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Pago 2 Corporel Merle D. Parker, |
Millitary Police,
35%h Division,

manuevers. The Bignal gorps cam put up & wirsless station end be ready toc receive
cr send nessages in flve minutes time. The Artillery companies ars firing on the
renges every dey and it is nothing uncommon te¢ hear the schrapnel shells burst on
the hillsides about two miles from here, The Aviation morps ere flying all day
long even on windy days. Our Company is going on the renge now for target practice
Bo you Bée every thing points toward action,

 Camp Denniphen,
: January 26, 1918.

Our gompany is to be fully equiped within a few days end we will then be real
Millitary Police. Just to shew you how much we have to take care of I will give
you & list of what we are held respemsible for,

Two shirts, four undershirts, twe sweaters, two blouses, four pr. pants, four
pr. drawers, six pr. pocks, lpr leggins, three pr. shoes, 1 hat and hatcord, three
blankets and one each of all the follewing; overccat, slicker, quilt, tick, aot,
shelter half, mess kit, rifle, riflecase, revelver, amuniticn belt, horse, horse-
blanket, noee beg, saddle, saddle blanket, ssddle dag, gun boot, bridle, halter
eurry comb, eurry brush, : :

I way have onltted a few articles but you can see we have our hands full and
in addition to this I have seven men and my tent to take care of.

lawton,
Jan, 29, 1918,

I am et present in the city of Iawton enjoying myself and st the game time
running down crocks, bootlegers, ect, I havn't much of that kinK of werk to do.
Just now my duty ie to post the guerd and kil) time. I sleep in the First Wetlan -
al Bank where the Governmeni money is kept. We have guards there all the time,

This noon I was sent te the Frisco Depot to wateh for soldiers leaving with-
out pass. MAnother job we have is to keep the, out of picture shows, also we cleer
the streets at 11:30, :

Mother, I thank you for the $5 bill, it sure ceme ir handy but don'tl last
leng, 1To prove it will quote a few prices we heve to pay hers. I started with
$11.60; spent the .60 to celebtute ray day, payed a debt of $4,0C, bought a peir of
leggins for $4.00 end that left $3.00. I went to town and carfare was 404; when
in town got the following; dinmer,70¢; two towels, 40¢; tooth brush, 254; shaving
erean, 25¢; chevrons, 50¢; hat clemned and bleocked, 50¢; candy, 25¢; shoes shined,
15¢. When I returned te town a five spot wes naturaly ruined, BSo you see how hard
it is to get along on $11.0C & menth but will still try it.

Lewton, Okla.
Feb. 2, 1918,

I have gome good news, we gei seven days on & pass and my nmame is tenthon
the list.

I witnessed anidrmy funeral this afterncon, They were shipping the bedies
of two soldiers to thelr homes, A band was lined up st the depot and as the train
pulled in the band begen te play "Nearer my God to Thee! and continued until the
coffins were loaded. The Bugler played paps as the train pulled out.

Cemp ponniphen,
March 13, 1918,
We sure had a keen ride yesterday afterncon; went ovér to the trenches z-
bout ten miles east of cur camp on patrel duty, We were practicing patrcl and
believe me it is some sport .
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Page 3 R
Corporal Merle D, Farker, ; ERE o
Millitary Folice, ¥t. Bi13; Okle.
35tk pivisioen, March 22, 1918,

Dear Ones ALl :-

& letter every day while I am in guarantime is my motto., Did you lmow
about it? No ofcourse you did not as have only been irn for 12 hours. I intended to
g0 to Oklehone Oity tomorrow and had everything fixed up fine end this morning as I
wes just getting ready to go out te drill the man in charge of guarters came dewn to
the tent and told me that my squed was quaranteened for diptherim., Frizellw, a cack
whe gleeps in my tent is néw in the hespital with diptheria. I am not worried as I
have hed one shot for "dip" mnd got another today end will get ancther in a few days.
It sure dont feel very good to kme have that little needle stuck inte you and nowmy
shoulder is gettiing mighty sore. They stick you right on the shoulder blsde, The
dector alse swabbed our throats with some kind of dope and will be back in the morning.
Have sure had my fill of quarantesn but is restful in the morning especially when
Reville sounds, "We wont get up, we wont get up, we wont get up

