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Today, the Turnpike Authority--taking due
note of the heavy impact this trail exerted on the
historical development of Kansas in its pioneer Jayse=
{s paying tribute to the bright memory of Jesse Chis=
holm and his work, as well as to other epic events
of a stirring period in the Winning of the West.

Jesse Chisholm, born of a Scotch father and
a Cherokee mother in Tenneassee in 1819, was far from
being the ignorant half-breed as he has been often
salled, All the known record?‘revoal him to have
been an enterprising man--sober, honest and industrious.
By the early 19308, he was trading out of Fort Smith
with tribes of the wilderness to the west--among them
the Wichita Indians.

Me buflt his first tradéng post in the Creek
na tion and married a Creek girl. As he cauld speak
half a dozen Indian languages, his services were
often in demand as a guide. He is reported to have
interpreted for the Kiowas at the big Medicine Lodge
peace conclave.

Chisholm's friendly relatéons with the
wWichitas at a later post he established on the north
fork of th: Canadian led to him becoming an adopted
memper of that tribe. It could not have been with
an eye to business--as sharp as his Scotch blood
made him--for when the Wichitas went into exile, he

went with them,
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The wichitas, who were no match for their
power ful enemies, the Chickasaws and the Kfowas,
retreated into Kansas in 1861 and settld along
the Neosho River in what is now Woodson county.
Three years later, they ralocated themselves on
rich bottom land near where the Arkansas and the
kbppie Little Arkansas flow together--and called
it wichita.

This act, of course, gave the name to
what 1s now the first city of Kansas, population
wise, In the fall of 1867, the wichita:?eturned
south into Indian territory to a new agency which
the government established for them on the washita
River,

Jesse Chishoim came along with the
wéchitas to the Arkansas river village and estab-
1ished a ranch between the two streams, three miles
above their junction. In the spring of 1865-«about
the time when R.bert E. Lee was surrendering to
Ue So Grant at Afippomatéx Courthouse--he laid out
a wagon road from his ranch to what two years later
became the Wichitu agency on the Washita=ea distance
of 220 miles,

He was no engineer but followed an excel=
lent grede--and built a passable highway for the

transport of his trade goods.
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The line which th: road followed subsee
quently became and 1s still known as the Chisholm
Trail. It began at the Arkansas River on the north
and ended at the { ‘ %’gmcy on the south. This
was Jesse Chisholm's contribution to the legendary
and mythical trail, which sprouted offshoots and
utensimnﬁ:o such:::iﬂ%qm extent
It was said to run all the way from San anton io,
Texas, to the pens of the wild and unruly cow
town at Abilenes.

The rout of this trail has ar_bused much
¢.ntroversy. As for Chisholm having opened a road all
the way to the Red River, as some contend, he had no
reasonk to do so., His wagon road was built simply for
the purpose of hauling his trade goodsxit to the
Poncas and Osages, and accepting furs and buffalo
robes in return. while he probably bartered for
cattle, and owned considerable head from time to
time, he was in no sense a cattleman.

It is Iikely that supporting tratils
which ran into this road were given the name of
Chisholm--and fts route did extend across Kansas
from the state 1ine to wichita. But it did not
continue oorth to Abilene or Elisworth or Newtonee
which mre were gaudy cow towns in those dayse-and
u’ti-ou unsavory records have become the theme of

song and story,
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Principal points on Chisholem's route
were Wichita, Clearwater, Caldwell, Pond (Round
Pond) creek, Skeleton ranch, Buffalo Springs,
mouth of Turkey Creek, Cheyenne (southern) agency
and on to the Mchita agency on the washita., when
the Rock Island later built into OBlahoma, it fol lowed
the Chisholm Tral] almost its entire length,
Jesse Chisholm died in agony at his
north Canadfan post in Indfan Terrftory March &,
1869, of cholera morbus, caused by eating bear's
greased that haed bacome poisoned by being melted
in a brass kettle. Today we would describe his
fliness as ptomaine poisoning. This was the end of
& good mane<honest and honorablg-=who never remotely
suspected that history had reserved a spot for him,
Meanwhile, the Kansas cow towns flourished
with their evil Sxcesses, as each became @ rail head
when the rafliroads spresd their {rom wed into the west.
First, there was Abflenes then Ellsworth; after that,
Newton, whose glory was brloﬂ!md then Wichita, The
outward record of all of them was much the same--and in
the nine years betwesn 1867 ahd 1876, thousends of

