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Thisis correspondence to and from newspaper editor and publisher Frederick W. Brinkerhoff. The bulk of letters
date from the 1940s and 1950s, Hisfirst newspaper job was with the Ottawa Herald, after which he worked for
the Fort Scott Republican, Chanute Sun, Chanute Tribune, Kansas City Star, Pittsburg Headlight, and the
Pittsburg Sun. Brinkerhoff was also vice-president and a director of Stauffer Publications as well as director of
Capper Publications Inc., the Topeka State Journal Company, and Newton Publishing Company. In addition, he
was vice-president of the KSEK Broadcasting Company in Pittsburg. Brinkerhoff was well known as ajournalist,
serving as president of the Kansas Press Association in 1935 and as chairman of the Kansas Associated Pressin
1946-1947. He a so served as a member of the Pulitzer Prize jury for editorial writing in 1950 and 1951. In 1956,
he received the William Allen White award to a Kansas editor for journalistic merit. Active in community affairs,
Brinkerhoff was a member of the board of the Pittsburg Public Library, served as chairman of the Pittsburg
Industrial Commission, and was on the board of directors and served aterm as president of the Pittsburg Chamber
of Commerce. He was also active in Republican party politics. Brinkerhoff was interested in the history of the
state and served as president of the Kansas State Historical Society in 1944. The correspondence is arranged
chronologically and grouped a phabetically by individuals with whom Brinkerhoff was in frequent contact,
including Roy F. Bailey, Arthur Capper, Rolla Clymer, Harry W. Colmery, Harry Darby, Jess C. Denious, Myron
George, Merl Huffman, Clyde M. Reed, Richard W. Robbins, Andrew Schoeppel, and Oscar Stauffer, among
many others.

Date: 1909-1966
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ALF M. LANDON
TOPEKA

July 5, 1966

Mr. F. W. Brinkerhoff
The Pittsburg Publishing Company
Pittsburg, Kensas

Dear Fred:

Your letter prompts another reccllection. Clyde Reed
once told me that Governor Stenley offered him his
privete secretaryship. Clyde declined. While he was
still there, the Governor then called Henry Allen at a
hotel in Topekm, and Clyde's ceb on the way back to town
from the executive mansion passed Henry's cab on the way
out to the executive mansion to eecept the Govermor's

of fer,

I was et the meeting in Topeka in 1918 before Keansas
Day when Sam Fitzpetrick mede & telk for Henry Allen and
Gomer Davies staged the drammtic walk to the rostrum

to shake hends with him and Joe Dolly followed him, as

I recall,

By the way, did you ever read The Golden Voice. It is
about Isaac Kalloch, one of the founders of Ottewa
University. If you haven't read it, I commend it te

you., If you don't find & eopy in the library at Pittsburg,
I'11 lend you my copy next time you are up.

With all good wishes,

éymw
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ALF M. LANDON

TOPEKA

July 11, 1966

¥r, F. W. Brinkerhoff
The Pittsburg Publishing Company
Pittsburg, Kenses

Dear Fred:

I was at the meeting in the old National Hotel in the
interest of Henry Allen's primery campaign for governor.
If you will recall, I wes Henry's menager for the Third
Distriet that year.

Dave Mulvane supported Billy Morgen in that rece. He was
not even at the meeting, After the meeting, Fitzpatrick
and I rode over to Kanses City together. We had always
been on opposed sides et home and were continually so
after that campaign.

When the metter of the delegation to the Republican National
Convention came up in 1920, Henry called me up at Topeka
and asked me to be & candidate for delegate. Fitzpatrick
was & candidete from Montgomery County.

I told them thet I couldn't beat Fitzpatrick but Hugh
Powell could because he could get the south end of the
county and I could get him enough from the north end to

put him over., That's the way it worked out. I carried

two big townships in the north end of the county for Powell.

Incidentally, I checked my recollection with Milt Tabor
and Milt sgrees, He said, "I don't think Dave ever spoke
to Henry Allen--if he could avoid it."

