Last Kansas
Day, in the Jayhawk hotel at Topeka, I told both Lawrence Gibson and Bill
Hogmen that I had been receiving reports from all over the state which would
indicate that Fred Hall would be nominated; but, they couldn't see it that
way at all and said that he was getting no house at all around the hotels

at that time. I have had various letters from some very good people to
avoid Hall because he is a radical labor leader and is a servant of the CIO
and AF of L. This I have never been able to prove and I say to you confi-
dentially that if I had been in the state I would have voted for Fred Hall
beczuse I have felt that the Arn group has done = very poor job of running
our state. I wish it were possible to get all the figures to show the re-
sults when I am certain that Arn's administration has been just about the
most extravagant that we have ever experienced.

I have known Lloyd Ruppenthal since 1930. At that time he was a partner of
Harold Spencer's in & retail coal yard here in Kansas City and I suppose
you know that his wife and Hazel Spencer are sisters. I know Lloyd very well
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Mr. F. W. Brinkerhoff August 16, 1954
Pittsburg, Kansas

and have visited with him on a couple of occasions since he got back from

a very extensive tour in the Far Eest during the var. Someone has done a
very good job of poisoning business against Fred Hall. I have talked with
gome of our pecple about Fred and agein I say that we have never uncovered
anywhere in his background that he has been & slave to the big labor leaders.
Certainly the old guard finds themselves now in a most embarrassing spot,

and it pleases me no end.

I hope all the local races went to suit you and if you have time within the
next few days, would be glad to have you give me a word about any of the
local races which might be interesting, and then I should like to have a
word of some kind from you &s to what you think I should do &s an individuel,
or perhaps, we should as a company do concerning Fred Hall. By this I do
not meen great campaign contributions, but more vhat our attitudes and be-
liefs should be. Naturally, it would be easy to jump on the Hall bandwagon
at this lete date, but I am simply not thaet sort of person and at the moment,
unless I am convinced otherwise, I should like to be helpful not only during
his campaign, but later on. I know that we certainly don't want George
Docking in the Governor's chair, snd it might very well be that meny of our
so—called good Republicans might be voting for him secretly, rather than to
support Fred. At the moment, I have no idea how hot the campaign might get
or whether Docking really has a chance.

I thought you might be interested in the attached. I know that Bob appreci-
ated no end such generous recognition. Hope to see you before long.

Sincerely yours,
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November 15, 1956

Mr. Fred W. Brinkerhoff
Pittsburg Publishing Company
Pittsburg, Kensas

Dear Fred:

I have been traveling a great deal lately and for ome reason or another
a lot of mail which was on my desk seemed to work its way to the bottom
and simply got overlooked, among them was your letter written October 31.

I attach my personal check in the amount of §75 which I should have sent
to you & couple of weeks ago. I assure you that this is pure oversight
on my pert and hope you won't get mad at me.

While I would make no claim to being any sort of a politieian, it is
evident to me that the people are sick and tired of the Republican leader-
ship in the State of Kansas and I say this without pointing a finger at
anyone. I think we need to start clear down to the preecinet level and
get a lot of new faces in the party or Heaven help us four years from

now, and this goes for Kansas es well as a lot of other states. Be sure
and come in when business or pleasure brings you to Kansaes City.

Sincerely yours,

4G
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March 26, 1957
(dictated March 25, 1957)

Mr. F. W. Brinkerhoff
The Pittsburg Publishing Company
Pittsburg, Kansas

Dear Fred:

I am always glad to hear from you and I think that you are probably
correct in reproving me for not mentioning the cities in Kansas which
do have water. I suppose it is the same old story in that we simply
don't pay much attention to people or cities or institutions which, for
one reason or another, are getting along or have no serious trouble on
one or more particular items.

You might recall that the Legislature gave us §35,000 the first year,
$75,000 the second year, and this year, after a very, very careful and
detailed study, we asked for $136,000 in order to get some very necessary
vork done and primarily in order to complete a reasonable plan for each
of the 12 drainage areas for the State of Kansas within 2-1/2 or 3 years.
To date, we do not have any word about our budget but I have understood
from the grapevine that the House Ways and Mesns Commititee has us set

up for $117,000. George Docking, after all of his pounding the table,
and telling the people of the State of Kansas how badly we needed water,
recomuended only $77,000 for our budget this year, which is hopelessly
inadeguate.

You can be sure that I always keep in mind the things which could in any
way at all be helpful to Pittsburg, and I shall always do so. You can
be very sure that &s time goes on, whether it be personally, my business
connections, or the State Water Board, I will do my best whenever possi-
ble for my old home town.

I am going to Houston tonight to be there for a couple of days. Dottie
left this morning on the KCS for Pittsburg to be there today and Tomorrow.
It seems like there is a PEQ birthday perty or something like that, and
of course, Dottie never misses an opvortunity to visit with her good old
friends. Maybe you will see her. Hope this finds you tip top. Best
regerds.

Sincerely yours,
Lo,

CYT/es
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