Texas longhorns came up the traf! to feed their furnaces.
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It is true that many of the cowmen
from the s outh used the Chishoim trail for thelir
drives. But they also employed various other branching
traces and s hort-cuts--which were mistakenly galled
Chisholme-and so the real extent of Jesse's road
became magnified and confusad in the public mind,

Finally, only Dodge : ity was left with
cpen rafl head--und began its romantic days of gun
play and the uninhibited antics of the Texas cow
hands, It was rivalled in its glory by only one
town--C;ldwell, the Border Oueen, which lay astride
the Chisholm Yrall where the famous trace emer ged
from Indian territory and crossed the line into Kansas,
For a dozen years, Caldwel! had wallowed in the dust
kficked up by a mi11ion passing longhorns bound for
a far-away market,

Caldwell was not a cow town--if that
term i3 used to designate a point to which Texas
cattle could be marketed and shipped. It was a
Trafl Town =-wild, lawless and apparently destined
to garner only the crumbs that fell from the table of
the rich Texas cattle trade. As late as 1879, the
nearest rail head was at wichita, 60 miles away.

By the spfing of 1874, Caldwe!! was
getting tough, Rs proximity to the Kansas-Indfen

Territory 1ine appealed to the outlaw who wasm oh the
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dodge. Once across the 1ine, he was comparativejy
safe. Cowboy bad men, forerunners of such prgani zed
gangs !ét?*the paltons and Doolins, were already
looting banks and sticking up trains. Betw:en
forays, Caldwell offered them a haven.

The lawless element gathered in Cald-
well differed in marked de gree from the undesirables
with which Abilene and its sister towns had to contend.
Caldwel! was overrun with horse thieves, rustlers
and crimipals of every shade., It seemed that every
hillbilly in the Cherokee country had a patch of
corn which he made up into "white mule,” and ran it
across the border into Caldwell's saloons. This
tendency was responsible for the complaint that more
bad whiskey was sold in Caldwell than in any other
town in Kansas.

The raw little settliement became &
fitting out point for buffalo hunters and the shipping
of hides, as well as a comvenient stopping place for
freighting outfits doing business in the Territory.
Its greatest days of prosperity came in the early
18808, mh by uﬁ-’ch time the town had undergons @
severe drought, an epidemic of chills and ague and

the scourge of the grasshoppers.
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Caldwell -peached the peak of its
fuportence #fp s a Texas cattle stopping point in 1883,
Even before that tims, the !u-abldin% element had
begun to be severs with knowna offenders--and the
grim Judge Lynch ruled over s number of impressive
ml-onl.

wellington, the Sumner countysest,

27 miles to the north, was 1| ittie menaced by the
human trash which infested Caldwell. Its growth ran
along @ comparatively even course, stiumulated by
town lot sales, and it emerged into a healthy,
progressive community,

Both Caldwell and Wellington, however,
served as jumping-off pleces for the runs for fres
land in Okllhm--fintf in 1889, and four years
llt-'.{for the “strip,” in 1893, Their colorful early
histery, therefore, s fndelibly marked by these
faten fsportant .D{!“‘Jll the American Southwest
took strides toward firm and sure development.

