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Thisis correspondence to and from newspaper editor and publisher Frederick W. Brinkerhoff. The bulk of letters
date from the 1940s and 1950s, Hisfirst newspaper job was with the Ottawa Herald, after which he worked for
the Fort Scott Republican, Chanute Sun, Chanute Tribune, Kansas City Star, Pittsburg Headlight, and the
Pittsburg Sun. Brinkerhoff was also vice-president and a director of Stauffer Publications as well as director of
Capper Publications Inc., the Topeka State Journal Company, and Newton Publishing Company. In addition, he
was vice-president of the KSEK Broadcasting Company in Pittsburg. Brinkerhoff was well known as ajournalist,
serving as president of the Kansas Press Association in 1935 and as chairman of the Kansas Associated Pressin
1946-1947. He a so served as a member of the Pulitzer Prize jury for editorial writing in 1950 and 1951. In 1956,
he received the William Allen White award to a Kansas editor for journalistic merit. Active in community affairs,
Brinkerhoff was a member of the board of the Pittsburg Public Library, served as chairman of the Pittsburg
Industrial Commission, and was on the board of directors and served aterm as president of the Pittsburg Chamber
of Commerce. He was also active in Republican party politics. Brinkerhoff was interested in the history of the
state and served as president of the Kansas State Historical Society in 1944. The correspondence is arranged
chronologically and grouped a phabetically by individuals with whom Brinkerhoff was in frequent contact,
including Roy F. Bailey, Arthur Capper, Rolla Clymer, Harry W. Colmery, Harry Darby, Jess C. Denious, Myron
George, Merl Huffman, Clyde M. Reed, Richard W. Robbins, Andrew Schoeppel, and Oscar Stauffer, among
many others.

Date: 1909-1966
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THE McNALLY PITTSBURG MFG. CORP.
PITTSBURG, KANSAS

THOMAS McNALLY June 18, 1988

CHAIRMAN

Dear Sir:

X, e
T have been so mich eoncerned with the ettempt t;y
some folks, and I do not believe 1T originated in
the Attorney Gensral's offlce, to ralge ;hﬂ oa
rechnical question as to whatier or not ':ft;e pmpha
of Kansas should be given the right to vﬁ.?tgn the
fRyeht to Work" proposal, I am, today, Wi tgﬁ
My, Jobn Anderson, Attorney jeneral, a8 per
enaloned eonyo

#r anctien is prompted because of the tremendous
ﬂjx"-"es. sopt 1n Southesst Kansas over this quetgtifn,_-.
,;ﬁ.n' 1{terelly mndreds of paople have gaeﬂwn to
me ."";m?; it without sny aolicitetion, of couras,
on my pert.

I thought you would be {nterested in kmowing and
heviag & copy of this letter,

Thaniz you, everyons.

Youra very © I‘i}i};&g

-
—

T s
THowiEl

Enclasurs
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THOMAS MCNALLY

PITTSBURG, KANSAS

June 18, 1958

Mr, John Anderaom, Jr.
Attorney CGoneral
State House

Topeka, Hansas

Dear Mr., Anderson:

I have noted with mueh interest the position taken by the
Attorney Gemeral's office in raising the technical question
of whether the people of Kansss should exercise the right
to wote on the so-called "Right to Work" propossd amendment.

fBocause of the mumber of perscns who are now concernsde-
hundpads and thousends of Ksnsense<I am prompted to write
%6 you. They are concarped not only about the "Right %o
Work" amondment, but what appesrs to them to be an attompt
tn deprive them of their inalienable right to express
thoir views by the vote at the polls.

1 fesl that the Attorney General of Kansas is attorney
general Tor all the peoplie of Kansas., It has been
understanding that you eve that kind of a publie of ficianl,
but 4t seems to me that in this particular issue you have
a reaponsibility to imsure to Kansans the opportunity to
vote on & question that they menifestly want to vote on,
This would be, regardiess of wvour personal attitude toward
tha question itself, which I em surs you are not permitting
%o influence you.

