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Marron E. KENWORTHY, M.D.
1035 FIFTH AVENUE
NEw YORK
TererpHone, BurTERriELn 8-2210

April 23, 1941

Dr. Normsn Fenton
340 Churchill Avenue
Palo Alto, Calif.

Dear Norman:

so glad to get your note on your return from your vacsas-—
that your book is progressing rapidly.

this period of three weeks I am sure that jou've gotten
over your shock regarding the request for writing Frankwood's hiography,
end therefore I am convineced by now that you might be able to visuslize
y realistic fashion ways and means of shaping up a ¢ mic sketch
s contributions. I visualize a scientific
rsonal one, in which one does not u'vr to talk
contributions to the enlargement of the me ntc' hygiene
ginning with his early efforts in the @;ss- usetts Mental Hygiene Society,
but emphasizing particularly his eve“—gror;ng a';reylutian of the need for
a)ﬂninr up areas for youth, including his interests in college mental
s for college students, the first Nationsl Congress of
> a good deal of space directly relsted to the
that he leufprﬁ from his efforts in the last war, which could so
well be a guide-post for doing a more preventive job in the selection of
draftees in the Selective Service program.

2 book written by a

1ildren's Court in New
s

I am SEﬁulFF to you in 2 couple of days
very close friend of mine who is a judge of the Ch
York. I feel that this is one of the finest pieces of work done in this
aree that T have yet been privileged to read and I feel thet it mzy be
one of the books that you will wish to place on your reading list for
your courses, for not only does it give some of the vivid picture of
the kind of problems presented by young del"nvuPnfs but basically has
enough of the background of docunent ed meterial—not only legalistically
but in terms of individual cases--so that Jour students will get a broader
glimpse of the problem in this area. I may s th t I was a bit shocked,
es pleased, to find that the book wa cated to me, but this
from its value rather than ndds to it most people. However,
: e"ertp I he seen it formu-
ha am sending it
part of your library.

As ever; your friend,

MEK: VW
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&
Dr. Lenwortpy

I thought you wculd enjoy this:

apropos of Dr. Williams' lack of interest in some certain
activities --One day a formal invitafion came from Mrs.Harriman,
I think, to attend a "high tea" as a’guest of honor. He ac-
cepted with pleasure znd cancelled a& number of professional
engagements, thus clearing his calendar for the late afternoon
of that day.

I left the office at the usual hour, 6 p.m., and, as my
husband was in the ®outh, I stopped for a supper of hot fresh
vegetables at one of the small Village "co-operative" tea rooms.
I had paid my check and was sbout to leave, when in walked
Up, Williams. He lzughed merrily at my look of astonishment.
"You've caught me", he said. "What, you didn't go, after all
that?" I exclaimed. "No", said he, "Ive been down to Vesey St.
buying plants for the garden. It was a lot more fun."

We both enjoyed that episode just too immensely.

MURIEL JORDAN

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
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.Note: These are some of the more personal incidents which particularly
‘endeared Dr. Williams to me. As they did not, for one reason or another,
seem to belong with the rest of the material I have grouped them together
here.

On the "Berengeria' going to England, L asked Dr. W. what the
goal of communism actually was. After everyone had adequate food,
clothing, good housing, perhaps cars, frequent opportunities to go to
the theatre and concerts, what then? Dr. W. said he had asked a well-
informed Farty member the same question and the answer had been, "Who
knows the heights to which communism can attain? Perhaps it will be a
yacht for every family."

I also asked him about the possibility o some lazy, young
upstarts appearing in the USSR who might not feel that "To work is a
privilege." Dr, W. explained that the primary assumption of the Soviets
is that every healthy human who comes into the world will want to do
something constructive in order to get a satisfactionout of having con-
tributed his share and of being a necessary cog in a well-working machine.
Any deviations from this, such as the advent of any lazy upstarts, would
be the be the result of a family's or society's bad influence and would
have to be coped with individually. However, instead of an accent on
the remedial, the Soviets put it all on the preventive---on helping a
child to do in 1life that in which he is interested and for which he has
a capacity.

Ihen, too, L wondered what became of the misfits (if there
were any), the ones who perhaps had studied to be dentists and lawyers
and found that they are not happy in these professions and wished to
be doctors or musicians. Dr. W. said he had been told that it was
possible for a person to change at any time, in fact, that the govern-
ment wanted him to change if he was not happy as he could not then be
making a valuable contribution to soeiety. He talks with the heads of
the profession he has been in and with the ones to which he wishes to
change. Arrangements are made for him to continue his studies, =nd as
there is no blame nor criticism felt, there is none shown!