Last Bunday y went to Elgin, a smell town about 18 wmiles from here, on Provoest
duty, I hed e nice trip but was sure sore the next day. We send a detail over there
svery week end to eateh A, W, O, I, and soldiers withou!{ passes. We hed four leave
A, W. 0, L, last Moxnday

I took four of our men to the "Nut Specialist"” yestaerday end they certainly
pulied coff some bright remarks. The Doctor told one tc put these words in a sentence
river, Iake, #mxsmxt deseft. After thirking for some time he said, "The river rune
into the lake and the lake into the desert." I managed to kesp my face straight tut
‘twas hard work.

" Ft. 5111, Okla,
April,3, 1918,

Dear Ones 41i i-

Heve just returned from what will probably be my lagt horsebeck ride
in Ft. gi11l and am sure glad of it as the dust is fierce ae ususl and perhaps & little
worse today., We have shipped our horsed.

Yes we are prepering to leave but it probtably wont be for several deys end may
be two or three weeks. Part of the Infantry leaves to night and thru the entire
Divisicn the slew work of packing is going on. One nice thing is that Dale will be
with me s he comes back to the Compary Thursday as a Sargeant and not ass Bupply & r-
geant. He did not 1ike the supply job. He did not get & Commission but goes to the
next Officers Training Cemp which sierts June lst will be held "somewhere in France .

Ft. gill,
April 8, 1918,

Not gone yet but can't tell how scon. Are packing just as fest as possible
and getting everything in shape. Seoldiers are leaving here every dey and when our
time comes, "Goodby Ercedway, Hello France",

We were issued about ferty drafted men today which pute our orgeniszation up
to war strength. FHawvn't telked te any of them yet but from information I have bem
able to gather they are from the makotas and heve been in the Service about six weeks,
They arpear te be & fairly good bunch.

i, 8111,
April 11, 1918.
We are 8till here but the boys are leaving all the time and our time may te
next. We have mnearly all our eguipment packed.
1 am s0 nervous I can hardly write. Have jusi been running & two hundred ad
endiwenty yard dash end took first place without much trouble and believe me, I'm
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Pege 4
Corpowal Merle D. Parker,
¥illitary Police,
35th Division.

about all in. _

I told you sbout our Bweeds, The Captein asked one if he was born in this
country; he seid,"No Ay bane born in Min-na-go-te. The beys have sport heering
them telk. Thirtyfeur of them and 811 farmers. A husky bunch they are and well dis
disciplined and the paptain likes them teoo.

P4, Bill, Qkla.
April 15, 1918,

The boys are leeving fagt mow. Thres regiments of ynfentry have gone and ond
more to go. Then comes the Enpineers, Signel Corps, Ammnition trein, cenitary train,
Mrtillery and Millitary Police. Which one of these menticned is {irst no one knows.
It begins to look ss if we might be lesst but we can't tell. One day rumor says ve go
and the next that we Zm stay here. But I think next Sunday will find us on the wey.
I was just down where they are losding end the porter told me that this Division goes
to Hoboken Yew jersey but how does he know? @lse that we are all to be moved by gat-
urday.

Ft. §i11, Okla,
April 1e, 1918,

Vednesdey and no sighe of leaving yet but thers is ne doubt that we are ready

to go,

Yester'day we had ﬁeldﬁmputien and every thing had to be in our blanket
rodl , barracke bag, or saddle beg. In my saddle bag I bad mess kit, etetiomary,
chesemen, toilet articles, polishing outfit,fand varicus other things., In our
blenket rodl three blankets, one complete change of c¢lothing, and slicker., We had
to oerry our overcoats. In my barracks bag I had ttem pr. socke imcluding y th
these four peir you made, extira blouse, underwear, two scarfs, helmet, two eweaters
fatigue clethes, bed sack, leather leggins, and mumerous other things. y had it jwt
as full as it could be., EBarracks bag is shipped and we never see it till we reach
the other side.

