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This collection of paperslargely consists of handwritten and typed correspondence between Walker Winslow
(also under the name Harold Maine) and his third wife, Edna Mansley Winslow, the bulk of which dates from
1948-1951. The letters can be chatty and newsy, providing details about each of their daily lives and activities,
what they were reading or music they were listening to, their work (his writing and therapy, her writing and
painting), and other related topics. The letters could also be very self-reflective and analytical regarding their
relationship to each other, discussing their sexuality and concepts of fidelity, relationships with others, their health
and various injuries and illnesses they each had, money, their mutual loneliness, Edna's drinking, and other topics.
Some of the letters were written while Winslow was working at and writing in Topeka. They were also written
while the Winglows lived separately in Santa Fe, New Mexico; various parts of California (especially Big Sur or
Oakland); various parts of New Y ork (especially Rochester and New Y ork City); and in Kansas. The letters
document the rise and fall of their brief and intense relationship.

Also in the materials are afew of Winslow's typed manuscripts and poems, many with copy-editing marks and
annotations or corrections, including a copy of If aMan Be Mad, as well as two published versions of the book
(onein French). Thereis also correspondence with friends and relatives of Winslow and/or Edna; Winslow
family photographs; some sketches Edna drew, with her handwritten notes on the back, perhaps for lettersto
Window; aletter of recommendation from 1889 for Winslow's father; and extensive correspondence between
Winslow and Dr. Karl Menninger. Some of this correspondence regards articles and the book Winslow wrote
about the Menninger Clinic; there are aso interview notes and transcripts from interviews Winslow conducted
with Dr. C.F. Menninger. Topics of Winslow's writings include Henry Miller, psychiatry and life in asylums, and
the Synanon Foundation.
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OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF

REITNTIY A E A ) y
YUNTY, OF ALAMEDA,
H. P, GLEASON
SHERIFF COMMUMNICATION FROM
LEON H. ADER ALAMEDA COUNTY
SHDER:EHRRIAY, REHABILITATION CENTER
OAKLAND 7, CALIFORNIA Box 787
J'Ul"] 29 X 1449 PLEASANTON, CALIFORNIA

James G. TERrY, M. D.

Dr. Karl Menninger,
Chalrman, Dean's Committee
Winter V.A. Hospital
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Dr. Karl:

I am enclosing a fiscal repart for the Santa Rita Rehabllita-
tion Center to give you some ldea of the scope of the work
being done here. As you can guess from the number of patients,
the work has gotten slightly out of hand., However, I feel
that by trial and error we are developing a system that will
lead to more adequate treatment as well as a more thorough
c¢linical system.

Dr. Hall tells me that he has been passing my letters to him
on to you and througn them and through the mail I have sent

Mr. Lundgren I have tried to keep you informed of my activi-
ties without involving you in too much personal correspondence.

I do not need to tell you how pleased and heppy I am that our
Alde Education Project was approved by the Rockefeller Foun-
dation. To me this makes an historical moment in the devel-
opment of psychiatric treatments. XKnowing your very strong
feelings in the metter, I am sure you are with me. You can
be sure that I will continue to do all thet I can to further
this project.

At the moment I am awaiting a vpossible assignment to do an
article which will tell something of this development.

T also feel that I should tell you that the work I am doing
here is influenced by the work I was allowed to do with you
in Topeka. , You jave set standards that anyone who comes
under Tuupygﬁggwgévﬁhall&n?ed to meet.

I would like vour response to our report. Later it might be
possible thet Dr, Terry or myself could do something on the
clinic for the Menninger Bulle tin.

WW s Taw

e WALKZR WINSLOW, Mental Health Therapist.
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Harold laine

% Welker Winslow
General Delivery
Pleassnton, CGalif.

liay 4/50
Dear Doctor Karl:

I heve just finished my first month awey from the clinie
and back at writing. Lt is a period of resdjustment that hasn't been toa
easy. LI needed & rest, for 14a put just sbout ell of myself into that
job for a yeer. 1t wes = one man show thet was becoming too much for
that onme man. But L pas placed in the position of trying to keep
the seme trestment standerds 1 had demanded znd that is a situetion
that would be good for every writer who hes been critical of
institutions. And I not only had to keep my own standards but found
that | was eternally stuck with your stendards as well. One thing
I cen glways do when L get lonely in what I try to do is %o think of
you, I doubt that you'll ever understend just what you h=ve meant to me.