It seams, in retrospect, that the
Chishoim wagon roed, or traile-built by a man of
simple purpose for streightforward commercial trade-«
became at length a stream of violence. This tratf, as well
as all the contributing byresds which bore its n&..
was touched by 20m unadulterated evil as the men

wio tred 1¢s courses allowed their baser pessions to
run free without due and lawful restraint.
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Yet atl the ugly story of marauding
along the cow grails and thq;vﬁckodnus of the cow
towns was perhaps a necessary part of the birth pangs
of the new civilization grising on the lovely Kansas
plains, Long before the true-hearted among the early
Kansas settiets were able to set up some semblance
of law and order, however, L@ age-old differences
between the farmer and the drover had driven deep
their implacable wedge.

The cowmen--a sturdy and independent
breedeewanted all outdoors in which to drive and
graze their cattlex--oceans of native range grass
then free for the taking. But the farmer, looking
ahead into the glowing future, {nsisted upon an
ag'arifi’uu of the land, under Wence, for proper
cultivation of crops and richer rewardse.

Long before the lomghorns ceased coming
up the dustry trails, the first sharp céllisions had
occurred between these two frreconcilable for€es. RoOws
of barbed wire f ences around select segments of soil
had stopped the free roving of cattie. The tales of the
turbulence and bloodshed that accompanied disputes of
this nature are not a part of gaudy tclaw.‘sion epics
today==but, in essence, they demanded far more heroism

and stamina on the part of some of the men involved
than did the picturesque deeds of the twosgun fighters.
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Then, in 1874, came the Mennonites from
the steppes of Russia--tall, heaviliy-bearded men of
01d Testament types, who first settied thickly in the
‘area sbout Newton. Far more important than their
coming wes that they brought with them their heard,
Turkey Red whest whose prowsss they had thoroughly
tested in their home lend,

From their graphic demonstration that
this wheat could be grown successfully and sbundantly
on the smiling upland plains éf Kansas, cams sbout
what has Deen perhaps the state's most signal achievee
wment in the past 100 yeors--the gaining of its ungssaiiable
reputation as being the greatest wheat-growing area
in tha nation.

sumner ccounty, which .xpcri:ﬁlcad bloed=
shed and turmoil {n its first years, today basks in a
gr at sea of wheat. Year after year, this county pro-
duces the golden graip im such quantity that it aimost
perennially ranks in first position in wheateproduction
smong the state's prodigal producers.

so, after the vivid end adventurous ysars
of its youthe-only a cenpury or less ago--this section
of Kenses has flowered into riches-«by virtue of
the fertility of its soil, from discovered treasures
in its underground, and from the strong institutions
which it hes established.
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Today, the Kensas Turnpike--a stalwart and
rapidiy-growing artery of modern traffic transportas
tion-<-honors {tself and the region through which it
passes by dedicating a bronze symbol of enduring
historical significance to the achievements of
those lysty men who passed this way long ago.

As the Chisholm Trail, with its rough
and rude overtones, contributed helpfuily to the
creation of a&hlgh order of civilized existence,
so-ows must feel sure, ! belleve--will the Kansas
Turnpike, in these piping times of pesace, exercise
and convey powerful benefit to the gleaming future of
a mighty land whose innate :trangt‘, and resources
have been but barely touched,.
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CHISNOLM THALL.

Io 1886 Jesse Chivholm came up the AYKBuG&S rivey 0 Lle prevent
8ite of wicniva, sensus, o lovate alleged gold buried a% the Junotlion
of the 3ig and Litbie Arkausean Hivers by a party of Frenchumen. In 1661
Black Deaver phloted V80 U, L. Twoups under conmend of Cole Fmory from
Fort vashits moross nerthern Indian Territory and soutiern Aansad o the
Senta Pe Trail vorth of Jewtou and headed them porsh eusy to Foyt leavens
worth to fight for the Unlen csute lustead of enrrendering %o the Cone-
fodoratess While he wao gone his bome wai burnsd Sogether with the

original copy of the treaty %3“ io siillem cenn't own hoodewriting
with the Delewsre I [ ) WAl & uenbers
Black beaver was never relubureed for his loso aithough Golouel Fmory
promiecd him he ehould be if semo wes debiyoyed during his absence.