APHI 21, 1.18

Will keep you poerted concerhing details of our trip. At present we are about
seventyiive miles from St. louis and have beon on the way just tweniy four hours,
A1l day heve been traveling through the Ozarks and it certaibly is a preitty sountry,

Qur mesls are breught to us end we heve enly two a day while enrcute; break-
fast at nine and supper at five. i

1 em on guerd at the present tims. We have twentythree prisoners at the
present ent that is why we have to post & guard.

At Springfield Miscurl we tcok a thirty minute hike. Everday we have e s hort
hike for exercise, I am tired of travelimg already snd have severel daye ahead yet.
The dope is that we go frem 8i. Louis te €hicago, to Detrois, Buifelo and then Inte
Canada and finelly Camwp Milis,
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Page 5 ° OCorporal Merle D, Parker,
Millitary Police,
85th Division.

Camp Mills, New York.
April 24, 1918,

Well 1 em here and glad of it too, We certainly had hard luck traveling, Every town
of nuck importance we peseped through some time during the night, My first disappoint-
ment was in failing to see the Missippi River and 8t. Lomis. Tor some reason we missed
the larger cities poseibly dus to the heavy traffiec.

We pulled inte Buffmle New York mbout seven A. M, but the Red Cross were waiting
for us with olgaretts and candy. I traded clgaretts for candy. We took a ten minute
walk bui didn't ses much of the place. I forgoet to menticm that at Detroit the Red
Cross eerved us with Bandwikhes.

We arrived et Scranten about dark and proceeded for a short waelk up town., W
were greeted with applause all the wey. It is noticeable that the further east we go
the more patriotism is shown, When wee returned to our trein sandwiches were waiting
for us served egein by the Red Cross. Just after leaving the staticn two of our pris-
eners jumped cut the window and made good their escape, One has been picked up byt he
rolice already end the other 1ikely will be. :

Somewhere in Englend,

Ve arrived safely and in good spirits end are now traveling thru Bnglend which
without doubt the prettiest country we have seen zo far and I would like to stey around
e few days but we will move on soon.

pur trip across was uneventful in the way of any submarine attask. I feltso
safe 1 even wished a mitxmemif sub wouid appear so we could have seen what would have
seen what would have happened.

We had great sport on the beat, The Y. M. furnished us moving pictures and
gamesof all kind including some fine Boxing and wréstling matches in which we were 2 1-
Weys winners.

The trains are quesr looking here, small fréight cars about sixteen ft. leng;
sonches divided intc sections accomodating eight FEEEmEx pessengsrs/

Later and somewhere in France. Well here we are; wore in England about fiw
days and a¥® now safe in France., Our trip to France wes one I certeinly con never
forget the the return trip will no doubt be much more the merrier,

The people Eive us a most hearty welcome and we are fed all along the way. The
French lingc is the limlt and the money is even worse, W ere to teke up cur old work
and ere to be mounted, and belisve me the M. Ps, certainly hate the soft anap in the
Armmy 1f there is such a thing.

Somevhere in France, June 1,'l8

We are doing the same kind of work here and at present both companies are on
duty in the several towns near here. We are zizx alse traffic cops which seems to be
& mdghty responeible job here, especizlly near the front.

Bomewhsre in France,
- July 11, 1918,

Last night we had & 1ittle trouble with a couple of infantrymen who were heavy
leden with wine, Nine o'cleck is c¢lesing hourand they refused ito leave the cafe and
started & fight. The M. P, came out on top and finrally succeeded in putting them wmder
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Page 6. Corroral Merle D, Parker,
H1litery Police,
35th Divisien,

arrest and the French Guard locked them up for the night.

The French are very accomecdating to us and give us free use of thair Y. M, and
writing paper. They usually have an sntertairment every evening and when I am not too
busy I mttend., These Frerchmen are great on singing and in the evening they gather in
the eafe and put on e regular epera, :

The Wichita Infantry are back from the trenches and they tell neny interesting
gtories of the trenck 1ife. They did not lose a man.

France, July 21, 19%18.

At present 1 am where the sbells meke sweet music ag they sing over our hesds
Yesterdey morning I had & reserve seat to wathh s real bettls, We are on a hill and the
Dutch, Boeh, Jerry or Gervans are located in the valley. We have several other pet
memes for the Germass but it would hardly do to write them here.

