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Beers papers, largely, consist of handwritten and typed incoming and outgoing letters, as well as some
correspondence about Beers. Correspondents include some family members, such as his wife Clara's parents and
Clifford's brother George, but mostly include friends and acquaintances, such as Erua Geuil Perriu, Marie O.Ley,
Paul "Mac" McQuaid, Elizabeth Warner, Louise Gaffney, Dr. and Mrs. Toulouse, Mary Louise Bok, William and
Alice James, and others. The subjects of the letters mostly concern Beers' efforts toward bettering the lives of
patients with mental illnesses and the publication of his book, A Mind that Found Itself. The materials also
include Beers' courtship letters to Miss Jepson (parts of which were removed by Clara before she donated them to
the Menninger Foundation, as she deemed them too personal) and letters he wrote to her after they were married.
Some letters are in French.

Creator: Beers, Clifford Whittingham, 1876-1943

Date: 1903-1955

Callnumber: Menninger Historic Psychiatry Coll., Beers, Box 1-4
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 223254

Item Identifier: 223254
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June 7, 1973

Norman Dain, M.D.
110 Crescent Avenue
Leonia, New Jersey 07605

Please remit $11.10 payable to the
Menninger Foundation and mail to:

Mrs. Connie Johnson
Menninger Foundation
Box 829

Topeka, Kansas 66601

for the enclosed zeroxed material.
" / 1 fee

Mrs. Dorothy Rabe,”Secretary.
Museum and Archives

Dlwm, the afesé o{
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THE MENNINGER FOUNDATION

A NOMN-PROFIT CENTER FOR TREATMENT AND PREVENTION. RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION IN PSYCHIATRY

829 lMadison Avenue Topeka, Kansas
New York 21, N. Y.

October 25, 1963

Doctors Hall and Wheelock and lrs. Bruce
The Menninger Foundation
Topeka, Kansas

Dear -Bud, Dr. Lewis and Hazel:

May we please close the Ridenour book? All three
of you have turned the trick for which I am heartily
grateful and more than slightly embarrassed at having
stirred things to such a piteh.

What pleased me above all is that Nina has b

placated

een
and plans to send more for your collection.

TR P LT EVA
iN1Es time,
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[?ah Sent
To:
From:

Subject:

MF-2i5-11-50

. Inter Office Memo .

e Oct. 25; 1963 Date Rec'd. - Date Ans.

Dr.Wheelock

Dr. JWill

Thanks ever so much for sharing all of this with me. I think it is yer
well done and I am grateful that we have gone this extra mile to calg
dwn this person--whom I think we really did ignore tco much but who

also over-reacted. :

v
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TEPETLESON FAMILY FOUNDATION
654 Madison Avenue + New York 21

NINA RIDENOUR, Ph. D. Secretary

October 2l, 1963

Dre Lewis F, Wheelock
The Menninger Foundation
Topeka, Kansas

My dear Dr. Wheelock:

I was pleased indeed to receive your letter of October 18th
and to hear how much is happening in connection with the archives.

The "ill-feelings" to which you refer stemmed from a series of
incidents, but all that is now past. Do not feel that you must
keep "thanking" me, although I do appreciate being kept informed
of any major developments related to the Beers collection.

As soon as I had read your letter I telephoned Mrs. Beers and
you would have been gratified to hear her delights Her imme-
diate response was "I must look around and see whether I have
anything else«" T told her I would try to get out to Englewood
to see her soon and go over things with her.

She would appreciate receiving an annotated set of the photo-
graphs.s May I suggest that the annotations not be done in
pencil because the pressure shows through on the picture side.

Since Mrs. Beers does not know either Dr. Will or Dr, Karl
personally, I believe a letter from you would please her just
as much. I was embarrassed last year because it was five and a
half months before she finally received an acknowledgment from
The Menninger Foundation for the things she had entrusted to me
and she was puzzled, but now the news about the Beers Room will
more than make up. Her address is:

Mrs. Clifford We Beers
171 Sherwood Flace
Englewood, N. J.

