Kansas Memory AD) i

SOCIETY
Anton T. Boisen papers
Section 14, Pages 391 - 420

Boisen's papers consist of thorough case histories of patients he saw in the 1920s/1930s; 1933-1934 newsletters
from the Elgin State Hospital; some incoming and outgoing correspondence, such as with Seward Hiltner;
hand-illustrated poetry written by various individuals (none of them Boisen); manuscripts, reprints, and outlines
and course lectures by Boisen, dating from the 1920s-1950s; annual reports to the directors of the Chicago
Council for the Clinical Training of Theological Students, 1933-1935; information related to Boisen'stime in
Wabaunsee, Kansas in the 1910s and to the Congregational church located there; memorials after Boisen's death
in 1965; and some other miscellaneous materials.

Major topics found in Boisen's manuscripts and article reprints include psychology of religion, clinical training
and religion, various psychiatric illnesses (including schizophrenia), war and religion, and similar topics. While
the materials span much of Boisen's adulthood, the bulk of his papers date from the 1930s and 1940s.

Creator: Boisen, Anton T. (Anton Theophilus), 1876-1965

Date: 1915 - 1965 (bulk 1930s-1940s)

Callnumber: Menninger Historic Psychiatry Coll., Boisen, Box 1
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 223252

Item Identifier: 223252

www.kansasmemory.org/item/223252

www.kansasmemory.org/item/223252
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/223252

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Anton T. Boisen papers

- g

great respect for learning, represented by Confucianism and the imperialistic bu-
reaucracy with which it has been associated, On these foundations was btuilt the
most unchanging of all cultures.

In contrast with India Chine has had no caste system. Even tho blood relation—
ship has been more strongly emphasized in China than anywhere eolsc in the world,
Chinals ruling class is not an aristocracy of birth but one of learning. One on-
terod it by passing examinations, This systom goes Dback to Confucius and his in-
fluonce,

Thae Throe Rellgesians

Confuncianisan,

It socms fairly clear that before the time of Confucius the ruling class of
China had been a hereditary nebility and that the sacred literaturc was filled with
stories of war-likc heroecs and popular gods not unlike those of India or Groece
(Wobor, op. cit. 1: 314 ff,, also 459 ff,) Now Confucius was a great teacher, one
of o group of teachers who lived in the sixth century B.C, and looked with clear
oyos upon their fellows and formed their own ideas about some of these ancicnt
tales. To him foll the task of editing tho classic litoratures He took advantage of
the opportunity to do a little surgery upon it, cutting out all that was inconsis-
. tent with his othical principles. It scems clear also that Confucius made a decp
improssion upon his students and that he loft a small collection of wise and pithy
sayings. In any case his memory lived on, The man and his teachings caught the imagi-
nation of the Chinese poople. He bacame the symbol of their culture, the subject
of many legends and storiecs and from him the Chinese social organization has taken
its stamps Altho he himself had little to say about religion, he became in time an.
object of worship and Confucianism has become the religion of Chinese officialdom.

The Chinese The imperial government of China has never been strongly centralized,
State Religion It was devoloped thru the common need of flood control and of pro-

tection against cnemies. It has seldom had a large standing army,
and the contimied dominion of the Emperor has not rested on military might but on
the belief on the part of the people that he was the representative of Heaven and
that Confucian officials possessed something in the nature of magic power by virtue
of their knowledge of the sacred writings.

Gonfucian system has been upheld by religious belief, Back of it was the'Tao," the
eternal Order of the Universc, The Emperor was the "Son of Heaven™ and its logitd-
nato high priest. He was the mainstay of Chinese culture in the face of constantly
changing conditions and.separatist tendencics. Even tho the dynastios came and wents
even tho invaders appcared and usurpers tock the throne, Heaven still rmiledtas the
protector of unchanging and constent valuos. In the eyes of the people only the
nasters and tax-gatherers had changed (ibid. pe 305),

. Just how all this came about is not wholly clear, but one thing is surc. The

Charactoristics But Confucianism had serious woaknesses. While it laid gtress on
of Confucianisn coaseless learning and study, the learning which it oxalted had

to do with the sayings of wise men of former ages. It did not en—
courage men to think for themselveos., It was deficient in mathematics, wninterested
in natural science and its philosophy was not at all of the speculative types More—
over it was merely a state religion. It had nothing which applied to the personl
problens of individuals beyond its insistent ethical emphasis and an intollectualist
philosphy of 1ife (*). Therc was no priestly class, The coremonies were performed

* Tt is not without significance that China has no word for $cligion. Therc arc
only 1) "teaching" and 2) "rite" without any distinction between the religious and
the sccular. cf. Weber, op, cit, 1§ 432.

forned by State officials and the Chincse official maintained a somevhat sceptical
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aloofness in matters of religion. Any concept of salvation was for him utterly lack-
ing., He placed his confidence in a rational ethics. The world for him was good. Man
was good and capable of becoming betters His ideal was that of the gentlemen, never
that of the holy man, Only one thing for him was sin = an offence ageinst filial
piety., The only thing from which he needed to be saved was social blundering, and
the way of salvation lay in complete knowledge of the rules of etiquette and in
alert self-control, reserve and suppression of emotion (ibid, pe 445),

Confucionism and What happencd in China, Weber suggosts (op,.cit. 13 46l), was just
the Popular Gods the réverse of what happoned in Greece. Confucius had been able

to banish the popular gods and heroes from the Chinese sacred 1it-
erature and his othical system had become the official religione The Greek philoso—
phers, however much they might have liked to do so, had been unable to deal with
Homer in any such cavalier fashion, The result was that in Greece the popular re-
ligion remaoined the official roligion, vhile Grock philosophy remained a matter of
personal acceptance. For the Groek development to have becn parallel to the Chinese
we would have to suppose that the Greck philosophors had boen able to oxpergate
Homor, that stoicism had boen made tho official roligion, and that for twonty five
hundred years in an conduring Gracco~Roman ompire all the courtiers and officlals
had to be stoic philosophers who gqualificd for office by passing examinations on

. thoir knowledge of Plato and Aristotlo.

Taolgn

Banishment from the official roligion of China did not, however, by any means
put an ond to the influence of the popular deitiocs. The common people had noeds
which Oonfucianism did not mect. Their oxtreme poverty exeluded 2ll possibility of
any inner idontification with the ideal of the gentleman. They nceded comfort and
support in the face of the trials and tragedies of their grinding struggle for oxis-
tence and protection from the mystorious forces with which they believed thomselves
surrounded; Confucianism was romote fron thoir problems. It was an intelloctualist
religion of the fortunate few. Its God was an imporsonal Heaven, unapproachable
except by the Emperor and wholly out of reach of the common peoples They therefore
rolicd all the more upon tho ancestral spirits, They tumed anow to the gods of the
original Chinese naturc religion and added to them. They cenonized woll-doers. They
doveloped the belief that thore were persons who had beon endowod with the "Tao,"
holy persons with supernatural powers of all sorts., Such porsons were supposod to

. be able to influence spirits and thus secure for them long life, success in businc s,
protection against evil spirits with which they believed the world to be inhabited.
This popular rcolgion became associated with the name of a % contomporary of Con=
fucius, Lac-Tse, o really great teacher, who roprescnted the nmystical rather than
the othical omphasis, That Lao-Tse had much to do with what is now called "Taoisn"
scens very doubtful, However that may be the novenont grew. It developed its omn
leadership, its own professional priesthood, its own philosophy, It became powerful
politically, Under the influonce, perhaps, of Buddhism it developed a monastic life,
For the most part howover its characteristic functionaries have been necronancers
and nagicians, living in the commaity and carrying on their sorcerics as a vocation,
often alongside of some other occupation. Characteristically Taoism has laid little
stross on ethics, rmech on sacramental acts. It has been extreme in its irrationalisn
and traditionalism (ibid. pp.458 £f.).

Badd h 1 an

The Mshayona Fornm Tho Buddhisn which found its way into China wos of the Mahayana
variety. In contrast with the form of Buddhisnm which we saw in

Sion it was a popular rcligion of salvation., Where in the Hinyana form, salvation

was a natter of individual achicvenent, the Mohaganist believed in holy men whon

he worshipod under the name of"Boddhisattvas." Those Boddhisattvas were Buddhas—

in-being who had acquired a groat store of merit and wore ready to enter the Nirvana
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state, but who instead, as an act of grace, elected to use their stored—up merit
for the relief of suffering humanity. They thus became saviors of men, The peopke
could turn to them for help in siclmess and misfortune., However, this help was medi-
ated thru monks vho served as priests and, as in all Buddnism, the highest blessings
were open only to those who dedicated themselves to the monastic 1ife (Pratt,op.
cite tpe 21T 2f.)

Buddhism!s Buddhism spread rapidly in China, especially in the fifth, sixth and
Rapid Growth seventh centuries. In the eighth and ninth centuries it encountered

severe persecution, That it did not meet with even more persecution
is due to its opon-minded attitude toward other rcligions. Particularly important
was the fact that Buddhist missionaries adopted into their teaching the Confucian
ideal of filial piety and made themselves useful to the Chinese family thru their
masses for the dead and their hope for life beyond the grave(ibid, pe 274). They
also accopted many of the Chinese nature gods and made use of the Taoist magical
practices.

Its Influenco upon From the beginning Chinese Buddhism has been a monastie church
Chinese Culture without mendicant monks, The monastie-discipline has tended to
lay stress upon ceremonial rather than wpon moral ofiences,
and attempts to work cut a system of conduct for laymen have been absent (Weber, op.
. cite. 2% 292)., The original message of salvation foll by the wayside and the Bud-
dhist monasterics becanme places of irrational asceticism and meditation. Buddhist
influence has,however,brought into China the attitude of compassion for man and
beast. Buddhist monastories have taken carc of the friendless and the homeless. It
is chicfly from children of families in straitoned circumsfances to whon they have
given refuge that thoir ranks have been recruited (Friess and Schneider,opecite
Pe 194). The mumber of nmonks in the 1920's has been estimatod at 400,000 and has
even been put as high as 1,000,000 (Pratt, op. cite pe 336).

Non—Secterianism The numbor of Buddhists in China is pretty much idontiecal with

of the Chinese tho number of Buddhist mobks and muns. Thore is goneral agreement
among observers that the common people are neither Buddhist, no®

Taoist nor Confucisnist., They arc all three at the same time. It is only the pro-

fessionals who belong to one and not to tho othors. The scholars would tims con—

gider thomsclves Confucianists, the magicians Taoists, whilc the Buddhists are

the monks,

. Social Organization

China may be characterizod as a huge aggrogate of kinship groups held to-
zother somewhat loosely by a common attitudo of filial piety and a common accep-
tance of tho authority of thoe Emperor and of his Confucianiet rcpresentative. Two
organizations have thus been of prinary importance in the life of the Chinese, his
fanily and his country. 4 third organization is tho gild, found chiefly in the
citios, which in China wioclds immensc power.

A Chinose il e T

The Kinship Group The fanily is the all=important unit in China. Down thru the

centurics it has constantly challenged the authority of the
imporial governmont. Each clan in China has its own Ten Commandmentse The right
to determino its own moral standards has nover been questioned, oven when those
standards have run countor to accopted law. As against the outside world the clan,
or kinship group, has stood solidly together and loyalty to it was placed above
loyalty to tho Erperor. This did not mcan war-like resistance, tut it did nean,all
too ofton, ncpotisnm and graft at government exponse. It meant also an insuperable
obstaclo to the developmont of a strong natiénal consciousness (Wober, op, cite
1t 378ff,; also Holt, The Fate of the Fanily in the Modern World, ps. 18.
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In order to see more clearly what the kinship group means in Chinese life
we shall look at a village in South China not far from Swatow, which has been de-
scribed by Kulp under the name of Fhenix Village (Country Life in South China,
New York,Teachers! College,Columbia University,Bureau of Publications, 1925.).
At the time of the study in 1919 this village had been relatively little influenced
by the changes which have been taking place so rapidly in recent years.