With al)l good wishes,

7 AT i
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STATE OF KANSAS

FORESTRY, FISH AND GAME COMMISSION

DAVE LEAHY
DIRECTOR

PRATT. KANSAS

August 16, 1956

Mr. Fred Brinkerhoff
Pittsburg Sun & Headlight
Pittsburg, Kansas

My Dear Fred:

I have just read the reprint of your editorial in the
Topeka Daily Capttal. With customary genius you again hit
the nail on the head. )

This campaign was terrible and too much was sald by news-
papers without getting facts. I am glad to note your forth-
right stand in the determination to correct some of these
abuses., There are certainly many things news reporters can
dig up much more interesting than statements from this and
that irresponsible. Now, if you will start a campaign about
the use of the word 'blast', so prevalent in headline usage
today, then you will be on the way to meriting a Pulitzer
prize.

Tncidentally, the P & M Coal Company has turned over to us
Bl acres of their land in Cherokee County which we propose
to use for an improved fishing area. This is in le eping
with the promise .he coal company made to us when we net in
Pittsburg some time ago. The more of these that we can pro-
cure, the greater will be our efforts in improving fishing
in Southeast Kansas.

My warmest personal regards and congratulations on your
editorigl.stand.

Yours #Zruly,

Dave Leahy
Director

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228487 ~ Page 3732/6520
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Frederick W. Brinker hoff correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/228487 ~ Page 3733/6520
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Frederick W. Brinkerhoff correspondence

K Skt Collg

Manhattan, Kansas

Technical Journalism October 3, 1956

Mr. F. W. Brinkerhoff
Publisher

Pittsburg Headlight & Sun
Pittsburg, Kansas

Dear TFred:

We would like wery much to have you speak to our
journalism students some Thursday afternoon this
year at 4 o'clock. Open dates on our schedule
include October 25, November 1, 8, 15, 29,
December 13, January 10, and almost any Thursday
you might mention in February, March and April,
except the Thursday before Easter Sunday.

I believe you are chairman of the Freedom of In-
formation committee of the Kansas Press Association
this year. For that reason we are especially eager
to have you speak to our students. If you can be
here I hope you will come prepared to spend the
evening with us in my home or one of the other
faculty homes. The boys like to have these informal
evenings with professional journalists so they will
have an opportunity to ask questions.

t r

ashbrook, Head
Journalism

Please let me hear from yau.
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ALF M. LANDON
TOPEKA

Mey 21, 1958

PERSONAL

Mr. Fred Brinkerhoff
The Headlight
Pittsburg, Kansas

Dear Fred:
Consider the following facts:

1. Judge Mellott went to Mayo's & year ago. Since then
we have been limping elong with one judge.

2. Governor Arn was checked by the FBI four times. A
good Washington reporter advised me that "his file is
the longest in the history of the Justice Department on
a Federal District Judge appointment".

3. Three weeks before I issued my statement the Star
reported that Arn was eliminated. No other name had been
checked. Neither Senator had even announced his recommends-
tion of Mr. Arn - or anyone else,

4, On the day I gave my interview the Kansas City Times
carried a story from their Washington Bureau that it would
be several weeks before snother name would be considered
for the Federal Distriet Judge in Kansas.

5. Congress is going to recess early - this being a
cempaign year. Several weeks' delay would mesn almost a
certainty thet the Senate Judiciary Committee would mot
get around to considering the appointment and the Senate
voting on it before the recess. That would mean we would
not have an appointment for esnother Distriet Judge umtil
Congress reconvened after the November election - which
would probably throw it into 1959.

6., If you read the editoriml in the Capital this morning
you will see how orowded the docket is despite Senator
Schoeppel's statement that it is "up".

If that does not constitute a "soandalous™ bloek to justise
in Kensas I don't know what would.

I mey say that during the Bar Association Convention I

talked with mamy lewyers. You know most of the older ones,
Several of them used that adjective. They all were extremely
eoritieal at the delay in naming the new Federal District
Judge. Both Jim loKey and Dallas Knapp commented that the
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Mr. Fred Brinkerhoff
May 21, 1958
Page two.

way Judge Hill was working to try to keep the docket
up we might have another vacancy.

The FEI man was in this afternoon but missed me. He
left word that he wanted to talk to me sbout this
Federal Judgeship and would be back. Msybe I did
"]ambast the two Senators imto action".

Alvin MeCoy wrote me as of Monday that a new Judge
would be nemed this week. At least Carlsen's offiece
announced Saturday that he and Schoeppel would go into
2 huddle Mondey with Darby to discuss another neme.

Yesterdey morning there was a short AP dispateh to the
effect thet Senator Schoeppel's office had said there
were some 10 names being considered. I am informed that
the Justice Department and the FBI only check one name

at a time. The Senators for some strange reason seem to
be trying to eveid a public statement of their rec ommenda-
tion.

