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Pottawatomie county, Kansas. The Catholic mission school at St. Marys
was the only mission among them, except that of the Baptists, in Shawnee
county, which I know of, after their coming North.

THE WYANDOT MISSION.

The Wyandots have a history different from the other tribes among whom
our church established missions in Kansas, in that they were, at the time
they migrated to Kansas, quite highly civilized and quite thoroughly Chris-
tianized.

The genesis of Methodist missions is connected with the Wyandots, as
the first systematized missionary work undertaken by the church was with
this tribe, the converts being the first fruits of her labors among a pagan
Tace. 5

The Wyandots for a long period stood politically at the head of an Indian
federation of tribes, and were so recognized by the United States govern-
ment in the treaties made with the Indians of the old Northwest territory.
In the early part of the last century they occupied a large reservation in
what is now Wyandot county, Ohio, something more than twelve by twelve
miles in extent, and through which flowed the Sandusky river. By a treaty
made at Upper Sandusky, Ohio, March 17, 1842, they ceded their lands to
the United States, they being then the only Indians remaining in the state.® it

In the year 1816, John Stewart,* a converted mulatto, felt called to la- q
bor among them as a missionary and succeeded in making a number of con- i I
verts, among whom were several chiefs. When Stewart began to labor  #
among the Wyandots they were the most degraded heathen. Stewart’s : it
parents were free people of color, and he was born in Powhattan county, iiis
Virginia. He died December 17, 1823. A church and schoolhouse were
erected and a farm opened. The boys were taught agriculture and the
girls various domestic arts. The advancement made under our missionaries
was something marvelous; so that when they migrated to what is now Wy-
andotte county, Kansas, in July, 1843, they were in a high state of civiliza-
tion, and brought with them a fully organized Methodist church of more
than 200 members, with some local preachers and exhorters of ability and
prominence. Among them were some splendid specimens of Indian piety
and thrilling pulpit eloquence. One factor which contributed largely toward
making them a superior nation was the large infusion of white blood that the
tribe contained, and that of some rather prominent families. The Walker,
Hicks, Zane, Armstrong and Mudeater families were all founded by cap-
tives who were adopted into the tribe. :

Their reservation in Kansas consisted of thirty-nine sections of land, a i
little more than one township, thirty-six being purchased December 4, 1843, |
for $46,080, from the Delawares, their neighbors on the west and north, and !
their reputed nephews, and three being the gift of the same tribe. Their g
little reservation at the confluence of the Kansas and Missouri rivers was a
finely wooded tract of very fertile land, beautifully undulating and well

NorTe 83.—History of the Wﬂndot Mission at Upper Sandusky, Ohio, by James Finley,
Cincinnati, 1840; History of the Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, by Rev. Enoch
Mudge, in History of American Missions, 1840, p. 529.

Note 84, —For a connected his of this tribe, see *'The Wyandot Indians,"” by Ray E.
Merwin, on 78 of this volume,  Provisional Government of Nebraska Territory and the
Jx-;umnll of @lllhm Walker, by W. E. Connelley, Lincoln, Neb., 1899, relates to the Wyandots in
nsas.
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watered. The site was eligible and healthy, and upon it has grown up the
Kansas metropolis.

When the Wyandots arrived by two steamboats at their reservation, July
28 and 31, 1843, they numbered about 700 souls. Mrs. Lucy Bigelow Arm-
strong says® that among the more than 200 church members there were nine
class-leaders, several exhorters, and three local preachers, one of whom,
Squire Greyeyes, a man full of faith and the Holy Ghost, and a true mis-
sionary, was ordained deacon. The members were divided into five classes
for religious work and instruction. The Rev. James Wheeler, who had been
their missionary for nearly four years, accompanied them. Religious serv-
ices were held on their journey and all their religious appointments kept up
in Ohio were resumed on their first camping-ground in Kansas. Most of the
Wyandots camped on the reservation from the latter part of July till the
latter part of October, 1843, while some rented houses in and about West-
port, Mo. Their missionary, Rev. James Wheeler, found a home at the
Shawnee manual-labor school, and preached at the Wyandot camp nearly
every Sabbath and often during the week, His services were required fre-
quently, as sixty of their number died in the three months they were
camped there. The Wyandot preachers and exhorters were always at their
posts, so that there were always two regular preaching gervices on the
Sabbath and five well-attended class-meetings in the place appointed for pub-
lie preaching and in some of the camps. A general prayer-meeting was held
on Wednesday evening, and on Thursday evening there was preaching by
Squire Greyeyes or another of the Wyandots. The interpreters for Mr.
Wheeler were Geo. 1. Clark and J ohn M. Armstrong.

Mr. Wheeler attended the Missouri conference, held at Lexington in
October, 1843, as the missions were a part of this conference. From there
Mr. Wheeler returned to Ohio, expecting to return to the Wyandots in the
spring.

The Wyandots held their meetings regularly on the Sabbath and Wednes-
days and Fridays during the winter of 1843-"44 in their camps, for only a
few had houses in which to live. At the close of a meeting in January, 1844,
Squire Greyeyes proposed that the brethren should come together, cut down
trees, hew logs, make puncheons and clapboards, and build a church. While
they were all busy clearing "ground, splitting rails to enclose their fields for
the spring crops, they set apart a day now and then to work on the new
church, So faithfully did they labor that they were able to worship in it
in April of the same year, 1844, the preacher standing on one tier of the
puncheon floor and the congregation sitting on the uncovered sleepers. This,
the first church built by the Wyandots in Kansas, was a good, hewed-log
house, about thirty by forty feet, located about three miles from the con-
fluence of the Kansas and Missouri rivers.® It was completed before the
return of the missionary, Mr. Wheeler, in May of the same year, and their
first quarterly meeting for the year was held in it the first Saturday and
Sunday in June, at which time he baptized all the infants born to the Wyan-

ngsﬁ.—um.Armhwe’s acsount may be found in Cutler’s History of Kansas, 1883, pp.

NoTe 86, —Mrs. Luz: Arms! . in her sketch of the Washington Ayenue Methodist
Church, Kansas City, :g- this church was built on Mr, Kerr's place, or about the
western limit of the city—Washington and Eighteenth streeta.—History, Record and Directory
Washington Avenue Methodist Church, Kansas City, 1893,
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dots during his absence. A parsonage, built about half a mile from the
confluence of the rivers, was nearly completed at this time. This was a
two-story frame house, costing about $1500, being a part of the proceeds of
the mission farm improvements at Upper Sandusky, Ohio, one result of the
labors of the old missionaries Finley, Gilruth, Bigelow, and their successors.
This parsonage, Mrs. Armstrong says, was unjustly alienated from the
Methodist Episcopal church by the Wyandot treaty of 1855, the Manypenny i
treaty. Theabove description is largely gathered from the reminiscences of it
Mrs, Lucy Bigelow Armstrong. :
During Mr. Wheeler’s absence, the missionaries from the Shawnee,
Delaware and Kickapoo missions preached to the Wyandots once in two
weeks, alternately—Rev. J. C. Berryman, superintendent of the manual-
labor school; Rev. Learner B. Stateler, missionary to the Shawnees; E. T. i
and J. Thompson Peery, of the Delawares; and N. M. Talbot, of the Kicka- h
The slavery question, which rent the Methodist Episcopal church asun- :
der in 1845, assumed a more acute form among the Wyandots than with |
any of the other tribes among which our church established her missions in
Kansas. They had just recently moved from the northern part of Ohio, a il
free state, and had not been affected by pro-slavery influences, as the other i
Kmasmisaimmhadbean,bymmottheirbehngh:gtotheumﬁm it
ference and served by Southern and pro-slavery sympathizers. s |
Rev. James Wheeler returned to Ohio in May, 1846. From the journal _;i’*
|

of Wm. Walker, we are able to obtain the exact date; for, under date of (2
May 4, 1846, he makes record as follows: * The deacon packing up his ef- il
fects for a move to Ohio’’; and under date of May 5, ““At eleven o’clock |
the deacon and his family bade adien to the Wyandots and embarked on
board the ‘ Radnor ' with sorrowful hearts. May they have a pleasant and
prosperous voyage.'' May 9, «E, T. Peery’s family, successors of J. W.,
moved over to-day.”’

The Wyandots were, by the removal of Mr. Wheeler, deprived of their
spiritual leader. All about them were strong pro-slavery influences. About 1|14
this time the Wyandots held an official meeting,® and resolved that they HEw |
would ““not receive a missionary from the church south of the line’’ di- I E
viding the new organization from the Methodist Episcopal church, according
to the proposed plan of separation.

