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Thisis correspondence to and from newspaper editor and publisher Frederick W. Brinkerhoff. The bulk of letters
date from the 1940s and 1950s, Hisfirst newspaper job was with the Ottawa Herald, after which he worked for
the Fort Scott Republican, Chanute Sun, Chanute Tribune, Kansas City Star, Pittsburg Headlight, and the
Pittsburg Sun. Brinkerhoff was also vice-president and a director of Stauffer Publications as well as director of
Capper Publications Inc., the Topeka State Journal Company, and Newton Publishing Company. In addition, he
was vice-president of the KSEK Broadcasting Company in Pittsburg. Brinkerhoff was well known as ajournalist,
serving as president of the Kansas Press Association in 1935 and as chairman of the Kansas Associated Pressin
1946-1947. He a so served as a member of the Pulitzer Prize jury for editorial writing in 1950 and 1951. In 1956,
he received the William Allen White award to a Kansas editor for journalistic merit. Active in community affairs,
Brinkerhoff was a member of the board of the Pittsburg Public Library, served as chairman of the Pittsburg
Industrial Commission, and was on the board of directors and served aterm as president of the Pittsburg Chamber
of Commerce. He was also active in Republican party politics. Brinkerhoff was interested in the history of the
state and served as president of the Kansas State Historical Society in 1944. The correspondence is arranged
chronologically and grouped a phabetically by individuals with whom Brinkerhoff was in frequent contact,
including Roy F. Bailey, Arthur Capper, Rolla Clymer, Harry W. Colmery, Harry Darby, Jess C. Denious, Myron
George, Merl Huffman, Clyde M. Reed, Richard W. Robbins, Andrew Schoeppel, and Oscar Stauffer, among
many others.

Date: 1909-1966

Callnumber: Frederick W. Brinkerhoff Coll. #97, Box 1 Folder 1 - Box 8 Folder 5
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The Topeka State Journal

TOPEKA, KANSAS
May 10, 1952

Fred Brinkerhoff,
Pittsburg Headlight & Sun,
Pittsburg, Kan.

Dear Fred:

As you know, we are presently carrying
on a campaign for the city manager plan, which
we hope to bring to a vote in November. In
this connectlon we are introducing a series
by Ransas editors on the manager plan as it
works in their towns.

Mr. Stauffer suggested you might be
willing to give us a srncd piece on fthe
manager Dlan as it now works in Pittsburg and
compared to the previous form of government.

Specific accomplishments would be of
particular interest.

We were crateful for your recent
editorial on the subject, which you may have
seen in The State Journal as a reprint.

anything you feel able to do on this
will be appreciated and a favor which we can
hope some time to refurn.

With best personal regards,

-Eom L. K.iene.
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JOHN L. KIRKPATRICK, District Judge
OLATHE, KANSAS
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E, A. BRILES

The Stafford Courier i ety

BUSINESS MANAGER

PHONE No. 12
STAFFORD, KANSAS

Sep. 28, 1957

F. W. Brinkerhoff, Chairman,
K.P.A. Right-to-Know Committee,
The Headlight,

Pittsburg, Kabs.

DearBrink:

I'm sorry to have to inform you that I will not be at the
meeting in Topeka Oct. 4

Mrs. Briles has cancer of the liver and will not live many
months. At present she is at home, where she prefers to be.
She is able to sit up some each day and go for a short ride
in the car in nice weather.

Fortunately I have been able to arrange my affiars so I can
be at home alomst all the time and take care of her needs.
As long as this situation continues, I consider it my duty,
and privilege, to be with her all I can. I do not expect

to leave town for anything.

Do wish I could be at the meeting, because I am interested
in the work of this committee. I think the three non-news-
paper members add strength to it and its efforts.

Sincerely,

Errtf

E. A. Briles

cc: Larry Miller
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STATE OF KANSAS = SENATE CHAMBER

JAMES W. PORTER, Senator Sixteenth District
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS TOPEKA, KANSAS

Chairman: Federal and State Affairs
Member

Banks and Banking

Committee on Committees

Education

Insurance October 3. 1957
Judiciary
Legislative and Congressional
Apportionment
Municipalities
Water Resources
Mr. Fred Brinkerhoff
Publisher, Pittsburg Headlight

Pittsburg, Kansas

Dear Mr. Brinkerhoff:

I am Chairman of the Committee on Federal, State, and
Local Government of the Kansas Legislative Council to
which has been referred Proposal No. 17, relating to a
study, report, and recommendations as to certain records
and meetings of Governmental Bodies and Officers,
commonly referred to as the '"right to know'". Last spring
shortly after this proposal was referred to our committee,
Representative Marion R. Krehbiel, who is vice chairman
of the committee, discussed the proposal with Mr. Elton
Carter, President of the Kansas Press Association. Mr.
Carter advised us that a hearing on the proposal should
be delayed until such time as a committee then being
established by the Kansas Press Association would have the
opportunity to prepare material for presentation to our
committee relative to this proposal. I understand from
Representative Krehbiel that you are Chairman of this
committee. :

I will appreciate being advised as to the progress of your
committee and as to an approximate time when you and your
committee would be able to appear before the Legislative
Council Committee with respect to this proposal. The
next Legislative Council session is scheduled for about
the middle of November, 1957. If you committee is ready
by that time, then I am certain a hearing may be held
sometime during the Legislative Meeting.
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I think that the comsideration of this proposal should
not be delayed too long but the committee felt that a
postponement was wise until we should have full
advantage of the information which undoubtedly is
being assembled by your committee on this subject. My
committee is, of course, primarily interested in
specific cases, where official public records and
meetings of public officials are not available or open
to the public.

