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Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Otte
Great Bend

The Ottes farm 882 acres of land eight miles northwest of Great
Bend. Wheat is the principal crop and a beef cow herd is the livestock
project. Their soil conservation plan is 100 percent complete and
soil tests have been made on all the cropland.

The family participates extensively in church, school, community,
and other activities. Two of the five children are graduates of Kansas
State University, two are in school there, and the fifth accepted a
position with a Greeley, Colorado, firm after two years of college
work.

Otte is president of the county People-to-People organization,
chairman of the county Christian Rural Overseas Program, and has
served twice on the county Extension Service Board.

During Mrs. Otte’s 26 years in home demonstration work, she held
all the offices in her unit and has been a lesson leader practically all
that time. An accomplished musician, she directed the county 4-H
chorus seven years and has been a member of her church choir many
years.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Otte have been chosen as “Leaders of the Year”
by the Kansas Farm Bureau.
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Mr. and Mrs. Herbert F. Roepke
Manhattan

Although they are too young to be called pioneers, Mr. and Mrs.
Roepke have been leaders in many agricultural developments.

For example, they grew one acre of one of the first hybrid seed corn
varieties developed by the Kansas State University agricultural experi-
ment station. They were among the first members of their farm
management association, and were also among the early irrigation
farmers in the Kaw Valley. They now are leveling more land to be
irrigated.

Their son, a mechanical engineering graduate of K-State, returned
recently from a west coast position to become a partner with his
parents on their 820-acre farm. The Roepkes’ daughter also is a
graduate of the University.

Three to four hundred cattle are fed and more than 3,000 bags of
hybrid seed corn are processed annually.

Mrs. Roepke has been active in church and educational work. She
has been secretary of the Extension Council, chairman of the advisory
committee, and has held most of the offices in her home demonstra-
tion unit.

Their home, approximately 10 miles east of Manhattan, has been
open to foreign students and International Farm Youth Exchange
students.

Kansas State CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
in cooperation with
Kansas MAsTER FARMER ASSOCIATION
Kansas Master Farm HoMeEMAKER GUILD
and
EXTENSION SERVICE,
KaNsas STATE UNIVERSITY
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YESPER 1OOKQUT
ROCK SPRINGS
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MASTER FARMER-HOMEMAKEF
MEMORIAL

At your meeting during State Fair last September, a committee was
appointed to make suggestions for a memorial at Rock Springs Ranch.

The committee visited Rock Springs Ranch and considered a number of
possible memorials, Among them were the construction of a permanent cot-
tage, restoration of. the original ranch house at the springs, reconstruc-
tion of an old-time country school house or church on the grounds, and an
outdoor vesper center,

They recommend for your consideration the Vesper Center designed by
Professor L. R. Quinlan of the College of Architecture and Landscape De-
sign. It would occupy the top of the prominent hill about 300 yards west
of the present Jellison Chapel on the ranch grounds, The hill commands
an inspiring vista of the rolling Flint Hills and the beautiful Lyons
Creek Valley, It conveys both the aura of majestic nature and the detach-
ment of solitude so helpful to either individual or group meditation, It
has an unobstructed view of the sunrises and sunsets for which the Flint
Hills are so famous. It is a setting in which all might more easily feel
the soothing hand of God.

The Vesper Center, itself, would be a simple circular slab of concrete
or stone, fifty to seventy-five feet in diameter, inlaid with strips of
redwood, The center ten feet of the circle would be open, planted to buf-
falo grass, and crowned with a simple rough-hewn limestone rock cluster
and cross, At each point of the compass on the outer circle would be a
short, low rock wall and bench backed with low growing shrubs, It can be
constructed at a modest cost, well within the consideration of the Master
Farmer -Farm Homemaker Organization,

Your committee, in recommending this memorial for your consideration,
had foremost in mind the closeness of farm people to nature and to God,
You, as individual Master Farmers and Farm Homemakers, have contributed
great strength to the moral fibre of your generation of Kansamns, The
Vesper Center would help untold generations of future Kansas leaders make
| their proper contribution to this same moral fibre,

You will have an opportunity to consider this recommended memorial
during the Master Farmer-Farm Homemaker business meeting and banquet,
| March 23, 1f you approve, plans will be made to raise the necessary funds,
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Master Farmer Committee for Rock Springs Ranch Project