The Rev. E. T. Peery was appointed missionary to the Wyandots from
1845 to October, 1848. Mr. Peery represented himself to the Wyandots as
being opposed to slavery, but finally went with the majority of the mission-
aries into the Church South. In October, 1846, when the United States
government paid the Wyandots for the improvements on their Ohio homes,
Mr. Peery proposed in an official meeting that they should build a larger
and better church, and more convenient to the parsonage, than the log
church. James Big Tree, who was a licensed exhorter in the church, op-
posed it, saying that the Church South would claim it, but Mr. Peery over-
ruled the objection, saying that the records were kept in the name of the
Methodist Episcopal church, and that it was well known that the Wyandots
were opposed to the new organization (Methodist Episcopal Church South),
and would adhere to the old organization, or a majority, at least, would.

NoTe §7.—Cutler’s History of Kansas, p. 1228.
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A™good brick building,
fifty by thirty-five feet,
with a basement, was
erected, and oecupied No-
vember 1, 1874.#¢ The funds
were raised mostly by pri-
vate subscriptions among
the people. The organiza-
tion at this time numbered
240 members—two mnative
preachers and four exhort-
ers. The building, it ap-
pears, was not finished till
several years later, but all
the services were now held
in this church, but, as here-
tofore, class- and prayer-
meetings in private houses
in different neighborhoods,
largely through the labors
of Greyeyes.

The new brick meeting-
house proved to be a bone
of contention between the
opposing factions.

The journals of Wm.
1 SILAS ARMSTRONG, Walker, published by Wm.
il W yuton shiad 50 [nipreiss E. Connelley in his interest-
i ing volume ‘“Wm. Walker

i and the Provisional Government of Nebraska Territory, '’ gives us an ingight
into the contest waged so bitterly by the opposing factions, and which re-
sulted in the burning of both the old log church and thenew brick churchin
the Wyandot Nation.®® Due allowance must be made for Governor Walker’s
bias toward the pro-slavery party and the M. E. Church South. He was a

NoTe 88.— Mrs, Armstrong says this brick church was one-half mile from town, on the
od tract, supposed to be about Tenth street and Freeman avenue, Kansas City, Kan.

NoTe 89.—William E. Connelly writes, under date of Topeka, October 1, 1906, as follows :
My DEAR BroTHER LUTZ —I received your manuseript, and read it with much pleasure and
#vﬁz. It contains much that 1 did not know in relation to the missions other than that to the
yandots. It is very valuable. 1was at a loss to know where to find many things about the
Shawnees ; you have it all here. I send you herewith ies of a few documents which I have in
colleetion. I have hundreds of them on this ehurch division in the Wyandot nation, but these
be sufficient for this paper.
date of the burning of the church buildings is April 8, 1856, 1 find this in the sketch of
the church left I'ﬁAunt Lucy B. Armstrong. I have the manuscript, and it is published in the
directory of the Washington Avenue Methodist Church for 1893, The entry is as fol-
fows: 0n the night of April 8, 1866, both church buildings were burned to the ground by in-
eend " The churches were burned by some young men who d
organization. The Church South had no organ in the nation at that time. This may seem
a strange statement to make, but I quote you the following document :
“The undersigned, ofical membersof the Methodist A G arah Bosth, for ourss!
u L u or ves
bership, .A.Eninnroe. superintendent of the Kan-

1%
:
|
:
:
:

wmht prosperous — have deliberately determined upon & union of
mwmmwmwehmh
“The official and private have for the past two years observed with pain and deep
regret a continual decline in ﬂunﬁltitull condition of this society.

The eause, in part, of the falling-off may be attributed to the loss by death of many of our
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Methodist Missions Among the Indians in Kansas. 217

slaveholder on a small scale. Mr. Connelley says that ‘‘ Governor Walker
was extremely bitter, intolerant and unjust in his attitude toward the M.
E. church, although he did not belong to the Church South, and his wife and
daughter Martha belonged to the M. E. church.”” Under date of September
1, 1848, Governor Walker says:

“‘ Pursuant to notice, the nation assembled at the camfp—ground and at
twelve o'clock proceeded to org'amze by the appointment of James Washing-
ton, president, and John Hicks, sen’r, vice-president, and W. Walker, sec-
retary. The object [of the conventlon] being to determine whether the
nation will declare for the Southern division of the M. E. church or the
Northern. After an animated discussion by S. Armstrong, W. Walker,
M. R. Walker, J. D. Bruwn. F. A. chlu David Young and others i in favor
of the South, and J. M. Armstrong, G. 1. Clark, Squire Gre g es in favor t
of the North, a prea.mble and resolution [were] adopted by which the nation 1
declared for the South.”’ |

September 5. —‘‘ Writing an appeal to the Ohio conference.’ |

September 7. — ‘‘To-day the church members were to be memb]ed at the |
new brick church to vote on the question ‘North or South,’ but unfortu-

nately the members refused to attend, and so ended the affair. A rather
severe rebuke to the agitators.”

October 21.—*‘Wrote an address to the Indian Mission conference for the
official members. . . . Inthe evening the notorious Bishop Andrews
[Andrew]‘ came over. Called upon h.lm at the deacon’s. Found him sociable
and affable—a real, burly Georgian.”’

Sunday, October 22.—““Attended church and heard the bishop preach.
In the afternoon he dined with us.’” 1

October 23.—““A preacher, it seems, is appointed by the Ohio conference . |16 e
to come in here and sneak about like a night burglar or incendiary to do
harm and not good. What is it that reli Jg*ioma fanaticism will not do? The ;;| i
seceders have stolen the church records.’ HEES

October 24.— ‘At night a number of our friends came and stayed till a i i
late hour discussing various matters. Determined to callin the authority of
the Nation and the Indian Agent, to é:mtect their rights from the seceders.’ !

Sunday, October 29.—‘Went to Church, and to our astonishment found i
the presi mg Elder of the Quasi Northern Dtatnct a Mr. Still; the Deacon, i

|

1
{118
1
|

as a matter of Grace, asked him to preach, which he stternpted to do;
‘ Sorter " preached. e Church was then d“ndad , South from the North,
Meeting appointed by the Northerners for evening.’

old, i d and zeal bers and fathers in the and no jons to supply
these losses.
“‘For the last two years we have thought that thedmruh n’l our choice looked upon this
ehau].::s&ubmdm e8| h.lrhythlseon‘fmnee. b] from ch:mmd_l}‘e’minluuﬁl
mhl us Ve
suppd the church —a :nhun which past et to be inently useful l.nd

ith our people. i i
Nom:: w:]:l:nrwhusmtbemmmmm ofthtloonfenmeyur.dwhtmdwoﬁ 11

and loyalty to the Methodist Episcopal Church South. A erisis has nd,a.nditmmbemet, &
and how to meet it was asked ; but no satisfactory response was made — no effectual remedy |i
. “To our stat ts and suggesti were returned better calculated to silence than |
to satisfy us. 1
“To us, as the alt: ive was p d, either spiritual death or a change, and |
the stern ity of L tase d us |

to choose the latter.
““We dissolve our eonnection with the Church South from a deep sense of duty. We part in |
peace, and shall carry with us feelings of high regard, esteem and Christian love for our brethren. |
"Tmlunim‘munduitobﬂwshumwhuwﬂumut the brick church as well as |

the parsonage. ar
'Thewnrrmnmntwmbemldcfwl imt it to your church of its out- \
lay in money in the jon of the ch

There mnamuhthnabawdmmm.ndlthuﬂdmﬂ:hutmﬂmduft. 1t is in
thahlndwﬂtin:owamWﬂlw.andhamﬂmuymW clrticlu. 1 found this docu-
ment among h Mh,mthnnmnhutnf‘rper wing, which ia in the
hndwﬂﬂngdﬁwvmrﬂdkn.md being on the same would mk-ltmh!nthnboﬂt
mnmm utﬂuﬂntdrlﬂxdthpmlisndlndwhdnm
ilomlchurchhwm'wld

‘made overtures
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October 30.—“‘At candle-light the Wyandott Chiefs met at our domicile
and prepared a communication to the Agent, asking the interpogition of the
ﬁov_emm’ ent to keep out of our territory those reverend disturbers of the

ation.”’

November 28.—*“Rev. J. Thompson Peerey, our newly appointed mis-
sionary, moved into the parsoms.ﬁe. 2

November 80, —*“ To-night will be held the first official meeting of the
Church South under the inistration of Rev. J. T. Peerey.”’

December 1.—* Called upon Mr. Peerey and presiding elder Stateler.
. . . Mr, James Gurley, the preacher sent by the Ohio annual conference
to preach abolitionism to tﬁa_Wyandotts, has just arrived. So I suppose we
are to have religious dissensions in full fraition. "’

ber 2.— ¢ Mr. Gurley called upon us and defended his position, If
he follows the instructions received from Bishop Morris we shall not have
much trouble, for he will 'ga.ther up his awls’ and pull out.”

Sunday, December 3.—‘*Must go to the Synagogue and hear Mr. Gurley

lnﬂhdmﬂununhnutthntvnmhﬁnumtedintbe{r jcation. We receive them
brethren

as and sisters

“With this complaint of a want of proper attention towards them from your conference, we
Mumh:w”:mmmm.hmrddmbmwmmunﬂrnﬂwam
brethren of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, while we invoke the blessing of the Great
Head of the Chureh upon this union.”