External Phenix Village was a commmity of 650 inhabitents, all of them de-
Characteristics pendent upon the crops, chicfly oranges, which they were able %o
produce on perhaps 250 acres of land, The gencral picture was one
of poverty, with much that was ugly and unsanitary and squalid. The survey rovealed
that 18 percent of the families were in comfortable economic circumsyances, That is,
they had morc rice than thoy neccded, money at intercst and other sources of income,
3l per cent had enough to maintain themsclves but none to sparc, The rest lived
from hend to mouth, depondent wpon the aid granted then by the village leader. In
spite of the poverty, Kulp concludes,there was ample means to creato real improve-
ments, if tho dosire for such improvements had beon present. These people were ex-
tremely industrious, working seven days a weck, long hours a day. They werc more=
over not lacking in ingonuity The difficulty lay in thelr tradition-mindedness and
their lack of interest in many things which people of other cultures hold dear.(p.48)

The Family Name All the inhabitants of this village, with the exception of some
fiftecn shop~kecpers, bore the same surnsme. That is, they traced

thoir descont in the male lino and wore named after the same ancestor. However, mom=
bership might be established not only by birth, but also by adoption, two types of
persons being adopted, brides and sons., Both werc inducted by means of very simple
ceremonies beforo the ancestral tablots, As soon as these ccromonies were porformed,
the individual was held to have broken relations with his provious kinmgroup. It is
for this roason that girls have been much less valued than boyse. A girl, vhen she
parried, would leave the village and become identified with another family. Only a
son could perpetuate tho family. Since for the old-time Chinese thore is nothing
more terrible than to have his family porish, it is all-important that ho should
have a son. If after marriage thoro were no son, the mon was faced with two alterna-
$ivest cither ho must take a concubino, or olsc ho must adopt a son. In the lattoer
case a young boy would usuelly be purchased from some poortfamily, perhops from a
reclative. (ibid. chapter 6).

Concubinage is not confined to those who have no sons. It is locked upon as
a sign of weelth and honor, Out of 182 marriages in Phenix Village thorec wore 14
cases of M"polyzyny." The conecubines were accepted by the commmity, tho not on equal
status with the wife,

Filial Piety Within the kinship group £ilial piety wos dominant. It Ffixed the

obligations, dutics and rosponsibilities toward others. It also
gouanatoed the individualls own rights in accordance with his changing status, as
he grew oldor, married, had childron ete, Filial picty and ancestor worship are
closely interrolated. The one has to do with tho living, the other with the dead .
For the old—time Chinesc the family doos not live apart from its ancestors. The past
noves and has its being in the prescnt and thoe present in the posts

Ancestor Worship Tho systom of ancostor worship is somevhat complicated. Each fami-
1y has its own ancestral tablets and thirtecn times each yoar at
specified times cerenonics mmust be performed. It has been customary to burn incense,
to moke an offoring of food = vhich is later eaten, and to offor a prayer to the
ancestor nost recently departed, montioning also the name of tho most renote ancos—
tor and adding a gosture to indicate that all botwcen arc included (ibid. p. 138).
There is also an ancestral hall for the cntirc villoge and an ancestral hall
for cach of tho two Mbranch fanilios." At each of those ancestral halls cerenonics
were performed once cach year by the hoad man in tho proscnce of other nmenbors of
the gzrowp concorned. Each corcrony wes ninutcly preseribed, It involved the offering
of food, the burning of incenso, the uttering of certain forrmlae and the making of

www.kansasmemory.org/item/223252 ~ Page 394/460
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Anton T. Boisen papers

o 13

certaln geatuvess Two 6f the ancestral halls were used as schools (ibid. pl46).
The Temples In addition to the ancestral halls the village had also two temples,
Both of these contained images of various popular gods. A priest had
a bed in the temple. He acted as care-taker and also gave his services to those who
visited i1t. Such visits were generally made by those who had some problem welghing
upon them and felt the noed of help. Frequently the desired help had to do with the
foretelling of the future and involved the use of divining rods, In any case the
worship in these tomples was a purcly individuel performances

The Nature Spirits The purpose of these various religious ceremonics wes to se-
cure protection from the mischievous or unfriendly spirits

with which tho Chinese believed the world to be populated, Fér the FPhenix Villager
every treo, overy house, overy door, every ficld was the abode of a sprit., If the
orange troes did not boar woll, it was becausc the spirit that dwelt in them had
been offcnded. The farmer would therefore take no chances but would writoc a prayer
on a bit of red pepor and burn it at the foot of cach treo. The boatman believed in
a spirit of the river, of the rocks, of the rain, and he would paste bits of red
paper inscribod with prayers all over his boat. A man vho bought a piece of land
mist first discover with the aid of a necromancer whether the spirits who dwelt
there would bo offondod or pleased. Always it wes assumed that the spirits of the

. departed ancestors were stronger than the naturc spirits and that the latter could
do nothing except with their permission.

The Threo Religions Until Christionity came thore was no scctarianism in the vil~-

lago(*). The scholars of the village were indecd sceptical
rogading Buddhist and Taoist beliefs and called themsclves followers of Confucius,
tut for the laity religion was a mingling of all throe. Thoy deforred to the teach-
ings of Confucius, thoy mado usc of Taoist charms and exorcisms, they called upon
Buddhist monks at time of doath and they spoke of their temples as Wtemples of the
three roligions.!

* Christian missionarics, in sharp contrast to the Buddhist, have boen intolerant
toward the nativo religions and have been uncompromising with reference to the in=
stitution of ancestor worship. A vory diffofont attitude is that token by the dis-
tinguished American missionsry, W. A. P. Martin. He sees something sublime in the
spoctavle of a groat nation gathered around the altars of its ancestors, tracing
thoir lincage back to the hundredth generation, and recognizing the tiecs of kindred

. to the hundredth degrec., Ho folt that thore were somo foaturcs of the Chinese s
vhich might with profit be ongrafted into western civilization, and which should
cortainly be rocognized by the Christian missionary as worthy of a permanent place
in the Chinese culture (The Chinese, New York, Harper & Bros. 188l, pp. 267 A
Dr. Mortin's own record testifios to the Chinese responsc to a sympathetic attitude
in this mattor, in that ho was for many yoars Prosidmt of tho Imperial University
in Peking and a trusted adviser of the Chinese government, Ho was made a Chinesc
nandarine

Chinese Resvect The village loader had to be a man and belong to the kinship grour,
for Old Age tut the choico was not determined by seniority, ncither did it
pass fron father to son, It wont rathor to some othor fanily head,
the one next in line vhosc leadership was acceptable. Whilo age has long commanded
prostige, i1t was scldom, even in the past, that a mon of more than seventy would be
chosen. In 1919 the prestige accorded to 0ld age had given way to that of scholar
ship and ability sufficiontly to permdt men of 39 and 45 to be tho heads of the
two branch familiess

Thoe Scholar Therc has been quite a rivalry among the various villages in the pro-

duction of recognizod scholars, The scholar secned to embody the rile
lages ideals and hopes. The studont who loft the village to study clsewhero waos fol=-
lowed with keonest intorest by the villagers. His success was tholr boast, his fai-

www.kansasmemory.org/item/223252 ~ Page 395/460
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Anton T. Boisen papers

14

ure their disappointment, his letters topics for village gossip and discussion. The
student was quite aware of this interest and was stimulated by it to zealous effort.
Within the village the scholar was the teacher, the source of information, the po-
1itical adviser to the head man and the village representative in state and national
affairs.

Other Chinese Villages Phenix seemed to be fairly represcntative of the Chinecse
kinship groups. The charactoristic Chinzese village is or-

ganiged on the same kinship basis and it is this type of orgenization rather than

sige which has distinguished it from the cities. While most of these villages are

small, thore are not a few of twonty thousand or more; each tracing ite lineage to

a common ancestor, sharing a common surname and having a common ancestrel hall(Weber,

op. cit. 133813 Martin, op. cit. p 266).

The gild

Its Powor in An importent feature of Chinese city life is the gild. Novhere else
the Citles in the world, according to Weber (op. cit. 1:292#f,), has the depen-
dence of the individual upon the gild beon so far developed as in

China. Frequently the gild has absolute power over its members, It comtrols all that

. is economically significent to them - standardization of weights and measires,crodit,
policing, competition, prices, wages otc. The absenco of legal protection has forced
the workers into rigorous and often unscrupulous self-help. In the city the zild
performs somevhat the same function as the kinship group in the village,

Membership The gild is made up of men who are connected with one kipd of worly, I
includos both employers and omployecs, Memborship requireq gonorfally

o threc yoars! aporenticeship. It is thus not determined by birth,as in the case of”

the Hindu coste systom. Thero are however some skilled trados in vhich heredity

counts heavily in the seloction of membors (Gamble and Burgess, Peking, A Social

Survoy Now York, Doran, 1921, pp. 163 £f.)

Religion 4All gilds have some deity or hero whom they worship as a patron saint and

a religious service has boen an important part of a gild mecting. This
scrvice has generally consisted in offering a foast and burning incense before the
imago or picturc of the god of the gild and having all the mombers bow bofore him.
(ivid, ppe 175 ££f.)

. Summary

That strikes one most forcibly in this review of the religious situation in
China is the failure on tho part of the intellectual leadors, to whome the common
people looked up perhops morc than in any other culture, to concorn themsolves with
the roalm of roligions. The Confucian scholar was by turns sceptical, agnostic, pa-
tronizing and credulous toward tho roligious bolicfs of his people. Like the scion-
tists of to-day he devoted himsolf to the problems of technical scholarship = which
in his case hod to do with tho toachings of the ancient sagos = and made no atbompt
to understond religion or to lay tho foundation for new insights and new discoveriaa
in that ficld, The rosult was that popular religion went its own way uninfluonved
by China's best intolligonce. Tals popular roligion was indeed to a remarkable de=
grec free from the orglastic elements and the crude sexuslism so common in India,
but the old superstitions remained in full force, The common poople believed in all
sorts of primitve naturc deities and depended upon magical rites and ceremonies for
protoction against theme. Religion therc has boen in China on cvery hand, It has up-
held the social order. It has beon the b-sis of the kinship organization. But 1t has
not been roligion of the creative type. It has prevonted rathor than encouraged so-
cial change. It has kept the industrious, ingenious, loyak Chinose bound by the iron
fottors of obedionce to ancient custom and procedent, The Chinese has never boon
permitted to emancipate himsclf from the requirement of obedience to his finite
parents, somothing which in our culturo of to~day is rogardod as cssential to gpiri-
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tual maturity. On the contrary that requirement has remained in full force even
after the parents died, This meant obedience to finite ancestral spirits, not to
an infinite heavenly Father of all makind, For this reason the Chinese people, in
spite of their fidelity and industry and intellectual ability have been bound and
not free and science and industry have made little progress among them.

ISLAX

The Moslem world includes more than 200,000,000 persons, It stretches over
a vast territory, centoring in Asia Minor and extending from Algeria on the west
to the Philippines on the east., Culturally it,is characterized by the absence of
any profeossional religious class, by the fatalistic acceptance of the statds quo,
by the lack of interest in popular education, emd by the rigidity of its ritualis-
tie requirements and by the intolerance of other faiths.

Missionary %eal ILike Buddhism,Mohammedanism has been a missionary religion. It be-

gan in Arabia in the early mart of the soventh century under the
loadership of an untutored Arab and spread rapidly, partly thru the appeal of its
simple message and partly also thru forcible conquest.

Its foundor beliecved that he had received a dircet rcvelation from God. This
he recorded in the Xoran, His fundamental beliofs scem to have becn derived very
. lavgely from Judaism and Christianity.
For Islam therc is no God but Allah and Mohemmed is his prophet. Allah 1s
a porsonal God and a jealous God, He will not tolerate rival deities and his will
is supreme. He controls absolutely the lives of his people.

Uniformity Islam is characterized by an umusual unifermity of bolief. There arc
of Belief indecd soveral sects, but the issues have boon chiefly matters of

londership. In spite of the geographical spread and the diversity of
the racial groups included, thore has been surprisingly little difforentiation in
matters of belief and practice.

Islomic Ritunls In sharp contrast with Hinduiem and Buddhism the Islamic rituals
have been little corrupted by the locol nature religions which
Islam supplanted(*). These rituals arc taken very seriously. Five times cvery doy

¥ In India, according to Profossor Arnold (Proaching of Islam, p. 286), Hindu in-
. fluence is strong among theo people. They observe caste rules and join in festivals
and idolotrous coromonics, But the official beliofs and practicos scom little affocted

at the appointed times the faithful Moslem kneels down, facing toward the holy
city of Mecca, and rcpeats certain formilae, all of thom in Arobic. At noon on Fri-
days ho goes to the mosque to offer prayer snd somotimes to listen to a sermon. He
also observos certain festivals and certain seasons of fasting and once in his life
he mist make the pilgrimage to Mecca, It has been estmated that in Turkesten the
pivus Moslem will devote nearly a third of his day to the religious ablutions and
prayers and other religious requirements (A Varbery, In Hastings Encyclopedia of
Religion and Bthies).

So'briet;,: Great stress is laid upon the prohibition of gembling and of strong drink.