¥e had & tip that something was going to happen s¢ when we heard our guns open
fire early one morning we dressed in a rush and made onther rush for our observation
platform. It was just like & moving pictiure show only the real thing. Ve were nct ¢ lose
enough to ses how many wsre killed or wounded or to see sny movement of our men as they
charged over the tep and into the German linss, But we could plainly see the Artiliiery
fire as it graduwally raised its fire to sllow the Infantry to cherge. Every now end
then we could hear a maching gun or Comean typewriter os we call them. It wes esrly
dawn end the bursting shells and rodkets made a U, 8. Fourth of July look teme. It
mede & mental picture in my mind I con never forget but is hard to describe as one must
actuslly be present to veelize such & hell like picture.

When we first came up I had never heard the sound made by a shell passing
over head. Bui the Corporal I relieved was very familiar with it =s he had ons to ex-
rlede ebout tweniy paces from him. We were standing near a road one morning discumsing
varigus subjects when all of a sudden the Corporal mentioned sbove said,"Beat it fell ows
here comes one", and he was gone like a shet 1o a dugout about fifty peces s way. It
didn't teke us long to realize our danger as we now heard a strenge but femiliar somnd
te & soldier. The shell passed over our heads hitting about a guarter of a mile mbove
ug. PFive more hissed over us and after a lapse of ten minutes we came out of thedugout
end continued our jJourney up hill and passed the very spot the shelle hed hit a few
mimites 2gs before. The shelle make a hole similar to one left by a large tree when
pulled up by the rcets. The morning before the same place wae shelled and one Amerisan
wes fatally injured, He wae Sgt. Sutton of Wichita, he died on the way to the Hospital

When you read this you will probably worry sbout my safty but don't worry as I am
yorfectly safe as we use every precmution possible, B hunting cur dugcuts at the lemst
change of danger. Cas is seldom used here on account of the hills and high altitude

By the time you recelvs this letter I will without doubt be bask bahind the lines
again as we are reliaved every now and then.

Our duties hers are to regulate traific, make repert of troop movement, see that
@ll men are armed and have their gae mesk and helmet on, mnd to allow no troops to halt
in an cpen place.

July 31.

The blame Dutch woke me up in the middls of the nizhi lmat night sheoting their
fireworks end they made things pretty lively for & time but not much demmage dons.
Only one of our boys heppendd to be whers & shell hit, Whenaver the shells get too
thick we go into the dugout for pretesiion, :
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Page 8 E
Oorporal Merle D, Parker,
Millitary Police,
35th Division,

Somewhere in France,
: Mug, 25, 1918.

Bunday once again but if one were to welk down the street and watch the peopls
he would never guess whet day it is. Only two or thres little things happen that in-
cate the day; the ringing of the church chimea and the psople going to church, tk
few who do. All the stores are open as usual and in the Army we are as busy as even
Breakfast is an hour late and we have no drill but there is enough necessary work to
keep one busy most of the time,

I failed te get up in time for breskfast this morning as I wes lste in going to
bed and was up again from thres to four, When I did get up I walked down to the
main corner to buy something and my breakfast consisted of one pound of tematoes and
threse france worth of grapes which were fine. The tomatoes hers have & peculiar bub
plessant flavor and only a few sseds; in fact they might be called seedless,

The other day we had dinner at Hotel Joffres which is nemed for Cen. Jeffres,
who etopped there for dinner in the ysar of 1914, ¥ried eggs and potatoes, beef,
bread and jam. They sure serve in great styls and the cook is 4 Yo, 1,

. Battery F. is with us now, There will be something doing when the American
Artillery begins to work on Jerry. The French don't furnish us with enough excit¥ant

lug, 29, 1918,

We have a hint that we might move soon but we never arrive at a new loaebiun
but that there is mlways talk of moving soon, 01d"Verry" has stopped out meil epd I
have received no lettars for over two weeks,

