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OFFICE QF THE DEAN

-4

The mniversip of Chicago

The Divinity School

December 4, 1929

My dear Dr.Williams:

Thank you for the suggestion contained in your note
of November 20. I am greatly disappointed that you do not find it
possible to come. TWe should be glad to adjust the dates to meet
your convenience, from January to the middle of March.

If you possibly can reconsider it we should
greatly appreciate your doing so. I think that we are trying to do
something which may have far-reaching extent —- namely, to aid
in the setting up of some sort of scientific study of religion and
the training of ministers. There is a vast amount of amateur omniscience
on this subject in the air, but I feel that the real arproach will have to
be made cooperatively by specialists on both sides of the field who are
ready not only to cooperate, but to reach conclusions., It certainly is
self-evident that two disciplines dealing with human personality should
have common interests. The traditional theology of the churches is
based on a psychology — body, soul, spirit — why should not our
modern theology rest on a modern psychology?

But I did not mean to give you a lecture on the subject,

but simply to indicate to you the importance of our undertaking in the

hope that you would be able to crowd in at least one or two lectures with us.

I thank you for your suggestion about Emery. I am
writing him.

Very truly geurs,

Dr. Frankwood E.Williams, : /ZM

870 Seventh Avenue, New York City.
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The Wniversity of Chicago

University Clinics

ALBERT MERRITT BILLINGS HOSPITAL
MAX EFSTEIN CLINIC
October 22, 1923.

Dr. Frankwood Earl Williams,

National Committee for Mental Hygiene,
370 Seventh Avenue,

New York, N. ¥Y.

My dear Dr. Williams;

While some of us were attending the meetings of the National
Conference on Social work in June, we fell to discussing the development
of medical social service during the past twenty-five years and it seemed
to us appropriate that we take cognizance of this period. I am, therefore,
writing to you who have been so closely identified with, and understanding
of medical social service during this period to ask if you will help us in
a project which we feel will appropriately mark our progress.

It would have been a simple thing for Miss Cannon, or Miss Farmer,
at the Massachusetts General Hospital, or liiss Wadley at Bellevue, or Helen
Glenn in Philadelphia to have developed some sort of apprenticeship scheme for
medical social workers and to have added, temporarily at least, to the
prestige of their individual hospitals. Bub each of these leaders, together
with Miss Henry at Indianapolis, or Miss Brogden at Johns Hopkins, and others,
recognized at the outset that the value of medical social work depended on the
adequate preparation of workers and used their influence to develop courses which
are now given in the different schools of social work. We are in a sound
position today largely because of the forssightedness of these leaders who saw
at the outset that the development of medical social service was of greater
importance than the service to any individual hospital.

During this period the American Association of Hospital Social
Workers, which is in a true sense a standard-bearing professional organiza-
tion, has been formed and maintains a central office, executive secretary,
and through the interest and backing of The Russell Sage Foundation, has an
education program. It is looked to by hospitals, schools of social work and
other educational groups for professional leadership.

The next step in our program seems to be in the direction of further
study of what we do and how we do it. A committee of members, under the
direction of Janet Thornton, made a significant contribution in this line in
a published report of the analysis of a thousand medical social cases. We are
eager, therefore, to make it possible for the “ssociation to carry on further
studies of this character.

We propose to raise a sum of money to be called "The Founders' Fund",
which we may turn over to the “ssociation at its annual meeting which will be
in Boston when the National Conference of Social Fork meets there next spring.
We hope this sum will be a nucleus to which additions will be made from time to
time, and the income of which will be used for some special study or a series
of studies which the Agsocigtion will undertake.
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Dr. Frankwood Earl Williams, : October 22, 1929.
Page 2.

