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o
Mound City Sept 22 [1862]
My Dear Husband ;
I receiven/Aritien the-22nd—-anoiher ¥esierdaykoiinding i@t =

neglect.\ I wish thinking would answer the place of writing; you w

have no caus®, to complain then.

It is Sund

to see how many pea

after
morning. I went down to] the garden w [)reakf'ast
T [ 4 e

es there were left on the trees. I‘x‘éid not find
ced picking themJ as soon as ,{’iey were foz'medj.

7

ey were pretty play Phings.

many, the children comm

Howard and Rebecca thought
However, my Journey was no% lost as I fopfid the worms were working

in the roots and would in time destw®py the” trees. I worked as long as

few more things that needed my

I could then came to the house, four
d= il
\(’h writing wshid

rd 2
attention, B;;r that ";ime;I was q,h‘nost ready\to defer
r

¥
some time in the week as T ‘h’é{ve all Su]:rrmer. I™gave just been out to

eat Wate}_ﬂ\elon, a_'lmosg,r‘f{e first this Summer, 'J;%' 1d not have had
4 o J

them if Hiram Hpfter had not been here to get them for

Mg:un to sell and I have not an opportunity of gel
Imow

thing .;"' by chance.#I suppose you did not /bha‘t Hiram was Harie

is takenL

s -» The Black soldiers went to Fort Lincoln yesterday, guarding Rebel
prisonersis They have been down in Missouri once, some of the union men
came up to see what it meant. I suppose they were alarmed. They say
they lmow which were Union and those that are not; they say (the ‘__qolored
men)I mean) that there were a great many men, told our troops, that they

belonged to the Union. When the troops were gone,they would call them

all kinds of names. There was a report yesterday that Jim Lane was
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authorized to raise four Reg of Black. Now I must tell you how Jennison
oCharles Clark :
is working against Capt Seaman/came here when things were erfu? . to

suit the men here, with an order from Jennison or rather from Robimson,to
Seaman,pSeaman told him if he did not go home, he would have him arrested.
~— He went, came back in a few days wlth an order from Head Quarters,
ordering Seaman to glve him some kind of Of@ice was the purport, it so
happened that some of the darkies was tired of drilling went back to Fort\f
Scolly, so Charley was sent after them,but he refused,nthis was a good Joke,
but Seaman did as ordered. Charley was in the dark again. When he came
again, tried to convince the darkies that if they would go back to Lawrence,
would get their arms. This was after Dr, Michel had scared them, and they
began to think that it was necessary that they should have some defence.
And another reason they were easlly persuaded they had been wanting
to go back, (Hari%t says to get around the womenttthai has nothing?c;lf and
get a little Vhis}iv too. Charley gave them a $5.b1ll, and told them to
get some beer. When the money was gone Jt‘ne,)r took the Fla.g).,a.nd silzarted.

/}‘_fy this time the matter was inguired into,and Charley soon put into the

Guard house and kept there all night. I have not heard much of him since, -~¢
o -

o~
f you were here to share with us, Almost every meal sgme”of the

dont you wish Father was here tg,_w:;:me too,
ng up from tﬁ;aﬂi;# and Iea'ving} than eating.

Then I think perhaps next summer G ffe with us,end try to comsole
" s
P .
myself in that way of thinkir&_gf‘"’l want to see __2 mich I almest think
»'."*1;. ."""w‘,‘_

S,
e e,

I will go to Helena. _*
i .\N“—-...

w"") o
You say yewwant I should write and tell you how I feel. I shall=have
o~ :

to ggmﬁ?ledge that I am incapable. When you come home I will try and tell
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S\
G~

X

If you ever get home again, it is doubtful about my excawf.,...

o leave us again

Oh! how I wish the war was over,and slavery abolished. Sometimes I
feel as ths I could help to kill o%:aomo of \S’ our own men, it is realy dis-
couraging to see how they manage. A,'Ll the best men here are wishing that
bombshells will be thrown into the White house soon.

e e llamls

The newspapers report great things of }m late skirmishes, but
I don't suppose it will amount to a row of pins.