Church South again effected an organization in the nation I
have not had time to ascertain. But it eould not have been very soon after this union; the war
an the border began about that time, and things were very unsettled. I think this Kansas war
had more to do with the burning of ‘the church buildings than any religious controversy which
could MthMuthm i

As tory of the hiul dmmmu.:wmmrmnmmd
Aunt Lucy, referred to before:

“With Doctor Goode as superintendent came the Rev. J. H. as . Soon
after their arrival twelve of the members who had joined the Church South returned to the old
church. Among the number were M ndot chief,
of William Wi , who b p py

1 am satisfied that Mrs. Hannah Walker never united with the Church
dl:ﬁ‘l:;ar Martha, Jesse Garrett, Esq., who married Martha,

al remained in the old church, but the luling’:u 8o bitter that they could not at-
, and that they did attend the services of t] Church South.
her document, showing that the succession has always remained in the Methodist Epis-
eopal ehureh, is as follows (I do not know the handwriting, but I secured the paper from a
daughter of Aunt Lucy):
“grate oF Missourl, COUNTY oF JACKSON, to wit;
e Peery, of the county aforesaid, being duly sworn saye that he was Missionary to
. ian Territory, from June, 1846, to October, 1848; that
though the said affiant was in connection with the Methodist Church South at that time,
records of all the official ngs of the Church among the Wyandots during that time were in
the name of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the licenses of the Local g‘ruuhm and Ex-
Tters were d q ly as from the ly Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church; that ata nmﬁ:mf the official members of the Church among the Wyandotts
in May, 1846, it was resolved, that Chureh among the Wyandotts would not submit to the
jurisdietion of the Church "

“*Zgid afMant further states, that at another official mutirg.rhdd in the fall of 1846, it was

mwhﬁmbﬁﬁmmhaMmMpmn% building a Methodist Church

£

among the Wyai were circulated for that pu the Wyandotts themselves con-
tributed the most of the Money raised, the Wyandott dmthz'l?he Hundred dollars out
of the National Annuity ; that the Church was builtin;:'rmmut decision of the
Mlmmbu&wduﬂyfmmwwmin}lm , 1847; that regular religious
were held in it, and thsnemd-ufumctmmhwm:tﬂllmptinlhanmeurtﬂwueﬂmdmhi-
copal Church, as heretofore stated, until the fall of 1848, when the bership was divided, a
mnmuﬁtrnfthummadjmﬂnzwthelhtbod t Episcopal Church; that after the or-
ganization of Kansas Territory a State of Lawlessness a isorder prevai the border,
and much property was d d, and the af d was burned in April, 1856 ;
ﬂd'phumhmm-tﬁwthmoﬁhd-huauom

Said affiant further states, that in 1344 a was built for the use of the Missionary
of the Methodist Church to the W costing fifteen do money
being alrlrt the of the Mission Farm at U Sandusky, Ohio, which Farm was made
by the Missionary of the Methodist Episcopal Chu that tion of the afore-
said parsonage as belon, to the Church South by the Treaty of January 3lst, was unjust,
since the money used in building said F b hodist Ep
Church. and further says not.”" x

KansAs City, Mo., Feb. 15th, 1864,

or three ‘but did not meet

time. I sent the paper to him, however, by is son, which he

wife that he could endorse it all except that which says,

M. E. Church,’ upon this point he is not so . 1 am sorry

5 nd also the dollar handed to me
AvFrep H. POWELL."

g

-
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“hold forth.” He held forth. Went to Church at early candle-lighting and
heard the preacher in charge, J. T. Peerey.”

January 30, 1849. —*Went to attend the session of the Council, in order
to report the result of the meeting, on the 19th, of the non-professing mem-
bers, who decided that both missionaries should be expelled from the na-
tion." Made my report, and closed with a speech, defining our position,
and closed with a solemn warning to the Northern faction.’’

February 10.—‘* To-day is the time appointed for the Northern quarterly
meeting. But will it be held? "’

July 15.—*‘ Dr. Hewitt moved to-day from Wyandott Territory to give
place to his successor. ‘Sic transit glori mundi,’ ' —Connelley's Provi-
sional Government, p. 260.

It is in order now to narrate a little more particularly the events which
led to Doctor Hewitt's moving from the territory, as recorded in the entry
.of Governor Walker’s journal, just quoted. This was the culmination of the il
troubles between the Methodist Episcopal church and the Methodist Episco- g
pal Church South. i

Dr. Richard Hewitt was sub-Indian agent for the Wyandots, and a
‘somewhat intense slavery propagandist. The report of Doctor Hewitt to the
commissioner of Indian affairs for 1848 will show his attitude toward the
-opposition. We must take into consideration the fact that great pressure
was brought to bear upon the agent by the Southern faction. In his report
for 1848 he says: .

“‘During the past summer some dissension has existed among the mem-
bers of the church arising out of the division of the Methodist Episcopal
church, which took place four years ago, by which a line of separation sepa-
rating the slaveholding from the non-slaveholding territories was agreed It
upon by the general conference of that church. By this prudential arrange- =
ment all the Indian missions west of the states of Missouri and Arkansas, i
ete., under the patronage of that church were thrown into the Southern di-
vision and under the pastoral care of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. |
By the history of this church arrangement or ecclesiastical legislation, it i
-appears that at the last quadrennial session, held in May last, the Northern L
division in its separate capacity abrogated and annulled the plan of separa- }
tion mutually agreed upon four years previous, and intend to invade the
territory of the former.

“From information on which I ean rely, it appears that certain clergy-
men in Ohio, with a view of the furtherance of their plans, have cor-
respondg with such Wyandotts as they are acquainted with and could be
influenced. These communications are- doubtless well seasoned with abo-
litionism, with a view of stirring up disaffection and discord among the
people, and, through them, among the Delawares, Shawnees, and Kickapoos, e B
among which the Southern division has missionary establishments; this move- 1
ment has not been without its effects, especially among the Wyandots, who
are, to a limited extent, slaveholders themselves, in producing strife and
c:l)lntention, not among the membership only, but through the nation gener-
ally.

“‘A memorial was forwarded, not long since, b'y the disaffected members,
addressed to the Ohio annual conference, praying the appointment of a
preacher from that body to reside among them as missionary.

‘“ A protest addressed to the same body was shortly afterwards ado&ted
and forwarded by the nation, protesting against any interference in eir
affairs, and warning that body of the disastrous consequences that might
follow them, from such agitations which would grow out of the stationing
of a preacher from the North, when they were already supplied by the Indian
Mission conference.

Note 90.—Wm. E. Connelley says: ''This action resulted in the expulsion of the miss
“tbﬁf“hdﬁ,@"’ml church. The missionary of the Methodist Episcopal Church
was not moles
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«The whole movement has no doubt originated in abolitionism, which
seldom hesitates at the means to accomplish its purpose.

“Should a preacher be sent here from the North (Ohio) contrary to the
wishes of the nation, and we have no other authority than that given him
by that conference, 'and he present himself, I shall be compelled (in this
novel case), in the absence of special instructions, to enforce the ‘inter-
course laws,’ however unpleasant it may be to my feelings.

+Notwithstanding those engaged in the getting up of this unpleasant
state of things act with great energy (an energ, and perseverance worthy
of a better cause) and no little bitterness of feeling, 1 am bound in candor
to believe that their actions are prompted by an honest though a misguided
zeal. Their course of conduct proves conclusively to nﬁr mind that it is far
easier to reason men into error out of it. — RICHARD HEWITT, Sub-agent. "

{ Report United States Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1848, pp. 486, 487.)

We have been unable to gather from Governor Walker’s journal, or from
any other source, anything concerning the particulars of the arrest of Rev.
Mr. Gurley and his expulsion from the nation. The matter was taken up at
the annual meeting of the bishops of the Methodist Episcopal church, in
their session at Newark, N. J., in April, 1849. After some consultation
concerning our missions in the Missouri territory, Bishop Morris was ap-
pointed to draft a memorial to the Department of the Interior, at Washing-
ton, in relation to the expulsion of Rev. James Gurley from *hs Wyandot
nation. Following are the material portions of the document:

«The Wyandot Indians, formerly of Sandusky, Ohio, now . the terri-
tory west of Missouri, have for thirty years past been regu arly supplied
with missionaries from our church, except a short interval since the or-
ganization of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. ‘When the Wyandots
removed from Ohio to their present home, our missionary, Rev. J. heeler,
who had been their pastor for years, accompanied them and remained with
them until 1846, when, the Indian Mission conference having adhered to the
Methodist Episcopal Church South, he returned to his own conference in
Ohio. The Wyandots were much digsatisfied with their new position in
church affairs, and gave notice to the Church South that they would look to
us for supplies of ministers, and accordingly, in 1848, sent a £etition to the
Ohio conference for a missionary. This was signed by the official and lead-
ing men of the gociety, as is usual in such cases. v. James Gurley, &
minister long and favorably known among us, was selected, appointed, and
sent, with a letter of instruction from T. A. Morris. That letter was ob-
tained from Mr. Gurley by Major Cummins, United States agent near Fort
Leavenworth, and, so far as we know, is still in his hands; otherwise we
would {th forward to you the original. After Mr. Gurley’s arrival
at Wyandot, the official members of our church there, in a communication to
T. A. Morris, expressed their gratitude and pleasure on his reception among
them, and having heard of an idle and false rumor of an intention on our

to recall him, remonstrated s ly against in. Subsequently how-
ever, Doctor Hewitt, subagent of the yandot nation, had Mr. Guriey ar-
rested, and ordered him to leave ‘the nation. One fact to which we beg
leave to call your special attention is, that no exception to the moral, Chris-
tian or ministerial character or conduct of Mr. Gurley was alleged, even by
Doctor Hewitt, as a reason for expelling him from the nation, nor E
Gurley any personal diﬂieul:hyewith any individual there; yet h: ¥as driven
off, to the freat grief of Christian society over which he was pastor,
consisting of a large majority of the church-members in the W w.Jot nation.