This Fund is to be raised apart from the “gsociation through a special
committee so that there will be no confusion in the minds of any one that it is
an Association activity or that it has any bearing with the regular budget of
the Association.,

We hope to have a general committee of thirty odd persons, who will
represent different interests and different localities. We have thought that
thefinterest of different communities might be caught by their interest in special
individuals, as for instance, Ida Cannon, Edna Henry, or any one of the early
leaders, and that local committees might be organized. Mrs. John Glenn has
agreed to serve on the committee, and others to whom we have spoken have expressed
considerable interest. We are eager to have you serve as a member of a rather
small executive committee to correlate plans and advise about procedures. We hope
to secure as other members of this committee: Dr. “harles H. Frasier, lr. Jeffry
Z. Brackett, Mrs. John E. Jennings of New York, Mrs. Arthur Spiegel of Chicago, ;
Mrs. Daniel Catlin of St. Louis and Miss &dith M. Baker, who is this year the presi-
dent of our “ssociation of Hospital Social Workers. The other medical social
workers whom we are asking to serve on the general committee are: Mrs. Constance
Webb of Cleveland and Miss Jessy Palmer of New York.

We appreciate the many demands that are made on your time and interest
but feel so strongly that the success of our venture depends on its being under-
taken by persons who understend and care about medical social work, that we
venture to ask your assistance. We ghall be most grateful if you will comment
on our proposed plan and give us your suggestions as to how to carry it out most

effectively.
Very sincerely,
E};‘\ ci:2h+uﬂ—ﬂ
Ruth Emerson
For the Founders! Fund Committee
RE CB
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Frankwood E.Williams, M. D.
44 West Twelfth Street
New York City

%
Q}\t/

February 24, 1931

Dr. Karl A Menninger
The Menninger Clinic
Topeka, Kangas

Dear Karl: ﬁn‘mw

It was a pleasure to write the lgtter to
Good Housekeeping for the Southard School. I
am sorry the school is having difficulties. I
can well imagine that the depressed times could
easily affect it very much. Once through these
times, however, and with increased understanding
of lental 4Aygiene throughout the community, I am
sure the school will have an excellent future.

I was amused at your statement that your
work with Alexander is delightful "(some of the
time)". I was awfully glad to learn that you had
finally tackled an analysis and that you had gone
to Alexander. I am sure that you will get a
great deal from the analysis and that American
Psychiatry will get a great deal from you as a
result of your analysis.

All good wishes,

Sincerely yours,
FEer

FEW:HL

\)&
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Frankwood E.Williams, M. D.
44 West Twelfth Street
New York City

November 6, 1974

Dr. Karl A, Menninger
The Southard \;\,r.to\.)l
Topeka, Kansas

Ly dear Karl:

1l am ever so sorry I have not got a letter off
you before this in regard to the Qu 1terlv A rt
of the time I have been away and the rest of the tim
I have been so pushed that it has eergu impc ’RLLle tw
get a letter dictated. It was flne of you 1

ant to make a decision until after you had i scussed
the matter with me. Had I reservations in re
the &uult“rlj or your taking a place on the Editorial
Board, it would have been difficult perhaps but I
should have discussed the matter with you frankly.
ppily, I have no reservations and so it is an easy
to discuss. I feel that the fuundin' of tda
was en important undertaking.

,nLT the boys have done a very creditable
they deserve full and generous su,iort.
are high and while they have not yet reache
are the kind of fellows who will make ever
to get as near to them as they can.

The Editorial Board itself o more and no less
harmonious than ic":hu:nalytic groups generallj ihy
we must be so specially cursed in the ;'""q;uLuleL field
with these personal frictions, I never have been able
to understand. But you are accustomed to them as we
all are and such persor friction as exists on the
vard, which, as I say, is no more nor ss than else-
where, should not bother you anymore than it does in
working with other groups. I am leaving the Board
for two roa50ﬂs: first, because ny physicians are in-
sistent that T all Lut down my work for the present
to a minimum and beﬁuﬂd, because I do not feel that I
can longer incur indebtedness in the monthly vayment.
My elgmt months away from work last year during which
time with nothing coming in, I had to incur heavy e:
I got me out to such an extent t'-r t I m
I am already he:
and to pay that back 2 1 <ubnui, 11 I
ut incurring more from month to month.
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portant consideratiomn although I would
it somehow if I felt I had the strength
work on the Quarterly. I really
made fine progress in regaining my strength ce
got back and now feel almost like a human being
. he time, all of which is satisfactory to
cians but leaves them still obdurate and insist
that I must build up a reserve by not c-;‘tr,ltﬁ“‘_h:'
beyond a certain point. With energy coming ba
';“-f:r ler and harder to manage but still I know
ight and I am making a real effort to :
The ¢ terly was one of the