The socisl service group here, snd severel doctors,
want me to set up @as & privete practice counselor for aleocholics.
With writing being a&s uncertain as it is, the idea is tempting.
I wonder whet you think of a layman doing thet sort of work, 1 ;
would have my doubts ebout the adviseability of it were it not for i<tz
the shortege of peorle who understand the problem. I would only g
take people who head been seen by a psychiatrist and re-referred to me.
I realize, too, that before I sttempt such a thing it would be better -
for me to work a2t least & year in some institution where my work could i
be controlled by well treined psychiatrists. L can't feel that the
last yeer has been adequate in that sense.

However, it will be & few months before 1 know just
what I will heve to do. Maybe in the meecntime I will heve the chance to
talk. to yD'il. e

Une of my projects in writing arises out of my experience
with elecholies =nd it is sbout this that I would like your advice
and comment at this time. Unce when you were telking to me about
aleoholics you mede some remark sbout the puzzling occurance of
sponteneous recoveries. L, toc, heve seen & good many. And of ten when
I wes counseling someone L had the feeling that I was acting more
as o witnees than & therspist. une thing seems certsain, thousands of
alccholics make scelally recoveries each year all by themselves znd,
1 ‘megine, much to their own surprise. ln many cases the recoveries
msy occur because of the cummulative effect of treatment, Maybe
meturation is the factorsbut in thet event we do not know the factors
bringing sbout that maturatiom, I shculd think that it would be
importent to =1l who heve tc do with sleoholics to know as nesrly
as possible just what does tzke place.
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Here is my project. I am haeving my agent approsch
REZD R'S DIGEST with the proposal that they ellow me to
do a short article on slegoholics who get well alone. In
this artiele L would request that every self-recovered
al coholie who reads the article, or who is known to readers
of the artiele, fill in an appended gquationnaire. The point to
the initisl article vould be to get the meageszine and the readers
steamed up over a treasure hunt for " the lost gold of
personfality" or whatever it is that ensbles some people to
get well zlone.

The important thing, of course, would be the questionnaire.
There would have to be key questions through which we could
reslly determine whether or not the person had been & true
glcoholie gnd whether or not they were primery or secondary
gddiets. Of course, I could mske out a hephazard questionnaire
elone, but I think this is a matter for expert#s. Whet I'm askinges
you is a large order but here it is! Whet would you, as & psychiatrist,
waent to know sbout this group? How could that information be
best obtained?®

As nearly as L cesn figure,psychiatry, Alcoholics ~nonymous,
and all other methods of treating the sleoholic, are reaching
less than ten percent of =11 alcoholies. The disesse remains
a family problem snd our education to the effect that alcoholism
is & disease hss far outranged our ability to cope With the
disease. The result is that the average family thinks its aleocholie
is sick until he refuses to respond to treatment or,p.A., and from
then on regards him as a moral derelict. Hope for spptaneous
recovery might have some effeet on such ambivalence,

The ertiele that revealed the findings of the
questionnaire might heve saveral good effec#®. Anyway, I thiak
that my project is importent and 1L hope that 1 can make some
magazine see it. If I had some way of recaching a large euough
segment of the public I#d epply for a Rockefeller grant for
this project.

I know how cremped you ere for time but 1 would deeply

ppreciate your feelings about this idea of mine. This coculd be either
just enother stupid self-help artiele or a real contribution.

I wish I tristed my sgent. I believe that if 1 were %o
go to READER'S DIGEST myself I could sell them this idea.

Again, I will have to appologize for taking so mubkh of
your time. 1ln & month or so 1t is possible that L will drive
East and at that time I will stop in Topeka.

Sinecerely

Aot
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220 Grand Avenue
Oekland, Califernis

June 21, 1950

Karl Menninger, M.D.
The Menninger Foundation
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Doctor Karl:

1 did not acknowledge your recent letter, but I have pretty well
followed your suggestion as to my role as a consultant on
alcoholism. Sc far I seem to be quite well accepted, and in
most cases work under supervision of or in accord with some
ethical practitioner.