Wa are both sware, I am sure, that your move has been
eradited by memy eritics to insistence by some peraons
who are fearful that the people will mot vote as these
persons desire, It is wnot my understanding that you are
8 man who would he pressured into s positlon sgainst your
own convictionz, but I am merely saying that that sort of
comment L8 being heard. I am sure that the psople of
Tansas are never as wuch interested in teshnicalities,
such as navs been brought up in this mutter of ths pro-
posed smondment, as they are in the main fssuee=the vital
thing, And, I am sure that there will be a great reaent-
ment 47 a move to prevent people from exercising their
right to wote ia suceessful.
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Mr, John Anderson; Ji, 2 June 18, 1958

The lawsuit to keep ths proposed amendmwent, whieh the
legislature has moved to submit to the peopls, off the
ballot 13 in effect saying that Kansans, after nearly
100 yeara of participating In demoeratic government,

are too lmmeture %o wote intelligently on how they shall
govern themselves,

If you have seld somsthing that challenges this statement,
I would appreciate knowing what you saild, I am sure tha®
you have something upon which to base your actlon and

thet you belleve it &3 your duty to act, But, I find it
imposaible to get away from the idea that the action,
whether intended or not, 1s one that challengss the right
of the paople of Kansaas to vote on a matter of axtrams
1mportansa,

T have spent a 1ifetime in Kansss and think I understand
Fansans, I am sure they want the right to vote, one way
or the other, on the proposed amendment,

Believe me, Mr, Anderson, I remsin

Yours very esspectfully,

THrwuiy

[ :f‘:-’:-'-"%;ﬁ e é%’? -
. , /
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Mr, Jobn Anderson, Jit, 2 June 18, 1958

The lawsult to keep Lhe propoaed amendment, which the
legislature has moved to submit to the pecple, off the
ballot 13 in effest saying that Kansans, after nearly
100 yesra of perticipating in democratlc govermaent,

are too lmmeture to vots intelligently on how they shall
govern themmelves,

If you bave seid something that chsllenges this statement,
I would appreeclate knowing what you sald. I am sure that
you have something upon which to base your action and
that you believe it ia your duty to act. But, T find it
impossible to get away from the idsa that the actien,
whether intended or not, is one that challenges the right
of the people of Eansss to vote on & mmtter of extrems

importanss,

I heve spent & 1ifetime in Kansas and thiok T understand
Kansans, I am sure they want the right %o vote, one way
or the other, on the proposed amendment.

Believe ms, Mr, Anderaon, I remain

Yours vory respectfully,

(o A et :}f/e
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Marais des Cygnes Massacre Centennial

TRADING POST, LINN COUNTY, KANSAS
1858 — May 19 — 1958

ELTON D. WILSON OLD SETTLERS'
Mound City REUNION
General Chairman May 18

Mr. Nyle H. Miller--2

we knew then and as subsequent developments have proved.
The meeting adjourned until the call of the chalrman.

The first meeting was called for March 1), and publie
meetings were held almost weekly there after. The at-
tendance at these meetings usually varied from twenty-
five to fifty persons, Organizatiocns rogulu-l;’rcpro-
gented included the La Cygne Commercial Club, Trading
Post Home Demonstration Unit, Trading Post Community
Club, Pleasanton Rotary Club, Pleasanton Booster Club,
Pleasanton Lions Club, Pleasanton V. F. W., Mound City
Chamber of Commer~ . Movnd City American Leglon post,
Linn County D. &. 3., county 4-H and Extension councilsj
while representatives from the Cadmus Grange, the Prescott
Commercial Club, and the Fort Scott Chamber of -Commerce
attended several meebtings. !

