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Around 1919, the Kansas State Historical Society and the American Legion solicited biographical information
from returning veterans (primarily members of the 35th and 89th infantry divisions) and the families of those who
died in service, notably from the Gold Star Mothers. Each veteran or family member was asked to provide letters,

photographs, a biography, and military records. This file contains information on Chester Arthur Chancellor,
Battery D, 130th Field Artillery, 35th Division.
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Frances.
July-32-1918

Desr Sister Father:-

Will wriie you a few lines teday. John and Roy
are both here in camp now. I hsve not heard from you in about
two weeks but John showed me a letter that he rec'd from you yess
terday, T have not aseen Loyd or the other boys from home since
lesving Pt. Sill. I have been writing home regular and you will
get the letters some time, I suppose the mail is delayed quite
5 bit in transportation for sugh a long distance, 1 rec'd a
letter from Mrs., Williams & Laron also cne from Fred & H., C. a
few days 8:50. Dont be dissapolnted if you dont receive letters
from me oftern and at regular intervals for there will probably
be times when you wont zet them for geveral days. I have, at
times gome a month withput a letter from home. The weather here
is idea;, noct too hot or not toc coel, there is usually plenty of
rain., Do you see Anna often? I get a letter from her quite
often, usually but sometimes it is twoo weeks between them. She
wrote In her lasst letter sboui being out to see you. Has liiss
Broudell at Woolworths been out to the farm yet, Harry gZets & o'
bunch of letters quite of tem. Is Father ss strong as when I left
I have regretted that I did not leave the cst at home Ffor him and
YOU, I suppose it is real inconvenient without it, but when I
get back home we shall have anotier. Has fred Gathman been
called yet. He missed a big thing bu not coming with us. When
you welte me just leave off the "Chief", Since being here we
have had some changes made in the motive power and have horses now
as horse srtillery has but one "Chief® this automstically re-
duces me to the rank of Mechanic. Will close this time Write
soon With love

Your Bro:
Mech., Chester A. Chancellor
130 Reg. FE. A. Bat D.
American EBxpeditionary Forces.
France.

Y.H.C.A,.
Prance

Aug-5-1918

Mr, H. C. Chancellor

Dear Bro: It has been some time since I wrote you but
will try and do better in the future. It has been raining, slow
but almost continually here for the past week. We are comfort=-
ably situated as regards protection from the weather, ané we
dont mind a little rain any way as we had it dry enough at Fort
8111 to last us guite a while. John & Roy are hoth drivers and
are O, K, As for Loyd I have not seen him since leaving the
States and am not infoarmed as to the lecation of the unit to which
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he belongs. As my experience continues I become more interested
in our branch of the service and it is surely wonderful what mod-
ern Artillery can do. I am not afraid to risk myself anywhere
with the American artillery against the Germans with all their
powerful Ordnsce which they thot so superior. You folks back
home are sure making good raising so much money for the Red Cross,
We knew you were "there with the goods" tho and you will find us
the same way at this end of the line. And it isent going to

take us as long as the Boches' used to think it would to finish up
the job. Anna wrote in her lgst letter that you were having trou
ble with your eye. I sincerely hope that it has improved much,
In regard to that money you can deposit it to my credit. I have
all the money I need here, Will close this time. Tell all the
folks that I am 0,K, & some time when you folks are going out for
a drive take my girl along.

Ans Soon.

Your Bro,
Mech, Chester A. Charicellor,
Bat. D. 130 F. A.
American E, F,.

France=
0ct-8-1918

Dear Bro'=

I rec'd g letter from you a few days ago and will =ns.
now. We are in a rest camp and have just returned from the front.
We did some good business up there, pushed the enemy back several
Kilometers & accomplished all of our objectives. 1 cannot give
a detailed account of casualties prisoners taken & ect, ect, but
I am told that the N. Y. Herald of Oct. 2 containes a good accouf
of our operations. Perhaps you can get one, When I say it was
hot up there I am not speaking about the weather. Our position
was visited by enemy airplanes daily & we were shelled by artill-
ery almost continuallu but the shells were not very thick and seem-
ed to be coming from but a few guns. One shell exploded with-
in twenty feet of a dug out occupied by some of our boys. I
fhigured that another would not be apt to hit in the same place soO
I moced in. Of course we did not make all gains without losses
but we made it a dam sight hotter for them then the did for us.
John & Roy are all 0, K. and I-am feeling as sirong and healthy as
I ever did in my life, In fact I find my clothes becoming too
small. When we started the drive all we took with us what clothes
we had on, 1 blanket & a mess kit, and our shooting Irons. We
couldent be bothered with excess baggage. We are receiving a new
issue now. You asked what I thot about the ¥, M. C. A. While I
have derived wvery little benefit from it I dont care to knock up=
on an instution whose intentions are the best, but fail in their
fullgillment, perhaps only 8n age't of the enormity of the task
before it. Where I have been the Y, has been inadequate to meet
the demend upon it. Whose fault it is I cannot say. For my
part I appreciate what benefit I have had from it. At times I hav
seen large bunches of men wishing in vain for a Y to open up.
Again I have seen a Y. M. C. A, man Injured by a bomb from an
enemy airplane while dipping out hot chocolate to a line of very
appreciative boys at the front. Well Tum I know things must be a
whole lot different at home nowv. Well all realize more than ever
before that the U. S. is the only country bn the world. If we
waskudn buyi sngihing skcac fgengh Store it costs us about 5 times
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as much as it did in the States when we left. I am not exaggerat-
ing 1 cent. Well I will close this time and write again soon,
Hoping you are all getting along well and asking you to give my
regards to all 1 remain
Your Bro:
liech Chester A. Chancellor
Bat D. 130 AL
Anmerican Expeditionary Forces
France.

France
Oct-9-1918
Dear Father & Sister:

We are in a rest camp for a while having just re-
turned from the front and will drop ¥ ou a few lines to let you
know that I came thru all O, K. & never felt better in my life,
tlis true that we have undergone some exposure and many days were
far from comfortable, but that could not be avoided & I guess it
is not hurting yours truly for I eat three gquares a day and find
my clothes becoming too small, It was pretty hot for a while on
the front, & when I say hot I am not speaking about the weather.
ha, ha, But we made it a great deal hotter for the Germans than
they did for us,. When we were relieved they were still giving
way before the American Forces, I cannot give the results in de=
tail as casuslties, prisoners taken & ete, etc. John & Roy are
all O, K. and both batteries got thru lucky. Enemy aircraft gave
us considerable trouble and also occasional artillery fire, How=
ever that was small compared to what we sent them, I have not
seenn or heard from Lyod Bartlett and think I shall have to write
to him, Grace wanted me to send a German helmet to her. I could
have had several if I had just carried them, They seemed too comm=
en for a Souvenir., We have received heavy wool underware al-
ready and are to receive a new outfir of clothes soon I am told.
Do you atill live on the Farm? If you mofe to town I would keep
that farm if I were you for a farm is the best thing I know of.

If we choose to buy anything at these french stores it usually
cost us about five times as much as in the states when we left.
The Y. M. C. A, helps us lots and we are issued tobacco. Pract=-
ically all the boys here are feeling fine and we are in good spirit
& ready to return to the front at any time the order comes & send t
the Boche some more of our 96 1lb. shells, Hoping you are all
O. K. & assuring you that I am getting along as well as could be
expected I will close & look for s letter from you soon.
Your Son
lech, Chester A.. Chancellor
Bat D. 130 Reg. F. A.
American Expeditionary Forces,
France,
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