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This correspondence was sent and received by Kansas State Temperance Union secretaries T.E. Stephens, A.D.
Wilcox, and J.E. Everett. Each exchanged letters with religious leaders across the state, including Rev. H.G.
Fraser from Ottawa, Rev. C.C. Brown of Tonganoxie, Rev. J.M. Leonard of lola, Rev. R.A. Bolton of Junction
City, Rev. James Kerr of Scandia, Rev. JK. Miller of Manhattan, Rev. A.W. Cummings of Canton, Rev. John A.
Holmes of Harper, Rev. W.H. Eaton of Cherryvale, Rev. H.H. Bowen of Glen Elder, and Rev. Fred Grey of
Alton. Organizations involved in the temperance movement include the Kansas State Temperance Union (KSTU),
the Twentieth Century Total Abstinence Union (TCTAU), the Anti-Cigarette L eague, the American Anti-Saloon
League (AASL), the Women's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) and others. This collection a so includes
local subscription lists for those supporting the Kansas State Temperance Union in Phillipsburg, Lakin, LeRoy,
Cimarron, Dodge City, Liberal, Greensburg, Cunningham, Sedgwick, Mount Hope and Colwich. Other
correspondents include attorney John Wiswell in Columbus, EImer Lawrence, publisher of The Sunbeam, a
weekly Christian journal in Galena, and several members of the Independent Order of Good Templars, including
George F. Fullinwider of El Dorado, S.S. Jackson of Scranton, and Mrs. Kate A. Billings of Clyde. Much of the
correspondence concerns efforts to advance anti-liquor agendasin local, state, and national politics. Considerable
correspondence with organizations in other states is included. Although Kansas was the first state to adopt a
constitutional amendment prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors in 1880, the law was largely unenforced.
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C. B. MASON, R. F. MASON,
Atiorney and Notary. Real Estate, Loan and Insurance.

MASON'S
Law, Notarial, and Real Estate Office.

li Ottawa, Kansas, May 19th 1902, 190

Hon.F.D.Coburn,
Topeka Kansas.
Dear sir & Friend.
Knowing what a busy man you are,and how important are the
subjects confided to your official care,I am somewhat loth to write vou at
length on a toplc which for the past ten years has in a grést degree en-
grossed my attention.But seeing that you have been placed at the head ofthe

Temperance organization of the state,and thls subject being that to which
I allude,I take the liberty(nct for publiecation)of trespassing on your tinme
by this letter.

In the first place,the fact that apathy or duplicity,one or the other has
taken possession of the majority of the political leaders of the state in
ell parties is so apparent ,that the subject of temperance comes down with
a dull thug when it strikes the masses of the voters.Again the moral effect
of the prevalence of this condition makes even the professors of religion
¥ho by reason of temperence being a cerdinsl principle of christianity ,
ought to be in a state of enthusiasmmabout it) manifest a general perfuncto-
riness,tiresome doubtlessYother people than myself,

Dr Quayle I think struck a keynote when he spoke of education belng the
great necessity,and the only power that will avail.Now I agree with him as
to his opinion but in all probability he would disagree with me as to what
constitutes education on the gubstion. I do not Know whether you are aware
of it,but I have never been known as a professor of what 1s called religion
as popularly recognized,but have slways been liberal and inclined to do my
own thinking,and inreference to the subject of intoxicating liquors,am very
clear that so long as intemperance is viewed asiarelce only as it is by the
churcn,Just S0 long will conditiong remain as it has for centuries past,the
discussion resulting in only saving some peculiar order of minds who wor-
ship their God,from hope of Heaven,or fear of Hell in the remote futurity ,
rather then realizing that man's chief duty 1s here below.Unquestionably
the people of Kansas have spoken correctly in declaring substantially that
intoxicating liquors are unfit for any use except those not prohibited,and
the lnherent rectitude of the amendment will grow in the consciences of
men,as all right principles do.But the great feature of educating the mas-
ses should be to bring home vivldlytaﬁﬁudgment of the people,the now uni-
versal accepted fact,that inebriety,intemperance or drunkenness is a phys-
ical disease,and from its nature more loathsome than other diseases.That it
is a specific disease derived from the habitual use of alcohol,can be dem-
onstatédd to the aimple§fm1nds,and i1llustrated in many ways that ought to
be instructive and attractive.As it is now,the temperance issue is in a rut
that 1t must be gotten omt of,if people are to be roused into action. It
Seems to me,that appeals to the absolute rectitude of the amendment,and the
duty of all good citizens irrespective of party or s&ct to the enforcement
of the prohibitory law,but above all as matter of education the rersistent
effort to impress upon every hearer until it becomes familiar as any every
day knowledge,the mental and physlclogical effects of usi alcohol hebitu-
8lly 1s what would aweken,end revitalize %%Eré"%¥&i? exlsting now,

6. /9. Heakon)
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REV. HOWARD H. RUSSELL, REV. EDWIN C. DINWIDDIE.
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT. LEGISLATIVE SUPERINTENDENT.

