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218 Hawthorne Drive
Ontario, Calitornia

December 14, 1949.

Mydear Mrs. Stanley:-

How do you
like my home-made $tationery % I'm not
sure whether it is e-r-y or a-r-y, so if
I ever get it correct, it is a mistake!

I never was strong on spelling and I
shall never forget once when I was teaching
in Quincy, I was attempting to put some-
thing across to my third graders regarding
the rotation of the earth, and had written
ofbet on the board. I knew at the time
that it could be spelled wrong but tho't
they wouldn't know and probably the spelling
wouldn't interfere with what I was trying
to tell them. Of course Mr. Stanley would_
come in just then and of course that mis-
spelled word was the first thing he saw. He
pronounced it severzl times with the emphas-
is on et. Naturally I never forgot how to
spell it afterwards.

That all seems so long ago, and yet it
is all so vivid in my memory. All those
teachers and all so nice to me who felt so
like a little school girl amomg them.

Well, coming back to 1949 - you may
have noticed I have a new address. We be
bought a house and moved in iy August, and
have been working at it ever since to dress
it up. The previous owners weren't people
to keep things in repair,so there were many
little things to do before the redecorating
began. The grapes came in for attention
early in September, and a neighbor needeq
her grape- and also peach harvest supervided
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and askeé Claude to do that - her husband

had passed on since the previous season -

and then we just plain took four daws off

to go up to the mountains and turn up our
—~. toes.

Now we have everything pretty well under
control and Claude will stop the water here
and start his pruning next week. Our grapes
disappointed us. There were several tons
less than we or anyone else expected and the
price had dropped $30 a ton, so we didn't
come out as we had hoped or expected.

You spoke of the growth of Topeka. -
imagine I would be amazed at the change.
Most towns have built up so during and since
the war, and I can't say 1 like the change.
So many of those building projects are no
artistic addition to the towns, and some
are so poorly constructed, the contractors

“ should be hung up by the thumbs. The G.I's.
had to buy them or sleep on the ditch bank.

You told me all you knew about Alice Hug-
gins in your last letter. I wonder if
anything more has developed since. I saw
in the Washburn Bulletin which Marion McGaw
Welhouse sends me occasionally, that Alice
has written two books - T'he Red Chair Waits
and Fragrant Jade. I do hope to find them
in the library and read them. The commun-
ists have surely taken over China. I don't
suppose many thousands have any idea what
it's all about, but are forced to follow
their leader.

% I wish I might have been at that June
meeting of the Altruists. So many I knew
were there. I have seen Mary Johnson Hall
since, but not to have & visit with her.
After Christmas Ilm hoping she can come out
to visit me. She hopes to meke Untario her
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home, but tho' 1 have been watching "Un-
furnished Apartment™ ads I haven't seen
one that suits her case. It would sure-
ly be grand to have her and Edith in my
own town agein after all these years. They
were my closest friends during my H.S. days iy
I had forgotten, 'til I just re-read

your letvter that you had asked us for our
pictures. We don't have any, good enough

to send at present but am going to try to

get some, e have a partly used film in
the kodek right now, Was glad to know
about Marion Kenney. Do you remember Jo-
sephine Tice? She has never married and
has recently moved to Ladolla from Los An=-
geles and has retired from working with the
"L.A. Public Welfare Dept. (or something).

I keep intending to write her. I knew her
when I lived in Topeka and we were in the
same Sunday School class. So many of the
- older people I knew in the church are gone, —
~and many of the younger ones I wonder about

Do you happen to kunow what ever became :
of that beautitul Beemen girl - Merle I think
her neme was - a niece of the Coes? I thirk
Mr. and Mrs. Coe are both gone. I know
nothing about the Coe children tho' they are
children no longer, unless I am too! Mar-
garet Woodfor Hosack spent a weekK with me
recently. We love to have her here, she
is so calm and serene - just like my blessed
mother. I had read in the Washburn Bulle-
tin about May Hathaway's trials.

When Helen and Edith Johnston were out
here this past summer, they all were in On-
tario one day and called. We had only bee”
in the house a ddy or two, so of course
everything was what 1s known as a messS. But
they understood.

We have just begun having really cold
weather the last several days. The citrus
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growers had to smudge three or four nights,
which is no help to a newly painted house®
But I guess those people were here Ifirst,
and who are newcomers to meke a fuss? k §
— have been baby-siitting some this rall and
am interested in the ideas dirrerent sets
of parents have about rearing tneir broods!
I could joyrully make suggestions to somell
One father, a college professor, told me
that he and his wife wanted me to spank 1if
the occasion demanded, as they bellieved in
training their children at both ends. So
one night I had to tell the 5- and 6- year olds
what their father had said. Of course it
dispelled any need ol beating them up, but I
was almost brouw ht to tears when little Don-
nie, six, climbed up on the devenport beside
me, with- a stick in his hand, and whispered,
*1f you need to punish us, this is what Dad-
dy usesi®™®" Discipline isn't so simple in
some other cases and I -long for the stick
Daddy doesn't use and, in my estimation,
should!!

We have a fine H.S. & Jr. College here
and it brings fine things for us to see and
hear. They have a splendid music Dept. &nd
tomorrow - I guess not, but shortly - we will
be hearing the Messiah given in the Audito-
rium, but the chorus is made up of volunteers
from the community. It is always such a
grand thing to hear. I should like to have
been inn it, but I don't drive at night and
I didn't want Claude to have to take meafter
working all day, so decided I'd sit back and
enjoy it from the audience.

P We are not going down to Holtville this
year as Lucilla's husband's femily are hav-
ing a big reunion, coming from the Iour cor-
ners of the globe. We shall miss not being
with the children, and their tree, which we
nave done for the past thirteen years, but I'M
truly glad not to make the trip this time of

e
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year. One's own home is a nice plece to be
in cold weather. vur new home has a good

furnace which we enjoy very much.

Claude has goje to bed and sounds as if
he is resting beautiiully. I'm so glad you -
could meet him for he is such a fine men, sc
kind and thoughttul, and considerate to a
fault. Now I must sign off and get into
my little bed.

I suppose you'll see K. and Don during the
holiday, and if so, give them my best. Also
keep a great deal of some for yourself.

Wishing you a'very happy Christmas and
New Year, I am, as ever,

Alice T. sShaw.

Claude joins me in sending lLéve ana
Christmas greetings.
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