Dr. W. spent hours on the boat poring over his seed catalogues
and making out an order he wished to place. Once he said (I think it
was about tulips) that it was very difficult for him to decide "whether
to get a few exotic and expensive beauties or several just pain lovely
ones.,"

His photosraphy was also a source of great pleasure to him.
in England, he and Feggy lLeavitt went prowling around in Chelsea and

out on the downs, looking for good subjects to take. One misty, dark
day, they came back to the hotel with radiant faces, having experimented
with an infinite number of pictures of the very same tree! Although
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(Personal +ncidents---Continued

they had not once moved their tripods during the afternoon, they had
taken 2ll possible exposures, with and without this lens or that
shutter. In order to differentiate the set-ups, they would throw a
pair of mloves, a book or a coat in the foreground and then mark the
number of the film and exposure accordingly. (It might be mentioned
in passing that Dr. W. seemed to have a penchant for taking numerous
interesting pictures snd then discovering when he got back to the
hotel that he had neglected to remove some shutter or other which had
prevented the proper exposure from occurring. He mourned over these
losses!)

Dr. W. was amazingly adroit in handling his first two table-
mates en the "Berengeria"---HRosetta “urwitz and myself. It must have
been as difficult for him to handle her possessiveness, aggression and
air of long-time acquaintance as it was to cope with my shyness and
awe of him as a foremost leader in psychiatry, psychoanalysis and educa-
tion, whom + had just met. For two days he steered beautifully between
this Scylla and Charybdis, gradually making me at least very comfortable
and at ease, and then he invited two more members of our party to join
us at our table. This threw R.H. into a tantrum (of which Dr. W. took
no notice whatever) but worked out to the enjoyment of everyone else
concerned. Also, a delightful young teacher from New lochelle was
moved over with us--and became greatly amuzed at our socisl work
terminology, as well as some of our philosophy. She was particularly
interested in "passive interviewing.™"

Une day, Harry Greenstein bluntly and irrelevantly asked
Dr. W, if he were married. Dr. W. replied simply that he was not.
‘he teacher began to flay H.G. (all very jovially) for his rudeness,
lack of any ability to use passivity, and fiilure to be observant.
Phe knew already from one remark that Dr. W. had made (and in H.G.'s
presence too) that he was not married! What the remark was, she would
not tell him and suggested by the use of passive interviewing, of which
she did not think we knew much, we might get it out of her--but never
by the direct approach! (We never got it by either).

One of the first situations which we found it hard to accept

was the crowded, dimly-1it station at Leningrad (frogp which we took
the train for Moscow at 1 A.lM.) where hundreds of people in mussed and
dirty white clothes were sleeping all over the floor, using dirty bundles
for pillows and leaning against one another for support. They looked
like endless piles of soiled laundry. Dora Einert told me that she,
bristling with indignation, sought out Dr. W. and said to him rather
airily, "All right now. What about this--American standards or not?
Yust see the filth, the flies, the babies lying right on the floor,
the discomfort, the misery, the drab lightingltmv She said that Dr. W.
replied, "But §ust see how relaxed they arel! In fact, they're nearly all
asleep. The dim light is conducive to rest. They show no anxiety or
feeling of strain. They may have found out that they have two or three
hours to wait before their trains go and are doing the most sensible thing
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they know of--to take some rest. Think how nervous our travellers

in the U.S. are when they have to wait! They pace back and forth in

a brilliantly-lighted station (whether it's 10 P.M. or 3 A.M.), smoke,
chew gum and wear themselves out! These people are building themselves
up. "

Once L offered Dr. W. some gum and as he took some, he said,
"T love Dentyne gum, It offers so much resistance that you can work
out & lot of aggression on it."

In Moscow, as we watched different units of children working
away in their play groups in the parks of culture and rest with clay,
painting, airplane construction, etec. Dr. W. called our attention to
the fact that even when our large number of tourists entered, the
children did not look up from their tasks. Beside being really ab-
sorbed in what they were doing, they dre not neurotic as our £merican
children are. They do not care what people think of them or their
creations, or even whether some of the visitors will look at them or
not.

Dr. W. suggested that we watch the way Russians greet one
another. They always shake hands, seem glad to see each other but
never smile or show any effusiveness. They always begin to discuss
something quickly and earnestly. They make no pretense and show
a great deal of real sincerity. (It was uncanny to notice how
universal this description proved to be).

