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Section 4, Pages 91 - 120

Beers papers, largely, consist of handwritten and typed incoming and outgoing letters, as well as some
correspondence about Beers. Correspondents include some family members, such as his wife Clara's parents and
Clifford's brother George, but mostly include friends and acquaintances, such as Erua Geuil Perriu, Marie O.Ley,
Paul "Mac" McQuaid, Elizabeth Warner, Louise Gaffney, Dr. and Mrs. Toulouse, Mary Louise Bok, William and
Alice James, and others. The subjects of the letters mostly concern Beers' efforts toward bettering the lives of
patients with mental illnesses and the publication of his book, A Mind that Found Itself. The materials also
include Beers' courtship letters to Miss Jepson (parts of which were removed by Clara before she donated them to
the Menninger Foundation, as she deemed them too personal) and letters he wrote to her after they were married.
Some letters are in French.

Creator: Beers, Clifford Whittingham, 1876-1943

Date: 1903-1955

Callnumber: Menninger Historic Psychiatry Coll., Beers, Box 1-4
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 223254

Item Identifier: 223254
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7L West 1lZ2th Street
New York, N.Y.

July 25, 1970
Dear Mrs. Horne:

Thank you for your letter of July Z2l. I am pleased
to learn that you are willing to make the exchange of the
painting for Mrg. Beers' photograph, taken in 1906, at the
time he was writing his autobiography, "A Mind That Found
Itself, and the clippings. In addition to the 1906 photograph,
I am sending one that was takenm later - 1909 to 1912, and a
reproduction of his favorite Pirie MacDonald photograph with
his signature.

I am enclosing the clippings and am sending the photo-
graphs under separate cover.% Since my sister has presented
the photographs of the Menninger Foundations exhibit of Mr.
Beers memorabilia to the Oskar Diethelm Historical Library,
Department of Psychiatry, Cornell University Medical College,

I do not have them to check to ascertain whether I am furnish-
ing you with duplicate items. When I am at the Diethelm Library
again Ishall ask to see the photographs, and I may find that I
have more to send to you.

I was prompted to write Dr. Menninger concerning the
exchange after reading an article in the New York Times in which
it was stated that the Sterling Memorial Library at Yale Univer-
sity hpped it might exchange something for some Benjamin Franklin
letters in a foreign library.

I have just completed a bibliography of Dr. Frankwood E.
Williamey and of Dr. Samuel W. Hamilton's writings, and am sending
them to the Oskar Diethelm Historical Library, with some of their
papers.

You may be interested to know that the paintings by Mr. Beers,
which you have on exhibit, were exhibited at the DeYoung Art Museam
in San Francisco several years,ago. Wikh Mrs. Beers permission I
arranged for them to be exhibited. I have a photograph of the
little red farmhouse at Belgrade Lakes, Maine, which is cne of the
paintings in your exhibit.

Sincerely yours,
4§ >a y = M
Mrs. Verne B. Horne, Archivist ) L. PrarTce
Museum and Archives Emily L. Martin

The Menninger Foundation
Lopeka, Kansas. 66601
* &M oduo,
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71 West 1l2th Street
New York, N.Y. 10011

July 25, 1970

Dear Mrs. Horme:

Under separate cover I am sending you the photographs
and clippings of Clifford W. Beers. 1In my letter enclosed
in that envelope I neglected to ask that the painting be
sent to Dr. Eric T. Carlson, Oskar Diethelm Historical Library,
Payne Whitney Clinic, New York Hospital, 525 East 68th Street,
New York, N.Y. 10021.

I have told him that I thought it best to send the
painting direct to him at the Library, since I am not always
at home when packages arrive.

Sincerely yours,

7 iy L,
éc‘@‘g? < /?)t’i-‘fé'iz;
Emily L. Martin

Mrs. Verne B. Horne, Archivist
Museum and Archives

Menninger Foundation

Topeka, Kansas. 66601.

P.S. You may be interested to know and Mrs. Clifford W.
Beers' father, Benjamin Jepson, was a homesteader
in Kensas in 1856. Mrs. Beers presented/his XypE /to my
handwritten notes, and she in turn presented them sister
to the Oskar Diethelm Historical Libaary, together
with his Civil War diary.