ch I could withdraw and so I felt that I ‘"qﬂuli

one matter I feel I should mention not
particularly important but be I
3 to feel later when
ituation, that I 1ud nut 1ew
The Lu"_-l-'b\_,‘n.‘l” s
are n &
financial me Dorian is part :g_ﬁ¢-y success-
ful in seeilng a fiz ial situation as he would like
to have it. He reasons that the cuarterly is a good
journal; a good journal should have a large circulation;
therefore the Quarterly will have a large circulation
and lots of subscriptions will be coming in on any mail.
He seems curiously unable to see that a good
may mean a small circulation with a limited
is inclined, therefore, to think in big terms
others are inclined to follow alqn; itl i
made a wholly unwise u“.o,uLtd
r af tﬂinking )

assets outst
L am myself indebted to
almost as large ¢ note.
-4.17‘1." soon towards the note.
ness I shall have to arrange t©
1y plan. Dorian and Bert, howe
to the Quarterly sufficient to
should be able to do something
';J‘ one who is entirely _-,-'._n i
pay up what we owe there will

the treasury.
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Frankwood E.Williams, M. D.
44 West Twelfth Street
New York City

April 11, 1934.

Dr. Karl A. lilenninger,
The Menninger Clinic,
Topeka, Kansas,

Dear Karl:

I appreciate very much your invita-
tion to visit the clinic¢ at the time of the
neeting of the National Conference of Social
Work in Kansas City and to take part in the
program you are arranging there. But until
your letter came I did not know that I was
on the program of the Conference. Chamber-
lain wrote me in the winter and invited me to
a place on his program but I wrote him that
in view of a long and expensive vacation last
summer and an incapaclitating illness from the
middle of October until the middle of Febru-

" ary it would not be possible for me to come
to Kansas City, that I would have to stay
here and earn my daily bread. If my name is
on the program, therefore, it is through some
slip. Were I to attend the Conference it
would be a great pleasure to come to Topeka
and to take part in your program.

I shall look forward to seeing you
here at the meeting of the American Psycniat-
ric Association.
With personal regards,
Sincerely yours,
;?—MCDE - é‘d—/’—{.-z.;. 5
FEw:Lo
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Frankwood E.Williams, M. D.
44 West Twelfth Street
New York City

Ul e .. g It 08 1-..{-_&.::1-_1_1_.:(-,’1‘
The lienninger Clinic
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Karl:

.5_';5'_0 L:;’ T it ""rl'“l"t_‘,
consin has itte rom < uis whe

s ear of licine this fall
University lMedical School to
is a trained analyst in St
consult. At the tii e she
was a student at the Univers
her idea of studying medi

glic

I suggested to her
we her to combine an analy
at the university and suggested
touch with the Institute. My :
commendation was not only that an
be helpful in her medical studies
felt that there were elements of
desire to study medicine and to enter
The Institute, however, refused to a
the ground that she was still a lay
therefore not eligible for training.
she has become a medical student, she
to begin an analys¥eas soon as She can,
she speaks of "training" I think that ev
own mind therapeusis is the more importar

1 o 3

mow of any trained
, and Bert Lewin tells me he
£ occurred to both of us that
ether there was anyone there

B
vh
personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

?/LM(_; S ('ﬁ (/c,ca.’. e
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Dear Dr. lenninger:

Dr. Williams's sister, lirs. Ragle, hzs asked me to
write to you to acknowledge your undated’/letter to Frank
which we received at his house last summer and were holding
for him to have on his return. Of course vou know by now
that he died on shipboard just two days out of New York.

