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Section 11, Pages 301 - 330

Beers papers, largely, consist of handwritten and typed incoming and outgoing letters, as well as some
correspondence about Beers. Correspondents include some family members, such as his wife Clara's parents and
Clifford's brother George, but mostly include friends and acquaintances, such as Erua Geuil Perriu, Marie O.Ley,
Paul "Mac" McQuaid, Elizabeth Warner, Louise Gaffney, Dr. and Mrs. Toulouse, Mary Louise Bok, William and
Alice James, and others. The subjects of the letters mostly concern Beers' efforts toward bettering the lives of
patients with mental illnesses and the publication of his book, A Mind that Found Itself. The materials also
include Beers' courtship letters to Miss Jepson (parts of which were removed by Clara before she donated them to
the Menninger Foundation, as she deemed them too personal) and letters he wrote to her after they were married.
Some letters are in French.

Creator: Beers, Clifford Whittingham, 1876-1943

Date: 1903-1955

Callnumber: Menninger Historic Psychiatry Coll., Beers, Box 1-4
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 223254
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
WELCH MEDICAL LIBRARY
18900 EAST MONUMENT STREET
BALTIMORE, MD.

February 17, 1933,

Dear Mr. McQuaid,

This year marks the 25th Anniversary of the
founding of the Mental Hygiene Movement, with which I have had
the privilege of being identified in an active way since its very
ineeption. It is felt by a number of us, who have been closely
associated with its founder, Clifford Beers, that the occasion
should not be allowed to pass without some fitting tribute being
paid to him, not only as founder but as author of "A Mind That
Found Itself", the publication of which in 1908 opened the way
for one of the most important movements of the day, now world-wide
in extent.

The small committee, of which I have been
asked to act as spokesman, has decided that one way to honor Mr.
Beers will be to present him with a collection of opinions on the
importance of the movement he started and the value of his unique
services to humanity. It is our purpose to gather letters not
only from those who have been closely associated with Mr. Beers,
but from others who know of his work and have perhaps read his
remarkable autobiography.

The accompanying folder, in which one of the
quoted opinions is mine, shows in a general way what Mr. Beers
has accomplished during the past twenty-five years. It is our
hope that you will contribute an opinion and mail it at your
earliest convenience to me at the above address in Baltimore. In
this way, we can preserve some element of surprise in the souvenir
we wish to present to him. Pleasse write to me, telling me how
you feel about what he has done, since appreciation that comes to
one through another person is, as we know, all the more gratifying.

Thanking you personally and in behalf of those
who are acting with me in this matter, I remain

Very sincerely yours, ;
%. gf(,a_,?*:—v ﬂ Wﬁ£ -"J) S 0 e

Honorary President of the
Netional Committee and of The Ameriecan
Foundation for Mental Hygiene

www.kansasmemory.org/item/223254 ~ Page 323/670
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Clifford W. Beers papers

Harch 10, 1933.

Dr., William H. Welch,
1900 East Monument Streset,
Baltimore, Hd.

Ny dear Dr. Velch;-

Cliff Beers and myself grew up together and dur-
ing the years of youth and early manhood were in associ-
etion that was close and constant. We were members of a
Boys! Society, founded in 1888, made up of meny choice
spirits, who still meet, some fifteen strong, in merry
annual reunion. You will see,then, why it is that I pre-
fer, in viswing his career, to foeus lengthwlse rather
than erosswise at its peak.

There has been no essential chenge in him during
the forty ofid years. Perhaps that is the greatest compli-
ment. His loyelty to family, friend and cause was as gen- %
erous and sturdy then as now, his courage as stout and un-
compromising, his wit as flashing and his humor as droll.
On 21l our happy jeunts and confabs he was quite the 1life
of the party. He- d the knack of flavoring sound sense
with piquaney makes the delightful companion. We all
felt that, wherever his lines might fall, his would be a
life of distinetion.

It remained for the tragedy of many clouded years,
the miracle of his deliverance,to move him to remounce a
business career and devote himself exclusively to human
betterment as the High Priest of & new order.

He was never an outstanding student, being like the
rest of us, content to get comfortably by. However, he usu-
ally had some extra curriculum activity which served as an
outlet for his grest energy, snd whether menaging a High
Sechool Prom or the Yale Record, whether the enterprise was
social or commercial, he always brought to it an intelli-
gence and zest and drive that made things clgick. Once to-
gether we puehed rustic doorbells for a few days, but with
results that damped even his spirit, -nd which gave no hint
of the fine technique which, I'm assured, he later developed
in this line.
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Dr. Welch - 2

It may seem strange that none of us who were his
playmates had any suggestion of the mental torture which
climaxed when he returned to New Haven for his Triennial
coelebration. He cloaked his fears so well that we learned
with something like chagrin that our companion had been
hitched to a spectre for years.

The period of his re-orientation was delightful,
not only pecauae it gave us hope of his restoration, but
for the literary fulminations, bundles of yellow wrapping
paper some twenty or thirty pages thick, mailed from Hart-
ford or Middletown., They were vivid descriptions of life
in the institutions, kindly, humorous comments on his
"classmates, " and some very salty characterizations of
doctors end men in charge. We also got some pretty repro-
ductions of the Gibson girl - the arch-type of the perioed.

And then we wltnessed his recovery,—a brave splirit
returning to its own,~and we watched his progress, at first
with concern, end then with wonder and admiration,as he, de-
fying grim circumstance and iron convention, plo&dod upward
from a padded cell.

I must leave to others the appraisal of his work,
the good that his dreams hold for menkind. All that I know
is that Cliff Beers is on the job and will meke his dreams
come true.

Do you wonder, then, that we, his friends of boy-
hood, hail his high renown, take pride in the consecration
of his l1life, and acclaim him with gusto as our very own?t

Faithfully yours,

C R

S
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