Jesee Chisholm was a half breed scn of a Lo e Who bLad merried a
Cherokes Indiane. o conid %ol 14 lodian languegos bevides Boglivh avd

Epanish and came north %o the precent slve of iiobita with loyel ludiace
driven out of she Indian Paryitory at the begimving of the Civil ware

- flack seawer aud Ohieholm were olove Ivieuds aud no doubt the fleoiug
aoml :n followed elodely the zyouse foliowed by the retreating treope under
. Xie

when the War wes onded Janes Re Mesd snd Josce (hisholm formed a
co-parsoersiip %o trade with She Indiacs and fevk goode Ivom Wiohilba
Bouth over the black Heaver route acd redurned wish other goode taken in
pay tuersfor. Tnis lasted two yeure before At was used a6 & catile
truil that gave 1% 1te pame. Toe wiochite indimse were yemoved from
Hlehita terxitory Yo washisa Indian Perritory ovey this trall by U & troopd.

chisholm creek in Wiochite wss 80 nawed begaune he took & claim cu it
Chicholm died in 1868 on the Horth Cenadian from esting polecuned beaxr's
moste HOUREOT He L. Owene of Oklahows sud Jen. Sam Houston wews related
10 bime e wae rated a8 one of the vobless of men a8 wes Black Leaver.

¥rom 1667 to 1897 the Chisholm Trail, sumetines called the Abeliue
Prail was used es 4 cattle trail and m-l!ea fyom aAbelive, Lanbue 0
Corpue Ghrieid, Temas, and was the tost oattle tyall in the wowxid.
1t was located Shxo sowton, wichita, Caldwell » Honwescay, Mitie,
Tuocn, Terryal sod into Texns,s The locating cu{mn found the Ohieholm
Trail the siraightest and most praciiesl route aoross Oklahoms aud in 1911 1
. At var logged end aecepted av pard of the Meridian road Lrom Hewion %o ek
 Chiockasshs and later aceepted so the permacent loostion of the feridian
rood from ChickaBha % Bowle, Temmu. Prom nesy Yefisrwvon, Uklehowa 0
powle, Texss, L8O miles At hawdly veries thyee miles izom stralgnt livey
and uwses the pass belween the AY! le asd wichite mouutaius over the
trogks made by the chover of catile

[ Wolde 8T Ly, (io [;.-'w L. Ur Ls rfm\-',

\

hYU,u.‘-'t[?\a’ Bt

g By I"»J\"‘f"HJ
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The St. Joseph emigrant road ran west from ¥lwood, through
Tro¥, and joined the Fort Leavenworth military road at Kennekyk,
where the Kickapoo Agency was located. From this point westward
the road was known as the old Military or Califernia road. The
5t. Joseph road was also used bythe Pony Express while it lasted.

'rom “lwood westward the Pony Express reached Troy, Cold Springs,

Syracuse, and Jjoining the Military road at Kennekuk. From this

point on ghe highway ran by way of Kickapoe, Granada, Log Chain,
Seneca, Leramie Creek, Ash Point, Guittard's, Maryeville, Hol-

lenberg, and thence up the Little Blue walley to the Platte
river.

The old Oregon Trail started from Independence, Mo., and
followed the Sante Fe Trail southwest to a point near present
Gardner, in Johnson ccunty, Kensas. From there it turned north-
ward, thence west, traversed Douglas county and entered Shawnee,
erossing the Kansag river at Papan's ferry on site of present
Topeka from 1842 to some time in 1844, when the great flood
swept the ferry away. During later years the river was crossed
at a point a little north and west of the Baptist Pottawatonmie
nission, a few miles west of Topeks, this beinz known far and
wide as "“The Great Crossing.” Thrsese ferries were in operation
at one time in this immediate vicinity. A blacksmith shop, in
connection with the mission, afforded travelers a chance to get
their horses and eattle shod, and their wagons repaired before
starting out on the long journey overland.