I heard a gouple of good ones the othar day and will pass them on, JAn Irishman
went ovsr the top and met & German in No Man 's land., The German answere his challenge
in this menner, "Xomerad, Xomerad, I have a wifs and ten children.” "You're o Har,"
yelled the Irishman,"Ye have a widow and ten orphans.” The azame Irishman arrived in
the enemy's trench and approaching an open door of a dugeut called to these within,
"How many be there in thar?® "fhirteen" cams the reply. "Well here's one hand grenade
divide it smong the hull of ys.®

I have s new job now and like it fine. Jm in charge of the guerd over a dump
near hers. I wisit oaah relief during tha night and am off in the daytime,

Bept. 7, 1818,

Have been toc busy te write for nsarly a wesk and to prove m:.r ¢laim will Tre-
late the happenings of the past few days, Ve wers in & town and expectied to go out
sometime during the night sc couldn't unrell our packs and had to sleep the best we
could, T didn's even go to sleep myself, TWe rode on the train untill ambout 4 P, M,
the next day and then hiked ten miles, arriving at ocur bildets about ten P, M. Be-
lieve me! we wore certainly some tired bunch and for the first time some hed to drep
out. I mansged to meke the trip but dont belisve I wes ever so tired before in my
1ife. I forgzoet to mention that we breakfssted a 2:45 in the morning and it wes some
drag from 2 A, M. o 10 P. K, But am feeling fine now as have two nighis sleep and
e square meal.

I canifisay much about our trip as it sesms to be the same old France every-
where, We did see troops of all nations aleng the way, including & numbsr of Gemm=n
prisonars,

We are taking 1ife easy now and have nothing fo do but eat, zleep and stand
revéille at 6 A, M, Yesterday we went to the rivsr and took & swim, It was pretty
celd but when I once dived in, couldn't leave. Think I must go end try it espsin,

Th the' pmper T Gee the names “of several acjusintances who are drafted and
again I say I'm glad I didn®t walt even to register,
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Pags 9. Corpordl Merls D. Parker,
Millitary Police,
$5th Division.

Sept. 13. 1918,

We have been on the move a.ga:l.n and ars at presant where we cen hear the rear
the guns orce more. 1t hes been raining almost continually for the last ten days and
our last hike was of five hours duration through a drizzling rein and at ite end we
had to pitch our tents in e forest and I wae soskad to the skin,

When ready for bed I took off &ll my wet clethes and slept till morning, I had
no dry clothes except one sult of underwear end a pair of socks. I put on my wet
shoes and pants and nearly froze. But this P. M. the sun came out and I am nearly
dry once more.

Heve been in a real town once more and rode on a street car for the firat time
in four wonths. BHush and I went in together about 10 A, M. =nd after strolling the
streets for a whils we located a ¥, M, G, A, I haturaly inguired for Walter and
sovoral hed met a Mr, Parker but further inguirys disclosed the fact that he had left
that morning so I just missed him. I'm not sure this Hr‘. Parker was Walter but thelr
desscription of him leads me to belisve so.

Ve ate dinner at 2 hotel and then went to = Moving Picturs Show and saw
Mise Vermon Castle, It weemed like homs to go te a Moving Plciure show. TWe spent
the remainder of the time walking about visiting verious places of interest insluding
several Cathedrals from mogt of which the wonderful and valuebls pictures have hasen
removed to places of salty for fear ¢of Cerman invasion.

Somewhers in France,
y ; Bﬂpto 30, 19180

dm so nervous this momming can scarcely write. My nervousness is not due to
excitement but to the strain we have been undsr the last two weeks. We are just be-
ginning to have real hardships and each duy is just & 1little harder than the one be-
fore but we nsver give wmp.

I will if poesible give you an idea of what we have done the last fortyeight
hours. Don't know wether my littls story will pass the censor but will run the risk,
We were called about five thirty one morning and ate a hearty breakfast and were given
two sandwiches, a can of salmon and a can of beans. About sleyen we hiked, contin-
uing for three hoursand wers loaded into trucks in which we rode until 8 A, M, just
twelve hours and & helf., The trucks wore loaded to their full ecapacity and we had
ne reem te lie down,

: I ate my first sandwich at noon and shared a can of selmon with two of my
comrads for supper when I zlso ate my other sandwich.