Thore may be drinkenness among Moslems, Pratt observes (India and Its
Faiths, p. 315), but the drunken Moslem is like the Sunday school superintendent
who robs a bank,

Sex Gode The position of women has been somevhat improved tut thet, Pratt thinks

' (ibid, p. Z12), is about all that can be saids Women have been kept iso-
lated and polygany is a recognized institution. A man may have four wives if he is
able to support them. Bubt sexunl rclations outside of marriage are possible only in
defiance of Islan,
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Representative Class In the beginning, according to Max Weber (ops cits 1t 239 = 40)
the representative class was the warriors. These constituted

a finely disciplined monastic order 6f kinghts of the faith whose fanatical zeal was
upheld by the belief that Allah held their fate in his hand, that no man could die
before his time and that rich rewards of a rather material sort awaited the fallen
werrior in the life beyond. With the passing of its militant zeal Moslem fatalism
has taken on a different tone. It has now become a passive acceptance of the present
ordors

The socisl organization of Islam is essentially democratic. Therc is no pro-
fossional clergy. Each man, or rather each head of a family, is his own priest.
In India Pratt found that the "Imam",who presided over the Friday noon services was
in no senso a priest (op. cit. p. 306), He was mercly a member of the community
paid by tho others to read the Koran and carc for the mosque. He was choscn not
becausc of any special learning or zecal, but ofton becausc he was unable to make
his living in any other way. ;

Source of #uthority The Horan is looked upon as absolutely and infallibly inspirod.
It was written not by Mohammed but by Allah himself in the
Arabic language (ibid. ps 296). The Koran, together with an associated body of in-
torprotations, is therefore the source of religious authority. The doctrine of in-
. spiration is so rigid as to preclude new dovelopments.

Bducation Islam has taken great pride in its universities. Theso universities
however, have been concerned primarily with the study of the Koran.

There is little encouragement of freec inguiry cither in philosophy or in natural

scicnce. Primary education in the Moslem world is very deficiont (ibid. 305).

Mysticism In Islam thero has been littlc emphasis upon the mystical. There are

gtill groups of dervishes, tho types from which the Hebrew prophots
sprang. There are still "Sufis,” who devote themsclves to the cultivation of mysti-
cal oxperiences, but these groups arc neither large nor influontial. They secm to
be exprossions of a spontancous recligious forvor which apparcntly contributes little
to tho central insktitutions of Islam,

Swmary It scoms clear that Islam!s rigid doctrine of inspiration, its lack of
a professional priestly or teaching class, its lack of provision for ro-
thinking its religious beliefs in the light of changing conditions rust inevitably
moke for a static religion and a static culture. It has boen very successful in
. naintaining its faith, nmaintaining it uwmsually free from foreign clements, but it
has 1ittle provision for re-croation and growth.
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THE HEBREW-CHRISTIAN RELIGION Boiscen

1942
JUDAIGSM

The Socigl Organization of Ancient Judaism

For nineteen centuries the Jews have been a people without a country.
Widely scattered thruout the earth, they have lived as guests among people of
other cultures. And yet they have remained culturslly distinet. This has not been
due to any physical peculiarities of their owm, as in the case of the southern
negroes. Neither has it been due to an inflexible caste system as in India. There
has Dbeen rather a certain racial solidarity based upon a proud faith in themselves
which has been engendered by their religions Herein, according to Teber, is the
distinctive preblem which Judeisnm presonts to the student of sociology of roligion(l).

The Covenant The explanation of this Jewish separateness Weber finds first of all
in their social orgzanization. Theirs was a society based upon con-
tractual obligations with each othor and with Jahwe, their God., In the use of oaths
to give religious sanction to political organization or to privatc agrecments there
is nothing vnusual. What is unusval is that a rcligious covenant should in so thoro-
going fashion be made the basis of their entire social organization and that their
. God, fahwe, should be looked upon as a contracting party. This emphasls runs thru-
out the 0ld Testament., Jahwe is roprsonted as having choscn thom from among all
the peoples of the world to bc his peoplo. Central in its toeaching is the promise
that if they keep the covenant and obey the Lord they will be given a placc among
the leading pooples of the world (2).

Distinctive Xoatures of the Hobrew Religion

From this poculiar charactor of the Hebrew socinl orgenization therc follow
certain important contrasts with other world rcligions.

Practical Bocause of the emphasis upon contractusl obligutions, the Hebrew re~
and Ethical 1ligion was prbmarily concernod with proctical and for the most part
Emphosis cthical considerations. It was unusually freec from magical practices

and its omphasis was upon the prosent life, Even tho there had been
rathor close contact with Egypt, thore was no belief in immortality., The fate of
the nation was the one concern. There was no idea of individual salvation either
. in the present or in the future life and individual sin was important only in so
far as it afftected the group. In all this there was a sharp controst with Hindu~
ism, Buddhism and Tacism and to a lesser cxtent with Confucicnism (3).

Importance of In sharp contrast with the Asiatic rcligions Judaism was a religion
Middle Classes of the common people = Hinduism and Confucianism beings religlons

of aristocratic intellectuals, Budihism a religion of monks and
Tnoism one of monks and magicians (4).

Deity Porsonal In sharp contrast with tho intellectualist religions of India
and Monothoistic and China the Hobre God was personal, evon crudoly anthropo=

norphic. In equally sharp contrast with the popular Asiatic
rcligions the Hebrews belicved in only one God. Johwe was originally a war—god,
the God of Hosts, The ocarly picturc was that of a jealous God, a God or wrath, but
also a God of justice and mercy and love,

The Hebrew Prophet s

The separatensss of the Jewish pefple began fritly early, but it was only
with tho exile that 1t became a pronounced fenture, This devolopment may be at-
trituted to the prohots.
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5 Early The Hebrews, like most other peoples, had their ecstatic devotees of re-
Prophecy 1ligion in the early period. Because of the relative plack of development
of a priestly hierarchy these early prophets had considerable influence.
They were looked upon as persons who spoke with authority because of the unusual
experiences thru which thoy had passed, Samuel, Saul, Nathan may be classed among
them. Elijah was their most conspicious representative. Elisha was a necormancer
of a rathor unpraiscworthy type (5).

The Great Tho great prophets belongz to a different group. They were also ecstaticc.

Prophets Some of them even showed distinet pathological featurcs. But their cc-
static experiences werc rooted in the war situation with which their

people wore faced(#). The poople werc aflame with the question, What is the reason

# Even in the case of Amos and Hosea and other pre-—exilic major prophots, the bur—
den of their message had to do with the antieipated danger to their people.

for Jehwe's anger? How can that angor be sppeased and the promise to our people

roalizod? The great prophcts were men who had gone down into the depths with that

question., They felt that they had discovered Ja.hwe’s angwor and that they were sont

by him to deliver it. Honce the deop fcoling, which in somo cascs may have roached
. the point of psychosis (6).

The Written Their nessage was not givon orally. It was above all clsc a writton
Mossage messago. They werc ossentially political pamphel teers, whosc writings
werccopied and circulated by frionds and followers (7).

Defense of the These prophots come from differont social strata, Some were of no-
Common Pecople  ble, some of lowly family; but all of thoem addreossed the people and

were concarned with the rights of the common man as against the
rich and powerful, They worc political prophots of a type elsewherc unknowm, Altho
dealing with national issues thoy were concerned not about the duties of citizons
tut about obedience to Jahwo!s commnadmonts, Thoir point of view was cntirely
religious (8).

The Prophetic For their serivces thesec prophets reccived no rermneration, They
Burden acted on their om initintive snd not as members of an organization.
They were solitary men. In no case did their prophetic call derive

from a group of spirit—filled persons, as among the early Christians. Neither did

. they found any orders. They made no usc of tochniques for inducing ecstatic experi-
onces. In contrast to the holy men of India and China they calimed for themselves
no special virtue or power to save, Neithor was their any sonse on thoir part of
being lifted out of theo misery and meaningless of life into the peace and joy of
union with God, such as we find among the Asiatic mystics. Thoy were men with a
message to deliver which lay as a budden upon theme Any cuphoric mood would be pro—
Jocted into the futurc. Theore is no reason to assung that the passive type of nysti-
cisn did not oxist in Palestino; but just as turbulent ecstatics of the Hebrew type
would have becn objects of suspicion in India, so also tho passive type of ccstasy
would have rcceived no recogaition in Palestine (9).

Erphasis on Just as nystical union with an other~worldly God was rcjected in fa-
the Practical wvor of the active service of a super—-worldly but compechensible God,

so also speculation regarding the nature of boing was rejected in
favor of devotion to the divine commands, The ancient Hebrew spent little time
milling over the meaning of the univorse (10).

The Impending The tremendous passion of the prophotic nessage as contrasted with

Boon the mildness of the Deuterononic admonitions is not to be explained
in terms of temperamentnl peculiaritics. It was due rather to the

urgency of irpending evonts, The prophets! nessage was a nessage of doon but also
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of promise. Their answer to the question,Why the sufferings of the chosen people?
was that it was Jahwe'!s will, that it was because of their sins, but that if they
would repent end mend their ways a remnant would be saved(1l).

The Apotheosis Out of this literary prophecy came the spotheosis of suffering set
of Suffering forth in Deutero*Isaiah, For the anonymous writer of this prophecy

the problem is the meaning of suffering in g universal, divine or-
der, It is perhas not accidentel that ho represents Israel, now as object, now as
agent of redemption. The meaning is the same. The explanation of their hard lot is
to be found not so mach in Jshve's anger at their sins as in the requirement of pa—
tient endurance, vhereby the suffering servant of the Lord and the people thus pere
somified may become the redcemer of the world., In so far as the suiffsoring servant
ie to be thought of as an individual, the redemption mist come thru his free accep~
tance of his lots. In this prophecy the promise that in Abrehem all the nations of
the earth should be blessed is raised to its sublimest height (12).

The Development of Jewish Separatencss

The Scnsc The sense of spccial micsion and of scparatoness on the part of the
of Mission dJews was thus forged by tho prophets in the furnoce of affliction., It
. was derived fron the promise that the present order was to be changed
so that they would again be free and become the leading people of the earth. The
world was thus neither oternal nor unchangeable, as it was to the Hindu, and there
was no thought of mercly raising tho individual status thru rebirth into a higher
caste. The present order wos instead the product of the interaction of God and man
and the Jowish hope was that of a divinelp-led social and political revolution.

Ritualistic Theo Jewish separatoness was cstablished by Nehomioh and Ezra and the
Bequirenents priestlu group thre ritualistic regulations which set the Jews apart
from other peoples. Thesc may be summed up as follows:

1., The rite of circumecision, originating early, not peculiar to tho Hobrows, but
regarded more and more as distinctivo.

2. The prohibition of marriage with gentiles, This requirement was not in force
in early times, but was rigidly enforced after the time of Ezra,

3. Strict observance of the Sabbath on the seventh day of the weck, thus bringing
. the Jows into conflict with the people around thom,

4, The prohibition of cating pork and the regulations regarding the slaughter of
aninals used for food (13).

Conscquences of The keeping of the purification regulations 1laid a zreat burden
Ritual Domands upon the peasant clase., The result was that the latter werc prac-
tically excluded from tho group of the plous. For this reason Ju-
doins has become increasingly a city-dwelling,ritualistically separate,international
group,vhich has been recruited by birth and to somo extent by proselytizing (14).

Sunnary

The Jewish religion wos thus fitted to become the bnsis of a great culture.
It was remarkably froe fron magical practices and from irrational nethods of sceking
salvations Its emphasis was upon the presont life and it was severoly cthical in its
roquirenents. It was howevor barred from such doveloprient, partly by its ritunlistic
soporatoness, and partly = as.regards industrial developrmont = by the sharp dichoto—
ny in its attitude toward thoso within ond those without tho group. In spitc of effort
of great Jowish teachers like Mainonides, the injunctions against harboring hatrod
and the roquirenment of loving one's enenies have applicd only within the group, Dig=-
crininatory practices have in consequence blocked tho developrniont of a univorsal
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ethic which could have served as a basis for the credit system which has had so
mich to do with the industrial development of the past century. (15).

CHRISTIANITY

Period o f Beginnings

Jesus of The founder of Christianity was a Jew whose spirit had been kindled by
Nazareth the Jewish prophets and their messages In the light of this sutdy there

is reason to believe that he passed thru one of those searching crisis
experiences which have been shared by so many men of religious genius and that the
crisis in his case was not a matter of personal self-realization but had to do with
the fate of his people (16). The answer which he found was that of Deutero~Isiniah,=
the redemption of the world thru the suffering of the righteous.

The Messianic TWhether Jesus thought of himself in the role of the suffering ro=-
Claim deemer of the world is a question difficult to answer (17). The gos~
pels indicate that he did. They also give us the picture of a man
of remarkable poise and beauty and power, who was interested in the men about him,
and whose teachings are unsurpassed in their ethical and religious insight snd in
their literary form. In any case his followers, & little group of Galilean villagors,
. thought of his traglc death at the hands of the conservative religious leaders 67
his people as an atonement for the sins of the world. They also believed that after
his cracifixion he rose again from the dead and manifested himself to them. This
conviction changed their sorrow and bewilderment into en enthusiastic faith vaich
sent them forth to carry a gospel of redemption to the world.

