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Eugene Prall, World War | soldier

Around 1919, the Kansas State Historical Society and the American Legion solicited biographical information
from returning veterans (primarily members of the 35th and 89th infantry divisions) and the families of those who
died in service, notably from the Gold Star Mothers. Each veteran or family member was asked to provide letters,

photographs, a biography, and military records. This file contains information on Eugene Prall, Company H,
139th Infantry, 35th Division.

Creator: Prall, Eugene

Date: 1918

Callnumber: World War | Coll. #49, Box 36 Kansas Soldiers
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4 In Great Verdumn Fight, =
'\ Bugene Prall, Co. H, 139th infantry,
‘wrote an interesting lotter to his par-’
ents, Mr, and Mrs. V. Prall, No, 162
‘Murphy avenue, justlafter he was. in
.the: battle " of Verdun it/ stdal, g
“ HFe began his letter with. an apol-
‘ogy. which: was accepted by the home
folks. i~ They- are »not: cherishing . a
grouch against their boy, who wrote:
Say, papa, . I ~couldn’t write home
for'a week because I was in a battle.
'I#was fighting on the Verdun front,
‘which they ‘say was'the hardest bat-
tle that was eveér fought in France,
and I was in thefrontline. I saw ters
rible sights in thatrbattler o .
¢ ¢«T can tell you more \a,b‘m\ltf"battles:
/-than ;you’.can tell e Mie R e e
~An incident of the fight, which made
an impression upon -the Joplin goldier,
was the raiding’ of 'German stores
where the Yanks.ate as much as they
wanted and drank of the German beer,
/ ““When we American ‘boys ran . on-
ward with our guns and bayonets and
hollered like [ wild: Indians,” Prall
{wrote, “the Germans:’ran v+ like ‘hell.
But.our bullets could go faster than
they could run. Their machine, guns
and .cannon! couldn’t, stop. us. . The
more they shot the ‘faster we.went
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The (Germans:ran ag fast as they
could and on the way: they threw off
their packs and overcoats. - ' 7 . -
“We went so fast that our cannon
conldn't keep up witlens’i oo Uas 8
The Joplin soldier related -.an im-
pressive incident in connection with
‘the fight and.a German soldier who
was. left doubled up in the weeds on
the battlefield, because the Yanks at|
the moment had no time to “fool with |
prisoners.” 4 mek SOl
-, This boche, ‘'who is now a *“good
German,” jumped out of the weeds
7W1th __hx's hands up, the Joplin soldier
wrote, shouting *“kamerad.”. Sanh
: Well, we didn’t have ‘time to take
any prisoners.  and 80 we shot him
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