Une hot night in Moscow, I joined Dr. W. and Peggy L. on
the roof of the hotel as they were discussing the ereche they had
seen that day. Peggy felt that each baby was not getting enough
libidinal attention and that it would be impossible for one nurse
to give the twenty or twenty-five babies she was responsible for as
much love and security as they should have. Vr., W. seemed to be
thinking the problem out for himself too and said, "No one baby gets
more attention than any other." I said that 1 wondered how a Soviet
baby must feel after he has been washed, handled and perhaps patted
a 1ittle by the nurse to see her going down the line and doing the
same thing to twenty-four other babies. What about the feeling of
"me-ness" and self-importance? VWhere was it to come from? DUr. W,
said, "Perhaps the Soviet babies don't go through the 'me stage'!."
(As I think back, there are very few opportunities for a Soviet child
to feel that anything is strictly his. All toys, from the time he
is first able to use them, belong to the group; the equipement is
designed to make mutual need felt and necessary. However, even
though our knowledge of Soviet children was most superficiel, they
seemed quiet, secure, full of purpose and independence. Ferhaps
the one thing they seemed to us to lack was spontaneity, although
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a few of the children we saw at Artek apparently were full of it.
ferhaps the reward for valor is freedom?

Another time, Peggy, Dr. W. and X+ were discdussing the
handling of young children and feggy asked him if he felt it was
justifiable to spank children. Dr. W. answered that whereas he did
not advocate corporal punishment in general, he did feel that in
certain instances, it not only would be justifiable but advisable.
However, you would not accomplish your purpose unless there was a
security and understanding between the child and the adult. He went
on to say that it was comparable to the bringing out into the open
and fighting about what is bothering either member of a married couple
--which is possible only when they are sure of each other, whereas if
the relationship is shaky, they will not be able to afford the luxury
of fighting.

In Kharkov, Dr. W. was anxious to tske a picture of the
beautiful circle of buildings which are in the new and "planned"
part of the city. Part way up the slope which leads back to the old
part of the city, Dr. W. asked the guide to have our driver stop the
bus so that he might get out. ©OSomeone in the group felt that we were
not far enough away to get the proper perspective and asked him if he
felt that he could get all the buildings in from there. With a twinkle
in his eyes, he said, "No, L don't but I'll get more in than anyone
at home will ever believe."

From time to time, Dr. W. teased me a 1little about my interest
in men and when we were in f'r-zningrstd,, he painted vi#id pictures of the
beautiful, tall, blond, gods we would see as we got farther south.

In “harbov, we visited an athletic stadium where a few men were informal- ,
ly taking some exercise. Ope handsome man, with almost nothing on, was
throwing the discus and as 1 watched him, Dr. W, came over to where I

was standing and said, "There, there, never mind. You can console

yourself with the thought that #athletes make poor lovers."

Dr. W. called our attention to the fact that no one tries
to gyp the street car company of his fare. If the street car is so
crowded that a person cannot get to the conductor, who is usually a
women, he passes his small coins up from one end of the car to another
by way of many hands and back comes his change, as well as a tiny paper
ticket, by the same route. It seems miraculous that it ever reaches
the owner but there seemed to be no discussions over it whatever.
This complete readiness to pay comes from the feeling of knowing you
belong to a country which is interested in you, and therefore you
don't feel like putting something over on it.
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Once when we were discussing how universally poor the
waiters in the “oviet Union were, Dr. W. said "You can imagine that
in such a land of opportunity as this where you can study to be an
engineer, doctor, etc. that no one wants to be a waiter. I am told
that most waiters come from farms where they have proved themselves
failures in that line. In order to make the profession of waiters
attractive enough to draw candidates to it, the level of the standard
of wages, hours of work, etc. will have to be raised and 1 understand
that this is in the process of being worked out at the present time--
even as the profession of street-clesning is being 1lifted!"

Daisy Cone, a lay analyst in our group, was describing a
patient of hers to Dr. W. one day and was saying that she wished
Ur, W, would take the patient on for treatment. Dr. W. said, "What's
the matter with your handling her? You do analytic work, don't you?"
Daisy said she did but did not feel that she was anywhere near as good
as Dr. W, was. He laughed and said, "Oh well, I'm not as good as
Freud either.m"

A most trying and annoying responsibility was placed on
Dp. W.'s shoulders when Dr. Sollins added a teacher group of eight
women to our already enormous social work unit. One of these women
was in a highly nervous state and would have noisy, sobbing spells
and tantrums much to the concern of her companions. Dr. W. saw her
on various occasions but tried to keep i casual as he realized the
nture of her condition. On the train from Kharkov to Sevastapol, where
she created a scene, he gave her two drops of some sedative, "one of
which would put a horse under," and said, "That will help her forget
her troubles for awhile and incidentally will give her a better sleep
than she's had for weeks." He also conceived of the idea of moving
her into the same compartment with Sidney Williams and T, Arnold Hill,
two colored men, who were very popular so that in this round about
fashion she might achieve a little distinction. One day in Yalta,
when she seemed very near to a crack-up, Dr. W. let her talk herself
out to him a little. Afterward, as he joined some of our group, he
told us what he had been doing and pulling his coat tightly about
herself at the waist to simulate feminism, he mimicked her saying,
"0h doctor, you are the most understanding person I have ever met."