Saul of Tarsus Thelr missionary zeal encountered opposition, Among the opponents
was a young Pharisecs of good fimily and fine educations After par—

ticipating in efforts to destroy the new movement with a fury which apparently in—
creased with his own mounting doubts and discomfort, this man undorwent a sudden
and dramatic conversion (18), It was this representative of the enemies of Jesus
wao now, as Paul the Apostle, became the most important champhon of the new faith.
It was he who made it a world-wido religion, Not only did he journey all over the
Roman empire founding Christian churches, not only are letters of unquestioned
authenticity, written by him, the starting point of modern New Testament criticism,
but it was he who after a bitter strugelo frecd Christianity from the ritunlistic
fetters which would have kept it an obscure sect within tho scparatistic Jowish

. roligion. Freed from those fetters, with the 0ld Teastament still an integral part
of its sacred literature, the rcligion of the Hobrew prophets now came into its
ove In Christianity it became the foundation of a world=wide culturc in which
science and industry reach unheard—of develepment (19),

The Message In the early years thc message of Christianity was addressed mainly %o
of Jesus the oppressed and it sought and won adhecrants chiefly among the lower

classes of the cities, Jesus considered wealth a danger to the soul and
he oppsed the Jewish priestly aristocracy. His teaching,however,was purcly religious.
It concerned itself with such questions as the salvation of the soul, life after
death, purity of worship, the ideals of doily living and the coming lkingdom of God,
This kingdom of God was primarliy the vision of an cthical and religious situation
in a world controlled entirely by God. Therc is in the taeching of Josus no contorpt
for the life of the senses, no glorification of poverty for its omn sake. He was
concersned always about fellowship with God and renunciation of possessions vas
nerely a means to that end.(20).

The Borly Church Following the death of Jesus came the dovelopment of the Christian
Church, The group of followers who had shared the faith of Jesus

now organized on the basis of their faith in Jesus as the oxnlted and rison Loxd.

It bocane an independent religious conrmnity into vhich men werc incorporated thru

baptisn and werc nourished by the Supper of the Lord. In this corrmnity thero was

www.kansasmemory.org/item/223252 ~ Page 402/460
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC
Anton T. Boisen papers

R T

5

b the idea of oquality thru grace but of differcnce of function (23),

This dovelopment was of tho utmost importance. It is something not found in
other religions. There i sno religious asscompblage for instwmetion and for common
worship, save in embryonic form, cithor in Hinduism or Buddhism or Taoisn or Cone—
fucionisn, In Judaisn we find the synagogue, beginning as a school for instruction
in Hebrew history and law and then gradunlly introducing religiocus assemoblage for
cormion worship. The Christian Church is a continuation of the synagogue, but it is
riore than that. It is first of all a nystical followship.

Early Catholiciien

The Church's The Christian message met with a remarkable response and in spite of
Ropid Growih  severe persecution the Church grew rapidly. In the course of its de-
velopment its original message and its original character were much
changed., The idea grew that the sacraments of baptism and of the Lord's Supper had
miraculous power and that they were only valld when administered within a properly
constituted Christian comrmnity thru the hands 6f a regular clergy. The idea also
grew that the holy life was to be found in complete renunciation of the world aid
comnitment to an ascetic way of life. Out of this new emphaslis upon sacramentalism
and asceticism came two new representative groups, the professional clergy and the
. rionastic orders. Meantime the membership of the church increased in numbers and in-
fluence until in 325 A. D. Christianity was rccognized by the State (22).

Adaptation and The gospel of Jesus, which was completely non—sacramental and purely
Compromise cthical had thus assinilated a body of ideas wholly alien to itseclf
but inherant in all natural religion. The influence of popular belief
in gpirite and demons and magic may be seen in the developmont of sacramentalism and
asceticism, In addition the need of coming to terms with the speculative philosophy
of the Greck and Roman world in order to meect the demands of respectability was ro-
spoasible for rmuch sterile theologizing as well as for somo substantial accomplish-

e G,

attitude toward The marked feature during this period was the decline of the hope
Present Order for the return of the Lord and the gradial transfromation of the
idea of the Kingdom of God and its identification with the Church,

There was an increasing conviction that existing conditions were static and imrmtable.
Salwvation thus became more and more an affair of the fubure life, Thore was no effort

. to heal the social wrongs or to improve the social order and tho Christian spirit of
love expressed itsolf chiofly in works of charity. Meantime the social and econonic
status of the members of the Church was beconing increasingly corplex and the church
itself nore worldly., With the appeoarance of Christian emperors now complications
arosc. The general principle agreed upon was that in all secular matters laity and
clergy alike rmst obey the emperor, btut in all spirtiual nmattors the law of the
church. The imperial power thus sccured protection and privilage for tho church , but
there was no idea of a Christian State (23).

Monasticisn It was chiofly in monasticism, according to Troeltsch (24), that the
prinitive ideal of the Gospel lived on. In its origin nonasticism is
& corplex phenonenon, but in its practical effect it was simply the sanctuary in-
which the early Christian idesl had taken rofuge. The monastery represented tho
intinate fellowship of thosc who were wholly committed to the Christian life,

The Fastern Churchos

Corresponding to the division of the Roman Empire in its lator yoars the
Church 2lso divided into an Eastern and a Western branch,

The Bastorn churches ropresented a continuation of the situation which fol-—
lowed the rccognition of the Church by the State. Inasrmuch as the Eastern Erpire
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not overthrown until 1453 the Church in that region was not jarred loose fron
corplacency. Its relation to the State was onc of compromise (25). Its cmphasis
upon ritual. To keep tho ancient symbols unchanged becane the paranount roligi-
duty. The defercnce for the past becans so great that little indepgendent think-
was done, lcast of all in theology (26). The chiof distinctive dovelopmont was
rocognition of ikons as aids to worsiip.

In sharp contrast with the Westorn Church there has been in the East no single

head, Instead there are to—day fourteen M"autocephnlous" bodies, of which the largest
is the Russian Church.

In Russia the Church has been at once the champion of the people and the up—

holder of the established order, Elsewhere it has been for the nost part the re-
ligious institution of oppressed peoples and its task has becn the preservation of

its

pebple and their culture in the face of hostile cultures(27?).
As in the West the Eastorn churches had also thelr nonasterics and their

celibate pricsthood. But thoy had also married priests, espocially in the village
parishes. The educational stanlards for thoir clergy wore not particularly high (28).

¥eo

dilasawal Catholileclsasn

The Dark Ages With the overthrow of the Roman Enpire in the West the Christian

Church becanc the custodian of the ancient learning. The barbarian

conquerors accepted the Gracco—Roman culfure as smperior to their om and with it

tho

Christian rcligion. Christian priests and nonks thus became the chiof inteorpro-

ters of the ancient culturc. During tho dark ages it was they chiefly who kmew the
arts of reading and writing and who had comnmand of the ancient languages. The nonas-—
tewies were likewiso tho chief repositorics of the ancient manmuscripts.

Tha

Territorial Church For about five hundred years the Church functioned in the

Wost as an adjunct of the State. It wons a poriod of eccle~

siastical vassalago in which the forcos of religion wero placed at tho service of

the

Statc in its tasks of civilization(29). In the Imperial poriod this meant thot

eltho the Church had noninally a single head it was actually divided into o Romen

znd

SRS
Paprl

a Gernman party.

uprenacy Fron the tonth century onward, however, the idea of a Universal
Church in opposition to the Territorial Church systen cane nore

&al nore to the fore, This idea of a Universal Church was closcly rclated to a ro-
vival of ascetic idealisn, which orphasized the suporiority of the spiritual over

the

temporal, the universal opiscopate of the Pope, and the impartation of grace

thru the seven sacranents. The unification of the Church was also furthcred by the
incroneing strength of the Latin nations and the bolief on the part of the Gernan
empcrovs that they could control the Pope and hawve his support in their om cfforts
at rcform (32). The ide of papal supremacy becane a reality under Grogory VII.(1073 -
1086), The powor of clecting the Pope was now taken out of the hands of the erperors
and kings and placed in the hands of tho cardnals. There arose the doctrine of papal
infallibility in questions of faith and norals and the bishops woere looked upon
nerely as representatives of the Pope.

Attitudo toward All during this poriod the Church had beon gaining in power andin-
Present Qrder fluence., As an ecclesiastical orfganization it wos overvhoelningly

conservative, It utilized the State and the ruling classes and be-

cane an integral part of the ocxisting social ordor, stabilizing it, helping to de~
ternmine it and beconing dependent upon it. It looked upon the sccular order as a
neans and a preoparation for the supernatural end of life,

KANSAS
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Monnsticisn Alongside of this conservative ecclesiasticism there was another ten-

dency, the radical religion represented in monassticism. In the monasg—
teries were those whose aim was personal perfection and union with God, those who
sought to live the holy life., Down thru the centuries the monasteries continued to
be snactuaries in which the thoro—going Christian ideal took refuge. Put in Roman
Catholicism the monasteries never gained the ascendancy which they won in Buddhism,
The ecclesiastical organization stéod in the way, and that organization was wise
enougl(l t? incorprate them into its structure and to control them by recognizing
them (31).

Mediaeval Sects In addition to the monasteries there were also, especially in the
later mediaval period, certain believers! groups, or sects, drawm

mainly from the underprivileged classes, who also took thelr religion in earnest
and sought after personal perfection and vnion with God, Whore the Church emphasiged
the ideca of grace and made it objective, something to be imparted automatically thru
the sacraments, these sects cmphasized the idea of subjective holiness. The Clmrch
was an institution into which men werc born and under whose miraculous influence
they were brought thru baptism. The Church reproscnted the cternal existence of th
God-Man, the oxtension of his incarnation, To its sacramental grace the pricst held
the koys. The sect on the other hand was a voluntary community whose members joined

. of thoir own free-will on the basis of a conscious oxperience of rcligion. The soct
made no attempt to educato the masses tut to selcoect out a group of the clect. In
contrast with the monasteries the seccts did not for the most part require celibacy
tut were built upon the family (32).

The point of departure for the debclopment of the mediaoval scects, according
tc Troctsch (33), wes the Gregorian roform. Gregory and his supportors had utilized
for thoir own purposcs the widespread popular agltation against tho abuscs of the
Lsmorial church, particularly the simony of the married clergy. Following the
abolition of the married clergy there was much confusion, Often thore was no one to
coaduct services. More than that, scepticism rogarding individual priests lod to
scepticism about the office of the priocst. Loy movements thereupon appearcd, After
the Grogorian reform had been established and its le-ders felt tolerably securc, they
severed their connection with tho democratic movoment, which for a time thoy had
sncouraged, and formulated terrible laws against heresy and against indepiondont
iay Christianity.

S&

. Among the seccts wvhich appeared about this time wore the Oathari, thoe Walden-
sians, the Flagellants, the Soccati, the Apostolic Brothren, the Spirituals and the
L ollards . The latter grew out of Wyclif's influence and were ropresented on the
continent by the Hussites, by the Moravians and by various pcasant uprisings. Francis
of Assisi was much influenced by the Waldensians and his movoment began as a scct,
It was however reccognized by the Church and used by it to win back the discontented.
Bvea so the Fronciscan Order remained vigorously oppesed to ccclesiasticism,

Roaon Catholiegism in the Modern Period

The Roman Catholic Church is to-day the largest and nost powerful recligioud
body in the world. Its strength lies chicfly in southern Buropo and in South Americs,
It remains still a unificd and disciplined and fincly trained organization which
ass its headquarters in Rome.

Following the Protestant deofection it has set its house in order and has
adapted itself &= with great wisdonm to the changing conditions of tho medern world.
Modern thought has not failod to registor within it, but its thoological and philo-
sophical position is cssentially that which Thomas Aquinas worked out in the thire
toonth century. Duc porhaps to tho draining off into Protestantism of its more radi-
cal,spirits, therc has boen surprisingly little change in its fundamontal positions,
and 1t still secks to control the thinking of its people,
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4 Protestantismn

Driving Forces The conditions under which the Protestant Reformation developed
in tho Roformation are very complex, We may however recognize three main driving

forces. In the first place there was the upsurge of deep religi-
ous thought and feeling represented by the sects, This had been dealt with very se-
vercly by the Gatholic Church and the repressive measures had increasod its explo-
sive power. In the sccond place therc was the growing enlightenment roprsented by
the Protestant Renaissance. The New World had been discovered, The printing press
had been invented. Moroc and morc men were learning to read, There was increasing
acquaintance with the writings of Greck and Roman thubkers and a growing tendency
%o think for onosclf. In the third place thore was increasing restlessness on the
part of the rulers of Buropean states under the attompts by the papacy to regulate
their affairs (34},

Martin Imthor Martin Imther, the leador of the Reformation represented all threc
tondenciocs. First of all he was a profoundly religious man. As a

young men he had passod thru a searching religious experience and religion for him

was no merc acceptance of traditional beliefs, but something real alnd genuine and
croative. Thore was in him a deop pictistic strain. He was also a ropresentative
nf the onlightonment of his time. He was a master of Latin and Grock and Hebrew.