I started this only because there is a need for sameone such &s
myself to see those alcoholics whose problem could not be treated
either medically or psychiatrically en toto. I am alsoc coordinat-
ing local mediecal services so that sleoholics who become & problsm
te their physician can be referred to me and medical care and
hospitalization arranged. I am sure my entire plan would meet
with yvour approval.

Once I pet this project organigzed, I will have time to devote to
my writing.

In a letter from Dr. Karl Bowman I note that the American Board of
Psychiatry and Neurology are meeting in San Francisco next week

end the following week there is & meeting of the American Medical
Assoeciation. If you are in town, I would like very mueh to see you.
My telephone number is HIgate 4-3064, and I am always in between
3:00 to 7:00 p.m. on week days.

With very best wishes.
Cordially yours,

ot

Harold Maine

c/b Walker Winslow
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previcusly. Anyway,

payroll he because of the civil

status reguirements, but am still working on it., It doesn't a
that anything is available at the Cliniec now either. The best bet
would ag be the Rockefeller grant if and when it comes

bove
lJ\.,",- =]

The AA

might be wanting to live i . They said to tell him to come on and
him if the hos-
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Harold Meine
4000 Esst Avenue
Rochester 10, NY

Feb. 4/51

AN

\

Karl A. Menninger, M.D.
Menninger Foundation
Topeka, Kensas

Deer Doctor Karl:

When I left Topekea something was said about my coming
beck in two weeks. However, when I talked %o Dr. Robbins he
pointed out that the project for which I was hired would run out
in the meantime and that the need for me wuld have to be subjected
to evaluation. He asked me to write a summary of my experiences,
which I am dolng today.

In the meantime, @s I understend it, Dr. Robbins is
going to talk to the people I'have worked with eznd get their
general feeling sbout nmy vork. This seems wise to me, before any
plans about the future are made.

I'm generally in a spot. There are debts I have to pay
which cannot be peved on my salsry in Topeka but which coucd be
met with one check from any major megezine., For this reason I em
writing es much as I cen until things in generel clarify themselves.

You know how much I hsve aspprecisted your faith and
understanding. Vorking at the Clianic wes a great experience and
a rewsrding one. %hat more I cen do will depend on Dr. Robbins'
decision end the feffectiveness with which I am able to work at

my writing.
-
TR (g Do you know the industrial psychiatrist employed by
W/, | *Bestmen? Dr. Will meationed him to me. It strikes me that his
~dﬂ Py ( work might be made into & piece for POST or some other megazine,
e ang An introduction from you would be very helpful.

I know thet you understend thet I wouldn't have left
Topeka except for imperative personal ressons. Those reasons ure
rapidly resélving themselves to the point where I can keep my
personal life out of my public work.

Respectfully

'S = rold Maine
W "Te“&'*‘- *—W
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Harold Maine
4000 East Avenue
Rochester 10, NY

Feb. 21/51

Dear Doetor Karl:

As I expleined to you in my last letter, I am in
cdntactvwith Dr. Robbins snd he is attempting to eveluate
ny possible further usefullness to the Clinic. I couldan't
afford & return trip at this monpgent unless scmething
positive awaited me. In the meantime I heve re-established
ny writing contscts cnd em attempting to get myself out
of the hole.

In line 'ith my wiiting, I am asking ycur advice
on & very deliccte mstter. I am putting this matter in
your h:nds first, 'ad in a hurry, for reasons that cre
obvious. Two of the major magszines have a potential
assigment open to some writer in the field of mental health.
It has to do with a psychistric evaluaticn of Pres.
Truman ,beceuse of his recent outbursts, both epistolary
and vocal. These have not only been in bad tabte, but
of such a nature as to shske the confidence of the public.
Many sre made sensitive to the Truman situation by the
memory of the psychotic break of Sec. of Defense Forrestall.
The politically ordsined conjecturesof columnists further
complicates the situation.

Since much is going to be writtem in which Psychiatry
will be made to seem to have made pronouncements, I &m
attempting to do an ethicel snd thoughtful treatment of
the Trumsn situation, using only statements from responsible
psychiatrists. By turning to the literature of psychiatry
eny writer can stack the cerds in whetever direction he
wishes. By using a conversational technigue one can get
all sorts of conjectures from psychiztrists who are caught
off guard, For exsmple, I've already gotten the opinions
that the Bresident suffers from & compulsive-obsessive
neurosis, a situationsl neurosis, snd that his conduct
should bte considered from & purely no point of view,
with due allowence made for the physical strain of office.

