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Around 1919, the Kansas State Historical Society and the American Legion solicited biographical information
from returning veterans (primarily members of the 35th and 89th infantry divisions) and the families of those who
died in service, notably from the Gold Star Mothers. Each veteran or family member was asked to provide letters,
photographs, a biography, and military records. This file contains information on Tracy Sheldon Blair, Company

E, 353rd Infantry, 89th Division. Tracy wasinjured in combat on November 2, 1918 and died on November 3
from those injuries.

Date: 1918-1927

Callnumber: World War | Coll. #49, Box 4 Kansas Soldiers
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 225012
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- ORAL BLAIR.

s. M. Finch,

IWM
Vocal Duet—Perfect Day, Ethel
and Ada Finch. .
- Five Minute Talks, G. A. Kibbe
and C. W, Lee. .
“Vocal Duet—Some Day,  Ethel
White and Jessie Spencer.
Memorial Address,

ﬂ.b—hm-abuwﬂmud
Jessie Spencer. 3
iction, Rev.-S. M. Finch.
> above is the program as
vmdltthmomoﬂnl_ services
for Corp. Tracy S Blair at the M, F,
.—Mlnt unday afternoon.
i y the first speaker, re-

ndcérp,'h'lqs Blair,
Mr. Lee spoke of the business as-

' sociations of Corp. Blair. He went |
~ baek over the twenty years, to the|g

i time when Tracy was in school then
* as an employee of the State Bank
. of Buffalo. where he was employed

' for sometime. Mr. Lee also referr- | %

ed to Tracy’s work in Canada where
he spent two years, finally returning
to the State s and then to Buffalo
in 1917. It was at this time that
Corp. Blair was made secretary-
‘treasurer of the Travelers Oil &
Gas Co. of Kansas City, which posi-
tion he held until he was ' selected
for army service,

' These gentlemen both rendered a
. very fine tribute to their friend and
.eo-worhr and their remarks were|
. appreciated by the large erowd pre-

~ sent,
In the memorial address, Rev,
| Finch used as the basis of his ce-
marks, the topic, “Bp Gave His Life
For Me” -

Rev. Finch began hh address by
quoting the words that fell from
| the lips of the world’s greatest teach

|| er, ovator, philosopher, man and
| hero, Jesus Christ, when he said
“AlL they that take the sword shall
pcrhh by the sword.” Gemmy in
‘ 1914 drew the sword—today the
Gcrmuly of 1914, is porilhlng by the

| sword. This war could not be avoid-

d. There was no territorial quar-

| rel between nations, This war began
nimply becuue the long  cherished

| butchered men and boys, lands laid
| waste, churches, cathedrals and hom-
es devastated, until we in America
eried out, “How long, Mr. President
how long?” 4
Then came that memorable day in |
April of 1917 when our country de-

Rev. 5. M.||

om-susmn—uym..mma!

1918, he was killed in action some-
where north of the Lucy sector. He
fell, and as he fell he gave his life
for you and for you. Some where
in France his body lies buried, kill-

. ed by the enemy, but his spirit, that

the Germans could not kill lives on.,
Thus our first, and we trust our

only Buffalo soldier died, mlklng

for the very kind letters of sympa-
thy forwarded to Cotter, Towa by the
many Buffalo friends. This .good
mother had hoped to welcomeé back

her soldier boy but like many others

www.kansasmemory.org/item/225012 ~ Page 3/43

Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory ey

Tracy Sheldon Blair, World War | soldier

www.kansasmemory.org/item/225012 ~ Page 4/43
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory o

Tracy Sheldon Blair, World War | soldier

Memorial Servires

Sunday, January 5, 1914

for

Uorporal rary S. Blair

Killed in Action, Somewhere in Franre
Nouember 1, 14918

M. E. Church, Buffalo, Kansas
3 0'@lnck |, M.
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Hronram of Sernice.

OPENING SONG —

PRAYER—Rev. S. M. Finch

VOCAL DUET—*‘Perfect Day,”” Ethel and Ada Finch
FIVE MINUTE TALK—G. A. Kibbe and Chas. W. Lee
VOCAL DUET—]Jessie Spencer and Ethel White
MEMORIAL ADDRESS—Rev. S. M. Finch

SONG —“‘My Country tis of Thee,”” Congregation

BENEDICTION --

#ie Made the Supreme Sarrifice
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