Mr, and Mrs, Clarence Lauer, chairman Mr, and Mrs, Harold E, Staadt
Route 3 Route 3
Abilene Ottawa

Mr. and Mrs, Lawrence Blythe Mr, and Mrs, John C, Stephenson
White City Downs

Mr, and Mrs, Ward C, Griffing Mr, and Mrs, Ralph Upham
Route &4 Route &
Manhattan Junction City

Mr, and Mrs, George Hill
Yates Center
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VESPER LOOKOUT
Rock Springs Ranch

This important facility, designed to further

the character-building and spiritual aspects

of leadership training opportunities was pro-
4 vided by Kansas Master Farmers and Master

Farm Homemakers, and was dedicated Jume 3,
1964.

A TRAPITION -~

"God is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep
silence before Him?

With this admonition, cast in bronze, let all who ap-
proach the Lookout do so with reverence.

LEST WE FORGET

"Be still and know that 1 am GodV
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Rock Springs 4-H Ranch Projects. Dedicated june 3, 1964

Left 1o right: W, Dale Crister, Wichita; Alma and Clarence
Lawer, Master Farmer-Homemaker members,
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KANSAS MASTER FARMERS
and
MASTER FARM HOMEMARERS
RECOGNITION CLASS
OF 1964

K-STATE UNION, KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY
SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 1965
6:00 r.M.
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PROGHAM

T oastmaster, Tom J. GRIFFITH

PresipENT, Kansas STATE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Invocation . . . . +« « +« « « + « « . HArRLAN DEAVER

Chaplain, Master Farmer Association

Introduction of Guests. . . . . . . . . HaroLp E. JonEs

Secretary-Treasurer, Master Farmer Association

Music . . . . . . . +« + +« « +« . . GirLs ENSEMBLE

Kansas State University

“QOur Promise for Tomorrow” . . . . . Mrs. HAVEN SMiTH

Chairman, American Farm Bureau Women’s Committee

Chappell, Nebraska

Introduction of Classof 1964. . . . . . . Tom J. GRIFFITH

Welcome toClassof 1964. . . . . . . . CLARENCE LAUER

President, Master Farmer Association

Mgs. R. J. TiLLoTsON
President, Master Farm Homemaker Guild
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|

MASTER FARMER-MASTER FARM HOMEMAKER
RECOGNITION PROGRAM

The Kansas Master Farmer organization had its beginning in 1927
at about the same time the movement was getting under way in 28
other states and Canada. The Master Farm Homemaker Guild began
a year later in 1928. The purpose of these projects was to give public
recognition for excellence in farming, homemaking, farm living and
rural citizenship.

The first 29 classes of Master Farmers (1927 through 1956) were
selected under the sponsorship of the Kansas Farmer. During this
time, 177 Master Farmers and 89 Master Farm Homemakers were
honored. The late Senator Arthur Capper and his staff gave, through
this program, another example of their devoted service to Kansas
agriculture.

Beginning with the 1953 class, recognition has been given to Master
Farm families (husband and wife teams) instead of separate individ-
uals for Master Farmers and Master Farm Homemakers. At this time,
Kansas State University, through the Division of Extension, assumed
responsibility for handling the details of selecting Master Farm fam-
ilies. Provisions were made for selecting six families each year (two
from each of the three Extension districts in the state). During
1956, the Kansas Extension Service was reorganized into five adminis-
trative districts. The number of Master Farm families recognized
was reduced to five—one from each district.

In 1957, the Master Farmers and Master Farm Homemakers offered
membership in their respective organizations to all spouses of mem-
bers selected before 1953.

Since 1957, the Master Farmer-Master Farm Homemaker Recogni-
tion Program has been sponsored by the Kansas State Chamber of
Commerce in cooperation with the Kansas Extension Service. During
the seven years, 35 additional Master Farmers and 35 Master Farm
Homemakers have been taken into the organization.

On June 3, 1964, the Master Farmer-Master Farm Homemaker
Association dedicated a “Vesper Lookout™ at Rock Springs Ranch.
Establishment of this outdoor worship center represents a lasting
contribution to the moral fibre of Kansas youth.

The job of selecting each class of Master Farmers and Master Farm
Homemakers seems more difficule each year. The 1964 class was
no exception.

Your fellow members of the Master Farmers and Master Farm
Homemakers organization welcome you to their midst.
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