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Around 1919, the Kansas State Historical Society and the American Legion solicited biographical information
from returning veterans (primarily members of the 35th and 89th infantry divisions) and the families of those who
died in service, notably from the Gold Star Mothers. Each veteran or family member was asked to provide letters,
photographs, a biography, and military records. This file contains information on Joseph R. Sargeant, Co. E,

137th Infantry, 35th Division. Sargeant was killed in action on September 26, 1918. He was from Neodesha,
Kansas.
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| NEODESHA BOY |
KILLED IN AGTION,|

Joe Sargeant Made the' Supreme bac--f
rifice in France, Sept. 26th. ~ i

From all indications Co. K., Wilso
Louni’y s Nationgl Guard company,
serving in Fragee, has iseen active §
;service  as ind®ated by casualties |
Ibeing reported. ¥ The Co. K casual- |
J ties reported aret ._

Joe #& Sargea i&t Neodesha, killed ]
in action.
,‘ Sam Leech, E«mdoma, woulided by ‘
| shrapnel. ‘
|  Capt. Ben Hudson, wounded in
actiol, ;

ey

Another Neodszsha boy has made
| the supreme sacrifice, Joseph R. Sar- |
Jl geant, of Co. K, 137th Infantry, be-|
ing killed in action in France, Sep-
tember 26th, according to a message
from the war department, received
here last night addressed to Mrs. D.
L.. Carpenter, the boy’s mother, who [}
is now making her home with her
daughter, Mrs. Chas. Biddle, a sis- 2
ter of the soldier-hero, who lives west §
of the Missouri Pacific tracks.

Sargeant was formerly an em-j
K Ployee of the Standard and was em-
fployed at the refinery when he join-
ed Co. K. He was a very fine young
man and everyone who knew him
¥speaks of him in the very highest
terms.
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Camp Mills
Long Island,
April 21/18 New York

My dear Mother- well dear here I am in New York but wont be

in the morning we are leaving here about 5:20 and are going

over in New Jersey some where Mother I will not be in the

U, S. very much longer now the wey things look we have our

steel helmets, just got them while zgo and 130 rounds of ammu-
nition. We have everything now té go right in to the trenches
and it looks like we were going across but Dear I hate to tell
you this for I know you will worry about me but you must re-
member mother their is other ones beside me that is going along
end they have mothers to so I am not alone.

Well mother I went over to New York City last night &nd had a
good time but I dont like it at 211 I would rather be in K, C,
the Captain said we could go where ever we wanted to as we may
not get to go any more so here I went. gee wish you folks
could be here to see the City but meby some day you can. I
got a letter from Eunice today and she said that she had been
down to see you since you came back from Ft, Sill she just
think that you and father is about it I am glad she does and

I am going to ask you mother to look after her while I am gone
to war and when I come back I will pay you for it some way.
You know I can not look after her while I am in the army and
she is only a girl yet but mother she is all this world to

me all of you Perry and Letha and you, so you see I am going
to fight for all I love. Dear it has been raining all day and
rained hard you ought to see ever thing around here nothing but
water and our tents hasent any floors in them so you can just
think how we get zlong but I am going to make the best of it
for this is nothing like it will be when we get in France,
Well Dear I will close for this time and write to Bunice so

by by to all I am as ever your loving son Joe.

Write to me here and it will be sent to me where ever I am at,
give my love to Perry and Letha.

May, 1918

My dear Mother Hello everbody how ar€ you folks hope you are all
well I am well. Mother I have found it hard to think of any

thing to say as we cannot write about our trip or what is going
on, but I guess I can tell you all about that when I come back
home, but I am going tc tell you one thing I don't know if it
widl pass or not but I wouldn't give two cents for this trip
again. gee but I never got so tired of anything before in my

life it sure was "bum" but as this is war times it could be worse.
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Well dear I am looking for a letter or two befor long I got
a letter from Bunice the day we went in camp at Long Island.
Well mother tell ever one hello for me, I dont know where to
tell you to write as I dont know where I am at.

By by, as ever Joe

July 6, 1918
My Dear home folks, how are you by this time hope you are
all well and getting along alright I am just fine and have
been seeing some exciting times but this is just what I like
I always did like to be where there was something going on.

Well mother Dear, you wanted me to tell you all about this
country over here. well I dont know just how to go about it
to tell you but anyway France is away behind us over their
that is in small places of course in Paris it is about like
our citys but in other parts of France it is just like a
bunch of Indians they still drive and work oxen, it is Harvest
time now and they cut the rye with knives this is what the
knives look like e and another thing I seen back
of the line in some ¥ > town was a man and 4 women plowing
the 4 women were pulling the plow by a rope and the man was
holding it up. but the women do all of the hard work here
now, say Dear I sure seen some church in France it was built
in 1620 but it sure was pretty inside.

Well mother how is Richard getting along tell him hello and
to be a good boy till I come home, and say I sure am waiting
for that picture that you said you were going to send me.
tell major to take a good picture I got a letter from Eunice
yesterday she said that she was at home now while harvest

was going on. Dear I am sure glad you like her and about
you counting on her going with me to your new home if you
get it you can bet on that if I go she will and ma that is
all I think of now "when I have time to think of home" is
being with you and Perry and Bunice and help make a good
home for us four. and Dear old Perry I never can repay him
for what he has done for me. I knew that he loved me it did
not take this war for me to know it but it has taken the war
for me to show him what I can do to make him think more of
me, and as you have said in your letter it will be a gloryest
time for me when I step off of the train at home gee but it
will be great.