Recently I received from Dre J. De Griffin, Medical Director
of the Canadian Mental Health Association, a personal gift of
a reproduction of a charcoal sketch of Clifford Beers, which
the Canadian Association has had made from that one favorite
picture. Although it is only a reproduction it is quite hand-
some and I think you would like to have ite I shall send it
as soon as I can find a proper mailing tube.
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October 2, 1963

I am still hanging on to the chopped-up love letters from
Clifford to Clara, hoping she will let me send those out
eventually.

You asked for suggestions. I would encourage you to try
gradually to assemble a complete collection of the thirty-
odd different editions and printings of "A Mind that Found
Itself" for the reasons I described in my memorandum to
Dr, Hall last November.

Do not hesitate to call on me if there is any way in which T
can be helpful.

Sincerely yours,
\‘H'“-—__
! |. N - \ % i d\,w LN

Nina Ridenour
Secretary
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" ITTLESON FAMILY FOUNDATION
654 Madison Avenue + New York 21

NINA RIDENOUR, Ph. D, Secretary

October 2k, 1963

Dr. Bernard H, Hall
The Menninger Foundation
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Bud:
Thanks for your letter of the 1T7th.

You do not owe me any protestations of gratitude. If I am
fortunate enough to do something that proves useful that in
itself is ample rewards But I do admit that the year-long
series of incidents vis a vis MF did finally get to be a

bit much == topped off by the combination of no acknowledgment
of the things I sent in August plus hearing about the Clifford
Beers Room only indirectly and by happenstance so to speake.
Hence my explosion to Madeleine. However, all that is past
now and I am happy to hear that things are going well with
the archives,

Mrs., Beers was overjoyed at the news of the Beers Room, I
am writing Dr. Wheelock.

Sincerely yours,

[ S —

Nina Ridenour
Secretary
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Inter Office Memo

Date Sent. M;,_ 1963 Date Rec'd. PateiApes st .
To: Hazel Bruce
From: Dr. Will

Subject:

Dear Hazel:

This is a very sweet note, Thanks a lot for taking the trouble to show me a copy of
theletter you wrote to Nina and her response to you, I understand that Dr. Wheelock

has also written her and Bud has written her though as yet I haven't had a chance to
see those letters. I just want to fortify myself so that if ever it comes up with
Nina again I can tell her I have seem these letters. m

o

MF-214-11-50
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October 23, 1963

Dear Madeleine: (W

Having just returned from a week's vacation I am a
little bit out of touch with the Doctor Ridenour developments but
1 take it you have been placed in an awkward situation about the
Beers material which you saw at Annual Meeting. Doctor Will has
suggested that I send you a copy of my correspondence with Doctor
Ridenour during Doctor Hall's vacation and I'm happy to do so.

Our Thermofax machine doesn't take kindly to copying yellow sheet
carbons so I have retyped it, and at the bottom I have typed a copy
of Doctor Ridenour's reply to my note. From the dates (August 12
and August 15) you can see that her letter saying she was sending
more material was really acknowledged, at least by me since I was
the only available person at the time. Of course I should have
known that Doctor Will should have been notified too (and I have
apologized to him for my thoughtlessness) but I just plain forgot to
tell him about the correspondence at that time.

I'm terribly sorry for my own part in this mix-
up which has resulted in your being placed ian this difficult spot.
I realize how hard it is for you to try to represent all of us
here when we fail to keep you informed of what has gone on that
would also affect you. Please forgive me for being so lackadaisacal,
1'11 try harder next time, believe me!

It was so good to see you at Annual Meeting. I
kept hoping for a moment to chat with you longer but you were just
too busy every time I saw you. I'm always so interested in your
reaction to the increased activity in our museum and archives
project, since you have watched its growth practically from the
beginning, including the early education of the archivist. Now
that we have a professional curator wz will be writing more reports,
leaflets, articles, etc. and I'll be glad to send coples of our
efforts if they will be of interest to you and helpful in any way.

Please let me know if I can do anything further to
help straighten out the difficulty. And all my very best wishes to
you.

Sincerely,

(Mrs.) Hazel Bruce
Enc. Archivist
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. Inter Office Memo . Zf

.[_}ah -Sarﬂ___ﬁlﬂ’ 1963 Date Rec'd Date Ans.

To: Dr+—Wheelock, Hazel-Bruce, Dr. Hall
From: Dr. Will

Subject:

I wonder if I could bother you to let me see a copy of the letter you wrote to Nina Ridenour--
I am almost sure to bump into her again and I would feel very much fortified to know our end
of the story as well as knowing hers. Madeleine, of course, overreacted as I felt she did
and mentioned it in my mote to you when I saw a carbon of her letter to Hazel and Bud.