The cormittees appointed were program, publicity, fi-
nsnes, grounds, parads, concessions, and psnt&nninl Ball.
Of course thers was considerable overlapping for the
sake of liaison, In addition, a group from the am
committee cooperated with the cmmt{ ministerial alllance

in plenning the memorial program which was held Sunday,
May 18. So far as I know, the program committee was the
only one which held regular meetings, and we met almost
weelly., All the public meetings were held at Pleasanton
which was centrally located for people from the Eastern
part of the county, where, of course, the interest was
greateat., However, it should be noted that every town
and community in the county was represented in some way
--by its high school band, a queen candidate, a float,
or volunteer workers.

The centennial operated on a very low buaget so far as
cash expenditures by the committee wers concerned. Con-
tributions and miscellaneous receipts totaled about
$500, largely from sale of centennial vuttons and sou-
venir maps which were originally conceived as place

s Sale of tlckets to the Centennial Ball (ticket
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Marais des Cygnes Massacre Centennial

TRADING POST, LINN COUNTY, KANSAS
1858 — May 19 — 1958

ELTON D. WILSON OLL‘[.!{ ESL?;;['CI;;?RS‘
Mound City il
General Chairman

Mr. Nyle H. Miller--4

these tours and the mimeographed gulde sheets distri-
buted to the tourists, and the interest shown in the
antique and relic displays in shop windowa and public
places, especially in Pleasanton and Mound City, should
give lmpetus to a continuing pregram of pressrving and
publieizing the historic points in Linn County.

Of courss, we are indabied to you and your staff for jour

good help in research on stories and plctures and for
your ancourage_mnt.

John H. Morse
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Joun McCuisu
NEWTON, KANSAS

December 16, 1958

Mr. Fred Brinkerhoff
Pittsburg Headl
Pittsburg,

Recently 1 have become impressed with the
"new look" in our junior senator from Kansas.

He was one of four United States Senators to
publicly endorse Sherman Adams when Adams was
under fire and now he is firm and forthright
against Senator Dirkson as Republican leader
of the Senate.

This is just a personal note and please treat
it as such, but I do think that the junior
senator's 'mew Look" is worthy of study.

With all good wishes for a Merry Chrlstmas
and & Happy New Year, I am

Si}f}:}}}’; it
’ ‘m’—'// -2’55,4/?_
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CarerPiLLarR TRacTOR Co.

FEORIA 8, ILLINCIS

oFFicE oF THE PRESIDENT July 24, 1953

Dear Mr. Brinkerhoff:

The power of the press is great, and I have always
been intrigued with the devious ways in which it reaches
individuals.

Arnold Burnett, our estimable Managing Editor of
"The Journal", reaches me in his column, killing several
birds with one stone — (1) he brings his many readers a
message on an interesting part of the country, and (2)
the good humor of a Jayhawker and A.B. about the weather.

(Believe me, we too have our "puzzlements" about weather
in Peoria,)

And (3) as to the message about a Caterpillar
plant — I have no doubt but what the great State of
Kansas offers much as a location. I have to be careful
not to be influenced by the sound of an attractive lo-
cale, because you can appreciate that I, having married
a Kansan, would have two strikes on me.

Our latest plant is to be located in Decatur,
I1linois. It had to be reasonably contiguous to the
"mother" plant at Peoria because of the many components
it will obtain from that source. Moreover, it had to
be close to a variety of raw materials, Decatur had a
great many advantages for this particular installation
for we had operated a government plant there during the
war and had experienced a great many good things about
the community.

It's not likely that we will build another plant
for a long time; but should we, you can be sure that
Pittsburg, Kansas will have its innings.
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CaterPiLLAR TRacTOR CO.

Should you ever be up this way, we'll be glad to
have you pay us a call.

Sincerely yours,

LBNeumiller
mjs

P.S. An extra copy of A, B.'s story is enclosed. Sev-
eral people in the commnity sent me copies, th:.nking_I
might not have seen it; but, believe me, it was the first
thing I saw in the newspaper that particular day.

cc: Mr, Arnold Burnett

Mr. F, W. Brinkerhoff
Pittsburg, Kansas
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