Please overloock all the errors in this letter mnd

the other one, for it has been an unbearably hot and
humid day —- and the keys stick and the carbon seems
to melt -- and more of the same,which we have had to
endure for several days, we expect for a few more days

before relief comes. It cripples one mentally too.
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THE MENNINGER FOUNDATION

A MON-PROFIT CENTER FOR TREATMENT AND PREVENTION. RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION IN PSYCHIATRY

Topeka, Kansas 66601

August 3, 1970

Miss Emily L. Martin
71 West 12th Street
New York, N.Y. 10011

Dear Miss Martin:

Dr. Wheelock, our director, Mr. Redjinski, our associate director and
I are most grateful for the material on Clifford Beers, which arrived in
excellent condition. We did not have the 1906 or the 1909 photographs
and so we are very excited about them. We did have a copy of the later
photograph, but not autographed. Nor did we have the two reprints you
sent. The clippings - both the originals and the Xeroxed copies - add
much to our material

We will send the painting to Dr. Carlson, along with a letter. Due to
the pressure of some deadlines, it may be a week or so before we can get
it properly packaged for shipping.

The little red farmhouse was painted from many vantage points, was it
not? Because it was S0 neat, and so appropriate, I wondered if it did
indeed exist! And, if my eye sees clearly, he once painted it brown.

It is interesting that you should mention Dr. Frankwood Williams. We
acquired a number of his manuscripts some years ago through the generosity
of Dr. Norman Fenton.

I hear much about your New York heat and humidity and about smog
alerts, and I am grateful for the clear skies * Kansas. Not, however,
for its hot sun, as we watch the temperatur. --zc near and possibly over

100 degrees for the eighth day in a row.

Thank you again. I hope that you may come to Topeka some day and would
find time cto visit our Museum,

Sincerely,

Vi B, Kore_

Verne B. Horne, Archivist
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From:

Subject:

MF-593A Rev. 2.57

THE MENNINGER FOUNDATION

B. Horne ' Date: 11 August 1970

Doctor Hall/de

Thanks so much for taking time to let me know about the activities
with Miss Martin. I am glad to know of the new additions.

Yes, I indeed worked quite a while on Frankwood Williams' stuff and

I don't recall now, but T think we did come up with some rather

interesting things.
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—

AT Inter Office Memo
D-m, Sont__8-3-70 Date Recld— Dato Ans,
To: Dr. Hall
From: B. Horne, Archives

Subject: Miss Emily L. Martin

We have been negotiatingwith Miss Martin, whose letter you sent on to Dr. Karl some
time ago. In exchange for one of Beers' paintings, which we will send to the Oskar
Diethelm Historical Library, we received three photographs of Beers - two, taken in
1906 and 1909 respectively, which we did not have and the third, a copy of one we

have but signed by him.

She also sent two reprints: '"Clifford Whittingham Beers" by C.-E. A. Winslow and

"Some Intimate Remarks Delivered at the 25th Anniversary Dinner of the National Commit-
tee for Mental Hygiene, November 14, 1934" by Beers. In addition, she sent original
obit clippings and some Xeroxed material.

Dr. Wheelock, Mr. Redjinski and I are pleased with the material and are grateful to you
for channeling it to us.

Incidentally, she mentioned that she had just finished a bibliography of Frankwood
Williams' writings for the 0.D. Historical Library. Since I am still in the process of
becoming acquainted with our own holdings, I checked and found you had been involved in
acquiring the collection we have from Norman Fenton.

MF-:.}\-]‘E%‘J"R LA ﬁ LL«(MU
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e THE NEW YORK HOSPITAL-CORNELL MEDICAL CENTER
525 EAST 68th STREET . NEW YORK, N.Y., 10021
TRAFALGAR 9.9000

THE NEW YORK HOSPITAL
CORMELL UNIVERSITY MEDICAL COLLEGE

CORNELL UNIVERSITY — NEW YORK
HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF MURSING

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY

PAYNE WHITNEY PSYCHIATRIC CLINIC
WESTCHESTER DivISION

September 8, 1970

Mrs. Verne B. Horne, Archivist
The Menninger Foundation
Topeka, Kansas 66601

Dear Mrs. Horne;

This will acknowledge the safe arrival of the Clifford
Beers painting sent us by the Menninger Foundation at the request
of Miss Emily L. Martin. On behalf of the Oskar Diethelm Historical
Library, department of psychiatry, Cornell University Medical Col-
lege, we thank the Foundation and Miss Martin for this welcome addi-

tion.
With best wishes.
Sincerely,
{55 —D o
LL,\ ¢ |( wa
Eric T. Carlson, M.D.
ETC:pn

cc: Miss Martin
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ITTLESON FAMILY FOUNDATION
054 Madison Avenue + New York 21

NINA RIDENOUR, Ph. D. Secretary

November 7, 1963

Dre. Lewis F. Wheelock

Curator of Museum and Archives
The Menninger Foundation
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Dr. Wheelock:

Thank you for your letter of November Lith, and enclo-
sSures.