. s was worsoed in the ancient sources and acquainted with current thought(35). And

35) McGiffert (Protostant Thought bofore Kant, pp. 20 £f.) holds that Luthor was
singularly untouched by tho intellcctual curronts of the day. His genius, he says,
was vholly practical and his great work was accomplished in the religious spherc.

tt.cn he felt himsolf under obligations to the Elector and to othors of the national-
1.% leaders and he wes sympathotic to their point of views

Iuther was characteristicelly independent in his thinking and quick to attack
oxisting ovils wherever he found thom, but ho was no mere fault-finder and no con=
siitutional reformer. At the time he posted his famous thescs on the door of the
Ghurch in Wittenberg he had no thought of doing anything rovolutionary. His only
thought was to challongo what sceomed to him a simple and manifest abuse . He was
at that time the outstanding preoacher in the country round about, He was an idolized
teachor in his Univorsity. He was also a rusician, something of a poct, a clear and

. vigorous thinker vwho lkmow how to oxpress his thought in racy and picturesque lan-
zuaze, and o warm, vivid colorful poerson who followed with unsworing fidolity the
voice of conscience and reason, When the storm broke he did not shrink back but
stuck to his guns and then gave himsclf with unromitting zcal to the task of think—
ing thru and re-stating the implications of tho Christian faith for the men of his
tinma,

Inther's Theology Contral in Iuther's theology was the doctrine of justification by

faith. Grace was for him no miraculous, mystical substance %o be
imparted thru tho sacraments, but a matter of inner attitude., The vhole idea of
mediation thru a hierarchy wns swept away and the doctrine of the priesthood of all
beliovers came to the foro, New significance was given to tho idsa of "vocation! or
fealling. " Religious dovotion was to cxpressed in the work of the world rather than
in monastic meditation. And the source of authority in religion was to be found not
in a hiorechy but in the holy Scripturcs interpreted by the individual,

Iutherls In his social and cconomic outlook Luther wns essentially conserva-
Social Outlook tiwve, He belicved in order and in control., 4t times he broke out in
violent invective against the princes ond magistrates, but he held
thot the powers that be arc ordained of God and that is a duty to obey the govern-
ncnte Down to the prescnt day the motto of Iutheranism has boen "Piety within the
established order." Typical of Luther's social attitude was his strong opposition %o
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« the Anabaptist movement and to the peasant uprisings. It is no accident that in
Burope the Imtheran Church is a State church, supported by public taxation. Luther's
own relationships with the Germen rulers of his time will account for it, But the
church!s dependence upon the state has accentuated its conservative attitude, It
has had to live at peace with the ruling class. For this resson it has hallowed the
virtues of obedience, reveronce and respect for authority and its tondoncy has been
to alleviate rathor than to ro-peoato in all that has to do with social well-being(36)

Calvinism The cultural significance of the Reformation may be secn even more cloar-
ly in Calvinism than in Iutheranism, Calvinism in its beglnnings was
closely associated with Iutheranism, The Swiss reformers Melanchthon and Zwingli
were closcly associated with Iuther and Calvin was a great admirer of his, But thoy
ropresented a different combination of tendencies. They were primarily representa-
tives of the Renaissanco, They were also associated with free industrial enterpriso.
Their viewpoint was thus that of tho trader-class where Iuther was more agrarian
in his outlook, And their pietistic tendoncies were less in evidence, From the be—
ginning Calvinism was thus a middle-class, urban movement, bolieving firmly in the
gospel of enlightenmont and hard-work.

The Sovercignty John Calvin's idea of God wes in many ways similar to the Jahwe of
of God the OLd Testament. God for him was absolute sovercign Will and the

. end of lifc was to croate a community in which the glory of God
could be realized. The doctrine of predestination, so commonly regarded as distine—
tive of Calvinism, is really a corollary of his toaching rcgerding the sovercignty
of God, It was neithor determinism nopr fatalism, but rather an expression of the
faith that God is all-wise and all-powerful and that tho believer has nothing to
fear. It was also an interpretation of the stubborn unresponsivencss and intracti-
bility of the non—believing world.(37)

Productivity Even more than Iuther Calvin exalted the conccption of calling and
raised the daily work to the lewvel of a relizious duty. From being a

means to provide for material needs, worlk now became an end in itsclf, providing
scope for the exercisc of faith., It thus gave rise to the ideal of work for work's
gako which has undorgirded the modern bourgeois way of life, More than this, Calvin
was convinced that the Christian spirit could express itself and maintain its oxis-
tonce within a society which was based upon a money oconomy, itrade and industry.
Unlike Imther, Calvin did not hark back to the agrarian, patriarchal way of life,
He rojectod the prohibition of usury and supported the theoxy of monoy and credit.

. For him there was an irmeor cowmection between cconomic progress and moral olovation.
Capitalism thus became inorporated into the Calvinistic othic all over the world.
Once incorporated capitalism produced rosults which increased its pover (28).

For the most part Calvinism has found cxprossion in frec churches. Its Scotch
ropresontative is to-day tax-supported, so also the Dutch. Its groatest development
has boen in Worth America,

Pictism The term Y"Pictism" is here uscd to designate those groups, recrulted

chiefly from the under—privilaged, which are radically mystical in their
emphasis, Like the Catholic monastic orders and the socts of the late nediaeval
period they represcnt the out-cropping of the spontancuous religious forvor of the
people. Groups of this type have already beon studied. It is only necessary at this
point to call attontion to the fact that they have beon ruch in evidence in European
Protestantisn., The Anabaptist movenont, which begen in Imther's time, has continued
undoer various forms. The Moravians, tho Mennonites, the Quakers all belong to the
sane household, So also do the Mcthodists,

All of these groups under Protestatisn arc characterized by their insistence
upon the Biblo as the source of reoligious authority, by their faith in the promptings
of the Holy Spirit, by their opposition to ccclesinsticism ond sacerdotalism, and by
tholr insistence upon holy living,
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All of theso groups have begun as informal believers'! groups and have striven
earnestly to maintain the mystical emphasis, They have however shown the same ten—
dency toward institutionalization which we have already examined. Some of them have
perpetuated their fellowship by withdrawing into self-sustaining communitics of
their own where they have sought to realize the ideals of Christian brotherhood witl -
in thoir own fellowship. These zroups have often instituted a strict discipline and
in some cases they dress in a distinctive garb,

Summary There secms bo be ample justification for saying that Iuther and his
fellow reformers made a contribution of cnormous importznce to the build-
ing of modern civilization., They swept away the accumilated impedimenta of the cen-
turics and returnod to the essentials of the Hebrew religion. They opened the doors
of the monasterics and directed religious zcal into the work of the world, They
opened the Bible and placed the responsibility for interpreting it upon the enlizhtend
conscicnce of the individual, They sanctified marriago and found their ideal of the
holy 1life in the Christian home. They still sought salvation in a future life, but
they so intorprotod the doctrine of immortality as to enable them to defy tho estab-
lished order and seck to romske 1t. Even the sublimated magic of the sacraments was
in large necasure disponsecd with. Certain sacraments werr still observed, but they
were rogarded morec or less as outward symbols of inward grace. It is not necessary
to oversimplify the complexity of the forces involved in the development of the
modern ago o rocogbize the importance of these accomplishmonts, Without them that
developnent could hardly kave teken place. The Reformation therefors laid the foun-
dations of a culturc in which popular cducation, thrift, honesty and personal initia-
tive madc possible the vast industrial and scientific structure of the Western World.

Re ferences

Weber, Mox, Gosammelte Aufsaetze zur Ro]igionssoziologie, Tucbingen, J.C.B.Mohr,
1523, 3 vols,

1) By 1: 2)ime B gf s DNee niapioEsife N A)l e 2208 ) 3: 1100 fF,

6) 33 305; 7) 3% 281 f£f,; 8) 31 291; 9) 3+ 306 ff,; 10) 3: 327 ff,
11) B2 537 f£fis  1g2) 5t S84 ©f, 1%) 51560 f£f, T4) 33 V6 £l

15) 3t 357 ff.; 19) 1¢ 63 31) 2% 3587 38) 1t 88 £f,

Prdltsch, Ernst; Social Teaching of the Christian Churches, New York, Macmillen
& Co, 1931, 2 vblumes. (Dic Soziallchron dor christlichen Xirchen und Gruppen,
1911, transl., by Olive Wyon).

20) 1% 39 -69; 21) 1: 69 ff,; 22) 1: 89 ff.; 23) 1) 145 £,

o4). 13 182 f£F.:  95) 1P 21z £, 29) 1y #lBier, =0) 1: 225
N L 33) 13 349 ££,; 35) 2% 467 ff,; 36) 2¢ 561
7} 2L @6 ff.; B3] Pi 691 fE,

UeGiffort, Arthur C. Protestant Thought before Kant, New York, Scribmers, 1911,26lpp.
34) 9 - 193 35) 20 ff.; 37?) 61 ff.

f.

Hy

McGiffert, Arthur C., History of Christian Thought, New York, Scribners, 1832,
2 volumes, 772 po.)

26) De 33L.

Fricss and Schnoider, Religion in Various Culturcs, New York, Honry Holt & Co. 1932.
(xxii and 586 pp.)
27) p. 335 28) 350,

Boisen, Exploration of the Inner World, Chieago, Willett and Clark, 1936 (xd ani1322 pp)
16) chapter 4,

Schwei tzer, Albort, Quest of tho Historical Jesus,London, Adam & Chas. Black, 1911. |
17) ppe 356 = 395,

www.kansasmemory.org/item/223252 ~ Page 408/460
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Anton T. Boisen papers

CEARAOTERISTION or TIPIOAL ANERIOAN CEVECEES

Boistn 1941
TRANSPLANTED NAPIONAL QEURCERS PRANSPLANTED FREE CEURCHEERS INDIGRENOUS CHURCHES
STATUS UBOHAWOED | STATUS ALTERID | DNPELLEOTUALIS? DOGUATIST? EVANIELISTIO SOMATEAL EEPORMIST MTETICAL ADTENTIST THERAFEUTIO
EPS? ERPER* | Bomgn Oatholie |(Protestant Epls- | Missouri Synod | Congregetionsl | Eaformed Prealy- i Assezblies of Jebovah's Wit- | Coristisn
EENEATIVE copal latheran terian Christ God nesdes Sclence

HIBTORIOAL A world-wids or- | The satablished | Ths .Ii::l;:m 4n English body | A Scoteh-Irish | 4n English body | A Gormam breach | An sdaptation to |The largest and |The most astive |The largest of
clreh T~

ANTEORDEN?S | Emadzation cem~ | Okurch of Eng- which Becams the | peals-ainging which recroited | of the snabep- frontier condi- |fastest-growing |and distimotive |the healing
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PhEsEeT mount, Inclined | clined to wup— | tablished order, | vorsble to so- | om preserving | bettorment. Withdraml iatc |forable to social|tion in face of |imminmt.Befusal |forent to social

ORDER to Bupport port status quo. | Intemt om pre- | clal change. group imtegrity. communi ties of changs . dmminent return |to fight or to |probless,
statos Quo. serving caltural its om. of the Lord. suluts flag.

heritage.

srempazwess | Priests & momks. | Layssn & clergy | Members from la- | Laymen ascendant . Msshership A1l classes well | Ohiefly farmers |All classes well chlef- chiefly| &

TiwE OLASS rebdp from | oz equal footing] ter Cermen lmnd- | Members from midy largely rurel. represanted. & small trades- |reproscated. 1y from under- froa mderprivi= | plddle=class
all olasses, Un- | Members from mid{ gration of rural | dle & upper ur- Strong in coun- | men of derwan Btrong in coun~ |privileged clas- |leges claases. ‘cona titumcy
derprivileged 1% & upper ur- | artisan & tredes ban olasdes. In- try as woll as descmt. try & olty. sen.
urban classes ban Btrata. =an classed, tellectualist odty.
well-represented | Monied aristos- ‘aristooTncy

racy promineat. prominent.

f— he Bible as in- | Widely divergent| A literally in- | Tested experi- | A literally in- | Stress om per- | & Literally in- |Somswhat divided.|A literally in- |A Literslly in- |The Bible s in-

& terprated by the | viewm -:::r:‘ mmﬂn. :::“:Mﬂm ;{:m m:_‘u. nonal mw‘-ﬂ;’l‘ lm.o; spired Bible & |spired Bidle & |terpreted iy
Blereraly, Eotier - atress on Tppo sathority | sxperisce leoding promptings of | presemt-dsy reve-|lrs. Bady.

