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Thisis correspondence sent and received by members of the Kansas State Temperance Union, including Robert
Norris, secretary Topeka, Kansas;, John Marshall, attorney, Ellsworth, Kansas; and Julian K. Codding, attorney,
Wamego, Kansas. A letter from H. C. Ericsson, sheriff of Wabaunsee County, lists the names of several
individual s that have been "seen drinking." Frequent |etters are exchanged with George H. Stuessi, an attorney in
Pittsburg, Kansas, regarding legal casesinvolving acohol in Girard, Kansas. Although Kansas was the first state

to adopt a constitutional amendment prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquorsin 1880, the law was largely
unenforced.

Date: 1906

Callnumber: Temperance History Coll. #645, Box 6 Folder 4 - Box 7 Folder 4
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 227639
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BYRON C. MITCHNER,

LAWYER.
ST. MARYS KANSAS.

St JMarvs,Kansas,I/3/08.

Hon.J .K.Codding,
Wamego ,Kansas.
Dear Coding:
I want to talk with you in regard to matter of the

Harmonay Clubd here,batter kiown as the Americdn Social and Litsrary
Club,the erstwhile sponssr of which was,0ol.James Grahem,of the
22" Kansas,perhaps vou are agquainted with him. Some time back the
olud went temporarily out of business. The heve again opend up in
new quarters— in the Pessemier building across the strest from
their former looation. I had a talk with Mr.Hicks about the matter

at the request of John T.Moss and some of the other membars,who
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BYRON C. MITCHNER,
LAWYER.
ST. MARYS KANSAS.

wars anxious to have ths Club continue,and he told me,that if I
thougnt it all right,he would lsave the mattsr to me, Now I have
told the voys how best to run the same,and not violate the law,and
they are doing it. To bagin with,vou know that as a matter of

prineiple | am azainst an resort of th= kind. But while one may
nhold this as a theory,it will not always work. in practice. I think

that sometines %M it is wise té minimise evil,when vou can not
avosolutely prohibit it. The business men of the town sa=m to think
that a well conducted Club is all rignt,and a good thing for the
town. Howsver that may be,it is sertain,that a placs whare they
can Arink nothing but beer,is nush better then Drugg Stors Saloons.

_ Now the only dangsr that I 22 in the matter,is this,and L want to
pa perfactly frank with vou in the matter.
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BYRON C. MITCHNER,

LAWYER.
ST. MARYS KANSAS.

Graham on accouit of his drunkenness was expellsd, as one or two
of his intimats frisends,and on this ascount,he is bitter. He uey
want to enlist vou in th= closing of the place,as well as the othar
Harmony. Now Jule all I ask of vou is this. If at any time you
shouldxzamim contemplate anv proesedings ~ith-r against the build-—

ing on accont of Pesssmier being the owner,o¥ against the Club,

that you 1ot me know,and I will se= that it ceases without any
trouvle. When vou ars down here soms time would like to talk the
matter over with vou mor= fully.

Yours Truly,

P1e. OF course what I have said in regard to Mr.Hick is confi- '
dential. :
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Law Office of

; W, Clyde Wolfe
Ellsworth, Kansas : i
LLre, V'wafk N et et Ho 4716“2—4-//50% M%)Z"M
. ﬁmwd {L%WMW%/%‘M/

whovn, e Mot ﬁ# Trcocororit. ﬁof/bﬁf Kalantsg % Hoiite
{J\ Cdo W{ ol O 7& Fedlly g«) ./'MM'?TM'
ok A 0N TOUSHE Lo ne Pee 80 I erll Rsony
Whah Ao cducass.  Guluns oo ln aboucs,

S epn

www.kansasmemory.org/item/227639 ~ Page 30/797
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

