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The collection consists of incoming and some outgoing correspondence and personal recollections of Hugh
Fisher, involving the military, Fisher family members, and others; as well as recollections of Quantrill's 1863 raid
against Lawrence from both Reverend Fisher and his son Charles. Fisher served as chaplain and was
commissioned captain with the 5th Regiment Kansas V olunteers.

Date: 1861-1865

Callnumber: Hugh Dunn Fisher Coll. #343, Box 1 Folders 1-11
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LETTER OF " INSTRITCTION.

ROOMS WESTERN SANITARY COMMISSION,
Sr. Lours, November 10th, 1863.

Rev. H. D, FISHER,
Chaplain Fifth Kansas Cavalry.

Deanr Sir:
At the request of this Commission, you have been detailed by Major-General Schofield,

Commanding this Department, to proceed to New England and present to the consideration of the Friends

of Liberty and “Itm:lnily in those States, the suffering condition of the colored people of the \'.'L!ll'l:\' of

the Lower .‘l[i‘.‘-’%]';.‘-iilll]i, who have been set free by the President's Proclamation of Freedom ; but who,
owing to the disturbed condition of the country, the prescnce of armed forees, and the absence of
employers, are reduced to a sitnation of great misery, and are perishing in large numbers, from neglect,
want of eclothing, shelter, suitable food and .medicine, which, to all who are not in the military
service, can only be adequately supplied by the benevolent action of the people of the Free States, until
refurning peace shall afford these poor, emancipated people aceupation upon the soil and the rewards of
labor, with which to provide for themselves.

The fact that the Commission has, with your concurrence, requested your assignment to this work,
and that the Commanding General has i-]u-m'l'ulil\' granted the request, will be an evidence to you, and to
the friends of this cause, that you are deemed worthy and competent to undertake this mission, and will
commend you to their confidence, while it will also indieate the great importance attached to the under-
taking.

In sending you to New England to engnge in this work, the Commission think it advisable that you
should be ]nl'u\'ilh-li with a letter, which will serve the double purpose of an introduction and of advice
and instruction to you as to the general method of accomplishing the objects of your mission.

I[. It will be advisable for yon to proceed, in the first instance, to Boston, and get together fifteen
or twenty of the leading friends of the cause, to whom you will present copics of the letter of the
Commission to the President of the United States; setting forth more fully the manner in whieh the
Commission is ealled to this work, the '[JI'l'.‘hEII_'_I_' l'll'i'l'k‘hl‘[l\' of it, and the :Ilslw;l] it makes to the 1}:;1]'ir11]-:||;
and humanity of the eountry and the government to engage in it; adding to the letter such facts and
considerations as are within your own knowledge and oxlwrivnr-v on the subject.

IL. You will then invite their |'||-r|j|\~t':llini| and friendly conference as to the best method of awalc-
ening an interest and sympathy in the public mind in your mission, suzgesting whether the co-operation
of the ['[u,']"_f_\_' cannot be IJ]IEJliHL"I_. and l|u‘_‘\' induced to present it to their l‘ljl;'_"'l’\'._":[l_‘lil'.::-il and take up
collections, and establish “ Freedmen's Aid Societies;” inviting, also, the loyal women of the East to
engage in the work; and suggesting, further, the appointment of an Apvisory FREEDMEN'S Aip
ComyrrTeg, and a GeNeranL Recervixeg Acext, at Boston, and of CoLLecriNg Aaexts, to assist you in
canvassing the towns and cities of New England: establishing in them auxiliary committces and
agencies, to act in conjunction with the Cextran Avvisory ComyerrTee and GeENeEran Receiving AGesT,
at Boston. And in all this you will endeavor to secure the influence of the public press in favor of your
work, amd will suggest to the more active friends of' the movement to aid you ]r_}' \\'|'ili|lg articles for the

leading newspapers on the subject.
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[II. The character of the contributions most necded may be desceribed as follows: — First, MoxEY,
which will be required in generous sums to carry out so extensive n work, to establish and sustain the
necessary agencies, 10 purchase many things not contributed in sufficient quantities, and to provide, as far
as practicable, schools and teachers in localities where large numbers of freed people ave congregated.
Secondly, CrorHiNG; good second-hand garments, for men, women and children, and, which is pre-
ferable, materials for clothing; chiefly coarse blankets, linseys, jeans and heavy osnaburgs, coarse
woolen socks and stockings, or yarn, and shoes.  Thirdly, Mepicines; cough and diarrhea medicines
being greatly needed, and in large quantities.  Fourthly, Articles of Food, farina, &e., for the sick.  Fifthly,
competent volunteer teachers, either male or female, having strength, courage, fortitude and a heart for
this work; willing to go for small salaries, and able to endure hardships as good soldiers of Christ.

IV. All contributions obtained forithis eanse will be forwarded, without nnnecessary delay, to the
WesTtERN Saxirary Comanssion, at St. Louis, Mo., under wnose direction all disbursements and distri-
butions will be made, through existing agencies and sgeh others as it may be found expgdient to establish,
in which the co-operation of the Freedman’s Associations of’ the West will be invited.

V. In the furtherance of this important work, the President of the Western Sanitary Commission
is now just starting (November 10th, 1863) to visit the whole field of operations between this eity and
New Orleans.

VI. After visiting Boston, and organizing your work there, you will visit the leading cities of New
England, Providence, R. I,; Worcester, Springfield, New Bedford, Lynn, Salem, Lowell, Lawrence, Mass.;
Portsmouth, N. H. ; Portland, Me, ; Hartford and New Haven, Conn.; and on your veturn from your
mission to New England, you will also visit New York, Philadelphia, Newark, N. J.; Syracuse, Rochester
and Buflalo; Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago and Cincinnati, and secure what aid you can in those cities.