RELIGTO08 7 %o orgemita- | present-day io- | od 4 findings | demanded for | desce. Opem- the Boly Spirit. Holy Spirit, 1ation,

ticm. tion. . all church pro- towerd

Toity of Jewus; | Diversities of | Bigldly Tonds- | Somewhat nebu- | Bigifly Funda- I Divided. 1t ok Wiza,
lewa, mantalist. taliefs w.apecial| belisfs w.apecisll
& of saints. #tress on Holy strens on deity
Boms belief in Spirit. of Jesus & his
- retum,

ADTRORITY
QoNOEPT
oF TER
SUPEEETMAN

Balvation in fu-| Pervozal 4 so- | Personal plety | Personal & so- | Foture salvation | Perscnal & so- | Future Salvatlon |p.rgona) 4 socisl|Perscnal salva- |2s frem a Fenoetor mindy
gnrm ture 1ife, Holy | clal Tegemerse | & future salva- | clal regeners- | thru right liv- ﬁm regeneration. tion thru drsze- pmmmm.
L
8
or
GRIO
uETHODS
o

1ife in present | tion. Magnifice-| tiom. tlon. ing in present. . & brothariood tic transforma-
thru tion of beanty. EES et azan tion of charac-
world, Lo ter,
Bacresents work- | Much stress on | Faith & right dised intuny Old Faith, industry, |Baptism by imser-| 4 |Taimm, Taith, medite-
ing "ex opers sacTaments. Be- | living in pres- | pline L sxphasis giving | obedimmce to sion still re= sscetic, Sponicing of gospel. Iittlg tiom.
operato,”® Pen- | liglous sesem- | emt. Belief in P way %o educa- church disci= quired, Bsphasis | with toogues re- |stress on comwn
ance,Holy life | blage re- tlomnal. pling. otherwise educe- | aired. Ban on | worship.
Ahra oelibecy & | common worship. | Sained. stressed in Te- ticual, worldly amuse-
monasticinm. 1iglous meeting. mente.
Amdgration| Birth-rate low, | High birth-rate.| Birth-rate low, bdgh, | High | High 3 fair- | Chiefly thre Taru personal Porsonal svange-
&ngnmun. mambers Training 1n pa- | Somewhat depen~ | o other sources, sveagelistic Mo other source. | 1y bigh. Pre- ovangelistie ssm| visiting 4 die- | liss,
spomrrmee | Trainisg dn pa- | drewm from other| richisl schools.| dent upon trane-| Losing ground. | cespeigem. tracted mestings | padgns. trituting of
rochial schools. | bodiss thm so- fors from other much nsed in 1iteraturs.
clal interests. charches, past.
AT Highly trained. | Oollego & semi- | Jollege & sexi- | Collegn & semi- | College & Semi- | Untralsed men | Mostly a self- | Untrained men Special colls & |¥o regular minis] Mostly lay
oF OLERST BATT. BATY. DATF. nArys formerly or- supporting lay merp used. Ool- | group enderse- tore. readors
dadned, Btandard| minietry. logs training ment. healers.
mow higher, nom the ruls,
TerEROEURGE | Mgidly forbdd- | Limited by Ye- Bigidly nom-co- | Eagerly oo-ope- | Bomewhat aleoof, | OQo-operative Moof & self- Co~oporative. Sometines ig= Aloof. Moof.
ARLATIONS dem, quirement of e= | cperatim. rative. wufficient. nored by estab-
plscopal ordina- lished churches.
tlom.
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g THE AMEZRICGCAN EXPERIMENT Beison
1942
‘ A saliont feature of American Christianity is the nunber and diversity of its

constituont bodies, Unlike most Buropcan countries it has no ostablished church and
the right to worship in accordance with the dictates of the individual conscience
has given risc to a rultiplicity of churches and sects, Not only have the many ra—
cial groups which make up this nation brought with them their own churches, but new
sects have appeared in considerable number, To a remarkable degrec thercfore the re—
ligious propensitics of our pcople have becn froc to oxpress themsclves and to run
thelr own course, no matter how unusual or bizarro the form they might assume. The
result has been an oxporinent in variation and selection of greatest interest to

the student of religion,

This chapter will atterpt to take stock of that experiment, It will try to dis-
cover the significant tendencies rcpresconted anid this diversity of form. It will
then considor the social significance of the distinctive characteristics .of cortain
typical Christian churches, The accompanying chart gives the findings in schematic
forn, ~ . Only white churches are herc included,
not becanse we are uninterested in ‘bho Negro churches, but because the latter call
for special consideration.

It will of course bo understood that tho charactoristics here given cannot

protend to do justice to the complexitics involved. The ain was to set down what

. seoned to be the central and distinctive traits and tendeoncies.together with cer—
tain related factors.

HISTORICAL  SETTING

According to the Religious Census of 1936 there are in the United States of
Ancrica 218 churches and sccts. Of these 125 were brought herc fron across the ocean
and 93 nay bo called indigenous., By far the groater nunmber have thus boen irported
fron Europe., In tho matter of membership tho contrast is rmch greater, Of the indige-
nous bodies only one, the Disciples of Christ, has more than a million members, and
the total for the 93 bodies is not rmich over 3,000,000 as comparcd with 36,000,000 ()

1) These figurcs are for persons over 13 years of age,Tho Jews are not included.

And even in tho case of thosc bodies which originated herc it is important to recog-
nize how closely related they are to tho imported groups. In this attermpt to consider

. the characteristics of our 4merican churches I have thorefore begun with the church
in its historical sotting. The following types have thon beon distinguishod:

I. Internationalist.

The Roman Catholic Church with its membership of more than 12,000,000 is the
one representative, It is a world-wide orgonization with a single heod, the Pope,
who resides in Rome and rules by virtue of tho divine right which is attributed to
hin, It was brought to this country by difforent national groups, notably the Irish,
the Anstrians and southern Germans, the Italians, the Poles, the Fronch Canadians
and the Mexicans,

II. Trangplanted National Churches,

Sone 34 bodies with an aggrogate membership of more than 4,500,000 represent
establishod (i, e, tax-supported) national churches in Furope. Anong these we nay
distinguish two types: X

1. Thosc vhosc social status is unaltorcd. The Episcopal Church is hers tho bost
representative, While no longer tax-supported it was tronsplanted into a kindred
culture, The monied aris tocracy is well=-ropresented in its menbership and it gots
nany now nenbers thru the drawing power of social prestige.
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2, Those whose status has been changed, The lutheran Church is the best repre-
sentative, It was transplanted into an alien cul ture, More than that it came in with
a later stream of migration and it was made up largely of artisans, farmers and
small tradesmen, This has been particularly true of the Missourl Synod and of the
Scandinavian bodies, The Dutch Reformed, altho it has been the established church
of Holland, seems to have closer affinities with the other Calvinistic bodies and

to belong rather among the free churches.

I11, Trangplanted Free Churches

Eighty seven of the churches listed in the 1936 Census with a total membership
of more than 15,000,000 belong in this group. Inasmuch as these churches list as
members only those who join of their own accord and who maintain thelr interest in
the church, these figures do not do justice to the relatiwve strength of this group
as compared with the Catholic and Lutheran groups., Within this group we may dis-
tinguish the following dominant interests or tendencies:

1. Intellectualist. The Congregational Church is perhaps the best representative.
In the old country it was a non—comformist group and was overshadowed by the Church
of England,., In this country it became the established church of early New England.
As such it was able to give expression to a faith in education characteristic of
Protestantism which it has reprosented to an unusual degree. It founded the first

. college in the new world and many othors thereafter, It also cstablished schools
for popular education. It is to be noted that the two splits in the Congregational
Church resulted in radically liberal bodiess The reforence here is to tho Unitarian
and the Universalist churches, theo one being the intellectualist and the other the
popular form of the same movement, The Congregational Church to-day is pretty
s0lidly committed to the liberal point of view.

2. Dogmatist. The Presbyterian Chmrch has shared the Congrogational Church!s faith
in oducation and has been scarcely less active in the founding of schools and col-
logese. It has howver beon morc concerned about correctness of doctrine. Six of its
nine sub~divisions have growwn out of the demand for scriptursl authority for all
church procedures and articles of faith. In goneral the church bodies which have
emerged from the Presbytorian Church have been char.cterized by strong resistance
to change and great concern for the letter of the law, while the mein body reopre~
sonts the more liberal point of view. This change-resisting, legalistic tendoney,
based upon the - view that the Bible is the literally inspired Word of God 1s wide-
spread in our American churches. &n extreme representative is the Synod of the Re-

. fornod Prosbyterian Church of North America, a small body which sings only the
Psalms of David and permits no instrumental in its services of worship and is at
the sane timo rigid in it2 rogquirecment of college and seminary training for its
ministers. Its rofusal to allow its members to vote or sit in juries or swear to
support the Constitution of the United Statos id a carry-over of its "como—-outer”
atttiude in the old country,

3. Evangelistic. This omphasis has been best represented in the Methodist Church.
This church, like tho Congrogational and Boptist churches was an English Non~con-
formist body. In this country it adapted itsclf to pioneer conditions and met the
nceds of the common people. Thru its revival mectings it cultivated dramatic types
of religious experience and nost of its menbership was rocruited in this country.
It is significant that of its nine sub-types, not one was dotermined by doctrinal
considerations but rather on the basis of differcnces regarding orzenization,
slave—holding and typo of religlous experience. The latter has been the most fre-
quent issue and most of the bodies which have emerged from the Methodist Church
have becn made up of persons who folt that the main bedy was getting too worldly
and who sought nore dramatic expression for thelr religious feclings,

The powerful Baptist Church, like the Mcthodist, early adapted itself to pho-—
neer conditions and nade wide and vigorous usc of the rivaval nceting, Its subpdi-
viding has however beocn largely on issucs of doctrine,
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4, Commmal. This emphasis is best represented by the Mennonites, a pletistic
body, chiefly Germen in origin, which believes profoundly in the leading of the
Holy Spirit and has sought to work out the principles of Christian brotherhood in
communities of its owns The severc discipline and the requirement of distinctive
dress. and other evidences of scparateness has becn a chief factor in its much sub=-
dividing and accounts for the fact that this group is now 8355 rurals. The Society

of Friends, the Dunkors, the Moravians and tho Plymouth Brothren arc related groups,
all arising out of the Buropcan Piotistic movement.

IV. Indigenous Bodios

In classifying 125 churches as impartations from the old world it 1s not to
be assuned that cach one has its counterpart in Furopo. Such is far from tho case.
The number has been greatly incrcased in the process of transplantation. Tho Ger—
man Lutheran Church, for eoxample, is represented by three distinet bodies, each
ropresenting a different generation of immigrants, with the most rccent the most
conservative (Douglas and Brunner, The Protestant Church as a Social Institution,
New York, Harpers, 1935 ~ xv and 368 pps = ps 24). Among these threc bodies theore
is little co~operation. The twe Scotch~Irish psalm-singing Presbyterian churches
brought to this country in the eighteonth century are now ropresonted in Amorica
by five bodics. The sub=divisions rcpresent differcnt stroans of immigration and

. rofloct the difficulties of getting addapted to the new conditions. The story of
their formation has already bren considercd.

A most important factor, from the standpoint of this study, is the fact
that in many of the imported churches a major concern has been the preservation
of the group integrity against new customs and attitudes. Thoy werc intent upon
preserving thelr own culture and were not ready to giwve thomsolves whole-heartedly
to noy situations and to new and larger loyalties. Thoy were looking backward
rather than forward. Hence the strong resistance to change which characterizes
theny New bodics formed on thmis basis I have not regarded as indigenous. I an
concerned here with new formations which reprosent attompts to meet new conditions.
Anong these we may distinguish the following types:

1ls Refornist Movenents. The Unitarians, the Universalists and the Disciples of
Christ represcnt this tendency. Tho Unitarians undor the leadorship of Channing,
Parker and others went somevhat too fast for the main body of the Congregational
Church and wore disowned., The Universalists represented a popular rcbellion agzainst

. the old Celvinistic doctrine of pre~destination, Neither group,howorcg. over won a
large following. The Disciples on the other hand under the leadership of Thonas
and Alexander Campbell won a wide following. Their appcal was for conmon sense as
against the emotionalisn of the Mothodists and for Christian unity as against the
divisiveness of the Prosbyterians and Bgptists. Their following was chiefly in the
Middle West and the noverment was essentially an adaptation to frontior conditions.
The Unitarians represented an adaptation to the frontiers of knowlcege.

