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object of visiting libraries and historical colleetions in Michigan,
I1linois and Wisconsine We are to have new rooms in the state capi-
tol, now approaching completion, and I am td study models for the ar=
rangement and furnishing of such rooms.

I shall take my second daughter, who is my amanuensis, with mejand

if I ean make il practicable I shall take al&ke trip fromDebroit to

Put-in-Bay Island and spend a day or two with Captdn John Brown, Jr.
A year and a half ago, il is now nearly, he spent ten days in Kansas
most of the time with me. He is a charming man in my eyes; a man
of the deepest senge of honor, the broades! charity,and unfailing love
and trust in @8od and in humanitlye. He left me to visit Owen, Jason,
Ruth and the others in California. He had a period of illness.there
and his trip was one of litile or no enjoyment. Since then Owen has
died. After the death a letter came to me from John, expressive of
the deepest tenderness, showing how sincerely and truly he loved him
who with the other sons had grown up to manhood in a regard for the
father as an ordained leader and prophet in the greal cause; the sons
willing to follow such leader to the very death. I shall take this
letter of yours and show it to John if I see hime

I have now in my hands also, of date July 29th, a letter from George
B. Gill who was Captain Brown’s secretary of the treasury under the
organization formed at Malden, Canada. Gill was with Captain Brown

=
here in Kansas for two weeks while concealing from the blood-hounds of
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Missouri the eleven fugitives, the last eonvoy escorted by him from
Missouri through Kansas, Nebraska, and lowa to the refugees haven in
Canada. Gill was the only white —an who accompanied Captain Brown

in the escort from the place of concealment,on Pottawatomie Creek,to
Major Abbott’s house near Lawrence. He,like many others was wailing
in Iowa and elsewhere for orders for g movement on Virginia,but re-
ceived no such order, owing to the haste of the final undertaking.
Gill now lives at Milan, Sumner county, Kansas. He is an interesting
eorrespmxdent‘;a,s.,durmg a visit he made me some years since I found
him to be personally and sociallyan interesting character.

Should I visit Captain Brown I shall of course let you hear from me

eoncerning hime I trust this letter will find you mueh strongerg in-

deed in the full enjoyment of health.

Yours truly,
s

7 //; n_ _/)r_//éf.’%}f-nd.

Mrs. Mary K. Stearns,
College Hill PF. 0.,

Massachusetts.
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KaNsAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 2B 5V
ToPERA, KANsAs, September 23th.I339

My dear Mrs. Stearns,---

Your very kind letter of the I7th is too long
unanswered, Since my return from my little trip eastward I have heen
extremely busy. It gives me extreme pleasure that you are so well
recovered from your illness,as evidenced by your words and your good
long letter written with so steady a hand.

I have read Dr. Bowditeh’s letter, and I herewith return it.

subjeet interesls me deeply. I do hope the bust may be copied. A5

wish our soele;!;. had funds to defray whatever expenses may attend the

WOTKe But it has not. Our legislature restriets us very colsely in
the expenditure of the small appropriations given for all uses. But
just now a matter is pending which may make it quite desirable that
copy of the bust should be here for examination. The architect of the
State capilol proposes, for a pediment over one of the main entrances,

a historieal nieee‘,prnsentlnw in relief groups representing persons
who‘were prominent in our early history. His plan is that John Brown
shall stand as the central figure in the design, and on one side there
shall be a group or groups : s e men, and on the other side
groups Of pro-slavery men. If your heroiec bust of John Brown by Brack=
ett were here for the inspection: of arlists, it might highien and econ=-
firm the idea now in the mind of archetect Ropes, and lead to its adop=

L1on by the state house commiss
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You may be sure I am in complete sympathy with you in your desire
that the memory of John Brown should in an exalted watneﬁbe commemor=
ated by the people of Kansas in works of art. Hils sacrifice is ree =
ognized by the world as the greatest, in that strugple for human free-
dom which began in Kansas and culminated in Lineoln’s Emancipation
Proelamationy and it will be to the perpetual honor of the pedpie o e
Kansas if they shall realize and embody the fact, and by suitable morue

ments appropriate his glory as their own.