VII. In all these places you will endeavor to secure the appointment of “ Freedmen’s Aid Com-
mittees” and ¢ Societies” with responsible Collecting Agents, who will forward their contributions to
this Commission ; and you will hold public meetings, make collections, and receive private contributions,
as far as practieable, yourself’; and forward them in drafts, or otherwise, to the President of this Com
mission, keeping a regular account of the same; and a separate account, also, of’ all ihe expenses of your
mission. And should you be unable to wvisit all the places named in Massachusetts. you will endeavor to
reach the interior towns 1n‘\' such agenis ag the .\al‘l';.nru"\' Committee at Boston may recommeoend to you;
or by letters and circulars addressed by mail to the clergymen and leading men of those towns, and of all
the towns and cities of New England. In this the Boston Advisory Committee will be able to lend you
important and valuable assistance. With these letters and cireulars, it might be well to inclose copies of
the letter of the Commission to the President of the United States, to which his response will be added

when it is received, and also of this letter of advice and instruction.

VIIT. Commending you to the friendship, confidence and well-known liberality of the people

of New England, whose blood has been so freely shed on every battlefield of onr country, in
the sacred cause of Union and Liberty, and whose generous contributions have already enabled this
Commission to do so much for the sick and wounded of the Great Western Armies; we confidently rely
that your mission will be crowned with sueeess, and that this appeal to the Christianity and Humanity of’
the nation will not be made in vain.
JAMES E. YEATMAN,
President Western Sanitary Commission.
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LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
it
ROOMS WESTERN SANITARY COMMISSION,
St. Lovis, November Gth, 1863,
His ExceLLexcy, A. LINCOLXN,
President of the Unifed States.

SIR :— The undersigned, members of the Weslern Sanitary Commission, most respectfully
represent, that the condition of the Freed Negroes in the Mississippi Valley is daily becoming worse, and
calls most loudly upon the humane and loyal people of the Northern States for help. There are probably
not less than fifty thousand, chiefly women and children, now within our lines, between Cairo and New
Orleans, for whom no adequate provision has been made. The majority of them have no shelter but
what they eall “brush tents,” fit for nothing but to protect them from night dews. They are very
poorly clad—many of them half naked—and almost destitute of beds and bedding—thousands of them
sleeping on the bare ground. The Government supplies them with rations, but many unavoidable delays
arise in the distriBtion, so that frequent ihstancogaof great destitution occur, The army rations (beef
and crackers) arve also a kind of diet they are not used to; they have no facilities of cooking, and are
almost ignorant of the use of wheat flour; and even when provisions in abundanece are supplied, they
are so spoiled in cooking as to be neither eatable nor wholesome. Add to these difficulties, the helpless-
ness and improvidence of those who have always been slaves, together with their forlorn and jaded
condition when they reach our lines, and we ean easily account for the fact that sickness and death
pl'v\'ui] to a fearinl extent No language can deseribe the suffering, destitution and neglect which ]ﬂ'u'\'uil
in some of their “camps.” The sick and dying are left uncarved for, in many instances, and the dead
unburied. It wonld seem, now, that one-half are doomed to die in the process of freeing the rest.

Our purpose is not to find fanlt, but to seek for the remedy. Undoubtedly, Congress must talke the
matter in hand, to mature plans of permanent relief ; but, judging from past experience, a good many
months will elapse before its final action, and there will still remain a great deal that properly belongs to
private charity, and for which legislation cannot provide.

Po-mast the present exicency, and to prevent or lessen the sufferings of the coming winter and
spring, we offer our humble but active services, asking no reward of any kind, but the opportunity and
encouragement to work. Our experience for two and a-half years past, in the sanitary cause of the sick
and wounded, has taught us the lessons of economy and prudence, and we are too much accustomed to
difficulties to be discouraged by them. It may not be unbecoming in us to say, in recommending our-
selves for the work ]?l‘ﬂlﬁ"-“'"'i.- that in the two years from Oetober, 1861, to November, 1863, we have
received and expended for the sick and wounded of the Western Army, in stores or money, to the
amonnt of a million and a quarter of dollavs, and that the total expenses of distribution, including all
salaries and incidental charges, has been but little in excess of one per cent. For the manner in which the
worlc has been done, and the good results accomplished, we refer to Major-Generals Grant, Sherman,
Steele, Schofield, Curtis, Fremont, and to the Commander-in-Chief, Major-General Halleck. We also
yofer to Assistant Surgeon-General, Col. R. C. Wood, and to all mambers of the Medieal Staff of the
West with whom and under whose divection we have always worked.

We now respectfully ask permission and authority fo extend owr labors to the suffering freed people

of the South-West and South. If you will give us your endorsement in the undertaking before the

people, we think we can raise large sums of money, and accomplish great good. Nor would it be only a

work of philanthrophy, but equally of patriotism, for it would remove an inc sing reproach against
the Union cause, and by lessening the difficulties of emancipation, would materially aid in erushing the
rebellion. At present, hundreds of the blacks would gladly return to slavery, to avoid the hardships of
freedom; and if this feeling inereases and extends itself among them, all the difficulties of the situation will
be increased; while, at the same time, a most effective argument is given to the disloyal agrainst our eause.
We most respectfully leave the subject before you, feeling sure that you will agree with us as to the
necessity of prompt and energetic action, And have the honor to remain,
Your cordial friends and obedient servants, JAMES BE. YEATMAN,
GEORGE PARTRIDGE,
JOHN B. JOHNSON,
CARLOS 8. GREELEY,
WILLIAM G. ELIOT.
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