2+ Mystical Cults. While not large in its agzregate membership this group is to-
day the Tastest~growing of our American churches and socts. It 1s represented by
more than forty bodies with a total membership of more than 700,000 (2). A nurber

2) Tho 1936 Census figures rst be accepted with rmuch caution., They are based on-—
tirely on roturns from individual churchos and these returns were incomplete, even
for the well-orgonized churches. In the case of the loosely organized Holiness

groups there will be a far greater orror. The actual numbers will be considerably
greater,

of these are off-shoots of the Mothodist Church and clain, not without reason, to
be what the Methodist Thurch was a hundred years 2gos Their rapid growth cannotbe
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accounted for by any one factor but, as we have seen, it has attended the economic
depression and it seems to represent the spontane’ous attempt to meet the strains

of shared distress on the part of those strata of socicty uwpon whom these strains
have fallen most heavily (chapter 4, ppe 9 ff.)e The Pentecostal and Holiness sects
are made up of people who are taking their religion in earnest. They are conserva-
tive in their theology, radical in theilr religious faith. The Asscmblies of God is *n-
the largest and fastest growing of these bodies. It has a membership of about
200,000, '

3s Adventist Oults. Jchovah's Witnesses is to-day the most active of these groups,
This is a body of porhaps 100,000 members which lays little stress on common worship
tut engages in vigorous missionary activity. These people regard the present order
as evil beyond repair and their aim is to save souls from a perishing world. The
Seventh Doy Adventists arc an older organization which is now more or less respecte.
able. Bxpoctations of the Second Coning are prominent in many other bodies, particu-
larly in the mystical cults.

4., Healing Cults, The practice of faith healing is found in many of the Hollness

cultse Tho out-standing ropresentative is however the Christian Science Church.

Their membership is close to 200,000, They are mostly a middle-closs, white collar

group who aro concerned with the solution of personal ills tc the neglect of social
. oevils. Unity, New Thought, Divine Science aro other groups of kindred type.

ATTITUDE TOWARD THE PRESENT ORDER

Six difforent attitudes toward the social order may be distinguished among
Anerican churches:

1. Institutional Interests Paramounte It is probably not unfalr to give this as
the attitude of the Roman Catholic Church. Tho hierarchy is vigilantly watchful of
all that goes on in the social order but it seldom interferos except as the intorests
of the church are affoctod. This follows from tho view that it is the one true "ark
of salwvation" for a future life, It has therefore little faith in social change

and it is unwilling to Join hands with other churches for the common good.

2» NoneInterference. This has beon the characteristic attitude of the Imtheran
Churchs Its motto has boen "Picty within the established order." As a national
church theoy have long becn accustomed to live at peace with tho state under the doc—
. trine that politics is none of their business, This attitude has been characteristic
of American Lutherans. As a body they have nover interfored in American politics.
Such an attitude has made for peaceable rolations with tholr neighbors and has at
the same time helped them to maintoin thelr cultural heritagoe in the now surroundings.
This attitude has also characterized thosc communal groups whosc aim has been
to make the principles of Christian brotherhood effective within corrmnitiocs of
their om, With them it has takon the fornm of the doctrine of non-rosistence
and reoprosents a lessor learned from futile attempts at rcebellion (Wetuhr, Social
Sources of Donominationalism, p. 5240

3. Indifference. This attitude diffors from that of "non-interferenceY in that

it ariscs not so much out of doctrinal rationalization of a delicate situation as
out of a spocial intercst and amphasis, The Christian Scicnee Church is a good exam—
ple. In their effort to secure peace of nind they show little concern about changing
social conditions. Indiffercnce to social proploms is likewise found in groups which
arc intent on saving souls and therefore focus their attempt upon individual totie
noglect of social salwation.

4, Possinisn. This attitude is best roprosonted in the Adventist groups. They
arc very much concerned about the present order, but they look upon it as bad end
due to get worse and worse until the Lord returns in glory. Efforts to irprove it
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& are therefore worthless. They seek only to save souls as brands from the burning.

5. Defiance. The older Calvinists also looked upon the present order as bad. Man
was totally depraved and needed to be re-~born; so also the present order. But they
proposed to do something about it and they set out to make the world over. Among
the clmrches of America to—-day there are no conspicuous representatives of this at~
titude. The outstanding represcntatives of Calvinism are the churches which did
most toward the making of the nation. They are to-day well—established and strong
and their attitude is rather that of

6. Discriminating acceptance. This is the attitude of an intelligent, well~mean-
ing ruling class. It is also the attitude of any truly democratic sociecty. It is
the attitude of the majority of the old-~line American churches,

REPRESENTATIVE CLASS

Our assumption here is Weber's proposition that the differont rcligions are
represented most distinctively by certain strata and that the social situation of
the ropresentative group has much influence upon its beliefs (chapter X. p. 2%
Wober, ope. cite 1¢ 238 ff.). For American Christianity thore will bo four series
of contrasts to be taken into account’ Clergy ==-- Laitys; 2. WNative —=-- Foreign;
. 3. Ruling-class --— under-privileged; 4. Urban — Rural.

1, Olergy — Laity. At one end of the scale stands the Roman Oatholic Church. Here
we seo an organized hicrarchy with priests and monks as the holy group and a Pope
who rules by divine right. The interpretation of the sacred book is left entirely
to the hierarchy, so also the means of grace., The laity are merely objects of their
ministrations and have nothing whatscever to say regarding religious beliefs or
ecclesiastical polity. In the Episcopal Church the belief in tho Apostolic Succes-
sion is retained., Thoir clergy are priests, set apart and endued with power by vir—
tue of thelr office, but laymen arc given a voice in the affairs of the church, more
or less on an even footing with the clergy. In the Congregational, Presbyterian,
Methodist and Baptist churches the ministers are not thought of as having any spe—
cial power becamse of their office but only because of special training and equip—
ment. Some smaller bodies, like the Monnonites, the Primitive Baptists and the
carly Frionds have refused to recognize any professional clergy.

2, Mative —~ Poreign. The contrast hore is between those who have set the patterns
of American culture and the lator arrivals who are not rendy to be assimilated into

. that culture, For the most part tho unassimilated groups spcak a forelgn language
and their churches have constituted themselves, sometimes unwittingly, agencies for
the perpetuation of the imported culturcs and the langunages with which they are as—
sociated. But even groups vhich speak tho English language, as in tho case of the
Scotch~Irish psalm-singers, may show considerable resistance to the process of as-
sinilation.

3« BRuling-Class = Under—privileged. There is ruch difference among our churches
as rogards the soclal strata of which their congregations are composed. Many loeal
churches have in fact somevhat the scmblance of a social club. Weber holds that the
club is an institution distinctive of American life and oxpleins it as an outgrowth
of the Protestant scct (op. cit. 1% 207 ff.) However that may be a considerable
degreec of social stratification is likely to bo representod by the churches of a
conrmnity, The Episcopal Church is madoup largely of the middle and upper classes
with a strong representation of the well-to-do, The Congregationalists and Presby—
terians are likewlse composed largely of upper and niddle class families with an
especially good roprescntation of the professional and business classes, The Metho—
dists have all classes woll-represonted, so also do tho Baptists, The Holiness and
Pentecostal sects draw chiefly fron the under~privileged. The Roman Catholic Chmrch,
which is the loast dorocratic so far as control and organization are concorned, is
the nost democratic in the make=up of its congregations. In its mombership there is
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a heavy ropresentation of the more recent population strata and of the under-privi-
legod groups and in its churches people of all classes worship together.

4, Rural — Urban , This contrast may =mppear in local rather than in ecclesiasti~
cal organization. Country people not infrequently prefer a church of their own rather
then a church of the same denomination in town. There are however considerable dif=
ferences among the denominations in the matter of rural representation. The Episco-
pal Church thus has less than 15% of its membership in town of less than 2,500 in-
habitants. In the case of the Presbyterians the rural representation is 29%, of the
Congrezationalists 35%, of the Methodists 456 and of the Baptists 53%. It is obvious
that a denomination with a strong rural representation is in a far more healthy state
than one which is heavily urban, This follows from the fact that the middle and up-
per classes classes in the cities are not reproducing themselves. The surplus popu-
lation comes from the countrye The fact that 80% of the Roman Catholic memborship
is urban may be taken as an indication that the United States is likely to romain
a Protestant country, except for the fact that the urbon strata from which the
Oatholic Church draws most heavily ias ‘a Rigw bMirtherata..

Some religious bodies, such as the Christian Scientists and the Unitarians
arc almost entirely urban.

SOURCES OF RELIGIOUS AUTEORITY

. Two chief issues are involved among American churches in tho matter of religi=-
ous authority. One has to do with the attitude toward the Bible as the sacred book.
The other has to do with present-day divine guidence.

As regords the Bible there are three clear—cut positions:

1. The Bible is accepted as the literally inspired revelation of God, but its in-

torprotation is left entirely to the priestly class. This is the Romon Catholic
position,

2., The Bible is likewise accepted as the 7'divinuly inspired Word of God, but its
interprotation is entrusted to the enlightened conscionce of the individual. This
was the position of the old reformers and is still the position of orthodox Protes-—
tants, which moans about three fourths of the Protestant membership.

3, The Bible is looked upon as the record of the rcligious expericnce of the Ho-
brew people and religious authority is soight in the tested experionce of the pres-
ont, This is the position of the liberal Protestant. The prosent—day liberal Chris-

. tian thus accepts the findings of modern sclonce and secks to makc use of its
nethods in the domadn of religlous experience itself.

As rogards divine guidance the contrast is botween

1. thosc groups which make little provision for its cultivation and take little
account of it in the conduct of life; and

2. those that place great recliance upon the leading of the Holy Spirit and upon
the validity of those experionces to which we give the name of Mmystical."

It is to be noted that tho effoct of mystical expericnce is vory frequently
the re —inforcemont of traditional authority. This is particularly apt to be the
case when tho expericnce has beon induced within a social matrix and where it fol-
lows accepted patterns, In such cases it serves usually to give emotional valida-—
tion to the beliefs and practices which before had sccmed dry and profitloss, For
this roason we find that those sects which go in for radical mysticism are usually
conservative in their theology. For the same roason the Roman Catholbc Church has
boen able to encourage and, within the limits of its systom, support its mystice.

Mystical experiocnces may howover bring new insights and oven result in breaks
with the culture pattorns of the time, This was the case with the great Hebrew pro-—
phets, with Paul, with Goorge Fox and others, Where the broak goes too far, the in-
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dividual may be segregated in a mental hospital, This is not likely to happon, how—
ever, no matter how bizarre the beliefs, if he succecds in getting a following ( chap~
ter 4, p. 11 £f,). Our Fathor Divines.are loft to their own devices,

CONCEPTS OF THE SUPERHUMAN

Amid the wide variety of beliefs regarding the superhuman we may distinguish
three major issues which hawve figured in the more important cleavages: 1) the wor—
ship of the Virgin Mary and of the saints, 2) the belief in the deity of Jesus,

3) the belief in the porsonality of God. Thers are accordingly four positions rep—
resented among our American churches:

1. Among the Roman Catholics there is something in the nature of a pantheon. Not
only do thoy believe in the deity of Jesus but they worship the Virgin and the
saints. There is also among them not a little belief in demons,

2. Among orthodox Protestants there is no worship of the Virgin or of the saints
Tt the deity of Jesus is a cardinal doctrine, Probably three fourths of our Ameri-
can Protestants thus believe in his virzin birth, in his vicarious atonement, in
his resurrcction and in his promised return in glory.

%e Among liberal Protestants Jesus is accepted as the supreme revelation of a God
. ¢f love, who is thought of as personal, Jesus is divine, but that divinity consists

in the full manifostation of possibilities presont in all men, He has thus set the

norms by which thoy judge themselves and has given direction to Western culturcs

4, The fourth position is that of agnosticism with roference to the personality
of God, God, it is said, is man=made. As a frank religious belief this is held by
a relatively small group, chiefly at our educational centers, but 1t is roflected
in the increcasing nobulousness of the belicfs of liberal Christians.