“Now, what we wish is, to be informed whether the act of Doctor Hewitt
was authorized and sanctioned by the government, or merely an assumption
of power on his part. If the latter, we re:gect!ully ask that the abuse of
the power may be corrected in such way as the department ma&deem prolf:er,
the ressed, and our constitu rights secured. W of no
reason why our missionaries should be excluded from the Indian Territory,
while the missionaries of other churches are tolerated and protected.”
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This communication, signed
by all the bishops, was duly
forwarded to Hon. Thos. Ew-
ing, secretary of the interior.
It caused the speedy removal
from office of Doctor Hewitt,
sub-agent at Wyandot, and the
restoration of our privileges as
a church in the Indian Terri-
tory.

It appears, from the journals
of Governor Walker, that both
the church buildings were
standing as late as 1851, for he
records:

“November 2.—Went in
company with Martha [his
daughter] to the Northern
Quarterly Meeting. Heard a
E)or sermon from the Presiding

Ider [Geo. W. Roberts]. Rev.
L. B. Stateler preached at the
Brick Church.

‘“Sunday, 16.—Must go 520}
the Synagogue to hear Mr,
Searritt preach, this being his
day to preach at the Brick
Church. A rather thin congre-

tion.
1. MONONCUE. 2 BETWEEN-THE-LOGS. . ‘“‘April 10, 1852. —Inthe even-
Two noted Wyandot ¢hiefs and Methodist ing Rev. Mr. Barker, Mr. Scar-
preachers. ritt's successor, called upon us

and spent some time with us.”’

The preachers for the Methodist Episcopal Church South for the confer-
ence year 1851-'52 were Revs. Nathan Scarritt and D. D. Doffelmeyer.
They served the Shawnee, Delaware and Wyandot missions.

One feature of the old-time Methodism was the camp-meeting. The
Wyandots held them in the forests of Ohio in the early days, and introduced
them into Kansas. They were held annually by the Shawnees, Delawares,
and Wyandots. Governor Walker’s journals give us a brief description of

one of these great gatherings in the forests:

‘ Friday, September 3, 1852. —Our folks all in a bustle, house upside down,
moving to the Camp ground cooking utensils, provisions, Bed clothes, etc. In
the evening I went to the consecrated ground and found a very comfort-
able shantee erected.

‘“‘Sunday, September 5. —At the Cam% ground. The great Conch shell”
was Sounded as a Signal to rise from our beds and prepare for morning devo-
tions and breakfast. At 11 o’clock A. M. a large Congregation assembled
under the Arbor prepared for the occasion, and was addressed by a Rev., Mr.
Love, of St. Louis, in a sermon of great eloquence and ability. . . . Devo-
tional exercises were continued through the day and till a late hour in the
night. Several new members were received into the Church.

‘“ September 19. — Engaged in writing a long epistle to the Northern Bishop

NoTE 91.—The conch-shell referred to above is in the jon of Wm. E. C 1l It
was used by the Wyandots for eenturiea.
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REV. L. B. STATELER.

who is to preside at the Northern Conference in St. Louis, upon their Mis-
siona pmt;om among the Indians.
%Ete ber 24. —Finished my letter to the Bishop, making sixteen
in which I have attempted to show u theae canting Methodist Abolition ts
in their true colors. e preache the Northern Methodist Church prowl-
i'n;% around on this fmntlar are the most_contemptible, hypoeritical, canting
of fellows that ever disgraced raced Christianity.

«+November 19.—1 learned on esterﬂay that Doctor Cli r [M.
Klepper], the Northern Pmcher. {“amv ?
E:nsi:weedu v. James Witten" as pmehar charge of the pih ul fac-

ere

92.—Rev. James WITTEN was born in Tazewell county, Vh“-‘lnh. ulmlt 1m 'ﬂh
wwamummmudmm He was also a kinsman

Fols o Springfied Mo, he mother PeE LS o' Cre S0 .f&'“x?.‘.‘i‘&“&ﬂ‘ﬁé‘
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P

— A

MRS. MELINDA STATELER.

“January 11, 1853.—Drew up a petition to the Council praying that body
to restrain Dr. Clipper from opening a Missionary Establishment in our
Territory as unnecesury and useless. |

e Januu& 19.— Wrote to Maj. Moseley at Sarcoxie, upon matters apper- i
taining to the Agency, especia iy about the movements of the Northern |
Missionary.’’ il

|

In October, 1858, Bishop Morris, who presided over a conference at New-

!-ian-. He was nﬂnﬂtbadnuu-hlinthn?mmnumfmm held at Franklin, October 30, 1817,
nth-eh-wiﬂ:ln,llmarm who afterward became a prominent figure in the work
among the Indian tribes in Kansas, In 1822 he and the year was married to
Miss Eliza Ewing, of Washington cuant{i\'lr'inh. 1847 he moved to northwest Missouri,
where he entered the active work in the Methodist mhmmlehur:h. lhhndt.hmbwﬂtn
JohnW‘.Wm.A..lndThmndldwkmmll f lll"h){
as local preachers Thomas was the founders of Portland, Ore. ahuum-
death occurred about 1870. Bhvﬂ.lhthﬂmamdw‘lﬂnﬂ slaveholder. Mr. Wit~
ten was opposed to slavery, and his remaining in the Methodist hheopdehmh:tthmd
the division was the cause of alienating many of his friends and relatives ‘were alaveholders.
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ark, Mo., made a hasty visit to the Wyandot mission in company with Rev.
J. M. Chivington,” missionary to the Wyandots, on his way to attend the
Arkansas conference, at Fayetteville. The journey from northwest Missouri
was made in a stage wagon. They crossed the Missouri river at Weston
ferry and entered Nebraska territory, passing Fort Leavenworth, and trav-
eling through the lands of the Stockbridge Indians.” On Friday, October
14, they reached Wyandotte and visited Mrs. Lucy Bigelow Armstrong, whom
they found comfortably living in a good house, supporting herself in part by
teaching. On Saturday they went to the mission premises, occupied by
Doctor Klepper, and remained with him over the Sabbath. The bishop made
his first effort at public speaking through an interpreter on Sunday, and was
not much pleased with the method.

The last appointment made by the Methodist Episcopal church to the
Wyandots as a mission was in 1855. ““Delaware and Wyandot mission, J.
H. Dennis, Charles Ketchum,® and one supply.”’ This year the Wyandots
made a treaty by which they dissolved their tribal relations, accepted the
allotment of the lands in severalty, and became citizens of the United
States, The old mission developed into the Washington Avenue Methodist
Episcopal Church, and the mission of the Methodist Episcopal Church South
also grew into a fine city church of that denomination.

There were a number of men belonging to the Wyandots who took an
active part in our missionary operations and who deserve a brief notice.
Rev. Wm. H. Goode, who resided among them, has recorded brief notices in
his “‘ Outposts of Zion,”’ of some of the more prominent men of this tribe.
Of Squire Greyeyes he writes as follows :

“‘Squire eyes, a native reacher, was the model man of his tribe.
He was one of the early fruits o Finley's labors, and lived toa %ood old age;
small in stature; quick and active in his movements; spirited, but mild and
gentle in his temper; serupulously neat in his person an zealous in his piety
and exemIplayy in his walk, he was, upon the whole, one of the noblest speci-
mens of Indian character. No white missionary ever could move and melt
and sway the Wyandots as he did. The missionaries understood this, and
when direct effect was intended they placed him in the front. Still he was
unassuming, and seemed highly to appreciate and enjoy the labors of the
missionaries through the interpreters, as his flowing tears would often tes-
tify. His wife considmbiyrg_is junior, was neat and pious and his home
comfortable. 1 loved to visit him, though he could converse but little. He
rarely attempted English.”