It seems to me thet the public needs assurance that:
1) Thet the medical sdvice svailable to the President is
21s0 & protection to the publie. 2) That grossly psychotic,
or even dsngerously neurotic behavior could be detected =nd
controlled before it beceme disasterous. 3) That Psychiatry
as & whble is responsibly ccneerned vwith publie welfere.
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It was my feeling that if severel psychistrists, assured
of znonymity, would answer the questicnaire enclosed, this v wd
would be evidence that they have given thought to the
situation. It wouldn't be very reassuring to the public to
know thet the only science that can offer them protection
ageinst a psychotic ruler is so eloof as to disregeard even
its own welfare. I have to ask scme of these questions, but
I perscnally feel guarded =nd thoushtful statements which would

establish the confidence of the public in psychistry are
" what is needed. " No comment," snswers would be tesken to
meen the worst.

I em not seeking your endorsement of this project and
you know me well enough to know that I would not use your
neme unless I was specifically told to do so. It is my
ultimate trust in both your abilygty end friendship that
mekes me consult youp first. If I drop the whole matter
it will show up in the hands of Deutsch, Maisel, Whitman,
or some staff writer. I m not at alf sure thaet it won't =nyway.
I em trying to circumveflt that.

For the protection of Psychistry, as well as a check
on my own Judgement, I would greatly appreciate your reading
my final draft of the article, should I get the assigment.
If you would de this I would assure you of every protection.
And you know that I want to maintein my own reputation,
I may be slowing down and thus losing this assigment by
placing this matter in your hands, but I would rather do
thet than aet rashly. I would =lso see to it that any
blogrephical data on me kept the Foundation cut of the
pieture.

If you gnd Dr. Will would care to meke general and
eanonymous statements on the implicztions of the Truman
affair, it is possible that I wouldn't have to go further.
In this regerd there srises the question as to whether the
Commender in Chief of the #rmed forces shouldn't be subjected
to at least the amount of psychiastric screening that is
given a private, even though this sereening took place
while he was holding & much lower office. This gives rise
to the question as to whether we utilize psychiatry where
it might metter the most, ete. #gsin, I assure you that
whatever you say wWill be treated as confidential. I won't
truet the megezine with your names, but will merely pre-ent,
anonymously,the statements given me.

If I get enough psychiatriec opinion to carry the zrticle
I can then devote most of my space to whet the legal steps
would be in committing a President, should he be mentally ill;
examples of mad rulers who held sway before the time of
psyehiatry; & study of the personaslities of those who would
tnherit the Presidency in case of Trumen's death or removal
from office; the need for psychistric attendance of those
in high ofiice, ete.
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My hope is thet I can teke sensationg, as such, out of
sensstions]l materiel and emerge With a compelling ang
enlightening piece of writing which served the cause of
psychistry ss well as coatributed to nationel security.

I gave much thought to the matter of bothering you with
tnls projeet and finsllydecided that you would want me te.
I will be most grsteful for snd welcome anq. suggestions you
mey wish to make. £s a scholar, you may be able to give me
& hint or two as to public figures who would mske good
comperisons with Truman.

“g it is imperstive that I get into sction at once,
I would seppreciate sn enswer as socn as is possikle.

L As ever

[l
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TAAmnill e prrebpeecls M,

President Truman's outbursts of irritability, as well as
his uncontrolled invRctive in recent letters, has given
rise to doubts as to his emotionsl stability. Private
eirculation newsletters have gone so far to sugcest that
the extent of his instebiliity is known only to the few
people close to him snd thet not even they cen control him
adequatly. Already columnists sad populer writers are
putting psychistric tegs on him.

Sinee an assigment to interview psychiatrists asnd report on
their opinions of the President is going to be given to
some writer, I =m entering into the competition in hopes

of being able to represent psychistry fairly as well as
protect the nstional security involved.

I think that I have slready convinced the editors that

ethical psyehistrists do not indulge in long distence end
gxtra=s ry diegnosis. However, I em sure that any

ruthless reporter could get encugh opinions on the President
tc plece psychiatry as & whole in a bad position. It is &lso
possible for a skilled writer to quote from the published
works of ppominent psychiatrists in sueh a wsy as to make

them seem to heve mede & stetement, Worse yet, the writer

cen cook up his own stetements snd meke Psychiatry responsible
for them.