THE CHIZF END OF LIFE

Three major positions are found among our American churches and several sub-
typessz

I Porsonal Salvation in a Future Life.

l. Thru escape from the world. The extreme positien is that of the Roman
Oatholic Church, Hore religious zeal is directed into monasteries and celibacy

. is regarded as essentisl to the holy life, It is required of both priests and
nonks, The monastic discipline stresses pryacr and contemplation. There are
elaborate concepts of the future world with a purgatory which is the interme-
diate stoge between heaven and holl. It is a place of purification and prepa-
ration, and masses are said for the souls of the dead,

2, Thru the miraculous transformation of the world upon the return of the
Lord, The individual is called upon to cscape from the wrath to come thru

the acceptance of the warning and consoquent proparation. This is the position
of the Adventist groups and of nany Holiness and Pentecostal churches,

3. Thru a life of dovotion snd service in the present, Faith in a future i
gsalvation becomes an incentive to right living and makes the individual superior
to the tricls of the present, This is characteristic of Protestantisn at its
best and oven of its more occentric forms. Among liberal Protestants the driving
power of the belief in immortrlity is dininishing,

11, Personal Regeneration in the Present World

1, Thru a sudden and dramatic transformetion of character and cxperiences inter—
preted as union with God. The ethiocal crphasis is combined with tho nmystical.
Thig is the position of present-day Holiness and Pentecostal churches and until
recently of Methodists and Baptists.
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2. Thru education and discipline with 1little stress on the mystical and little
stress on the "twice-=born" type of religious experience. This was the old Puri-
tan attitude. It 1s wide=spread to-day.

I1I. 4 Re—generated Social Order thru the cc—-opsratiw.re efforts and sacrifices
of men of good will., This is the characteristic position of the present~day
liberal Christian.

There are algo many whose positions may be characterized by saying that
thelr goals are not clear.

These goals, as indicated in chapter 10, p. 5, are not mutually exclusive
but represent for the most part complementary requirecments. Thus the Catholic priest
or monk, whose idea of salvation is withdrawal from the world, may like Heinrich
Suso,go forth azain to seck and to succor his neighbor. The monastic plan does
serve to relieve the religious devotee from worldly involvements and to set him
free to attack social ovils,

The conclusion seems justified that the complementary requircments are
far better satigfied in American Christianity than in the other ethical religions
we have examined. Therc is however far too great a tendency for those who are in-

. terested in soeial betterment to neglect the mystical and far too great a tendency
vn the part of the Holiness devotee, of whatever type, to ignore soclal evil.

MEANS OF GRACE

The means of grace emphasized in the different church bodies will of course
be closcly related to their concepts of the chief end of lifc. Six general types
may be distinguished?

1, BSacramentarian, This is associated with the other—worldly emphasis and is seen
in its expreme form in the Roman Catholiec Church, The Catholic doctrine is that tho
sacraments work "ex operec opcrato" and are effective only in the hands of a priest
by virtue of his office. The Episcopal Church retains a strong sacramentarian om-—
phasis, particularly as regards the office of the priest. Insistence wpon a particu-
lar form of baptism, as with the Baptists and Disciples, rosts upon an assumption
that makes these rites something more than symbolic.

2. Ascotics Asceticism has long been employed by religious dovotecs in all parts

. of the world and rests undoubtedly upon cortain laws of the spirtitusl life., There
arc many persong who require an opportunity for dramatic commitment and seclf-sacri-
fice, Such opportunities the Roman Catholic Church has provided in its monaastic
orders and in the discipline which they enforce, Abstention from worldly plcasurcs
is a requirement of the Holiness and Pentecostal sects. Tho significance of these
ascetic practices has already beon considorcd (chaptor 6, pp. 8 ff,). In Protostant-
ism at large such practicaes arc on the declines

3¢ Charismatic. This type is represented by thosc bodies which insist upon some
forn of dramatic roligious expericnce such as conversion, sanctification and speak-
ing with tongues.

4, Legalistic. A considerable number of churches lay stress upon creedal con-
formity and upon obediance and adherance to established custom. This is particularl,
true of those bodies which are intent upon preserving their special cultural heri-
tage against the encroachments of the culture of their adopted country.

5. Egucational., Where the holy life is found in the vocation and the virtues of
dlscipline and industry are stressed, education comes to be recognized as a chief
means of grace, Education becomes especially important whon the responsibility for
interpreting a divinely inspired holy book is placed upon the enlightened con-
scionce of the individual. Hence the educational gzeal of Protestantism, In the Pres-
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byterian and Congregational churches there has been especial stress upon the gospel
of enlightenment. Even the Holiness sects feel i% necessary to found schools and
colleges,

6, Devotional. In common with other religions Christianity stresses private prayer
and meditation. This is particularly true of the Roman Catholic Church. It also
stresses religious assemblage for common worship and for instruction. This,as we
have seen ( chapter X. pp.7ff.} is distinctive of Christianity and of Judaism,.
The significance of such assemblage is to be found in two considerations. In the
first place it provides for the re=thinking of the implications of the traditional
in the light of changing conditions. In the sccond place it contributes to the
sense of fellowship with the best, which according to our hypothesis is the con-
dition of mental health and the essence of religion. As has already been showm, the
sense of guilt, which is the primary evil in functional montal illness, is essontial-
1y the secnso of being estranged from the fellowship which is symbolized by the ddea
of God and represented in the Church, and psychotherapy, under whatever name it may
go and whatever techniques it may use, rests always upon the principlex of restore—
tion to that fellowship thru confession and forgivenoss (chapter 3, section 33 also
Boisen, Exploration of the Inner World, chapters 7 & 10.). The practice of relizious
assemblage is then a rccognition of this vitally important principle. During the
past forty years therc has been a marked decrease in the number of worship ser—

. vices, especially among churches of the liberal persuasion, but with hardly an ex-

ception the Sunday morning religious service is still the focal point of the church's
program,

METHODS OF RECRUITING

In any consideration of the increase and maintenance of memebership in the
different churches four chief factors must be taken inte account:

Ie Population Movements,

1, Immigration from Buropc. Most of our churches were imported from Burope
and the changes in the rate of immigration from particular countries has been
the explanation of changes in the ratc of growth of many religious bodies. The
increased immigration from southorn and eastern Furope in the perlod before
the last war thus accounts for the rapid growth of the Roman Qotholie Church.
If non-Christian religions have not also flooded the country it is because

. a very non=Christian race prejudice has operated to exclude the Chinese and
the Japanesc and the Hindus.

2. Population Displacements within this Bountry. The wostward trek and the
movement from country to city has had a profound cffoct upon the churches,
depelting some and greatly sugmenting others. This factor has beon especially
noticcable in the growth of the cities,

11. Birth~Rate.

Church bodies which are chiefly urban, such as the Episcopalians, the Unitari-
ans, the Presbyterians and the Congregationalists are at a considorable disad-
vantage in the matter of growth in membership because the population strata
from which they draw their mcbers have a low birth-rate. Churches with strength
in the rurel districts, such as tho Methodisés, the Baptists and the Lutherans
are in a mich more favorable state. The Roman Catholie Church, altho chiefly
urban, draws from population strata which have still a high birth-rate.

II1, Religious Ejucation. Two plans are in common uso:

l, Complets control of the education of the young by means of church schools.
This is the Roman Catholic plan. They are to-day supporting 6,500 parochial
schools with an enrollment of more than 2,000,000 pupils, Tho Missouri Symod
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Lutherans algo make wide use of the parochial school

2, BSecularized common schools suplemented by religious instruction thru the

Sunday school, This is the plan followed by practically all the Protestant
churches.

Iv. Transfer from Other Church Bodies.

1. Thru evangelistic campaigns. The Holiness sects of to—-day and the Methods
ists, Baptists and Disciples of former years got most of their memBership in
this waye The fact that many of the children of established churches do not
identify themselves with the church of their parents and that new-comers in

a given commmnity may be neglected by the established churches has favered

this procoss, This is especially true in the case of tho less privileged stratas

2. Thru Social Stratification. There is alweys a tendency to gravitate toward
those of kindred tastes, especially when the factor of social prestige is in-
volved.

THE EDUCATION OF THE CLERGY

. During the settlement of the liiddle West the education of the clergy became
a bur.ning issue and the Presbyterians by insisting upon an educated ministry lost
a constituency which was logically their own. The Methodists, the Baptists and the
Disciples, who madc use of untrained ministers, took it over, The factors involved

were not merely the practical ones of serving a widely scattered population with

an insufficient supply of trained men. There was also a healthy rebellion against

the sterile scholasticism of many of the trained men. The untrained men often had
a better understanding of the frontier people, They shared tholr experiences. Thoy
spoke their language, They were moreover committed to an emotional type of religion

and a #%ylo of preaching which was repugnent to tho educated man but which found
favor among the people,

The Methodists and Boptists and Disciples to~day are raising their standards
of theologiéal training but they still have many ministers vho are without either
college or seminary training, The Holiness groups of,to-day have fow traincd men.
There are some bodies, such as the Mennonites, which believe in a sold-supporting
lay ministry. The most rigorous educational requirements are found in the two most

. conservativo bodies, the Roman Catholics and the Missouri Synod Lutherans (3).

3) A study made in 1926 and quoted by Douglass and Brunner (op. cite D 113) gives
the following figurcs on the education of ministers:

Both College Colloge . Beninary Weithor College
& Soninary Only Only nor Sgninary
Intheran (lo. Synod) 85% % 7% 5%
Protestant Episcopal 62% 7 20 11
Presbyterian, U. S. A. 69 T 11 13
Congregzational 53 10 14 23
Disciples of Christ 18 a7 L 42
lethodist Episcopal 26 20 9 - 45
Horthern Baptist 36 10 22 32
Ronan Catholic 68 4 20 8

INTER=CEURCHE RELATIONS

0f the white churches listed in the 1936 Consus 19 bodics with a total of
about 18,000,000 members belong te the Federal Council of Churches. This means
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2 that about two thirds of the Protestant church membership is in the co-operating
bodies. It also means that nine tenths of the Protestant bodies listed in the
Census report are not co—operating in this important interchurch organization.
The explanation is to be found partly in the fact that the Federal Council itself
could not without serious difficulty recognize those numerous small sects whose
standards are unsatisfactory, even tho those sects might wish membership. But it
is 2lso true that cortain large and important bodies still refuse to co-operates

IN  CONCLUSION

A review of our findings indicates that the first effect of the commingling
of religions in this proving-ground of Protestantism geems to have becn an accentu-
ation of the differcnces. Bach zroup finds itself placed on the defensive. Beliefs
and practices dear to it are challenged, The natural roaction is to reaffirm those
bolicfs and practices. This reaction may even extend to matters about which the
group had had misgivings, Thus in the South at the beginning of the last century
forward-looking Southerners werc stromgly opposed to the institution of slawe-hold-
ing, When however Northern abolitionists put in their appearance and bogan to find
fault with a Southern institution, Southerncrs united in its dofonco and Southern
clorgymen found scriptural support for what thoy had formorly regarded as an ovil.

. tr. again, the competitive situation itself may bring about a certain degrec of
differentiation. The Southern Methodist is thus more liberal than he might other—
wise be because the Southern Baptist is conservative, and the Baptist tends to
stress his conservatism in proportion as the Methodist becomes liberel (cf. Nie-
tuhr, Social Sources of Denominationalism , ppe 230 = 31).

But the process does not stop hercs. The association as friends and neighbors
of people of different faithe has also the effeoet of promoting mutusl undorstanding
and rapprochement between them, The number of churches and sects may be multiplying
but the major bodies are decreasing in numbor and increasing in size, Tho rccent
amalganation of the threc important Methodist bodics is merely part of a general
trend. The distance fecling between our major Protostant churches is steadily dimin-
ishing., A study roported by Douglass and Brunner (op. cit. pp. 259 = 264) Dbased
upon some 14,000 reports, indicatos that among Prosbyterians, Congregationalists,
Methodists, Baptists, Episcopalians, Friends, Disciples and Iutherans there are
practically no prejudices against intermarrisge and that membership in any one of
these bodies would not constitute a bar to presidential availability in the minds

. of the menbers of the other bodies.

As to the small bodies which do not co—-operate, the staunchly conservative
Heome~outor" groups may be rogarded as mile~stones along tho path of progress.
They ropresent positions once held by the larger bodies btut now abandoned by thoen.
The mystical and Adventist sccts,on the other hand, arc reminders of our unsolved
problens, As reactions to the process of social stratification thoytell us of the
existence of class and even of caste lines in this professedly deomocratic country.
As reactions to the pro¥lems of unermployment and of poverty they tell us that the
free play of individual self-interest has resulted in the piling up of immense
fortunes for the few rather than in the well-being of the nmany, As reactions to the
growing nebulousnoss of liberal religious belief, thoy tell us of the linitations
of the gospel of enlightenmont and of the sagzing foundations of the faith on which
this nation was built,

Armong tho lorger co—operating bodies the main lines o.f advance may be sum—
marlzed as follows?

1. A growing liberalization of relizious bolief coming as 2 result of the spread
of education and enlightenment in vhich the Protestant churchos have belleved so
strongly, Tho old belief in a literally inspired Bible is giving way before the

view that the Bible is the rocord of the religious expericnco and insights of the
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