William E. Connelley says he was the son of Doctor Greyeyes, who
was the son of a British army officer who married a Wyandot girl at De-
troit during the war of the revolution. Squire Greyeyes was a Methodist
preacher, converted at the old Wyandot mission in Ohio, under the labors of
Rev. Jas. B. Finley, who was the leading man connected with that mission.
In 1826 Greyeyes was a class-leader there. His son, John W. Greyeyes,
was educated at the mission in Kansas and at Kenyon College, Gambier,
Ohio, where he graduated. He became a successful lawyer.

George 1. Clarke was a man of influence among the Wyandots, and was

Nors 93.— Goode's Ouposts of Zion, pp. 249, 252; United States Special Commissioner on
qu.luqal‘i'l‘rlhu. Report of B, F. Wade, 1867; Official Records, War of the Rebellion, vol. 41, pt. 1,
B

Note #.— For Kansas reservation ofsmkhrm.!‘mibnt New York Indians, in south-
mputdmumm.mm-numm vol. 8, p. 83.

Note 9. — Sketeh of Charles Ketehum, in Goode’s Qutposts of Zion, p. 206,
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elected head chief. He was born June 10, 1802, and died June 25, 1858. He
belonged to the faction that opposed slavery and adhered to the old church.
Mr. Goode has this to say of him:

“Geo: e I Clark a local Sreacher, was my near ne:ghbor. He was a
half-bre good sense, gentle manners, consistent He spoke Eng-
lish tolerabl well, and was understood to render %ng ish eorrectly into
Wyandot, He was our stated interpreter. 1 have enjoyed many pleasant !
opportunities of preaching through him. He had a good farm and com- il
fortable residence near where Quindaro now stands.”

Another prominent man of the tribe was John Hicks, who was the last of
the hereditary chiefs of the Wyandot nation. He died February 14, 1853,
being upwards of eighty years of age. He was one of the first converts
at the old mission in Ohio in 1819, and was a member in the church thirty-
five years. He was licensed as an exhorter in the church. He affiliated
with the Church South. His son, Francis A. Hicks, was also a man of note
in the tribe. He was born in 1800 and died in 1855. He was head chief
of the Wyandots. He first sided with the Church South and took part in the
expulsion of the missionary of the Methodist Episcopal church, Mr. Gurley,
He afterward returned to the Methodist Episcopal church. His daughter
was educated at the Cincinnati Wesleyan Female College.

John M. Armstrong, a half-breed, was the leader of the Wyandots who
refused to go with the Southern faction in the division. His father, Robert
Armstrong, was captured by Wyandots and Seneecas on the Alleghany river
in 1783. He married Sarah Zane. J. M. Armstrong married Lucy Bige-
low, daughter of Rev. Russell Bigelow, an eloquent pioneer preacher of .l |
Ohio, and who, as the presiding elder of the Portland district in Ohio, was fitd
also superintendent of the Wyandot mission in 1829-'30. Lucy Bigelow |
Armstrong died January 1, 1892, aged seventy-three years. Mr. Armstrong 18
was an attorney at law, and was associated for some time with Hon. John }
Sherman, of Mansfield, Ohio, where he died April 11, 1852, while on his way
to Washington. For fuller sketches of the Armstrong and Hicks families,
see Connelly’s ‘‘Provisional Government.*’

LIST OF APPOINTMENTS

To the Indian missions of the Methodist church, from 1830 to 1860 (from the
general minutes of the church):

Number in society.
EN e Gt White. Colored. Indians.
1830. Kansas or Kaw mission, William Johnson......

Shawnee Mission, Thomas Johnson............
1831. Presiding elder and superintendent Kansas mis-
sions, Jos. Edmundson:
Kansas missions,*” Thomas Johnson, William
A g T e et s s e T . Sy 31
1832, Indian Mission dlstnct. superintendent, Thomas
Johnson:
Shawnee Mission and school, Thomas Johnson,
Bdward T, Peey G 0eiiiiaeR G o8

NoTe %.— Luey B. Armstrong, the widow of John Melntyre Armstrong, was the mother of
five children. Russell Bigelow Armetmnr her son, was born at Wﬂtpcm. qunbu-m. 1844,
and died June 7, 1901. He served in the legislature of 1879. Wlllnm Armstrong, & civil en-
gineer conneeted with the Kansas Citr mim & Orimt railroad, is a grandson, & ahaianlt

Note 97.— Rev. JoabSpencer, of Slater, Mo., *“This hmdm to the minutes, but i
should read, ' Shawnee and Kanzas Thomas .m ! k&

—15
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Number in society.
White. Colored. 3
1832. Delaware mission and school, William Johnson, i i

Thomas B. Markham. .........cocvvvnreenes
Towa and Sac mission and school, to be supplied,
Peoria mission and school, James H. Slavens..
1833. Indian Mission district, superintendent, Thomas
Johnson:
Shawnee Mission and school, William Johnson, 5
Delaware mission and school, E. T. Peery..... 5
Peoria mission and school, N. M. Talbot.......
Kickapoo mission and school, J. C. Berryman..
1834. North Indian Mission distriet, superintendent.
Thomas Johnson:
Shawnee Mission and school, William Johnson, ....
Delaware mission and school, E. T. Peery..... L §
Peoria mission and school, N. M. Talbot....... 2
Kickapoo mission and sehool, J. C. Berryman,
T MOOROR . o ¢ siewainses - owiiy oo baisn vaiaiss vl S 230
1835. North Indian Mission district, superintendent,
Thomas Johnson:
Shawnee Mission, William Ketron. ............
Delaware mission and school, E. T. Peery.....
Peoria mission and school, N. M. Talbot.......
Kickapoo mission and school, J. C. Berryman,
Kansas mission and school, William Johnson. ..
1836. Indian Mission district, superintendent, Thomas
Johnson:
Shawnee Mission, to be supplied...............
Delaware mission, E. T. POBIY. v inicnivsssunns
Peoria mission, N. M. Talbot.........coovveene
Kickapoo mission, J. C. Berryman.............
Kansas mission, William Johnson..............
1837. Indian Mission district, superintendent, Thomas
Johnson:
Shawnee Mission, Thomas Johnson, Lorenzo
g L T T L bl 10
Delaware mission, Learner B. Stateler........ by
Peoria mission, N. M. Talbot, Reuben Aldridge, 4
Kickapoo mission, J. C. Berryman, David Kin-
T e i e R e P R S R AT b
Kansas mission, William Johnson.............. 3
Pottawatomie mission, Frederick B. Leach.... 4
1838, Indian Mission district, superintendent, Thomas
Johnson:
Shawnee Mission, Thomas Johnson, Lorenzo
VRO ke e T B e B s
Delaware mission, L. B. Stateler, Abraham
Mitllioa, s ivl R S e e e TR
Peoria, N. M. Talbot, John Y. Porter.........
Kickapoo, J. C. Berryman, David Kinnear.....

SE&H 83
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1838,

1839,

1840.

1842,

1843,

1841.

Methodist Missions Among the Indians in Kansas. 227

Number in society.
White. Colored. Indians.
Kansas, William Johnson, John W. Dole....... 4 2
Pottawatomie, E. T. Peery.................... e s
Indian Mission district, superintendent, Thomas

Johnson:
Shawnee, Thomas Johnson...........c0vvevnn.
Indian manual-labor school, Wesley Browning,

D. Kinnear. ...... (/ARSI G eI Al it S
Delaware, L. B. Biateler. .....................
Kickapoo, J. C. Berryman....................
Peoria, N. M. Talbot...........covovvvvinnnenns
Kansas, Wm. Johnson ............... ..coeues
Pottawatomie, E. T. Peery....................
Indian Mission district, superintendent, Thos.

Johnson:
Shawnee, L. B, Stateler......................
Indian manual-labor school, D. Kinnear........
Delaware, Edward T. Peery...................
Kickapoo, Jerome C. Berryman
Pecria and Pottawatomie, Nathaniel M. Talbot,

‘Wm. Johnson, superintendent:

Shawnee, L. B. Stateler ......................
Indian manual-labor school, J. C. Berryman.... ....
Delaware, Edward T. Peery................... 1
Kickapoo, N. M. Talbot,.......on.mn00nierases 1
Peoria and Pottawatomie, to be supplied ...... 37
Kansas, Wm. JoBNBON. .. ...vvvvevisivsperasins id
Edward T. Peery, presiding elder:

Shawnee, L. B. Stateler........ccco0iieninnins
Manual-labor school, J. C. Berryman ..........
Deldwnre, TL T Poeey ..o viade obn v e
KitkRDoo, N ML TRIDOL. .\ ivinens vanamnssnes
KEnsan, (T80, W LDBO i, inawrrn'ahs bii s v i
Pottawatomie, supply............0 ccoviiiininn
Edward T. Peery, presiding elder:

Shawnee, L. B. Stateler..............co00eie. i
Manual-labor school, J. C. Berryman.......... 29
Delaware, E. T. Peery, John Peery........... 4
Kickapoo, N. T. Shaler..i ... sl caansionie 3
Pottawatomie, Thomas B. Ruble.............. 1
Wyandot, Boppleivi s saviogonih 8 b iy 4
Indian Mission conference, Kansas River dis-

trict, N. M. Talbot, presiding elder:
Indian manual-labor school, E. T. Peery....... 25
Delaware and Kickapoo, N, M. Talbot, J. T.
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1844,

1845.