It is reported that laahins T Clay is ordered to report to Gen Butler., It
will make a strong team. I wish you could have such generals in your depart-
ment

Dont despair perhaps there will be a change for the better. It was

Tup thoe Comnemiara Tive |
reportegqthat Gen Sted is to take Gen Curtis place. I don't know as it

will be a satisfactory change...

. %Wmmmmmmu L have EE
,f?”“

writing‘&c:\r{e of us will have to waityit don't work well togsther,, ou wished

a?

9!'"

We have had very near enough cre‘sywﬁll Summer. A

few days ago she\ other cows, came home, fg\cﬁﬁ/ed very discontented,
; = -

o
and that is the last we have n her.frf”"

It has been so dry, Simpsong failed to mske butter for us,pwe

=
—

were without butter for th weeksj I bough 1bs, week before last, that

e

e

eft I got Jim to make the garden into sweet Mhills.
o

-
foom for 215 plants, only 20 of them died, the rest grew finel¥y.

"

was very nice.

After ¥y
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U
"‘hJ

\g_,
charged 75 cts for the work, got them, set them out) \\watered them. b

When “;hey were nearly large enough to eat, Harit found six large hogs __a"

ing,pof course the garden was plowed. % Some of Franks cares
lessness leaving the bars down. Edwin sold Nick to the artillery conﬁ)

_Jh

I think(‘

in_, one m

ve forgotten to tell you about little Harry[ dea.a‘fh died
duaratiry

=
in An with the} « Mabel Jjust escaped with her life 4 she could
neither _
Reighter walk nor talli\,:f‘or a long time. r,f
Ed is quite unwell ww tooth ayche and face ‘,f.'

e r.\--—-'

Well I left off very sud enlJ ﬁhcﬁ‘% and have n;;ﬂ seen the time

#

since to write 'The tlime passes ewey and 1t is nlght ,ﬁe;ore I am ready for

it. The first of the week I commenced clearing t Bookshelf that you put

the

ui)sta.irs. we brought the books and put 36ok case thought I would
: - 7 =

finish the next day and Ttisn‘c" done yet. ave been sleeping down stairs

all summer. It seems now I would rather ﬁee d.own stairs but I want to
fix this room ready for com I cant ’h‘élp Lhimﬁpg you will come to see

us. I suppose your Colonel is dem :as such is repo‘rted I only hope
/ ..‘\
Montgomery will take his place f;') \

4

f the wer would amount té\%omething or rather

\

It looks a little now, as
you know what youl‘]a.re fightAng for, but of corse there wil}\be more desperate
5\

fighting. I get more more anxious every dgy to see the eni. I was

viglting at Judge Lovg.é/'s on Friday Mise Sarsh Watts was there ) she
/ \

said they had la,tg_ly received a letter from Lt Morse

\
\

I hope whsp‘f- this reaches vou,it will be cool weather and soon think
\

you will be jmprov1ng in health, and spirits, and s#ncerglﬂ' hope there‘ 'uil"
> \
be a changé to cause}?'gjeneral re Joicing. nfhen ﬁ gow ceme home her mllk“
Vi
wasnt %@66., turned the calf in a few times, and we get a right smart 10{1\ of milk

peleve-beeR RO bTINEEONS 1oy Or CHeH, an

e, Everﬂ-sinse Olathe was sacked there has been a

picket guard every night. The citizens take turne or pay $2 fine, one night
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there wes a man came near the line, was halted, went on, the second line
A~
fired at him, chased him, he wemt in the brush, that was the last of him,
S N %
at several different times the:,f{broqt in prisoners. Wheeler,emd Curry

brought in a horse thief the first night they were out. , .~

W&mﬂ,&wm&mmu&h«%«hmﬁ-mﬁﬁé?y .

T am very near sick thinking of your.situebiomr—Piesse-Ffeorgive-me—bhis—time

dopnepieet™

]:T’_-h'-,. Your loving Wife
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Lawrence 1lst Mo ULth 1863

Dear Friends.

