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Around 1919, the Kansas State Historical Society and the American Legion solicited biographical information
from returning veterans (primarily members of the 35th and 89th infantry divisions) and the families of those who
died in service, notably from the Gold Star Mothers. Each veteran or family member was asked to provide letters,

photographs, a biography, and military records. This file contains information on IraK. Wells, Mgor, Judge
Advocate Genera's Department.
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ANCHEREY: HEADQUARTERS PANAMA CANAL DEPARTMENT
' ANGON, GANAL ZONE

October 10th,1918.

Honorable William E. Connelley,
Secretary Kansas State Historical society,
Topeka, Kansas. /

Dear Mr. Connelley:-

The announcement of the annual meeting of
the Keness “tate Hiotorical Society has juct reached me
here, and not being & le to be precent will at leact
acknowledge receipt of the came.

I have been down here =ince March a= Department
Judge Advocate of the Panams Canal Department of the
Army. I am missing out in the actual warfare, but
nevertheless am trying to fill my place and do my duty
where needed.

This is a most wonderful country snd climate.

I notice that my old friend John P. Cone of Larned is dead.
Sometime when I return I can write you an interecting
article in regard to him, as he was one of the oldest
newspaper men in the state and has taken sn sctive part

in upbuilding the press of Kansas.

Hope =sometime to return and take sn setive part
in our great =ociety and help to render you the s==istance
you should have from every true lover of Kensas,

With best regards and wishes I remain,

Very Respectfully Yours,

%aﬁ/mo.

P. 8. Thinking that you might not be able to place me would
atate that my home ic at Seneca Kan-as and I am a 1life
member of your s=ociety. Have besen in the army as a Magjor
in the Judge Advocate General's Department for the past ten
monthea,
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AUG 22 1921

Law OffFices
oF
iR s K e WAEsL LS
Seneca, Kansas.

August 26th, 1921,

2] W @
Secretary Kansas

Topeka, EKa

Dear Mr. Conmellyi=

Some time ago I pr 5
you together with a p cted
I am about to leave K rain for Port co
ave been asppointed United States Attorney, I
g

. L1

you this information herewith, including

B e T e i~
R A s R I think

If I find anythln

interest to the mociefty in Porto Rico I will
you and if at any time there should be any inf
a serve you or the society in

i Mg

Wi th best
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MIIITARY HISTORY OF IRA K, WELLS

SENECA, KANSAS,

Commissioned as Major in the Judge Advocate
General's Department of the United States Army on November 1l4th,
il e K Commenced sctive dervice on December 2nd, 1917 and
detailed for duty in the office of the Provost Marshal CGeneral
at Washington, D, C, and remained on duty there until March 7th,
1918, when he wes relieved and persuant to oders of the War
Department he was assigned as Department Judge Agvocate of the
Panamas Canal Department of the Army, and reported for duty to
Brig. General R, M, Blatchford, Department Commander of the
Panama Canazl VYepariment of the Army at his headquarters in Ancon,
Canal Zone, on March 16th, 1918, Contimed on duty as Depariment
Judge Advocate from March 16th, 1918 to June 2nd, 1920, when
persuant to orders of the War Department he was relleved from
duty there and ordered to report at the United States Diseiplin-
ary Barracks, Fort Leavemwoeth, Kansas, &s Judge Advocate, and
reported to Brig. General James H. McRae, Commandant, on June 16%
1920, where he remained until his discharge from the Army on
December 31s%; 1920,

Vhile on dufy in the Prr-m- Conal Depariment of the
Army and in addition to his duties as Department Judge Advocate
he was by Major General C. W. Kennedy, Department Commander
detailed as Provost Marshal of the Panama Canal Depar tment,
relieving lajor Norman Randolph, 33rd Infaniry in that posi tion.
Tis position he also held until his departure from the Canal
ore on June 2nd, 1920, having command of Companies A, and B,
i 1i tary Police and of H., Company 33rd Infantry, and during the
strike of the colored employees of the Canal Zore in Jamuary
1920 had cormand of 300 enlisted men from the Coast Artillery
Corpa. In September 1919 in addition to this duties us Depart—
ment Judge Advoeate and Provost liarshal he was detailed by the
Depariment Commander as Acting Department Intelligence Officer
and Morale officer, which positions he held for four months,
during the absence of the regular officer in charge of that work.

He was honorably  discharged the service of’ the :
United States on December 31st, 1920 at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,
having served 37 months,
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