I am in sympathy with good Dr. Bowditeh in his regard for young

; Par e
Bartlett. The father of the latter wrole many years ap0 expressing
% 3 I B

great interest in John Brown seulpture and giving such expressions of
great admiration of the character of the man that I feel confident
that the son must Possess the enthusiasm requisite, and I am glad to
read Dr. Bowditeh’s testimony as to his ability in execution. His fathe
er sent me, some years ago, a phot0. 0f the miniature statue executed

by his son +to whieh the Doctor refers.

Yes, myself and daughter spent two days with Capt. John Brown Jr.
at their home on Put-in-Ray Island. They have a very pleasant sitUze
tion and are living very eomfortabily. I think Capt. Brown is much ife
clined to shrink from the publie. His 13 & + modest and retiring

nature, and the great prominence of his father in the publie mind

bringg to him a feeling of comparative smallness whieh shadows and
oppresses him when he feels that the publie eye is upon hime This is
my theory. I have never heen so closely intimate with him as to have

heard any expression from him on this “Glﬁt, but this
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3.
He is a man,I think, of more than av@rage ability, of wide information,
and fond of nature. He has given close attention to the natural sci=
ences as their principles apply to the facts wilth which he is loeally
surrounded. Mrs. Brown is an admirable woman,modest and retiring as
is her husband. She went through an ordeal of fire in Kansas the na=

ture of which I have learned t0 comprehend in all its innermost burn=

ingg, In my mind of course she is a herome;a.nd now in her later

¥Years she is with utmost devotion living t0 make the narrow means with
peisesiey,

which the family go to bring to her husband and ehildren the greatest
A

amount of eomfort and blessing. They have a daughter just arrived at
womanhood whom they have managed to fairly educate and who is possesses
of mueh cultivation and pleasing manners. I should say she is a no=
ble good hearted aceomplished girl. Their son, the only child besids,
is a man well up in the thirties, — thirty-five, about. They brought
him with them to Kansas, a child of two years of ape, in the spring of
There were the four Brown brothers,Jdohn, Owen, Jason and Fred-
erick. They opened their little farms. The Captain told me as we
were riding from his house to bthe hoat as we were starting hore the
other day, how a loud came 10 be brought over the intellect of his
baby Johiny a cloud which has shadowed the hoy ever since, for he is
yet a boy in mind. ‘our brothers worked to,c:el,her)a.s they planted
their fields. When they planted Owen’s corn_field, chopping the corn
into the ne‘.'.'Iy{rturneri sod, Owen carried in one pocket some waltermalon
seedg, and unknown £o his brothers, planted them in such places in the

field as suiled his faney. One day, late in the summer he invited
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4,
all to his field,to inspeet the bthen well @hown 2T OD, 8o a1l went, men
women and children. To their great surprise they found in the field
a great abundance of suech luscious water-melons as they had never
seen beforey for the virgin soil of Kansas is unequaled in the growth
of m&f:n;- But the fierce Kansas sun was sh ining,and the expos-
@A tre
ils heat was toegreat to be horne by the infant John, wss was
taken severely ill before they could return to the shelter of the house,
It was in fact a case of sun stroke,from the effeets of which the
barely recovered at the Lme)- and which dwarfed his intellect for life.
He is merely simple ?“lhi'i“fl‘ as we might say. He 1is strong in %*-Ody_, and
his powers of A-"\iw! sufficient to enable him to well perform all ordin-
ary home duties, to be usefu manual work on the 1little fruit fu’m,
and to aid in the transaction of their Comgrmem affairs of business.
He is pleasant and truthful, not troublesome from talkat iveness,fond
of attendance upon religious meetings, reads, is obliging and happye
Now my dear friend cannot you and I coneieve that this misfortune
has had some effect upon the gentle yet proud-minded father and mother,
towards retiring them from the world,and leading them to narrow their
eirele of acquaintanceshipj not purposly perhaps, but as certain in