As an antidote to the above dengerous possibilities, I am sskimg
for assistence in the preperation of an artiele thet will offe
psychiatry & maximum of segurity. Here is whet I propose to

do. I am polling ten psychiatrists in widely scattered parts
of the country, asking that they snswer the enclosed questions,
or meke a2 statement, end return either to me unsigned =nd
without a letter head. This will assure these interviewed of
anonymity, &f they wish it, =nd at the scme tlme enable me

to quote correctly and offer the megazine supportive document=-
ation. I understend, end will mske the readers understend,
thet I have merely solicited skilled conjecture, professional
econcern or s stetement és to what you feel Psychlatry's role
should be in & cese like this.

It must be remembered that the psychotie break of ancther
holder of high office, Secretary of the Defense, Jomes
Forrestsll,is still fresh in the memory of many pecple.

These wo.1ld feel thet some reassurance or werning wes in order
in the present csse.
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. e oF
omise anonymity end & confidential handling of any
glgrmaterial g{ven me. Sin'e I will query at least twa e
psychiatrists in =ny given ecity or psychistrie center I wi

. be unsble to identify :nyone whc asnswers ong plein stationary,

I further promise to quote exactly.

L) “s = citizen ere you worried by the irritebility =nd
undignified letter writing of the President?

2) Do the president's present setions seem to you to be
in keeping with the personality that has beem known to
you during his years ia office?

3) Do you feel that the outbursts of tempter displesyed both
in speech znd by letter merely the outbursts of a men
responding normally to the strzin of high office end

the consistent attacks on his administretion?

4) Do the above mentiomed outbursts seem to you to be:
&, 8 normel release of pent up emotions; b. & danger
signel.

5) TVould your conjecture be that:a. ihe president suffers
from e neuro:is of long stending? b. E situational neurcsis?
¢. No neurosis?

6) Do you feel thet there should be a psychiatrist in
attendznce to any president, that - regimen of mental
hygiene 1s as importent es genersl medical care?( This
question does not aprly specificelly to the present case.)

7) Do you believe that a Fresident, in office =nd under
stress, could undergo psychistrie treatment; ie. would it
be wise for him to show subjective concern when the
objective affairs of state make such extreordinary demsands
upon him?

8) Do you feel that & man whose Judgement is faulty in
minor detsils can be trusted in sffairs of great impertance?

9) Do you see eny significance in the Presidents recent
statement to = group of Joung people that there was no
Future in the presidency?

10) Vhet shohld the role of psychiatry be when a man in
high publie office is showing significant signs of
potentisl mental illness?

If you feel it impossible to answer any of the =bove
questions would you meke & st:ztement s to the ethies
involved?
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(THIS SIDE OF CARD IS PORAPDRESS |
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Harold Meine

4000 East #fivenue
Rochester 10, N.Y.
March 4/51 :

Kerl A. Menninger,M.D.
Menninger Foundation
Topeka, Kznsas

Dear Doctor Karl:

I feel rather Bheepish sbout being tsken in with that
Trumsn idea. The only excuse I can think of for this hole in
my armor is thaet 1t ceme up while I was coming down with the
warst case of flu I have ever experienced and from which I have
Just recovered. :

] 2

I have given my agent notice that our relationship
i1s to end when he hes exausted the meterial he hes on hand. He
hes been completely inept in the hendling of mentel health
meterial becszuse of his insistence on either sensstionslism
or escape. I hsve had him turn down sound ideas only to sce
the very ssme idea done st & much later dste by some other
writer. ;

' It is very importsnt, I think, that I reestablish
myself as a writer. But I have a tough grind ahead, working
as I will be with no cepital and without a good egent until
such a time as I can prove myself to be worthy of en agent.
I realize now thet the inertia of the last cou le of years has
come from the constent vetoing of every good idea that I ve hed
by a men wha had no understending of what I was all about.
He thought, for example, that THE HOUR OF MAN was seditious.
He also felt that in a time of national emergency it was danger-
ous to expose the decline of the V.A. And yet he would suggest
sonething ten times more dasngerous.