I think she did only because Nina is so effective in her castigation and as I was in the

same boat I think I appreciate Madeleine's reaction--one just feels helpless not knowing

wvhat the story is at this end and can't really believe that it was all that Nina says it

-was., But in any event I guess between us all I guess we are all getting it straightened

out but I would be grateful to see a copy of the letter that Doctor Wheelock has written

and Bud has written her, a copy of that one, too.

MF-215-11-50
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THE MENNINGER FOUNDATION

A NON-PROFIT CENTER FOR TREATMENT AND PREVENTION. RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION IN PSYCHIATRY

829 Madison Avenue Topeka, Kansas
New York 21, N. Y.

October 21, 1963

Dr. William C. Menninger
The Menninger Foundation
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Dr. Will:

Dr. Wheelock wrote such a charming letter to Nina that I feel
certain the troubled waters have been smoothed. ILike you I agree,
Nina was so overwrought that day at lunch that she may have for-
gotten a few of Hazel's Jletterse I am the one now who feels
guilty for writing to Bud and Hazel as I did, for I really have no
business stating things so firmly, and should have slept on the
matter before talking pen in hand. Bud just wrote me a sweet letter,
so I don't think he harbors too ill a feeling.

About seeing Mrs. Harry P. Bingham who renewed her $500. for
the fourth year through Lucy's appeal, the plan is for her to be
Lucy's guest at the Waldorf luncheon on December 10th, While Mrs.
Bingham is rich and generous, her main interest appears to be
playing bridge morning, noon and night.

L]
Mrs. Madeleine M. Aitken

MM : jbs
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. Inter Office Memo .

To: Dr. Lewis Wheelock Date: 10/17/63
From: Dr. Hall/ga

Subject: Ridenour Correspondence

Lewis -- This is one of the things that I feel very badly ebout that
occurred during the last year and I teke full responsibility for it
and for having allowed it to be terribly neglected. I would appreciate
it if you would review the correspondence with Doctor Ridenour, and
Hazel can fill you in on the details. We are in very bad straits with
her and that is my fault. I wish you would immediastely correspond with
her, seeking her advice as to what we can do to right things. Ask her
if it is appropriate now to have Dr. Will and Dr. Karl as well as your-
self write directly to Mrs. Beers and send pictures, or just what she
suggests we do to get things straightened out.

Nina Ridenour is a dear, and that's why I feel particularly bad about
my neglect of her. She is potentially in a position to contribute
enormously important things to our collection, as she already has done.
I hope she will come to understand that it was not through any malice
that this neglect occurred, but simply that the tragedy of Doctor
Epstein's death threw things completely out of joint here and that I
had to take care of the clinical services and that if Hazel hadn't
been who she is we simply would not have been able to keep things
going during that period until you joined us.

I'11 be glad to g@ﬁny of your letters that you formulate to Doctor
Ridenour if you think I could be of help. I am so guilty at this
point that I would do most anything to try to get thingsstraightened
out. It might be well to send carbons of your letters to Madeleine )
_%n_‘bhat she knows we are concretely trying to correct things.

I have told Doctor Will that I have written to Doctor Ridenour and that
you and I are trying to get things straightened out again.

Many thanks.

MF 216 A 1255 DAP
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Dr. Nina Ridenour
360 Roaring Brook Road
Chappagusa, New York

Dear Nina:

I en sitting here in my office feeling very sad about the
course of events with reference %o your sincere and earnest and most
successful efforts to help The Menninger Foundation with its archival
collection and with its museums. I am sad because we have been dread-
fully negligent in showing our appreciation for your efforts and
acknowledging them. I say "we" when I should very properly say "I."
It was my responsibility and I fumbled it very badly.

I'm afraid that the course of events in the last year made
me neglect a number of responsibllities end particularly those to the
archives and to the libraries here. As you may remember, on October
13th last year, Dr. Carl Epstein, who was Director of our Psychotle rapy
Service, euddenly died of a coronary heart attack. This was a terrible

his death, and then as of the 29th of October of last year I took over
his work as well as the work I was already doing.

