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A history of the pieture of the first house built in

_In Lawrence, the loggeabin built by €lerk Sterre in the surmer of

1£84!
= Nearly fifty years ego the Congregetional chureh in

o

my native town, Suffield Conns celebreteé the one hundred and fiftieth

anniversery of the settlerent of their first pastores Lt that time

&

{hey very pueh wanted & picture of their first meesting-house, Lle

ehurel records gave lhe ¢ivensions of the building, they had some know!/-
adze of the style of church architecture in Ns Englend in the esrly
deysi with this csta and drawing largely on his imggination, a loeal
artlst pede a pieture of the old reeting-house and it was used larpely
at that celebration and becene a rodel for & monument for the first
pastor. This pieture may have resembled the old meeting-house snd may
not, no on= ean tell; but it occured to m= at the tire , what a great
setisfaction it would have bsen Lo those church psople coudd they have
& trve pieture of the old house. At that time the first house
built in Lawrerce, the log+csbin built by Clerk Eterns in the Summer o
1854, wes still sterding and the thought eeme tc me that &=t a pie~
ture, a rhotegrarh of that cebim would be veluable sometire , and so
I had it photographed, an enlarged ecopy rade and framed which I pre-
sented to the City Council and it still bhangs in the ecuneil ehanbers
Fror thst photesrapl heve cone &ll of the pictures of the oid
eabin whieh have been made since, this picture wes largely used at the
late ssmie centennial eslebration on letter-heads, advertising cards,
badges, souvenir spoons &e. and if Lawrence shall stend for a thousand
years I have no doubt that it will be Just as exiensively used at
every centenial celebration. It stands for the beginning of thirgs
and it is the bepinning which is espeeially interesting on sueh oc=
casions. I naturally take some pride in the fact thal I was
thoughtful enough to have this pieture teken before the olid eabin was

destroyed i -
(T-(:r'ranrﬁ 1701
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