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These |etters, maps, and reminiscences relate to the Fayetteville road, also known as the Fayetteville Emigrant
Trail. Thistrail started at Arkansas Post in Arkansas, then headed towards the northeast corner of Oklahoma,
crossing the Neosho River, entering the state of Kansas in what is now Montgomery County. Thetrail crossed the
Verdigris River about two miles north of the Kansas state line, went through the present-day site of Coffeyville
making its way northwest, finally meeting with the Santa Fe Trail at Turkey Creek in McPherson County,

Kansas. Intotal, thistrail crossed the following Kansas counties: Montgomery, Chautauqua, Elk, Butler, Harvey,
Marion and McPherson.

Date: Between 1900 and 1910

Callnumber: History, Trails Coll. #648, Folder: Fayetteville road
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 222186

Item Identifier: 222186
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KANSAS CITY. MO.

May 3, 1906.

Mr.George W.Martin, Secy.,
Kansas State Historical Society,
Topeka, Kas.
Dear gSir;=-
In I8$8 I visited the Kaw Misslion near the mouth of Mission
creek about twenty miles west of Topeka. In going and returning

I remember seeing some four or five houses on the north side of

the Kaw river which were called the Agency, doubtlass they were
the four houses to which you refer.

The Couteau trading post,among the Delawares, was about ten
miles above the mouth of the Kaw, was near where Grinter Station
on the Union Pacific is now located.

California Tre

I have no recollectlion of the California trail from Fayette-

ville, Arkansas, but if it crossed the Arkansaw river west of the

mouth of the Verdigris river and entered the Santa
the present town of Canton, Kansas, it doubtless continued north

to the Oregon or California trall between the Kaw and Platte rivers.
It should be born in mind that the Oregon emigration was some years
in advance of the Californila emigration, and the Oregon trall was
well established before the discovery of gold in California. The
emigrants of 1849 and after years, with hardly un exception, went
the northern route and got onto the old Oregon trail as sarly as

-

practicable. Emegrants from southwest Missouri and Arkansas doubt-
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lass intersected the trall further west than those from the more
:
northern points of Missouri and Iowa.

After leaving Council Grove, on the Santa Fe trail, the next
prominent camping ground was at the crossing of the Cottonwood river
near the present town of Canton. The southern California enigration
may have made the Cottonwood a place of rendesvoux, and then on to
the main Oregon trail,

The Santa Fe trail was not used to any considerable extent

the California emigrants. In I84

Lie]

by some parties took that route

but they were longer getting through and the northern route was
considered the only pracfical way.

Very truly yours,
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