Well Dear I will close for this time will write you soon
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tell all hello and that I send my love, now by by Dear Mother
I am always thinking of you tell Perry this is for him

Your own son
Joe
P.5, I havent heard a word from sister yet but am looking
for a letter

Some where in the Irenches July 18, 1918

Well folks how are you this pretty day gee but it sure is a
fine day not much doing today only a few air battles now
and then. we just had a air fight with three enemy plains
but they got away. the air was full of shrapnell for a while
but it is quiet now. I am down in a dugout now I dont know
how long I will get to stay but I hope I can stay long enough
to write this letter to you.

Well Dear how is ever thing at home I am looking for the
Picture that you was going to send of you and the colt and
your chickens., tell Perry I am sure glad that he is doing well
at the shops wish I was their to help him but I am still look~-
ing forward to the time when I can, now Dear I think you are
going to deep about what you said ever one thought of me but

I sure hope they do think that way say mother is it right
about you and Perry going to Okla if you do I sure hope I am
there to go with you this Fall but that is to far off to think
about right now, gee wish I knew where I was going to be this
fall %but I can guess and that is right here in the trenches
or some where over here,

Dear 1 am sorry that I can not send you a splinter of the ship
I came over in but I will send you a splinter of my dugout
that is if the Censor will let it pass, the G, E, 6 on it

is the dugout number.

Well mother have you seen Bunice lately I am sending her

letter to your box so you can give it to her or send it as I

dont know just where Bhe is at. Dear I havent seen Clarence
since he went to the Hospital he wont write to me so I cant

write to him as I dont know where He is at but I think he is back
in France some where.

ma you tell grandma I said hello and tell uncle Sam hello

to I would write to all of them if I could but I cant right

now I might when I get out of the trenches if I get out (Ha Ha)
Well Dear mother I will close for today will try to write agin
soon so By By give my love to all

I am as ever your
ovn loveing son
Joe
to
"mother- Perry"
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France August 5
1918

Mrs D, L, Carpenter
Neodesha
Kansas

My dear Mother I will write you a few lines today to let
you know that I am well and feeling fine Hope this fines
you folks well, Well Dear we moved today to some very good
Billets the best we have had since I have been in the army
we have some real beds and a good room their is just two of
us in this room and 5 in the next room, this is like home,
but it is just my luck to leave here in a few days Oh say
Dear do you remember one year ago today I sure do wonder
where I will be another year from today somewhere in the
states I hope. if the War ends this year and I stay over here
and work the 6 months it will be about a year.

Well mother I will close for this time will write again
soon so By by with my love to you and Perry

I am as ever your little
Joe
P. 5. I am sending your souvenir in this letter as I was

in a hurry the other letter 1 wrote to you and forgot to put
it in the letter. Joe

In the Trenches

Somewhere in France
Aug. 20th 1918

Mrs. D. L. Carpenter
Necdesha, Kans.

My Dear Father- Mother

I am writing you a few lines today to let you know I am well
and feeling fine and hope this fines you the same,

Have you been getting my letters alright I believe I have recd
11 of yours so far., it has been quite a while I think since
I last heard from you but am looking for a letter any time, I
only get a letter from you and Eunice now Oh yes I do get one
from Letha sbout ever six months (Ha Ha) I am going to start
writing to ever one I know and see if I can't here from some
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of them, it is goingto be hard to write to so many you know

how well I like to write (Ha Ha) On yes Dear you know I:said
the other day that I was going to send you apart of my pay
well I have made out a allottment of $18.00 for you and I want
you to use it to. I have found out that money will get a fellow
in bad over here it did me, and I don't want it to happen again.
Well Dear, I widl tell you about our place here, we have a fine
place to sleep but it is verry dark even in the day time we
also have a verry good Bath house witch I-use ever day we have
goos eats to so what more could a fellow wish for in war times,
their is a lot more I would love to tell you in this latter but
it cant be did but some day I will tell you all about this,

it will be some time but I will be home some time so I can tell
you,

Well Ma I am looking for the Pictures you said that you would
send, if I ever get back to some city where I can have my pic-
ture taken I will sned you one. I dont suppose you would know
me now as I am fat as a pig, so you see army life is agreeing
with me,(ha, ha)

Mother, could you send me a $1 bill a new one, and if you send
it write Mother- and have Perry put Father and Letha Sister,

in the 3 corners of it like this T Y I want one to keep while
I am over here as I hardly ever see U. S, money any more. I
will see the Captain some time and if it will be alright I will
send you some French money.

Ma do you know if Jim Smith was drafted or not I haven't heard
from him since we left Camp Doniphan, I ran across a boy over
here in H Company 137th that knew Roy Sargent, I would alseo
like to here from some of them down their if you can get word
to any of them send them my address and have them write me a
letter or any of your folks or your Friends you think would
like to write to me while I am here.

Well Dear I will close for this time write when ever you can,
now By By with all my love to all of you, I will say good night

Your son, the one that
loves you best, Joe Sgt.
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