Dr. W. asked once sbout the feeling which would be shown
a young un-married, pregnant girl by her family and social group.
The reply was, "That is not a disgrace. It's a misfortune." He
akso asked how much censure there would be of the boy who had gotten
her into trouble and the brief answer was, "None at all."
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In Yalta, some members of our group straggled in rather
late for trips, causing others to wait needlessly in the heat.
finally, Vr. W. said lightly to us all, "If you don't get yourselves
ready for trips more promptly, I'm going to stop being a good mother
to you a2ll and become 2 stern father."

After our nude bathing in Yalta, 1 was telling Dr. W.
about the Soviet girls interest in my appendectomy scar and he said,
"I can imagine how few of them have ever seen such a scar. As a
matter of fact, L would imagine that these healthy, active girls
with their coarse diets are never constipated and rarely need
appendectomies. And I'd wager that they never have cramps with
their menstruation. Just see how husky and stu#dily built they are.
‘here's not one woman in our group who isn't in some way or other
the victim of vieilization., These Soviet women are so near the
earth. And they mate naturally, have children easily and get a
simple, lusty Joy out of life.m
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8eptember 18, 1941,

Dear lrs. Ragle,

Your letter and the package of material ceme in good time. It is
I who have every resson to feel guiltys I have done so little on the book
so far, I am very much interested in the book, mors so since looking through
the material you sent.

My oresent nlans call for a trip to Weshington in lNovember,. From
there I hope to go to New York and to telk over the proposed book with Marion,.
In the meantime, if you have any quentity of material to send, it could be
shipped by freizht or exprese. My secretary will take care of it when it
comes, if.I should be away. If Marion thinke it would be politiec to do so,

I may inquire at the Sun:__;eun-Generam; Office in Washington about eny letters
and other documents there, The National Committee mey have some of Frankwood'e
correspondence and other materials,

The dis% of the correspondence and other materials of an
important person is a real problem for a feily to deal with, Would you be
willing to have the papers (other than what you may designate for return to you)
givén to the Hoover lLibrary of Peace, War and Revolution? They would be
preserved and in time indexed. This is merely a suggestion which mey be of
interest to you,

1 hope we may meet in November, .

Sincerely yours,

Mre. Marguerite Ragle,
Boston, Mass,
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THE PUBLICATIONS OF FRANKWOOD E. WILLIAMS
(1883-1936)

Norman Fenton
8chool of Education, Stanford University

A group of friends and colleagues of the late Fran'wood E. Williams
(among them Kenworthy, Stevenson, Zachry, Wile, Lowry and other members
of the American Orthopsychiatric Association) are sponsoring the prepara-
tion of Williams' biography by the writer. In order to complete this study -
whose major objective will be an attempt to place the work of Frankwood
Williams in the perspective of the history of the mental hygiene movement -
it will be necessary to have available as much first-hand material as
possible. The reader may be helpful by commenting upon any omisgsions in
the following bibliography and by suggestions as to the location of docu-
ments, correspondence, and other material which may be relevant to this

project.
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1. Neuropsychistry and the War; a bibliography . . « by Mabel W. Brown.
National Committee for Mental Hygiene, 1918. 292 p. (editor)

2. Neuropsychiatry. Volume X, The Medical History of the United States
Army in the World War. 1929. (co-editor and author)

tud

idieg 8. HNew York: TFarrar and Rine-
79 Ps

3.

“hart, 1930.

4. BSome Social Aspects of Mental Hygiene. Concord, New Hampshire: The
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, v. 149,
1930. 214 p. (editor)

5. Proceedings, International Congress on Mental Hygiene. 1930. (editor)

6. Russia, Youth,and the gent— World; further studies in mental hygiene.
New York: Farrar, 1934. 270 p.

Same, with title: Soviet Russia Fights Neurosis. London: Routledge,
1934. 251 p.
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PAMPHLETS AND REPORTS

1. Psychopathic Hospitals and Prophylaxis. (Boston) Massachusetts Society
for Mental Hygiene. 1914. 8 p. (Publications, no. 2)

2. Massachusetts

3

' i B etts, with particular reference
to ..hu vt-lunte.ry and tempornry care laws. 2nd ed. Boston, Massachu-
setts: Soclety for Wental Hygiene, 1916. 4O p. (Publication no. 5)

4« Nervous G} eases as a Problem in Public Health, National
Committee for Mental Hygiene, 1919. 11 p.