effeet as if it had been deliberatly intended."’ I must confess that

and which till now I onlyﬁnew

the &ireumstance which I have related ,
in small part , has greatly endeared me t0 all the members of this 1ide=
tle f.‘-i,T"lli}"}'.‘Li‘ul I have perthaps abused their hospitable kindness in writ=

ing you as I have. But only to such as you would I mention the sub-

jects
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e

I will, \-,r.hmn I write to ":'111, convey to him your kind invitation to
visit you. For myself, I hope sometimes to Lravel all over New Eng e,
land. I have never set foot in New England. If T go there, no place

will attract me to it more than yours.

Yours most sincere s

sy B A
F o etarns,
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KaNSAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

TOPEKA, KANSAS,...Qctobher I5th,. 1889,

ABRO

My dear Mrs. Stearns,---

Your letter is received with the most 55TE A
able inrormation : rarrl state of the work on the cast
of your Jehn Brown bust. I am writing to half a dozen or more ingti-
tutions or persons of our stalte Lo see if we can order the hal
eopies you spegk Of in aceordance with- Dr. Bowditeh’s excellent sug
gestlion. I will inform you of the result as soon a9 :
from experience I judge it will take sometime to
even though they may be flt.for'at}'-]_e in th : Will il rmatier with
Mr. Geary 12097 'Should be a numir of weeks before-the order shall be
made? I have made the price fifteen dollars and said nothine about
expressage. I mail you a copy of my
State Agricultural College, so th
the matter.  The scheme may fail utterly, but I Tope note The objeet

a most worthy one. I can not tell you how much I appre-
ciate your own most ‘mﬂisi‘foﬂh}f efforts to give to the future
rations of Kansas inciterenls to the study of the character of him who

of all others will ']

ive in the history of our beloved state.

Yours most sincere iy

d 4.&:/5/5!/-%&
‘-/Lé}j-- h/{'(d-': s 1\,“ - ";/, o

i ¢

C,‘g,-‘"{-'f-.«’; < ~ r..lt e .r’r‘_) = .
\_/{( AT ,( .
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KANSAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY, R RO

ToPEKA, KANSAS, October 26th, 1889.

My dear Mrs. Stearns,=-==

I have favorable responses as to the John
Brown bust from but two sources. The State University at Lawrence
at Emporia

and the State Normal Schnulﬂwill each take one. This makes but
three, ineluding the one for the State Historiecal Society. This puts
the cost on a different basis from that of the artist’s proposal to
make six for $75.00. I was in hopes to obtain orders for the six,
and thus to much lessen your personal outlay. The pryce mentioned
by me to these Kansas institutions and persons has been $15.00 each.
Should the number be but three in all, will the artist give the two
for the University and Normal School at $15.00 each ? We may get oth-
er orders, but I have as yet no promise of any. The Emporia people
think $15.00 rather 2 high price, but I have more fully explained to
them how it is that the copies are to be made at all, and probably
they will not murmur further., I hope that it will be so that the
artist will give the two for $15.00 each, and yet not charge you with
the full cost of making the mold.

How will it do for us to get into the newspapers of the country a
brief paraeraph stating that a Boston artist, naming him, is making
casts of your famous bust of John Brown, executed by RBrackett from

studies made by him while the old hero was awaiting execution in the
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.
Charlestown prison, and that the Kansas Historical Society, the Kansas
State University and other Kansas institutions have procured copies of

them % This may lead to other orders, outside of Kansas. Maybe you

would not like to have them distributed in this way

Yours truly,

7 g
ik /%”/ rred
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K ANSAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY, SR
TOPEKA, KANSAS,...No¥....11,.. 1889, '

Mrs. Mary . Stearns,
College Hill, Mass.
My Dear Mrs., Stearns,---

Your last most welcome letter
should have been acknowledged long ago, but I fell ill almost imme-
diately after its receipt, and this is the first letter I have' dic-
tated since. I rejoice with you in your good fortune in the gift
from Hon. John M. Forbes of $50#0fto aid your good purposses. I will

make the best distribution of the three busts that I can.