There's zn article I'm very late in attempting,

but one which could have a tremendcus effect on the destiny
of V.A. That would be & personal interview with Doctor Magnuson
relative cbout what hes happened to V.A. in the last two yesrs.
&g you know, I tried to sell the idea of doing another article
on Winter Hospital to show the end results of the V.A. policy.
That story is killed becsuse I got in too early with it. Do you

e think it possible that Deoctcr ilegnuson would grent me an interview
or that you could vouch for mel I'm pretty sure scmeone is ahead
of me, nevertheless I should mske =zure.

I am doing en article on the Foundation for MANAS, Though
I won't get payed for this it seems to me that the reprints might
be helpful to you and that there is a chance of the srticle being
picked up by & digest mesrazine, I heve enough msterizl to do &"rough"
which I would then like you and Doector will to pass on.
As ever

Shrnnlf
R s e o e R e
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Herold Mesine
4000 E=st Avenue
Rochester 10, NY

Msreh 19/51
Karl &. Menninger, M.D. ]\J\\H
Menninger Foundation

Topeka, Ksnses
Deer Doctor Karl:

I want to thank you for your introduction to Doctor
Magnuson. Now I hope that I em able to make use of it and that
he will feel free tc talk to me. There is & chance, however,
that even those magszines that might be interested would feel
that I dida't have enough of a Washington background to handle
the story.

Ideally, the story I'd like to tell is that of the end effect
of polities on the individual hospital, the indevidusl petient &nd
the individusl doetor. Lnsbled to do this, I could make whetever
Dr. Masgnuson has to say more meaningful. But I have already tried =nd been
turned down on the idea of showing whet has happened at Winter Hospital.

There is some significance in the apologetic rejections of
the icea. Gray picked a strategic time to move in on lMagnuson; ie.,
under the cover of o nationsl emergency that mekes the V.A. medical
plen seem & little inconsequential. 4nd you can't tell me that he
isn't depending on the shortage of doctors as en excuse for lowering
medicel standards snd getting back to the patronsge system in which
hospitels would be located according to political influence rather
then scientific strategy.

Something I could never understand wss that,withg the amount
of power he wes given, Gen. Bradley didn't kick out the whole herd
of old Hines funticnaries. I saw exactly the s:me inspection teams
arrive at Vinter thet I had seen whitewash Palo Alto when it was at
its worst. You are as well aware as I am, and verhsps better, how many
menagers were retsined who were not only incompetent in a medical
sense but who were too highly competent in a political sense.

Probably to really spesk my piece + will have to do sncther
book. When * do, believe me thet Winter will play a large rold. 1
think the story of your fight for higher medicsl stsndards than
either Havley or lMagnuson intended is one of the most heroic in
the annels of medicine,

I heven't heard from Doctor Robbins as yet. In another three
weeks or a month I should heve my business in order so that * would
be ghle to work with a feee mind on both my writing and my job. I have
bheen msde sn interesting offer to run an advice column for a large
monthly nmagazine under = psuedgmym., It is their ides znd if it
moterializes a lot of my problems are tsken care of.
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I could do the edviee eolumn wherever I happendd toc be. IZm
enthusiastic sbout the idea beceuse of the opportunity it offers
to educste a large group of people. I hope that my competence fits
the opportunity.

I will write to Dr. Robbins very soon.

¢ Thenk you sgain for your thoughtfulness in the matter of the
et ter,

=P}

?m erel
arold L-;az ne
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Walker Winslow
4000

www.kansasmemory.org/item/223249 ~ Page 2214/3052
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Walker Winslow correspondence

www.kansasmemory.org/item/223249 ~ Page 2215/3052
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Walker Winslow correspondence

www.kansasmemor y.org/item/223249 ~ Page 2216/3052
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

Walker Winslow correspondence

TP i oo Wy e e

- 7



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
Walker Winslow correspondence

Harold Maine \fj{
4000 Esst Avenue
Rochester 10, NY

April 4/51

Kerl A, Menninger, M.D.
Menninger Clinie
Topeka, Kanses

Dear Doctor Kerl:

I was sorry to heasr thet you were ill. 1t was thoughtful
of you to hsve your secretary forw rd the agreeable news from
Doctor Msegnusom. I hove written to him end will see him in
Chicego &t his convenience. This interview, coming as it will,
before my trip to Topeka, will woXk out very well indeed.