1846.

1847.

Kansas State Historical Society.

Shawnee and Wyandot, J. ‘Wheeler and one to
be supplied :

AWFANAOL. S Lies o e blbosiasiisiiamennsaversss
Pottawatomie, Chippewa, Peoria, and Wea,
Thomas Hurlburt, Thomas B. Ruble:

e R S LTS
Indian Mission conference, Kansas River dis-
trict, L. B. Stateler, presiding elder:
Indian mission, manual-labor school, William
Patton, superintendent...............oooeee
Shawnee, L. B. Stateler, Paschal Fish ........
Delaware, N. T. Shaler, W. D. Colhina: ... ..
Kickapoo, Charles Ketehum.........cocozeeees
Wyandot, E. T. Peery .....cooococoeneenrenes
Pottawatomie, Thomas Hurlburt..............
Chippewa, Wea, and Sac, Maccinnaw Boach-
man [ Mackinaw Beauchemie]......cooneees
Kansas, J. C. Berryman ...........coenreceene
Methodist Episcopal Church South, Kansas
River district, L. B. Stateler, presiding elder:

._Indian manual-labor school, William Patton,

superintendent. .. ... ....oooecosisiseeties
Shawnee, L. B. Stateler, Paschal Fish........
Delaware, N. T. Shaler, W. D, Collins........
Kickapoo, Charles Ketehum.......ooeveeeee
Wyandot, E. T. Peery ........ccoooeeeeerne
Pottawatomie, Thos, Hurlburt ... .. iy T
Chippewa, Wea, and Sac, Maccinaw Boac &
Kansas, J. C. Berryman .......oeeeecoerreses
Kansas River district, L. B. Stateler, presiding

elder:
Indian manual-labor school, Thomas Johnson,

Shawnee, L. B. Stateler.........cooceceeeerecs
Delaware, N. T, Shaler........ccccoeenreeeees
Kickapoo, Paschal Fish .........ocooeecieinees
Wyandot, E. T. Peery .....c.o-coacoecereetes
Chippewa, Wea, and Sac, Maccinaw Boachman,
Kansas, to be supplied. . ......oooooeeecers-

. Kansas River district, L. B. Stateler, presiding

elder:
Indian manual-labor school, Thos. Johnson, o}
AT s o oo vocesnssnunessunnnarrveconaees
Shawnee, L. B. Stateler.......c..oooviruieees
Delaware, B. H. Russell.........ccoocmeeeees
Kickapoo, N. T, Shaler.......coovrveeacmnees £
Wyandot, J. T. Peery......s e AT alavv e disearn
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130
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Number in society.
1848. Kansas, T. JOhNSON. ... ....ovuevnrncoasiinnnns mm I’df':‘
Western Academy, N. Scarritt................
1849, Kansas River district, L. B. Stateler, presiding
elder:
Indian manual-labor school, Thos. Johnson, su-
perintendent, J. T. Peery.................. 20
Shawnee, L. B. Stateler..............coo0anis
Delaware, J. A. Cummings...........oooraeaes
Wyandot, B. H. Russell...................cc0t
Kickapoo, N. T. Shaler...................euet
Kansas, T. JOhnSon..........ccoveiiiiinennacs
Pottawatomie, T. Hurlburt............coconeen poie i i
Western Academy, N. Searritt................ Ak o
1850. Methodist Episcopal Church South:
Manual-labor school, Thomas Johnson......... 15
Shawnee, B. H. Russell..............oc0unnens
Wyandot and Delaware, L. B. Stateler, N. T.
U e R DS e 7
Kickapoo mission, Thomas Hurlburt...........
Kansas school, Thomas Johnson............... 4
Western Academy, Nathan Scarritt........... ¥
1851. Fort Leavenworth manual-labor school, Thomas
B T T R o 16 2
Shawnee, Delaware, and Wyandot, N. Scarritt,
© D. D. Doffelmeyer........coicrevenneareeen 3
Kiekapoo, J. Grover ..........civvuesnniaianes 2
Kansas Indians, Thomas Johnson.............. Wil
1852. Indian manual-labor school, Thomas Johnson .. 5
Shawnee, Charles Boles................ooaunus ah
Wyandot, D. D. Doffelmeyer®................
Delaware, J. Barker.........ooociieiiiinnn.s
Kickapoo, J. GIOVET......cocoainarnricieraess
1853. Indian manual-labor school, Thomas Johnson.. ....

b
102
56
103
32

[

Kickapoo, N. T. Shaler.............c.oooceeene

1854. Fort Leavenworth manual-labor school, Thomas
FODDBOIL i daimwbsinissassibaibdneisne s hn abis
Shawnee, Charles Boles.........oooiiinnnnnes
DElBAWRLE e .o s ot rrnosossrsnssassrisdhiiania
Wyandot, D. D. Doffelmeyer.................. e 435
Kickapoo, N. T. Shaler.............. S e ey

1855. Manual-labor school, Thomas Johnson......... Fels
Shawnee, Charles Boles..........cocoeiioenes
Wyandot, William Barnett....................
Delaware, N. M. Talbot ..........cooooiiines 3
Kickapoo, N, T. Shaler..........coceeieereeen

Nore $8.— Gov. Wm. Walker, in his journal, p. 396, spells the name Duffle[ meyer].

D ow
e

o oW P
—
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1848.
1849.

1850.
1851,

1852.

230 Kansas State Historical Society.

Number in society.
White. Colored. Indiana.

1856. Manual-labor school, Thomas Johnson ......... o ;e
Shawnee, Charles Boles............oocoviennns 3 1 82
Wyandot, William Barnett.................... PRl 31
Delaware, N. T. Shaler...........oovveieinnns g iuE 63
Kickapoo, F. M. Williams..............c00eeee

1857. Manual-labor school, Thomas Johnson......... . LARRFTE
Shawnee, Charles Boles .............coooeivees 7 3 92
Wyandot, William Barnett.................... 18! TN 28
Delaware, N. T. Shaler.................ooveet 6 58
Kickapoo, A. Williams...............ccoveeeee

1858. Manual-labor school, Thomas Johnson.........

Shawnee, Joab Spencer.................ooiees
Delaware, N. T. Shaler...............c...vee
Wyandot, William Barnett....................

1859. Manual-labor school, Thomas Johnson......... §riaiay
Shawnee, Joab Spencer...............coaieenn 4+ 3 68
Delaware, N. T. Shaler. ..... .............o00 11 64
Wyandot, William Barnett.................... 21 18

1860. Manual-labor school, Thomas Johnson . ........ §- i
Shawnee, Thomas Johnson .................00e o 1 SN
Delaware, N. T. Shaler...............coo....0 Wh oo 66
Wyandot, William Barnett.................... e e 21

1861. Manual-labor school, Thomas Johnson......... ik s Whes
Shawnee, R. C. Week.............coocvviinnes 3 1 7
Dalaware. . i, .. i s e | SR 66
Wyandot, William Barnett.................... 43 21

When the Methodist Episcopal Church South was organized, in 1845, the
Methodist Episcopal church retired from the field, but entered it again in
1848, with the following appointments:

Platte Mission district, Abraham Still, presiding elder:

Wyandot, supplied.

Platte Mission district, Abraham Still, presiding elder:

Indian mission, Thos. B. Markham, Paschal Fish.

No appointments for Kansas.

Platte mission, Geo. W. Roberts, presiding elder:

Indian missions: Wyandot, Delaware, and Kickapoo, James Witten,
Charles Ketchum.

Shawnee, Henry Reeder, Paschal Fish.

Platte Mission distriet, G. W. Rains, presiding elder:

Wyandot, Delaware, and Shawnee, A. Still, M. T. Klepper, Paschal
Fish, Charles Ketchum.

Platte Mission district, J. H. Hopkins, presiding elder:

Wyandot, Delaware and Shawnee missions, A. Still, J. M. Chivingten,
Paschal Fish, Charles Ketchum.

Kansas and Nebraska Mission district, W. H. Goode, presiding elder:

Shawnee mission, W. H. Good:

e, v
Wyandot and Delaware, J. H. Dennis, Charles Ketchum, and one

supply.

1855. North Kansas Mission district, L. B. Dennis, presiding elder:

Charles Ketchum and one supply.
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Methodist Missions Among the Indians in Kansas. 231

PROBABLY THE FIRST SCHOOL IN KANSAS FOR WHITE
CHILDREN.
Written for the Kansas State Historical Society by GEO. P. MorenousE, of Council Grove.