In all the confusion of the last two or three weeks I've
been side-tracked every time I've started to write this
letter, but it has been very much on my mind, for I know
what great regard Frank had for you, and how pleased and
interested he would have been to have found your letter
waiting for him. I put it with his copy of The Human Mind,
which went with a specific bequest of his psychiatric books
to his nephew in Boston.

t

I collaborated with Dr. Williams in his gardening and
amateur photographing this year, and spent the summer trying
to put his garden and an indoor rock-garden fountain at his
house in such lush condition to dazzle him when he got back.
I come from Kansas (Lawrence) and he was expecting great
results from the agricultural middle west. I had no potercy
fantasy of sprays, but I did collect a marvelously obscene
display of cacti, and knowing his weakness for ferns I put
a couple dozen miniature ones in the sun-room rock garden
which I had expected him to enjoy with his breakfast. It
is a heart-breaking business to see then thriving there now,
and I hope the house will socon be completely vacated and
that they'll dry up and die along with his pet cheery tree,
which battled the intense heat of this last summer, and is
apparently too weakened to last the winter.

i

I know you must have been shocked as we were by Frank!s
death. An autopsy showed cancer of the liver, and we believe
ne had very good care aboard the Georgic, and that his last
montns abroad were very happy ones. He was 111 when he boarded
the ship, but apparently he did not suffer greatly. lo seda-
tives were used, and he was conscious to the last minute.

It will of course be & long time befors anyone can te
his place in tane lives of many of us.

If you wish to communicate with hi
Mrs. B. H. Hagle of 226 larlborough S

Sincerely yours, E
e
(8
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Frankwood E.Williams, M. D.
44 West Twelfth Street
New York City

June 17, 1936

Dr. Karl A. Menninger
The Menninger Clinic
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Karl:

I shall be very glad to have a talk
with Dr. Reichenberg when she arrives. Your
program for The Southard School on the twenty-
seventh is most interesting. Can't some of
these papers be published? There is all too
little in the literature on children and
educators and soclzl workers as well as psychia-
trists and psychoanalysts need the kind of
material you are working on. -

The squib in the New Yorker was quite
amusing. Gardening in New York City is quite
a problem as you can imagine. I am fortunate
in having quite a little space for a city house
and can make this spot a very pleasant one in
which to find relaxation but not a spot that
would be particularly interesting to others.
The problem, of course, is to find out what
will grow under the conditions obtaining and
this is none too easy. 1 can/hgve a delightful
spring garden with all the mauwe flowers doing
magnificently. As soon as the leaves are out
however, I haye too much shade for flowering
plants and p3efn to fall back on ferns snd shade
loving plants. In the spring I can have a
riot of coleor but for summer and winter, I
have to depend mostly upon green things. But
to a2 New Yorker, these are a great relief.

To one used to much greenery, my garden would
seem rather piffling, but to a New Yorker coming
off a hot grey street, the garden seems like &
real bower. The next time you come to New York
you must come down and give it a once over and
let me have some suggestions from your larger
experience. I had not known of your interest
in gardening until your letter of some weeks

ago which I fear did not get answered. I should
much like to see your Arboretum and shall hope
that some day I may.

I have had a distressingly confining
winter and spring so that letters have ju not
got answered at all, I find one from youApril
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o

eleventh in which you ask for a correct
bibliographical reference to my impressions

of the favorable influence upon the individual

of the Russian experiment. Your use for this

is probably now gone by, but, if not, the reference
should be "Russia, Youth and the Present-Day World"
by Frankwood E. Williams, New York: Farrar &
Rinehart, 1934. I am planning, by the way to

visit the Soviét Union again this summer. I am
sailing the second of July and will be gone until
some time in September. I shall be much interested
to see what changes there have been since I was
last there. My friends tell me the changes have
been extraordinary.

With all good wishes.

Sincerely yours,

et
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