I will appreciate hearing from you at your early
convenience.,

Sigeerely,

&

James W. Porter
Chairman of Committee on
Federal, State and Local
Government,

Legislative Council

320 New England Building
Topeka, Kansas
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OFFICERS

President
ELTON CARTER
Norton Telegram

Vice-President
HOWARD WILSON
Jetmore Republican

Treasurer

CLYDE M. REED, JR.
Parsons Sun

DIRECTORS

First District
JOHN CHANDLER
Holton Recorder

Becond District
DON HULS
Ottawa Herald
Third District
W. W. KEITH
Winfield Daily Courier
Fourth Distriet
GEORGE CLASEN
Florencs Bulletin
Fifth District
OTTO A, EPF
Tribune, Greeley County

Republican
Sixth District

N LILL
Plainville Times

MEMBERSHIP
CHATRMAN

WEEKLY
JOHN A. BOYER
Scott GIQ‘ News=

Chronicle

DAILY
ART NEWLIN
welﬁrrmnn Daily News

LEGISLATIVE
CHATRMAN

AN . MONTGOMERY
‘Ofl'uncuon city Union

PAST-PRESIDENT

MeDILL: BOYD
phillipsburg Roview

RS SRS S TR
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PHONE 3-6206
701 JACKSON ST., TOPEKA

May 22, 1957.

LARRY MILLER,
General Manager

Mr. F. W, Brinkerhoff,
Pittsburg Headlight & Sun,
Pittsburg, Kensas.

Dear Fred:

Mrs. Docking likes the cut used in the
Sun on May 12th and the Headlight on May 1hth. Would it
be possible for you to cbtain a glossy of each and send
them to me, billing us for same?

I had a conversation with Marion Krehbiel
on Right-to-Know yesterday and was impressed with the idea
that he is not as hot on the Legislative Council hearing
as he was a month or so ago.

I felt from his conversation it might be
possible to delay this indefinitely as far as the Legis-
lative Council is concerned. In some ways, this would be
better. Get our Committee formed and see how the one law
that was passed works and have a better report for the
Legislature than we could give the Legislature through the
Legislative Council in September if we have to meet with
them in September.

I think it should be built around the
Hamilton, Missouri, case. I realize this is not a Kansas
case, but Hamilton is only 40 miles east of St. Joeand it
is documented and would make a pretty good case with some
fill-ins on Kansas examples.

Elton says "I want a big name for the ninth
member of the Right-to-Know Committee" and I do think it
would have some merit. We have a judge and a school ad-
ministrator, and it seems to me that a business man would
round this out well. Maybe he doesn't need to be as well
known as I would like, but I cannot help but think of the
name Ned Fleming or Ray Dillon. Actually, we have one from
the southeast and one from the southwest, and maybe this
man should be from either the northeast or northwest.
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NORTON DAILY TELEGEYN

ABVERTISING - PUBLISHING

Writon, fiensas

TELEPHONE 223
May 20, 1957

Dear Fred:
Thanks for your note,
Enclosed is a letter by Marion Krehbiel and a reply

to it, The letters are self-explanatory. Enclosed, too, is

an editorial from the Ottawa Herald which might be a Right-t0-

Know problem.

Will try to get the ninth man lined up soon, I welcome
any suggestions you have, Meantime I111 explore a couple of
posskbilities. Larry seems to want a big name,

Regards,

ce: to Larry Miller
PS T mentioned to Larry that Maurice Lundgren might have some

ready made case history material for your conmittee. He gathered

information for classroom work two or three years agos

OLDEST DAILY NEWSPAPER IN WESTERN KANSAS
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May 1k,

The Hon, James Y, Porter
Senator, Iistrict 16,

1illard, Eildscn, Lewls & Forter
Attoernesys=at-luw

Topeka, Kanaas

Tear Jim:

Y visited this morning with Slton Carter, publisher of Lhs
Vorton lally Tel-=gram and yresldent of the Yansas Pre3s Asen.,
in regard to cur c.mmittes moctin: June 13-1) at whilech yon
wanted him and others cf the Fross to eppear rslative to the
Right-tec=-¥now propeszals.

He would like very msuch to postpona this nearing untll &« lator
mesting cf our State Affalrs commlttee for the simple reason
that a FFa ecommittee 18 now beling or:anized for the axpreas
purpose of assembling just tne ¥ind of evidence you wunted to
hear, but will anot have completed 1ts work by tnen.

Thia new commlttee of Xii, [ormed st the January state mesiling
but not vet actlivaced, pending ap.olntment of the final nember
next weelr, is composed of nine vury carefnll;, echiosen men, slx
from ths Prass, one educater, ons sttermey and ons Lualness man,
811 of whem have been ap olnted oxce,t the latter, ir. "eua
dughes of PLlitsbarg has accepnted as an educator and Judge Clavk
Wallace of ¥ingasn as ihe atbormey, sc you can 3ee the callbre
of the men who will make thls avver,

In my own miad, I think it would be wlse Lo tal"e up scue other
agenda at the June 13-~1! meetfiry and delay tds nearing until a
later mesting 3o we can go over all the uaterial thls com.lites
has daveloped. If we hear tham now, we'll probably have to hear
them again later anyway aiter tuel: [lnal report back to Kra,

I'd be glad to have your ideas, =nd if it isn't convenient to
postpone, Carter suys that he wlll have representstion therse
on the original dates,

‘,

Sincerest perscnal regards ., . » ?’\AV
wiNT Harten Re
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