T look forward to seeing you when you are in New York
during the Christmas holidays. That is a rather broken-
up period, however, and I expect to be in the office
not more than two or at the most three days between
December 22nd and January 3rde At the moment, the only
day I can be sure of is Monday, December 23rde I have
tentatively jotted down your name for lunch on that day.
You probably do not know your schedule yet but you can
let me know later whether this is convenient and, if
not, we can try to find another daye.

Sincerely yours,

M“w..._, li'(/rdeuLvi.VL___

Ni:lna Ridenour
Secretary
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ITTLESON FAMILY FOUNDATION

054 Madison Avenue * New York 10021

NINA RIDENOUR, Ph. D. Secretary

September 28, 1966

Dr. Lewis F. Wheelock, Director
Museum and Archives

The Menninger Foundation

Box 829

Topeka, Kansas 66601

Dear Dr. Wheelock:
Thanks for your letter of September 14,

I wish I could tell you that Mrs. Beers' last days were peaceful
but sad to say she was in great misery for a long, long time, in
fact several years - although not actual suffering. I am reason-
ably sure there is nothing further in the way of books and papers
in the house but even if there were I no longer have access to
them, I do have at least one more thing of hers which I will send
you in time, probably fairly soon, but I do want to go over it
once more, It sounds rather more exciting than it is, It is the
packet of letters Clifford wrote her during the period of their
courtship, Unfortunately, however, she went through them long ago
and cut out with scissors every sentence she thought was "personal'.
Therefore what is left is little more than shreds and almost all
of it trivial material. The one thing that emerges is the stilted
Victoria style of writing.

Sincerely yours,
ot

%" “ = :‘(~ Ao

!
Nina Ridenour
Secretary

www.kansasmemory.org/item/223254 ~ Page 107/670
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS
Kansas Memory LSTONC

Clifford W. Beers papers

MITH VWENNINOLTD DAOTIND AT A T
FT'HEE MENNINCGER FOUNDATION
A NON-PROFIT CENTER FOR TREATMENT AND PREVENTION, RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION IN PSYCHIATRY

Topeka, Kansas 66601

August 6, 1970
Mrs, M.A. Boll
102 Saratoga Trail
Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514

Dear Mrs. Boll:

Mrs. Horne, our archivist, learned in conversation with Dr. Walt Menninger
that you were considering the deposit of some of your papers in our archives.
When she told me of the possibility, I was delighted. I recall with great
pleasure my visit.to you at the Ittleson Family Foundation in New York. And,
of course, I shall always be grateful for your tremendous help with the

Beers material. It continues to be of great interest to our visitors and

is a most important part of our archives.

My original purpose in writing you was to tell you that Miss Emily Martin
had contacted us, and had sent some material - including two photographs of
Beers which we did not have - to add to our collection. She asked if we
would be interested in sending one of his paintings to the Oskar Diethelm
Historical Library, since they have some of his papers there. We were
pleased to do so, and are packing one of his "Mostly Clouds'" for them.

I know that Dr. Karl will be pleased to hear of you; he regards you very
highly. Once again, we are excited and delighted that you are considering
sending some of your papers to us....we will welcome them. I assure you
that thay will receive the best of preservation and care available to
archives today.

Sincerely,

Lewis F. Wheelock
irector, Museum and Archives

=

Dictated from Chicago office,
August 5, 1970
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From:

Subject:

/ THE MENNINGER FOUNDATION

Mr. Redjinski, Bea Horne Date: September 29, 1970
Dr. Walt/mmg

Herewith please find letters from Clifford W. Beers to Clara Louise Jepsork from
1908 to 1911, with discussions about his book If a Man Be Mad, etc.

These are contributed to our Museum and Archives by Mrs. Nina Ridenour, and
were delivered by my mother, who recently wvisited Mrs. Ridenour.

Could you please send a formal acknowledgment to Mrs. Ridenour, acknowledging
receipt of these for the Archives?

*at the time, Miss Jepson was his fiance, and later married him.

MF.593A Rev. 2:67
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%‘UTGERS UNIVERSITY  The State University of New Jersey

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY Conklin Hall
175 Universtiy Avenue

Newark, New Jersey 07102

TELEPHONE (201) 648-5410-5411

April 30, 1973

Ms. Vesta E. Walker
Menninger Clinic Library
Menninger Foundation
5600 West 54th Street
Topeka, Kansas 66606

Dear Ms. Walker:

I am working on a biography of Clifford W. Beers,
founder of the modern mental health movement, and I understand
that you have some Beers material in your collection. In
June I am planning to make a cross country trip and would Tike
to stop at Topeka to see this collection. Would this be possible,
and what are your opening hours? I expect to get to Kansas
hopefully in the second week of June.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

MNortra@ik ™ Daga
Norman Dain
o Professor of History

1g e ¢
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