When we arrive at our destinaticn it was raining, net hard but just e slow
but not very celd drizzle. We were mll tired ani found shelter under anopen shed.
Were just ready to make our beds whezn an order eame to hike to anothar town, Most of
us wers already played out but not 2 single man failed to mmke the trip., We atarted
out facing the rein, hoping it wouldn't be far o the next tewn., By the way we did
not know how far we hed to ge when we started but when we were on the rued no one

would give up and we made the eight miles,

Ve would hike thirty or forty minubes and would then rest for some time. W
Yhen time %o rest came, ¢ff came cur packs and down on the ground we would flep. The
packs weTe heavy enough tc work up a good w sweat hetween rests and ench time we
stopped we would get chilly and start on once more. WNot a m2n gave out till the lemt
forty mirutes and those arrived at the billets scon after the mein party, I was
completly played out and made the trip "on high" but heve wondersd just how much
farther I could heve gone. I'm sure it wouldn't have been much farther.

I didn't wait for breskfast but teok a2 good drink of water mand stripped off
wot clothes and crawled under my blankets and slept sboui aix hours, When I awoke it
was about four o’cleck, I dressaed and started to hunt & place to wash ag I had had
no epportunity to wash for five days. I located a good spring and after filling up
the inslde, started to work on the outside, After several attempta I succeeded in
gatting fai¥ly cleen.

I next located & French Y. M. where I secured a cup of hot chicory coffes
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Page 10. Corpordl Merlse D, Parker,
Millitary Police,
35th Divisjon.

and a can of salmon, By this time our own supper was ready and talk sbout feed!
Beans, potatoes,spaghetti, coffee and all we could eat and telisve me! we sure meds
the eats diesmappear. I ete untill I simply couldn't eat any mors for I knew we w
would be on the move egain , Burs enough we wers loaded into trucke end carried to
another town. We arrived about one A, M and were told to slesp the best we could .
Rugh and I loeated an empiy wagon and pilled in., It was still raining but we pulled
8 wagon sheet over us and succeeded in getting e few winks before morning.

Ve arose about seven, washed, shaved andwent to breakfast, Agein ate sll Ic
could as I helped in the kitchen, Then came to the Fremch Y, ¥. and here I am writ
ing home.

The past two days have bean herd ones byt we havs had i easy compared to some
of the poor boys who have been in the tremches driving the Dutch back during this
reiny season, It hes rained almost constantly the last two weeks. For e week te fore
we began our last hike we wers camped in & woods and had no chanse to get a bathor
even wash, We could not gtand it if it wers not for our excellent physieal sondition

Fot e single man in our company kmk Rxmxkemsxaigk hes bsen in the Hospital en
account of sickness, A few have hed mumps or some minor zcoident., We are well fed
and clothed and our officers give us every epportunity to keep clean but in times
like the lmst two weeks such ¢hings as a bath or a rest simply can't be had. I never
folt so well physically in my 1ife end after a nights or even a few hours rest Iam
ready to ge for twenty, thirty hours or ss long as it is necessary, And svery other
American Soldier cen do the same and that iz why we are going to 1lick the Dutch and
the sooner the better for then we will begzin our long jeurnsy home.

Somewhera in Francs.
Oct, 4, 1918,

October and I have writtsn no letiters for two weeks but can honeatly say I
havn't hed time to write, During this time have seon and besn through some wonder-
ful experiences. They say war is hell and T sure beliseve it and often wonder why we
musti have war. I sure hope this is the last I will have to go through.

Will tell you of & few things I eaw and hope they will pass the censorship,
The first dey I had the pleasurs of escorting fermsn prisoners to the reer and we
sure had our hands full. PFrom the first prisoner I secured a knife which I em keep~
ing 28 a souvenir. They wers 2ll goodlooking chaps but not meny of middle age.