This is a cold and very snowy day, though not near so cold as
lst 2nd & 3d days were. We staid Tth day at night at Brooklin, and
coming from there to Lawrence the next morning, I thought I should

have frozen, and believe I should, if T had not sat down on the bottom

' of the wagon, with my back to the cold wind that

a perfect
gale, the men had to run most of the way to keep any thing like com-
fortable.

I went out shopping this forenoon, and did the very best I could in

gelecting your articles.

Alice I feel a little doubtful about the ribon, I came very near
loosing the pattern, thee gave me, and it was only by accident that I
found it again, and it was a little solled which changes the color a
little, if the ribon will not do, send me another pattern and I will
try again. The stores here are firast rate, fitted up in FPhiladelphia
style. I bought some very good calico this morning for 16~2f3 cts per
yard, there is a great deal of it, at ome of the stores here. I will
send a plece of what I got at that price,

Well I must tell you that I like living here first rate. It would
take a great deal to induce me to come back to Mound City to live, I
know, if you two families were here, you would not want to go back
there again, business is brisk, and every bedy is stirring about as
though they had something to do. There are two good milliners here.
Maria I have seen a beautiful sleeve patterm, that I know thee would
like 1t would not be hard to make and is so neat, to be trimmed with

narrow velvet
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Atkinson July 21st 1863

My Dear Little)ﬁife

Since my last writing 1 have been on the go almost constantly, The low
water In the Mississippi which prevented boats from running made me con-
siderable more trouble and some more expense, having to continue on by rail
from Quiney. I left Galesburg Monday morning the 13th and came around to
Colona station where I got off thinking I could get a conveyance to Dea;:ﬁng-

ton without difficulty, but there Just happened to not be ong] horse in the

place so was obliged to foot it for about five miles to Geo“.’\sj_v
carried me on to Henry's I was some tired and rested there the next day. On
Wednesday Henry & self drove down to Allen's. Found the folks flourishing, had
all the ripe goose berries and cherries we wanted for one day. Kezia felt
very badly for some time I'g(the absence of Mary Ellen but presently she
recovered from it and my stay there was = very pleasant one.

Wilmerton proved to be the man from whom “herman was to cbbain money
and before he would do anything, he must see the records, so Mr Sherman and
wife, Wilmerton and myself started the next morning to Aledo, and had the
whole matter fixed up there at once. The next day Henry and I returned to

R Deanington I felt unwell in the nn::»rr;ir)‘c;,'L Rw_«hen I started out and that afternoon

I had a good deal of fever and had to lay by. It prevented me from visiting
at Yardley's only giving them a call, when I first came to the place, Both
the Lizzles came to Henry's the aftermoon that I was sick. Saw no one else
in that place but Scudderj;gf:and family who were at J Allen's when T
returned from Aledo.

The next morning--Ssturday--Willet drove me down to Cosal valley where
I took cars for Rock Island. I had Will fill some teeth for me, took dinner
with him, and tea at Mr, Riggsj*called at Conant's after dark finding the folks

all right side up, and was at the station at 10 O'clesk p.m. to take cars

www.kansasmemory.org/item/225938 ~ Page 45/55
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Joseph H. Trego correspondence

_epaddnt .
for Atkinson but eudﬂT make the trip because the night express dont stopl

here now., Will was at the depot with me and so I went home with him where I
stopped until Monday morning. Arrived at Barclay's yesterday where I found
Mother and Amelia. Mother thinks she is afraid to go to Kansas now but will
probably go next spring if it should prove to igd(géfe place by that time,

They have had seven weeks of dry weather and cold too, lately, which has

made crops late and very indifferent;The roads were miserably dusty, traveling
in cars was horrible and my eyes are much worse than when I left home. On