A third crossing was just beyong old Uniontown, where the

only rock bottom ford on the river was known. This was about

one and a quarter miles upstream from Uniontown, near the mouth

www.kansasmemory.org/item/222161 ~ Page 42/47
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory

SOCIETY
Trails correspondence

of Cross Creek and south of Bresent Rossville, formerly known

as Cross Creek post office. From there the road ran up the Kaw
valley, past St. Mary's, across the Vermillion river a few miles
east of present Louisville, Pottawatomie county, thence to the
northwest, across the corner of VWestmoreland ; and on to the Big
Blue river, the old road crossing that stream at a point about
five miles below present Marysville, known as the Independence
Crossing. The newer road ran up the river and crossed at lMarys-
ville, then followed up the valley of the Little Blue past Hol-
lenberg, Washington county, the last station in Kansas, and on
to the northwest to the Platte river at Fort Kearneye.

The grasshopper plague you mention occurred in 1874. The
following year the crop of young hoppers hatched out and flew
awaye. There had been grasshepper visitations in Kansas during
pre-territorial days, and many times after. But the 1874 and

1956 crops of hoppers were the worst,
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: Near Mr. Root: T received a short time ago the map of
the Butterfield Trail for the book,"The Overland Trail" and I
vou very much and am dorry you had so in finding it.
Itowas evidently sent to Hays but hed me. Which reminds
I wes to send vou the locations of some of the stations on the
and here they are-

g from Junchion City %o Denver, north

I notice on the map a trail
Sy } oA he Sappa north of Gen
of the BOD which I presume is the one that crosses the Sappa north of Genm,

thine about it? I am hunting dope on a massacre

and if so ecan you tell me
of when end b whom this trail was used

of a party there end some knowledge

et its setting.

to vou and the force for a mewyy Christmas and
S o x e ’ o v 3

Ypurs y </ )

while in K.C. + gecured VolS.
cthkns at different places for
fine shape.

o
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QOct. 6 2003

GETasam

KANSAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Patricia A. Michaelis Director

6525 S/W 6™ Ave,

Topeka, Ks. 66615-1099

Some time ago I received a topographical map from the Franklin
County Historical Society showing the California Road running through
Lane, Kansas. It was incorrect where it was drawn and 1 will give every one
the information I was given by Mr. J. Baker who came to Lane first in 1854
with his father, before John Brown ever came to Kansas.

The Dutch Henry Crossing was the only place you could get across
the Pottawatomie Creek, I know, I have driven teams of horses and wagons
across it, I drove model-T-fords which was difficult and we always took our
Model A Fords down to Dutch Henrys Crossing to wash them it was all rock
bottom. Going out the north side it was through the mud, going out the
south side it was up a steep hill. Maps enclosed with the correct road
location.

M.L. Bus Cornelius
925 Tanana

Costa Mesa, Ca. 92626
714 540 9524
Busandjean@aol.com
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The Topo map showing the California road through the Lane area is wrong. Dutch Henry
Crossing was at near the present day dam and the only place wagons could get across the
creek because of the rock bottom and the water was about six inches deep, the gentile
slope from the north. The south side of the creek had about a twenty foot bank and when
you got on top of that bank you had to detour west to avoid another deep creek then south
into Lane. Where the map show the crossing it was mud three feet deep on the north side
and the creek at that point the creek was about five feet deep and the river banks on the
south were about fifty feet high and when you would get on top of that bank the map
shows you dropping off in to the branch about fifty feet deep. Now this was a wagon
trail and they could not possible travel this route, you could not even ride a horse this
route, let alone take a wagon where the maps shows, it had to be at Dutch Henry Crossing
which is well established.

Then the Topo map show the California Road leaving Lane going in a 8/W direction, up
a one hundred foot steep hill that was difficult for me to ride a horse up and for a wagon
impossible, they went east a quarter of a mile and there was a gentle incline, this is where
my research tells me the California road was. Mr. J. Baker travel this road and this is
where he told us it went.. The Topo Map is Ok, but who ever drew the California road
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