5. A Selected List of Books on Mental Hypgiene and Allied Subjects. National
Committee for Hental Hygiene, 1921.

6, What is Mental Hygiene? National Organization for Public Health Nursing,
1922,

7. Mental iHygiene. Chicago: American Library Association, 1929. 43 p.

(Reading with a purpose, no. 16)

ARTICLES
l. MAnxiety and Fear." Mental Hygiene, January 1920, 4:73-El.

2. "Btate Hospital in Relation to Public Health." Mental Hygiene, October
1920, 41885-96.

3. "Public Health Education and Mental Hygiene." Amer, Journel Public Health,
May, 1921, 1l:420-4.

4e ™fental Hygiene and the Collsge Student." Mental Hygiene, 1921, 5:283-301.

5. "Bignificance of Mental Hyglene for the Teacher and the Normal Child."
National Conf, Social Work, 1921: 359-63.

6. "Mental Attitude and Social Progress." Survey, December 15, 1923,
513:307-8.

7. "Community Responsibility in Mental Hygiene." Mental Hygiene, 1923,
7:496-508.

8. "Need for Emotional Control Through Education."™ Educ. Review, January
1923, 65340-4.

9. "A Belected List of Books on Mental Hygiene and Allied Bubjects.”
Mental Hygiene, January 1924, 8:326-39. (Compiler)
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10.

16,

17,

19.

20.
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"Should Nurses do Intelligence Testing?" Public Health Nursing, April
1925, 17:191-2.
"Every-~Child, How He Keeps His Mental Health." 1t rican
Academy, September 1925, 121:178-83.
"Mental Hygiene and the College Student." Mental Hveiene, 1926,
9!225“260.

"Ars you a crape-hanger?" Interview. M, B. Mullett. Woman's Home
Companion, Yay 1926. 53:4.

"What are Parents For?" BSurvey, December 1, 1926, 57:1307-9.
"Thomas W. Salmon.® Am, Journ. Psychiatry, November 1927, 7:538-545.

"Mental Hygiene: AN Attempt at a Definition." Mental Hygiene,

"Role of Public Health Nurse in Community Mental Hygiene." Amer. J.
Public Health, July 1927, 17:699-703. Also, Publig Health Nurse,
July 1927, 19:1341-345.

"Psychiatry and its Relation to Teaching of Medicine. Amer. J, Psychiat.,
March 1928, 7:689-700. Also, Mental Hvgiene, April 1928, 12: 331-342.

"Putting Away Childish Things." Survey, April 1, 1928, 60:13-15.

"Finding a Way in Mental Hygieme." bibliog. Ann. #m, Acad, Political
and Soc. Science, 1930, 149 (III), 1-21, Also, Mental Hygiene,
April 1930, 14:1225-57.

"The Evil Men Want." Survey, December 1, 1930, 65:278-9.

"The Importance of Social Relationships in the Development of the
Personality and Character of the Adolescent." HMen e,
19320, 14:901-906.

"oward a Science of Man." Survey, May 1, 1930, 64:123-5+

"Hental Hygiene and College; Levels of Mental Hygiene Worl."
Mental Hygiene, July, 1931. 15:532-541.

"Out From Confusion." Survey Graphic, June 1, 1932, 68:225,
"Russie, a Nation of Adolescents." Survey, April 1, 1932, 68:9-14+
"Is There Mental Hygiene?" Psychosnalyt., Quart., 1932, 1l:113-120.

#3ionificance of Dictatorship; Russia and Italy Through Eyes of American
Psychiatrist." Survey Graphic, May 1, 1932, 68:130-135.

"Those Craszy Russiansi" Survey, January 1, 1932, 67:340-5.
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30. "Mental Hygiene and Hard Times: Out From Confusion." Nat. Conf.
Sog, Work, 1932:338-52.

31. "Can Russia Change Human Nature?" Survey CGraphie, March 1933, 22:
137-42.

32. "What kind of Person Will Your Child Be?" Parents Maga s June
1934, 9119+

33. "Challenge of 'Red Medicine'®. Survey, March, 193, 70:78-80.

34. "Understandirg the Rank-and-Filers." Survey, May,1935, 71:131-133.
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