Your gift, the first bust, only arrived yesterday afternoon, day

before yesterday, having come by freight, not by express. The pack-

age sent has not yet been opened. It will be placed in the room im-

mediately. I greatly regret that I shall be deprived for sometime
and

of seeing it, for my illness, though not dangerous is seriousﬁwill lay

me up for some time to come.

Yours most sincerely,

ﬁ (/ 5////&/%4

Secretary.
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KANSAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

ARR G~ r

; \
[OPERA, KANSAS,........Now.. .21, 1889, ..

Mrs. Mary E. Stearns,
College Hill, P.0.

Mass.
My Dear Mrs, Stearns,---

Your very kind and sympathetic note came two
or three days ago. I am still ill, but am beginning to mend, though
slowly, and it will be some time before I shall be ablzs to do much
WOr<.

Have one bust shipped to the Chancellor of the Kansas University,
Lawrence; and one to President 4. R. Taylor, State Normal School, Hm-
poria. I will direet remittances to be made to you for these two,
$12.50 each. They smnuld be shipped by freight, as that will be much
less expensive than by express. You might have bills made out and
sent to the two institutions.

Later I will inform you where to have sent the four contributed by
Hon. John M. Forbes. I have not yet felt equal to the task of con-
ducting the necessary corespondence as to loeating these four.

I do not yet hear whethier or not the Agricultural College will take

one.
Yours sincerely, 4
— e o —rd 4
2 (;’x /_z‘ﬁ-/(f}

Seeretary.

www.kansasmemory.org/item/226403 ~ Page 171/245
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory AD\ b

Mary E. Stearns correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/226403 ~ Page 172/245
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory AD\ b

Mary E. Stearns correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/226403 ~ Page 173/245
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory QD) s

Mary E. Stearns correspondence

Lot e Corcerr - J O e et e
POPD S -‘Iﬁ caliy //rr j7 - h-u/ RS oy /m.‘w
A J e V’-/a7‘-'4, i e Jhiim by By b | e
U 5 ey mope= o ﬁv%-é b W b.«’—(/ wh—v’*&
M‘:'wfh‘/b Lot s mq Wattoy o HE Aemist , Hurtsd
ol W/wvf el e abrra, J‘w é‘ﬁ-’ "“"f

’
Luntin

1. ‘y L 7)944/
M 5 30
J_,.,,{, W

..ﬂ,i'#-—é? Dpr 3
;iﬁ- / 0 ?y{w}/fc’j
|

www.kansasmemory.org/item/226403 ~ Page 174/245
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory ot

Mary E. Stearns correspondence

KANSAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
TOPERA, KANSAS,

Mrs. MaryE. Stearns,
College Hill P.0., Mass.
My Dear Mrs. Stearns,---

Your kind letter of the 4th, found me still
confined to my room, and capable of giving very little thought to bus—
iness, yet I am slowly but surely improving, and will be myself again
not long hence, I trust.

For the eight busts now to be distributed I have in my mind as
many places with only two or three, perhaps, not quite determined:
Atchison, Leavenworth, Wyandotte, (now called Kansas City, Kansas, the

largest town in the SLateJ Osawatomie, Fort Secott, Wichita, and State

Agricultural College at Manhattan, This leaté one which may go to

Hutehinson, Salina, or elsewhere. The State University, you know, is
at Lawrence, Our State Historical rooms are in the State Mouse, so
your suggestion that one should g0 in the State House is already ful-
filled. = Our rooms are the primeipal attraction to the publie in the
State House? and I may now answer your inquiry by saying that your
bust, which I had mounted at once upon a bracket in the most suitable
Place, is much commented upon, and very favorably indeed, and what is
best, more so by those who saw Capt. Brown in Kansas, than by others.
The appointment of the John Brown statue committee for the State of
Kansas, as suggested by good Dr. Bowditeh and approved by you, meets