R several months a contest has been going on through the newspapers of the state relative
to when and where was held the first school for the education of young Kansans, It seems
that some localities in Douglas and Leavenworth counties strive for the honor. Now that they
have established their dates and places, ** Historie Council Grove " comes into the contest and
shows that it had a well-organized white school several years before Kansas was evena territory.
This building was constructed in 1850, and the teacher was Judge T. 8. Huffaker, who still
lives near this city, close by the old mission building, in which the scheol was held. Thisdate is
several years prior to any date claimed by the other localities, and as we can produce the build-
ing and the teacher who gives the living testimony the evidence is plete. Judge Huffak
and his wife last year celebrated the fifty-third anni y of their weddi which took place
in this same old historic building on May 6, 1862. Judge Huffaker came to Kansas in 1849 and has
lived here aver since, and has probably resided in the state longer than any other living person,
now that Col. A. 8. Johnson is dead.

In this article ave produced
the picturesof theold schoolhouse
and the teacher, as he now looks,
in his eighty-second year. The
building was first construeted for
a mission school for the Kaw or
Kansas Indians, and Mr, Huffaker
had it in charge for a number of
years. The building is of stone,
with two large fireplace chimneys
in each gable, The walls are
very thick, and the general ap-
pearance of the structure is solid
and quaint and the surroundings
areromantic. Eighteen hundred
and fifty, or fifty-six years ago,
is a long way back in the history
of Kansas, but this old building
is still in good condition and is
occupied as a dwelling. It has
been used for many purposes,
such as a schoolhouse, council-
house, meeting-house, church-
house,and during the Indianraids
and seares of theold frontier days
it was often the place of refuge
and stronghold, to which the
early settlers fled for safety. It
might be added, in passing, that
probably the first Sunday-school
for white children in Kansas was
also held in this building hy this
worthy couple, The first relig-
jous meetings in this region were
held in the building at a time JUDGE T. 8. HUFFAKER,
when the next Western preach-  The only surviving teacher of the Indian schools. still living
ing intment of the idi at Council Grove, Kan., in his eighty-second year.
elder was Denver, Colo, It will
always be a noted shrine in this state, where early movements were started, and it is hoped it
will be preersved for many years, for it is surely one of the most interesting buildings in Kansas,
If it was closer to the center of the city it might be used for a library, museum, or art gallery,
and thus preserved for many generations,

Gavernor Reeder and staff and other territorial officers were entertained here when on their
expedition to select a site for the capital of Kansas, and the uncertainty as to the title of the Kaw
Indian lands surrounding this place only prevented Council Grove from being chosen, This old
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KAW INDIAN MISSION AT COUNCIL GROVE, ERECTED IN 1880
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Methodist Missions Among the Indians in Kansas. 233

building is right on the west bank of the beautiful Neosho, in the north part of the city, and is
one of the most and attract in thisregion. It will always be pointed out as one
of the oldest and most historie buildings in Kansas, and the location of probably the first organ-
ized white school in the state. Its priority is not a matter of a few months, for it antedates the
claims of Leavenworth and Douglas counties four or five years. The manner in which the white
school was held in this place by Mr. Huffaker was as follows: The better element of the Kaws,
or the pure Indian type of that wild tribe, refused to send their children to the mission school,
but as a rule only allowed the orphans and a few dependents of the tribe to attend. They con-
sidered it very degrading and a breach of true, old Indian dignity and aristocracy to adopt and 4
follow the educational methods of their white brothers,

Couneil Grove, even prior to the '50's, was a noted frontier outpost and gathering-place, and
one of the earliest towns and trading-points on the Santa Fe trail in the state of Kansas, and hada
considerable white population. The children of the government employees, mail and sta.
tors, traders, blacksmiths and other whites connected with Indian affairs and with the vast over-
land commerce of the trail were without school privileges. What should bedone? In May, 1851,
Mr. T. 8. Huffaker, whose time was not entirely taken up with his other duties, came to the res-
cue and established a white-sehool department in this old building, and classes were formed
with a dozen or fifteen white pupils. This is a larger attendance than reached by several dis- {
trict schools of this county even at the present time. For three or four years Mr. Huffaker in- |
structed these white pupils in the y school b h The terms were not irregular
and short, but continued through the year with only brief summer vacations. It was a free
school, and it was a very commendable act on the part of Mr, Huffaker, and a great boon to the
white children living so far out in the wilderness of the *'Great American Desert.”

We find, in looking over the claims of other Kansas schools, the following : Lawrence had a
school organized in January, 1855, in the back office of Dr. Charles Robinson, in the Emigrant Aid
building. It was taught by Edward P. Fitch (afterwards killed in the Quantrill raid ), who was I
paid by private subscriptions, and the term was three and a half months, with about twenty e
pupils attending.”® Leavenworth county '°® had an organized school in May, 1856, near Spring- i
dale. The schoolh was an d settler’s cabin, and the teacher was V. K. Stankey, of |
Wichita, Kan. The * union school,” *°* with a term of three months, was three miles north of
Lawrence, and was organized by Robert Allen in February, 1855. There is an account of a lady ¢
opening a school in her home near Lawrence in December, 1854, with her four children and three i3
others of the neighbors, but as it only lasted for a part of a week it does not reach the status of a 1'

1

real school.

The school held by Judge Huffaker in the above old building for the white children of this lo-
cality was several years before La: had an exist or the il of Kansas was or-
ganized, and was without doubt the initial movement of that Kansas spirit and ambition for a
free and liberal education which have grown to such magnitude and perfection as to receive the
priise and dation of the ed ional forees of mankind.

Council Grove has many unique and noted shrines of historic character about which cluster i
interesting and instructive early Kansas history and tradition, such as Council oak, Custer elm, t
Fremont park, Soldier hole, Belfry hill, old Kaw villages, Sunrise rock, Hermit's cave, old trail i
buildi old ng, Padilla’s T on Mount Padilla, and others, but few are il !
more prized or filled with more i toour p tion than the “ old mission™ by the i i
ford, within the strong, thick, stone walls of which were gathered over fifty years ago the first R
classes of the first organized white school that started the boys and girls of the “Sunflower " I EHE
state on the royal road of a liberal education. il e

Hon, Thomas Sears Huffaker, son of Rev. George Huffaker, was born in Clay county, Mis- |
souri, March 30, 1825, His parents were from Kentucky, moving to Missouri in 1820. He ob- {
tained his education in ecountry district schools and in the Howard high school. In 1849, when ]'
Judge Huffaker was twenty-four years old, he moved to Kansas, and is at the present time |

probably the earliest living Kansas settler.

At first he was employed in connection with the manual training school for Indians at l
Shawnee Mission, in Johnson county. He there began a career of active interest in Indian i
affairs and in the development of the state which has been highly honorable and interesting. In "

Note 99.— Cutler's History of Kansas, 1883, p, 823, says the first school taught in Lawrence
omnmemwod anr!‘mr!l.l\. 1856 ; Edward [P. F{teh.ntuchn. See, also, Cordley’s History of Law-
rence, D.

Note 100.—See Leavenworth Times, 6, 1000 : aleo clippings from Topeka Capital, More
extended noﬁmufth:i‘:lehoollmtw hdinplmMinthaﬂhmrhlswm'-

NoTe 101.—This appears to be the school on Reeder’s float, taught by Robert J. Allen.
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234 Kansas State Historweal Society.

lsmhomammncﬂ(;m-.anhnt time an important point on the Santa Fe trail and the
capital of the Kaw (or Kansas) Indians, whose reservation surrounded the town. Here he took
charge of the Indian mission school which had just been organized under the auspices of the
Methodist Episcopal Church South, but supported by the United States government. On May
&lm.bewumniﬁtolﬁuElian.Mmhtha“ d Nichol a missi y an his
wmoldﬂuimmatthetrdeho-mMsttthiuinn

