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™ From notes taken by Geo, A, Root in 19112 and 1913. - et
7 : Rl Tl et : 2

The Kiowa Trail. [155 <ea Bocn of ot
Thne Kiowa Trail dates its origin back to about the year 1871,
.at A6y which time the first settlement was made in Barber county. A&
man named Griffin, the pioneer in that section, settled at a point about
(He was killed
a mile from where the old town of Sun City was later located.";\ﬁhile on
Z nunt for buffalo in the territory a few months later.
In the spring of 1872, Ed.H. lMoseley took a small stock of mer-
" chandise to that locality for the purpose of trading with the Indians. He

was accompanied by two men named Lockwood and Leonard, both of whom en-

2aged in farming. Moseley located his trading house on the Medicine

Loage river, on Sec. 28, T. 34 S., R. 11 W,, and the small settlement
springing up at this point was called Kiowa. To Aadstingulsh it from the
present town of the name located on Sec. 11, T. 35, S., R. 11 W., 1t is

now known as "0ld Kiowa."

: @sla b/ fproerrl
With the)ess==s- of loseley's trading house came the opening of &

trail which would connect the new settlement with the most centrally locat-
ed peint at which the buffalo hides and such other products of the frontier
might be dilsposed of, and where any needed supplies applicable to the wants
Oof the hunters and Indians could be obtained. The most logical point for
this purpose was at Wichita, which was the junction of the Chisholm and
Abllene cattle trails, the pioneer north and south road west of the 97th

7exas
meridian, and the one which connected the great cattle country o;xtne sguth

o Che rr0rlh,
with the Union Pacific Railr;aﬂﬂ the nearest transportation point. Moge-
ley was well acquainged among the Indians, having been trading with then
for years previously., He was a natural born hunter and spent much of his
time hunting buffalo and preparing the hides for shipment. He was en-

gaged in this occupation in his new location, which iseems to have embittered

the Indlans against all who followed this business, and he was killed in

an attack by them on July 30, 1872.
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This battle was not entirely one-sided, according to the story of Dave

Long, an old timer of Harper county, who had b een ©ld that after the Tight

there were sixteen dead Indians @gounteda lying about the premises—=xXX every
b Moseleq.

one of whom had been shot through the nean1rA According to this authority

Moseley was killed by Osages who were disguised as i?omanches and Klowas.

He apparently thought that the Osages were friendly to him, but recognizing

Thro uzh Herr aérs c«rses,
attacking narty he stepped outside

gome of the ddsgui Sed— O AT amMOIT e

the stockade to speak with them, . wnen one of thep@wdéans shot and killed
him. His companiions, Lockwood and Brailnard,saved thelr lives by keeping
within the stockade which surrounded the premises.

During 1877 and 1878 several parties settled along the old thorough-
fare, among wom were Capt. L. M. Pratt, wose ranch was situated at a point
wnere the trall crossed Bluff Creek. Alfznd George Markham also had a
ranch on the trail a little farther to the southwest. I. L. Beeson,
another ploneer ranchman, was located on the trall southwest of the Mark-
ham ranch, the road crossing his land. Thomas Terry, another settler
and the last one untll reaching the end of the trall, was located at a point
about two and one-half miles southeast of the present Attica, and to the
gouthwest of the Beeson ranch. He 1lived in a dugout and his e¢laim was
possessed of a fine spring of living water which was situated about halft

a mile from the road.

About April, 1879, Richard Botkin with his family located a ranch
at the blg spring a few rods west of the preésent town of Attica, where he
was assoclated with his sons J. T, and C. E. Botkin in the stock business.
The o0ld spring at this ranch was a favorite watering place for travelers
to the southwest, notwithstanding the fact that it was fmmaxex situated
about a mile mad a half north of the old trail, Although the ranch prép-
crty has changed hands several times since then, the old spring is still

known ® the vBotkin Spring."

About five or six miles to the southwest of Harper, and to the
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about the Klowa trall

John G, Kille, of Attica. Knows

Henry Shannon of Attica.
George Markham, Attilca.

Alex Markham, Attica.
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left of the Kiowa Trall, were some zigzag mounds that resembled anclent
earthworks. £ These embankments were plainly visible in the 70s and early
80s, and ran in a southwest direction. They were in the form of the
old-fashioned railfence, the angles being Eﬁout 100 rfeet apart. No one
-along the line of the trail in early days knew for what purpose they were
intended, it being the general opinion that it was the work of some pre-

historic race.

As originally traveled the Kiowa trail started from Wichita, passed
in a southwest direction close to the present Clearwater and on out of Sedg-
wick eunty, entering Harper county near old Runnymede of later days, close
to the present Harper, a little south of the present Attica, and on to its

of Kiowa
terminus in Barber County at Kiowa. This towqﬁwas abandoned some years
later for a site about three or four miles south, The Orient Railway firom
Wichita follows the old trall pretty closely for a portion of the distance.
0lda timers say tat 1n early rt@ﬂw the trall in Harper and Barber counties
was marked for quite a distance by piles of old buffalo bones. There was
a scarcity of 'timber in these counties, but as for buffalo bones old set-
tlers vouch for them being so plentiful that when the grass was burned in
n the sunlignt
the spring WewA the bleached bones glisiened)en the slopes for miles in

every direction. ATter the building of the railroad westward the use

wowing to the settlement of the countr
of the Klowa trail diminished until its final abandonmenty and the thoué&hds

that once were so much in evidence
of tons of blanemed buffal0 bonesyhave aule 0 the mills of the far

east to be ground up for fertilizer to enrich the impoverished farms of the

older states.

www.kansasmemory.org/item/222190 ~ Page 6/6
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