My eordial approval. 4s soon as I can get out of my room I will con-
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sult with two or three judieious friends here and have the commitgee

appointed. It oceurs to me since you mentioned Senator Ingalls that

it might be well for him to head the committee. His very exalted es-
timation of Capt,ain Brown as shown by expressions on many occasions,
would seem to point to him as probably the best helper we may have in
the matter. I hope you and your friends will have patience to put
up with my tardiness in this work. I am getting well, though slowly,
and shall, I trust soon be able to promptly attend to my duties.

You may be sure your kind words of sympathy are very grateful to

me, I hope these lines will find you in good health.

{-/-'%, /f . /"0‘7( dpnd,

Secretary.

Yours sincerely,
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KANSAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY, X

TopERA, KANSAS, ... Dec. 286,

Mrs. Mary E. Stearns,
College Hill P.0., Mass.,
My Dear Mrs. Stearns,---

I have progressed so far in the distribu-
tion of the John “rown plaster casts as to be able to give you the
following directions for shipment of four of them, namely to,

Col. D, K. anthony, Leavenworth, Kansas.

Chapin H. Carpenter, Esq., Kansas City, Kansas.

£ Prof. I. D. Graham, State agricultural College, Manhatltan, tia.usasj

/ Hoii, George Storch, Atechison, Kansas. )

In the other four cases I have not heard from the persons to whom
I wrote on the subject. Generally it seems to take them a little
time to caonsult as to places, etc.

At Atchison, Mr. Storch is presidentof one of the prineipal banks,
in the finest building in the city. After retaining the bust a short
time to be viewed at his banking offiece, he will place it in the city
public library.

Kansas :
Mr. Carpenter; at Kansas City, was one of John Brown’s boys in Kan
A
sas, and is a member of the G. 4. R. They have not yet quite deecided

where the bust is to go.

1 : 34 s - I S o4 ne of
Colonel Anthony is editor of the Leavenworth "Times,® 15 one B g
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oldest and most prominent citizens,; an enthusiastie worshiper of the
memory of John Brown, and has been President of our State Historieal

Society. Ile will place the bust in the new United States building ,—

in post office or court room.

The Agriecultural College people will put the bust in one of their
public halls.

I hope soon to be able to give you directions as to the others.
I have taken pains to request my correspondents to see that due eredit
is given, and written acknowledgment made to the donors, giving par-
ticular name in each gase. They may forget to attend to this. f g
so, I will try to have the omission remedied.

Yy
I am able to say to you now that my health is being restored.

have for ten days been able to be out of my house. We have been havs

injﬁost delightful weather, and I have taken advantage of it. iloping

to hear from you that your patience with me is not entirely exhausted,
and that you are in good health, and wishing you great prosperity dup
ing the coming new year, I am

Sinecerely your friend,
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KANSAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY:
TOPEKA, KANSAS,. . December |

My dear Mrs. Stearns,=--=

I wrote to Reve Samuel L'iair of Osawatomie,
in reference to a copy of the bust for that place. He turned the mate
ter over to Maje J«BiRemington,a leading eitizen,who writes me that he
will receive it, and that the members of his G« A« Re post will pay
the charges, and present it to the eity authorities in the name of Mn
Forbes, provided they will furnish a suitable place for it; otherwise
the post will retain it in their room and care for it,

I have written him that I think this will be satisfaetory, If so,
you can have the bust shipped to Mafe Remington, He is commander of
post No. 322,Depte of Kansass

I hope soon to write you in reference t0 the other three busts.

Yours truly,

n’_f"'{ =
7 __(_"_; ¢
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