This led to a very difficult year for me, but unfortunatély
it had the side effect of rather devestating neglect of the archives
and libraries. There were monthe on end that I never even saw Hazel,
nor had time to visit the archives. 7 We carried on as best we could
through Imer-office memoe, but that never is very satisfactory. It
wes hard for us to find someone to take over thies area, and Doctor Karl
felt we should get along as best we could for a while until things
settled down and we came to some realistic decision about the administra-
tion of the archives and libraries.

Finally, in the late spring, it was decided that the libraries
and archives would come under the administrative direction of the Bduca-
tion Department, and at that time Dr. Paul Pruyser took over what I was
neglecting. It wasn't much better when Doctor Pruyser took over

head of the total Education Department,

and he already had a job that kept him « Doctor Pruyser did find
work out some of solution to our problem,

and just recently we were able to obtafn the help of Dr. Lewis Wheelock,

é
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2- October 17, 1963

e professional historian who is now working as our archivist and together
with Hazel Bruce they are beginning to pull things together again.

In this dreadful interim of my neglecting things, I am afraid
the marvelous things that you were able to obtain for the collection,
particularly the Clifford Beers material, were, unfortunately, not even
acknowledged. lNeedless to say, we are grateful, even if we are clumsy

vhere they
of, vhere they are being exhibited, and where plans are afoot to do some-
thing with them in & scholarly way as far as the writings of some publica-
tions,.

than I in knowing how he can report this in a way to Mrs. Beers which
will reassure her that we can live up to the trust that you and she have
placed in us.

In the meantime, I hope things ave going well with you. Doctor

Bernard H., Hall, M.D.

BHH:ga
Air Mail
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THE MENNINGER FOUNDATION

A MNOMN-PROFIT CENMTER FOR TREATMENT AND PREVENTION. RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION IM PSYCHIATRY

829 Madison Avenue Topeka, Kansas
New York 21, Ne Y.

October 15, 1963

Mrs. Hazel Bruce and Dr. Bernard H. Hall
The Menninger Foundation
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Hazel and Bud:

Nina Ridenour kindly sent me some seeds for my garden just
before I left for Topeka. Yesterday I took her to lunch to
thank her and give her the highlights of the Annual Meeting.
Then hoping to please her, I spoke enthusiastically about the
Clifford Beer's room and how beautifully his books, papers,
pictures and paintings were displayed. How was I to know I was
walking into a veritable hornet's nest and that you people have
been remiss in not acknowledging the last gifts which were sent
in Auvgust, or that you had assembled the collection?

Suffice it to say, her hostilities rose to a fine pitch
and that I could hardly blame her. She has given The Menninger
Foundation things you wanted and value, and a great deal more
will be forthcoming if simple courtesy and a bit of court is

played.

May I suggest both of you write her within the week and
thoughtfully include a picture of the exhibit, for her to show
to Mrs. Beers?

strai ly yours,

4\ Y ladeleine A, Aitken
il
MMA ¢ jbs
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Date Sent
To:
From:

Subject:

MF-21&-11-50

. Inter Office Memo .

Date Rec'd__ Date Ans.

Sept. 19, 1963

Dr. Bernard Hall cc/Hazel Bruce

e e
Dr.Will

Bud, tonight we had a little cocktailjparty with some guests at the home of

Mrs. Blanche Ittleson. I was delighfjed to see that Nina Ridenour was there.

I was embarrassed as hell though to learn from her that about six or seven weeks
ago, she says, she sent a bunch of books, apparently some more of Biers stuff

to us in Topeka. I think addressed to you. She doesn't know whether it has

ever reached there, She has never had any kind of acknowledgment from anyone

and, of course, having told you the situation before you can be well damn sure
my face was as red as hell. I don't know who is responsible for this. I wish
Hazel Bruce would acknowledge stuff like that if it comes ih or for heavens

sake let me know and I would be glad to. I told her that you had just gotten home
from your holiday two or three days before I left which was correct and so maybe
you hadn't had the time to even go through your mail but I hope you will look into
this pronto, Bud, and for heavens sakes a bad situation is bad now but I think
this is adding salt to the wound and I am sure you will feel the same way as we
talked together about the problem., I don't know whether you ever did write her
as you planned to but I hope so.
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