In the afternoon of ths first day I saw my first real battle field widk which
was covered with barbed wire end lines of trenches, The Ditch had destroyed ssversl
bridges which delayed teaffic for a while

The next two daye I wes on traffic duty behind the lines and I never saw so
much traffic pass over one road in the same length of time befors in my life,

Well the next day I experienced whot war really is as I was detailed to o
town just behind the lines and the shells wers flying thick and fast. It surs gets
your nerve to hear the sing of & shell and you can never tell when they are coming,
It is simply & cass of luck how close they hit to you end you will never know what
happoned if one should hit within a few feet of you, One is absolutely helpless and
the only thing to do is to drop fxk fliat on the ground and then hit for & dugout if
possidle. How the Infantry live through it is more than I can tell and they ave
ehelled much harder than they boys in the rear. But in the mesntime the boys were
glving it to the putch:and it won's be long until they have to give in.

One of the most striking scenes I saw was of & Gemman Battery. Evidently
they had just pulled out upon the road when the shells hit for the four guns with
four horses hitched to each were in line end heade for the masin road. Every horae
wes killed and looked e the they had been killed instantly thers being no s8ign of
a struggle. Four of the riders wers killed and in one case the rider was still in
the saddle and his feet in the stirrups. It was the most pitiful sight I had ever
sgen and I hope I never ses one like it again. One American was refurning with
four prisoners when a shell 1it killing the entire party.
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Hers is & story that scunds a littls fishy but is sbsolutly trus. A Frenchman in
1914 burried somwe zold under his house sc the Germans would not get it. The other day
after we had rscaptureiths town his son came and found the gold burried beneath the
ruins of his one time beautiful home, A1l the villages capiure by the Gernans are
in absolute ruins and will requiee years to rebuild,

Now for & 1ittle pleasant nmsws, I am fesling fine altho & mighty tired efter
our little campaign but will feel 0. K. after another good nights resti,

Oct. 10, 1918.

Mo, we are not mounted bui still carry mounted equipment but will probably
never have mors than fifteen or tweenty horses. We have no use for them.

We hed our barrvacke bags when we first came over snd at that time I put my
socks in my bag but fear I mey nmever see them again. Howeve rwe can get plenty of
wool socks. ;

Oct. 26, 1918,

I mest surely believe in the temchings B of Jesus Christ and de not fear
the possibility that t mey be one of many to give my life for our sasred cause., I
cannot hope for & mors noble causs for which to die. TWe soldlers see death on A1l
sldes and how one c¢an doubt the reality of the next World is more than I ¢an under -
stand, One of my old chums who was in the Infaniry during the last drive told me
mcently thaet he eould never forget him experiences, One of his statements was,
"Merle, if I evsr get back home there won't be a truer Christien then I will be.n
He realiied how God had guided him through the battle and has thanked him in his
prayers many times, I have heard many of the T yvs meke similar remarks.

hs for spiritunl teaching, we hovs none except what we curselves obtain thru
reading the Bible and the few articles we find to read. Homestly we dont wven know
day it is and only « eccasionly I know the date. 7Tife is not measured by the day,
Thers is only one end and that is the end of the war. When that will be no one knows
and T don't even worry mbout it, just simply plug away day after day. We have no
Sundey in the army, All days are alike. One Sunday we were giving the Gemmens all
we had, on severzl Sundays we were hiking over the hills, mXi while on othars we
performed cur regular duties, But we are well fed end well olothed for the winter
and have no fear of exposurs.

There sre meny evsrday occurances which are of ne special intersst to ue bud
way intersst you. One of the most interesting instwuments of warfaere is the Areo-
plane. I remember when the first plane came to Wichita and how we zll marveled at
such a feat, Over here we see some real flying., I remember ome time of gesing
mors than a hundred planes in the eair at once and nearly ail the time we see from
ore to e dozen flying peecfully over our heads. Barly in the evening a Germen plene
flys over. He is usually h very high in the air. Our Anti Aircraft guns open fire
and we grow tired of wetching the shells buret a2ll around the plesne. Ooccasionally
one ie hit and down he comes, sometimes in a mass of flames, sometimes dropping el-
mest straight down turning over end ower @s he fmlls, Sometimes he is only disabied
and mekes = safe landing and i= eaptured. It is very seldom we see two planes fight -
ing as it is too dangeTous to the attacking party. The only time I saw a betile be-
tween planes was when éns French planes fought twe Cermen planses, All three fell in
Lli;iuse but we thoupght none of the occupants wers hurt as they appeared to make m

ng.
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