Sundey we had heavy showers which seems to have extended over a great deal
(Everybody is busy harvesting, having but commenced, and to-morrow n

of country. Mr Nowers says they had four inches fall at this place.j I shall
start to Chicago, where I hope to find & letter waiting for me. It is so cold
and disagreeable to day it makes me feel agueish and of course dont take very
much pleasure in anything. If I dont find it to my probable ‘adventage to
remain in Chicago longer than three days I will finish up my visiting in
that time, but if anything can be done to effect a cure of eyes I may remain
longer.#Mr Nowers is selling goods in this place and Tom Jr is with him,
They seem to be doing a good business. Barclay is making himself a good
home where his business will in time be good perhaps; certainly if there
should be a good market for trees in Iowa and Nebraska as the R, road is
extended westward. Illrf;u.;l land of plenty but for climate or any other
attractions it is not at all inviting. If southern Kansas shoudd prove
capable of producing enough to support a large population and am very well
satlsfied now that it will get far ahead of this country at the same age of
improvement
e

H M.\(’Eﬂt has moved his family to Galesburg, for thalpurane of educating
their girls, He and Dow are in the livery business. Mrs %'Lealm is
very poor. Mrs Dow looks pale and unhealthyp Mary looks well but 1s growing

old rapidly, or has at least since I saw her in /59. Helen looks like Lettie

used to. Vinia is troubled very much with weak eyes. Fred is & queer looking,
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course lookingjd.ont care for anything at all kind of chap and Frank seems

to be smart, Willet is Just as he used to be only that he has grown some,
Iu.is an uncouth girl in behavior but seems to be a regular genious to study.
Little Charley, Yardley's boy dont talk and I could not make anything out

of him., The glrl is a good solid healthy looking child and seems smart
enough. Watson's girl is a little frisky thing, about like Rebecca, and
Kezial charge is a little, fat, contented babe that will probably be very
much of a comfort to her and Allen as they are now living alone in the east
end of the house, I did not see its father. It seems that Watson as well
as most of the people in the neighborhood,do not look upon him with any favor.
One reason for it is that his loyalty is very much doubted. Mary Ellen was
unfortunate in making his acquaintance and equally fortunate in belng called
away so early. We have no fires and I have got quite cold sitting still so

long so will call this sufficient for the present. With much love to wife

and girls, some to Maria but none for our naughty troublesome boys, good bye

Your affectionate H
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Fort Smith Ark. Wednesday eve
Dec. 24 1863. Nine O'clock p.m.

My Dear Little Tw’ifeD

I have just learnmed from Mr. Tomlinson that he intends setting out
to-morrow morning for Kansas, so I came back to the office as soon as the
TLodge closed to dot a few lines to send by him, I wrote you only a few
days since end sent by way of St. Louis as there is a regular mail that
way three times a week each way end I think I told you then to direct letters
by way of Springfield Mo, If not I will now, and also direct to care of
Capt. J. G. Haskell, A.Q.M. U.S. Vols.

%WW Fridey—evening-last-by.recelipt.ef your
letter o\f‘x:the 20th ult. Hope you will™ &mcaed, in getting the church made into
a school—house: aff:d. 2 good tea.gher inﬂlde of it.

We hee.rd to-day “of ’ﬁhe train which left Fort Scott about the Poth. The
;advance -.i's' expected-here~to-morrow.

We moved into quarters last week and now have things in good running
order. The rooms are large and pleasant, each one has a fire-place, though
it has been so warm all the time smcc'; Ec“é:;ae here--except about three days--
that fires are but little needed indoors.’ Mj;whawt

u_v__e;_t sent_the jewelry I spoke-of-in-my-letier.you-need not 46 o At present
as the -I.erbﬁ'bili'bias are strong that I shall be at home.by Tew Year if not
sooner, There is nothing néw f‘c;r me tomwrite _._é,b_ou.t, Mr Tomlinson can you C’t‘;.ri;’,
all about the place and™also how I have been flirting amuﬁd with the secesh
ladiess—I-wrote o Rebecca.yesterday;so-l-did

If T leave here in time to get home before Christmas I will get some
mistletoe to carry home. It is very plenty along this river.: Jahn, the

-African who.attende-in-the office wishes-me-to-write for-him-this-evening.

He-has-a -beanby somewhere in Kansas to send love to I suppose but dont lnow-
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o

yeb—probably-will-when-I-get-his-letier written.
My love.to Kate.and.llesnor.and Helen.and Rebecca and.Sophy.
I think this will do for this time soc good night my love--

from your affectionate Husband
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