1t wes &s I thought. Neither of the big weeklies,
Post and Collier's would touch the V.A. story. Byt Ladies?
Home Journal is very much interested ond emcourggged me to 2O ahesd
¥ith the story, on speculstion. That is, they sre agreeable to my
jdes if the trestment suits them. This is encouraging. I heve just
done snother piece for them.

If IHT follows my idea, I will write a feirly short

lead in plece saying that keeping en eye on the V.A. is the
men's home froant job. I will then tell why she should do this,

how she should do it, etc. lomen steff writers visiting several
hospitals could then report what they were able to find. If
LHJ is willing to spend the money, this could be a very impressive
report. As bsdly as 1 need money, I'm willing to forego a big
fee if they will follow that plan. I h:ve just sent them this
ides efter they had approved of my more genmer=l outline. So it
isn't official yet.

Since Imroutinely get kicked square in the teeth
for my efforts at crusading, the issue of any writing on
V... is in doubt until we see it in print.

Hoping that your heslth has returned, and locking
forwerd to my visit to Topeka,

Sincerely

i
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Harold Maine
4000 Bast Avenuse
Rochester 10, NY
April 13/51

Kerl A, Menninger, LM.D.
Menninger Foundation
Topeka, Kensas

Dear Dpmetor Karl:

I just this morning wrote you en ebulient letter
sbout the meterial Dr, Mognuson hed pleced in my hends, Then
I phoned Washington for an aeppointment only to learn that
last week he had given the seme material to READERS' DIGEST
staff writers and that the article wuld appear in June. Of
course this is d 1 to the good, but he succeeded in making
a damned fool of me. I haed to call Ladies' Home Journal and they
withdrew their assigment. It now becomes obvious that Dr.
Magnuson witheld the materiasl from thutil the other story was
in the clear. “ast week I got a rejection from Reader's Digest
becsuse the National iental “ealth outfit, to which L am alleged
to be an editorial consultant, hed given conflicting meterial
to a LOCK magazine writer. This was on the £ide Treining
Frogrem. This business gets a little frustrating after while.

The first of the week I am leaving for Topeka, hoping
$0 get a couple of stories that may have a chance before the
other writers get there. 4lso I would like to have an hour of
your time if you can spare it. I am reslly at the point where
I desperately need a friend. I really wouldn'f ask for this
time 'if my problem wasn't serious and imperative. Your belief in
mg has been one of the high points in my life, and I need this
belief now more than ever.

I will be staying with Dr. Hall end will csll you as
soon as I get into town, probably Thmmsday.

The write up TIME gave you was deeply moving to me.
Your humsnity found ang elogquence that should forever stiffle
the church people who pretend to find psyehiatry a threat to
religion., But it 'is odd thet it took a psychistrist to restate
the principiks laid dowz in the Sermon on the kount. 4nd meke
bhem & living realityl

ou certainly did all you could about this kagnuson
business and your letter to him, and his to you, had precedent
over the Reader s Bigest Business, Still, it's his crussde so
I can't be too €ritical.

as ever

Y
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Harold laine
dJune 12/51

Dear Dr. Kerl:

Mr., Lewder tells me that some trought has been
given to hawing a book done asbout your father. 1t
occured to me that perhaps I could do an article about
him for Saturday Evening Post, or some suc magazine,
that would esrouse interest in such a book, as well as
letting the public know & magnificent man.

I dan't know how you or your father would feel ebout
the article but 1 em sure that L could do a compelling job
if given a chance. You know what my feelingg are about your #é#
femily and the role it has bPlayed in modern life, If you
ere at all interested, I would like to discuss the article
with you and your fether so that I could do the preliminary
work of getting an assignment,

Since your fether's health hesn't been good, he may
feel that I em descending on him like a vulture. This is one
rcason I hesitete to approsch him directly. I would fer rather
let the article go than ap roach him atf a time when he
is likely to be hypersensitive. Since considerable time would
heve to be spent on the article he'd soon become aware that
I'm not rushing things, ;

I have just finished Lucy Freemen's book, It is
a pretty sad job, possibly one of the worst offenses ewr
committed sgeinst snalysis. She neither makes the reader want
her to get well or convinees him thst she is well, She's
& good reporter and a fine person., I wish for her own scke
thet she could withdrew the book. But I imagine that it
Will sort: of withdraw itself. It isn'y very good reading either

[t/
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