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These documents comprise the fourth series in the Abbie Bright Papers. The series includes | etters and maps
pertaining to the Abbie Bright diary (record unit 223662). These materials were generated in preparation for the

publication of Abbie Bright's diary in The Kansas Historical Quarterly, autumn and winter 1971, to which alink
is provided below.

Date: 1970-1971

Callnumber: Abbie Bright Papers, Coll. #293, Series 4
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 223722
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April 14, 1971

Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. Fairchild
Gladbrook, Iowa 50635

Dear Don and Jane

I'm sending copies of the introduction and epilogue which I've writ=-
ten for Abbie Bright's diary n the hopes that you will read them and let me
know if I've made any mistakes about family, etc.

ﬁ woul

| appreciate if you would do this in addition to ti

arlier
questions I posed for the answers to them will be used in some of my foot-
notes. If you would prefer, just mark on these coples and return them. I
have the originals here.

ne

~ould you, also, copy the article about Philip's death from the

I plan to visit the area of Clearwater on May 2 just to get an idea of
the lay of the land. I'll see Mrs. Chambers I hope but the doctor is appar-

ently in a rest home so I won't bother him.
Thanks for all your help.

Sincerely,

Joseph W. Snell
Assistant State Archivist

JTWS:bl
Enclosure
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Epilogue
Postscript
Abbie Bright married William M. Achenbeck in ind spent the remainder of

her life in Gladbrook, Iowa. She died in

Philip Bright moved on to Prescott, Arizona territory and was there murdered
for his money by unknown parties about June 30, 1873. Abbie apparently inherited
Philip's Kansas land which she rented for the next 30 years or so., Her own Kansas
land had been disposed of soon after her return east.

No member of the Bright family ;ixeg in Kansas new.-and-apparently-none-has since

ATl 2 . PrLaaa R ] - gt
Abbie and Philip left in #M#'late 1871.
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April 29, 1971

Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. Fairchild
Gladbrook, Iowa 50635

Dear Don and Janette:

I was just about to sign a letter I had written to you when your second
note arrived. I'll destroy that first letter and tell you again, in this letter,
how much we appreciate your helping us with the Bright family information. You
have given us exactly what we need a terial will help my footnotes and
the little epilogue immensely. It was kind of you to go to so much trouble and
expense., I'm sorry you are out some change.

I talked to the head of our newspaper section and he said that if the
Lincoln assassgination newspaper is someLhmg besides the Nex
would like to have it but the rest of the papers you mentioned, since they are
not Kansas papers, he would have to decline. We appreciate your offering
them at any rate.

Iam sure our library staff, particularly Mrs. Hawley, could answer any
questions you have about ocnc;ﬂogy. [ don't know much about it myself so I
wish you would get in touch with he

We are having the unknown Clearwater family group copied and Nyle
thinks we should offer a copy to the Clearwater editor when I'ha : i install-
ment of Abbie's diary comes out. I surely hope it is the Ross family; maybe
we'll find out. I'll send the original back to you when the copy work is
finished.

Nyle and I are sorry you had a run-in with Bert Fireman. We didn't
mean for you to go to so much trouble getting a copy of the Phoenix paper.
When the copy of the article does arrive we'll appreciate it doubly because of
the trouble you've been to.

We will give you 10 copies of each issue of the Quarterly that has the
diary in it (the fall and winter issues) and we can sell the other 20 to you at
a 40% discount which would make them $.75 each. This will include the cost

www.kansasmemory.org/item/223722 ~ Page 63/86
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory e

L ettersand maps pertaining to the Abbie Bright diary

Mr. and Mrs., Donald G. Fairchild 2 April 29, 1971

of mailing wherever you wish them to go. The sooner you can send us the
names and addresses the easier it will be on our girls to get the labels made
and ready for use. Don't send any money now, we'll bill you after mailing.

Since the extra pictures you mention are of people and places not really
prominent in Abbie's diary I think we'll pass them by. We have a four page
special map of the arsa will also be included. So

nd

picture section planned and a
we are in good shape for illustrations. Thanks so much for offering them any=-

way.

Ve certainly appreciate all your help. I hope you enjoy the diary when

it is published.

sincerely,

W. Snell

Assistant State Archivist
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MAP OF SEDGWICK COUNTY, KANSAS.

it 11l R’ Il
4, L

=T

i

AT.& 8.F.R.R.Lands

SHOWING THE
GOVERNMENT AND RAILROAD LANDS, WATER COURSES,

LOCATION OF SCHOOL HOUSES, ETC.

(For corrections, see Table on page 75.)
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SHOWING THE
GOVERNMENT AND RAILROAD LANDS, WATER COURSES,

LOCATION OF SCHOOL HOUSES, ETC.

(For corrections, see Table on page 75.)
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Nyle,
Until I hear fromthe Fairchilds and learn the date
the locomotive tumbled into the Ninnescah there's not

mach else I can do with these. So maybe it would be

best to keep them with your other Quarterly material,

u agree.,
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Donald and O(Ianrzetfe Fairchild
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May 10, 1971

Mrs. Jannette Fairchild
Gladbrook, Iowa

Dear Jannette:

Mrs. Hawley asked me to tell you that we have the Strassburger
family book and that while it is a mighty fine volume we have no need for a
second copy. Too, the other genealogical material pertains more to Iowa,
Illinois and Pennsylvania than to Kansas so we would suggest that you write
the illinois State Historical Society, Centennial Building, Springfield or the
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, William Penn Memorial
Museum and Archives Building, Box 232, Harrisburg, Pa., and offer it to
them.

The material you have would be of great value to those states I am
sure and would be used considerably more than it would be here. It is kind
of you to offer it; we appreciate your thinking of us.

I had a nice trip to Clearwater the first of May and was interested
to see where Abbie and Philip had their land. I was unhappy that the area
is so settled now, but I should have expected that I suppose. I wanted it
to be as wild as it was in 1871 I guess.

Thank you for your kindnesses.

Sincerely,

Joseph W, Snell
Assistant State Archivist

JWS:bl
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