I intended to write you today anyhow. We have another
strange situation in Kansas public effairs. No candidate
hes snnounced for the vacancy on the Supreme Court ticlst.
Yesterday I was visiting with Walter Thiele. We were
discussing that fact. As Walter said, we ought to have
a Justice from Southesstern Kansas. I asked him who
would meke & good man. He suggested a young lawyer in
A. B. Xeller's office. I think the name is Wilbur. I
don't kmow him, If you cere to interest yourself T wish
you would find out whether he is interested in & judiciel
career or not. If he is, I think the time would be ripe.

With all good wishes =

e
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ALF M. LANDON

TOFPEKA

June 18, 1968

Mr. Fred W. Brinkerhoff
Pittsburg Headlight & Sun
Pittsburg, Kensas

Dear Fred:

Naturally I was happy at the compliments
you pay me inm your editorial "Landon for
Reed". But even more than that was the
pleasure of realizing that the 0ld Master
has not lost his touch, You can really
write.

Sorry not to have seen you when you were
in town.

With all good wishes -

27 L
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ALF M. LANDON

TOFEKA

December 12, 1968

Mr. Fred W. Brinkerhoff
Pittsburg Pub. Company
Pittsburg, Kansas

Dear Fred:

Thenk you for sending me your bully editorial.

I remember saying to Walter Fees some years ego when he
called me sbout the slate for Kansas Day, "They are the same
0ld names. Get some young fellows in".

The enclosed covers the same ground you do and more. It
can be surmed up in & nutshell. The Republican Party has
(1) the tag of an enti-labor party with one group; (2) the
tag of an anti-farmer party with enother group; (2) a stand
for nothing different on basic issues than the Democrats -
with another large group.

Ohio is Exhibit A. The regulatory right-to-work legislation
was passed in 1947. It was made an issue and especially Taft
in his ceampaign for re-election in 1948. Yet Taft won by a
big vote end got & whopping vote in indus trial towns end labor
precincts. A lot of labor and especially their relatives felt
that the unions needed some legislation but right-to-work wes
a "hoss" of & different color. It was an atbtack on the basic
principle end structure of unionism. Even if successful it is
like the old story of the Union soldier in the tag end of the
Civil War leveling his gun on ean old, ragged, half -starved
Confederate hiding in some bushes and yelling at him, "Coms on
out - I've got you". The Confederate came out, saying, "Yes,
you've got me, but a hell of a get you've got".

Both Bricker and 0'Neil tried to keep right-to-work from being
an issue in Ohio in this cempaign. Knowland as Republican
jeader of the Senate dramatized the position of the Republican
Party 2ll over the country.

But the most discouraging thing to me are the interpretations
being placed by Republican leaders on the last election results.
Last Seturdsy the cheirman of the Senate Campaign Committee
1isted the following fectors as contributing to the defeat of
the Republican Perty in the last election:

A. Distrust of the national defense program,
B. Rising prices.

C. Foreign policy.

p. Lack of contribution to the Party's coffers.
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December 12, 1958
Page two.

The same day the Republican leader of the Senate in his post=
election interview said the reorganization of the Republican
Party had to begin at the state and county level with profession=-
al full-time help, that the GOP begin now its search for photo-
genic candidates. He listed the following factors for the
Republican defeat:

A, Economic recession.
E. Dismay over Soviet technical progress in
the satellite field.
C. The affair of Sherman Adams.
D. Dissetisfection of the farmers in some aresas.

Postmester-General Summerfield seemed to think we had to carry
on a cempeign sgeinst organized labor.

The county chairman of Sedgwick County after the election con-
tinued the sttack on "thoss who control our great labor
organizations in America and if your blood doesn't runm cold
then I will miss my guess".

I think both Senator Schoeppel and Senator Knowlend mentioned
factors that contributed to the last election disaster. But
I think the points I heve listed are the key omes.

I wrote Clyde Reed, Jr. complimenting him on his talk last
Saturday end expressed the wish that we hed had more of that
in the last cempeign., Incidentally, I also mede the same
point to Clyde when he talked to me sbout his campaign last
Jamuary that you do in your excellent editorial - that the
nominee is going to be confronted with rebuilding the perty
organization from the ground up and that was an extremely
diffieult thing for a candidete to do.

With best wishes as always -
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