The Elmerican Enti=Saloon League

24-20 BLISS BUILDING

Teewrnoxe, Easr 162

UWashington, ®. ¢, May 23, 1902,

Daar Brother:

Instaad of arguing our side of the @antaen quastion=--
to which our National Ieagua has devoted the largest share of its
Tagislative afforts sincs opaning our Washington office--it was
deamad best to make my raport to our last convantion mors of an
historical s¥atament of the facts about the last contest. This
was done, and tha statamants harain contained may be implicitly
relied upon by our workers and the publie, Tt was not axnaustive
but it was aceurats so far as it did ge.

our friands faael that thea League, state and local, as
wall as national, will ba benafitted by a wide distribution of
thesa reports. Ona of our 3snatorial friands made it a publie
documant and 14 is frankable through ths mails, It will ba spac-
iallv of advantage in tha hands of your subscribsrs and ministers
upen whom tha Lsagus work so much depsands.

I write to inquire if you can use a quantity of thasa
in your 8tats, MNo poatags rAaquirad if nothing inasarted besidas
this documsnt and at ths figures, will send franked anvelopes
80 that you simply addrass the anvelopas, seal and mail tham,

wa may be able to do bettar, but c&n not now promise it,
than 312 par thousand with anvelopss as statad.

If you want Trom 2 to 5,000, ask for specilal quotation
and wa shall maks it of advantags %o use a largs quantity.

Lat ma hear how many vou wish as aarly as possibla.
Ramit by Exprasas or postal monay ordar or draft on N, Y.
Chieago, and thay will he forwarded promptly.

bl
or
Sinearaly and truly,

iy g@ o & ooy
e i, B ke

A
i

Lagislativa Supt. A. A. 3. L.
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GENERAL OFFICE

Cve Ransas State Temperance umon.(\
C

Mabe all money ovders payable to “State Temperance Untan ™ e,
a s J Topeka, Kansas, May 31, 1902,
e
3

703 Jacksox STREET, TOPEKA.

Rev. F. W. Emerson,
Alma, Kansas.

dear Brother.——
ot I find that Dr. MeParland cannot meet with us at the

hour on Tuesdsy that we spoke of, but can meet at eight o'eloek thet
morning, So I will try to arrange for the conference at the sarlier
hour. It will be at Mr. Coburn's office.

The more I think about the matter 1in hand, the more strongly I feel
that vou can be more useful to the cause by eontinuing in your present
work. Doubtless you will Pfeel that it is not for me to give you 2dviea,
but I am sure, on the other hand, that you will regard umy words in your
own cherscteristic spirit of friendliness and generosity.

I am persuadad that in your present work you could contribute welght-
ily toward reshaping the sentiment in Kansas in favor of law enforcement.
I believe you will agreas with me that the State Temperance Union adpueals
to the confidence of great temperance masses in Kansas more strongly and
more generally than the Prohibition varty in the state does. Working
with the Unlon you &re helped by the weight of influence of the temper-
anoe sentiment and the temperance people of the state. The current helps
to bear you on toward the goal of success and victory. Working for the
third marty movement, vou would have to overcome the opinions or preju—
dices of the masses of temperance people in the state. You would be
rowing against the current.

Suppose the two cases., In the one you go on in your present work.
In a year, with the temperance hosts with vou and supporting you at every
step you take, your influence, acting thus under favorable conditions,
will preduce incsleulable results. In the other case, your activity,
exerted with the third mrty, is at a disadvantage. JMuch of your influ-
ence mist be lost in overcoming the frietion of the opposition of temner-
ance-~peonple themselves. You will not, I truly believe, acconplish as
mish in the way of preparing the state to enforee the law vigorously, as
vou will do by staying with the Union.

Now what does the Prohibition party wish to do? Not to enact new
measures especially, but to enforce the ones we slready have. How does
she hope to accomplish this? educating public sentiment and leading
the people to place the righty%&-e in office. This is precisely the
design of the State Temperance Union. 0an you not do more to further
this design by contimuing in your present work with the Union than you
een by leaving 1t to work under conditions in which the odds will be
more strongly against you than in your present work and where your influ-
ense will be largely sounteracted by the indifference and opposition of
the majority of the temperance people?

Believe me, I do not write this simply because I want to retain a
strong wrker with the Union, To be sure I want to do that too. But I
write espeecially because I truly believe you can do more for the great
cguse in which we are both laboring by staying by the Union and toiling
with your superb strength and weight of influence with the temperance
forges of the Union,

Most faithfully yours,

Ao v ol
/L . Ce oo /’\

Secretary.
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W. C. THOMPSON, Prop.
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