This was the first marriage in this region,
and one of the first in the state. Mrs. Huf-
faker was born in Illinois in 1836, and had
lived in Iowa with her parents, where her
father was blacksmith for the Sac and Fox
Indians. Their living children are: Mary H.
(Mrs. J. H. Simeock), Aggie C. (Mrs. Louis
Wysmeyer), Annie G. (Mrs. Fred B. Carpen-
ter). George M., Homer, and Carl, and there
are a dozen or more grandchildren. Judge
Huffaker had charge of the Kaw mission
school till 1854, when it was abandoned, It
was during these years (1850-'54) that he
organized a school for white children in the
old mission building, and he and his wife
thus became probably the first school-teach-
ers of white children in the state. At times
he was manager of the Kansas Indian trad-
inc-boummatmtlmnhudcluﬂeonhe
farming interests of the tribe. He often
held important positions in Indian affairs as
a trusted agent, being a fluent linguist in not
only the Kaw dialeet, but also in the Osage,
Ponea, and others. Few men ever had more
influence with the Kaws than ‘‘Tah-poo-
skah,” the name they gave him, by which he
is even known to-day. It means teacher. MRS. ELIZA A. HUFFAKER.
Judge Huffaker was the first postmaster of
Council Grove, and, July 24, 1858, chairman of the first board of county supervisors (now com-
missioners), appointed by Acting Governor F. P. Stanton.'”*

nemmdthoimmmmdmcwnzﬂ(}mumnc . In the se ies he
gerved twice in the Kansas legislature, 1874 and 1879, and has been probate judge of Morris
county several times. From 1864 o 1871 he was regent of the State Normal School. Heisa
member of the Masonie fi ity and the Meth “‘Enheopdulmehmtb.whlehwuthc
first church organization in the county. While from & Southern family, he was loyal and stood -
ﬂwthUnhndurhxthcw.ndhlhmatrliudﬂintbomelm party since that
period. Hhmeﬁmhlvobnnnﬂed.mdhhuﬁwwm ded h preterri
torial, itorial and state period nodwdnh-uknan-cﬁnpmlnwhﬁc;ﬂﬂmudhn
authority on all historical matters. The judge and his worthy wife live in the same old home-
stead they established wmwmm.sﬁmmmwmwth. and have a large circle
of friends in many states. ththehnwhtﬂhsmmﬂthlmm. On the 6th

joyed the hospi lity of the fi old h stead. Mr. Huffaker was & te from Morris
county in mxwubliunmuwmm'hhhmt May 2, 1906,

mwaxmmmummﬂmtmw and worthy mention
of Judge Huffaker, for he is the oldest notable living settler in the state.

Nore 102.— . Huffaker also received three intments from Reeder: As
i of the mam:«mmﬂ-mmumm 29, 1854, for delegate
to H nmm“mhuumwﬂm. luilhtm-;llwzzﬁlsﬂ.toﬂ va-
cancy m.mm—mnmwm-. vol. 3, 293, 285, 275. He was also ap-
pointed commissioner

of election by Fred. P. Stanton, Dm\:rpii. 1867.— Thid., vol. 6, p. 460.
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" The following items relative to early schools in Kansas will be of l int t in
tion with this paper:
Mrs. Bonnett, whose letter follows, had inquired for the ber of schools in Kansas at the
time they came under territorial control, and the pay of teachers, s
"Mﬁ'nwﬁg' Bonnett, Eureka, Kan.: JANUARY 22, 1906.

Mapam—1 regret to say that I find no compilation of statisties in regard to

schools in Kansas prior to December, 1858, the time of publication of the first report of the terri-

torial superintendent of public inltmctkm Although an act to provide for the establishment of

eommon schools was passed by the fi mmﬂ:-e.inlm the disturbed condition of !

the territory and the inefficiency of the law it ineffeéctual. I
The first free-state legislature, in February, 1858, passed "An act providing for the organiza- i

tion, support and mai of hools,’ ineluding provision for a territorial superin-

tendent. James H, Noteware, the first appointee under this act, published n:u law in pamphlet

fumwmaﬁmehmthln theﬂdo!.lnne.lm 80 we can probably use that date as the begin-

ni

ng ot I have examined muty hi'hwk-, “The History of Eiuutkm in Karul. 1898, and Cntlm"l
History, 1883, and find in them mention of at least are e
dently so imperfeet that it is impossible to state facts. For muunu the first report of the ﬁur\-
ritorial nuperinundent, in January, 1859, states that sixteen school distriets in Luveuwrth
ﬂ“ﬁw n December, 1858, while up to June, 1858, 1 ean find of only two i

w! county.

¥ lnni,l?‘tg‘.l:smntv in December, 1859, thirty-three schools were in operation, whilel find but

four, in county in June,
the little town of Greeley, Anderson ! d the teach
ﬂ:ire.g“ld per month in Nmbgr 1856, for a school of twelve pupils, the next winter adding
among the students, who had increased to twenty. f
lnlumonuhoolmuwnn district four miles west of Lawrence, twenty dollars per |
tlurum in 1856* mmmmﬁwwwiﬂy—mpnpih
nlu.thm.ml orty-five dollars was paid for a teacher of sixteen pupils for three

*'The Rev. J. B, Mc Afee, in May, 1855, opened a school in the Lutheranchurch at Leavenworth,
of which he was the pastor, charging primary pupils five dollars and advanced ten dollars for
twelve weeks’ school. Later, in 1857, he opened a similar school at Valley Falls, in Jefferson

county.
“In the city of Leavenworth, in October, 1859, there were five schools, in three buildings; a i B
man and woman teaching in each building, and receiving for their combined labors $1000 an- i

ually. !
" 'b'l'rustina' this will be satisfactory, I remain, yours very truly, GEO. W. MARTIN.” I

“J. M. Armstrong taught the first free school in the territory, which was opened July 1, i
1844, Th.bui!dingwnutummwﬂhdnubhdmmwhichhutufwmmnlnu:hnimthn i'_
east side of Fourth street, between Kansas and Nebras) W city [now Kansas i
City, Kan.] It was but ly, called the cil-h JMA con- i
tnzmﬁmbnﬂditmdmmudb-chimmthedlhm The council of the nation met
in it during vacations or at night. mmmdwmmﬁauwwmmmtﬁﬂu!und
secured by the Wyandot treaty of March, 1842, The school was d by d d
by the council, the members of which were elected annually by the people. Whibochﬂﬂmm
admitted free. Mr. Ammumhtnnmmwh-n he went to Washington as the legal rep-
resentative of the nation to prosecute their claims. Rev. Mr. Cramer, of Indiana, succeeded
him ; then Robert Robitaille, chief of the nation; next Rev. R. Parrott, Indiana; Mrs. Arm-
strong, December, 1847, to March, 1848 ; Miss Anna H. Ladd, who came with the Wyandots in
1843 ; and Mr. and Mrs, Armstrong. . . . Theschool was closed in the old building April 16,
1852 ; d in Mrs. Ar ‘s dining-room; removed the next winter to the Methodist
Episcopal church, three-quarters of a mile west of her house, and left without a home when that
structure was burned by incendiaries, April 8, 1856.""—Cutler’s History of Kansas, 1883, p. 1228, ]
See, also, Mrs. Armstrong’s account of the school, on same page.

A pioneer school on Reeder’s float, two and one-half miles northwest of Lawrence, com-
menced May 10, 1855. The teachers were Robert J. Allen and, later, James F. Legate.—Letters
from G. W. W. Yates, in Hi s ipt collections ; see, also, Wyandotte Chief, }
March 12-July 23, 1884, !

J. B. McAfee, in his autobiography. in Historical Society’s manuseript collections, says:

* May 14, 1855, he founded the Leavenworth Collegiate Institute, the first school in Kansas, In- 1
dian and g forts excepted. He ht school during the week. . . . The i
nhulwhamu‘mmumwhnhmRm.ln:uk.lﬂ.u?wfmﬂmu ’
an accomplished teacher.”—See, also, Cutler’s History of Kansas, 1883, p. 432.

J. B. McAfee, in his autobiography, says: . . . On May 13 [1855] assisted in organizing
the first Sabbath-school in Kansas after the ization of the y."'—8See, also, Cutler’s
History of Kansas, 1883, p. 814, for account of first Bible class formed in Lawrence, October, 1854,
Cordley's History of Lawrence, 1895, p. 23, gives an account of this and also of first Sunday-
school organized in Lawrence, in January, 1855,
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Steamer General Mende amid a Herd of Buffaloes in the Yellowstone, June 10, 1678. (From an old print.)
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IV.
RIVER NAVIGATION.

A HISTORY OF THE MISSOURI RIVER.

A paper read by PriL. E. CHAPPELL," of Kansas City, Mo, before the Kansas State Historieal
Society, at its twenty-ninth annual meeting, December 6, 1904,

]

1

HERE is but little doubt that had the Missouri river been discovered T
before the Mississippi the name of the former would have been ap- g

plied to both streams, the Missouri being considered the main stream
and the upper Mississippi the tributary.
From the mouth of the three forks of the
Missouri, northwest of Yellowstone Park,
to its mouth, as it meanders, is a distance
of 2547 miles, and to the Gulf of Mexico
the Missouri-Mississippi has a length of
miles.? The Missouri, including the
Jefferson or Madison branches, is longer
than the entire Mississippi, and more than
twice as long as that part of the latter
stream above their confluence, Itdrains
a watershed of 580,000 square miles, and
its mean total annual discharge is esti-
mated to be twenty cubic miles, or at a
mean rate of 94,000 cubic feet per second,
which is more than twice the quantity of
the water discharged by the upper Miss-
isgippi.? It is by far the boldest, the
most rapid and the most turbulent of the
two streams, and its muddy water gives
color to the lower Mississippi river to the PHIL E. CHAPPELL.

Gulf of Mexico. By every rule of nomen- Kansas City, Mo.

clature, the Missouri is the main stream,

and the upper Mississippi the tributary—the name of the former should have

NoTE 1.—As a rule, the writers of history are not the makers of it. The makers of history
are reluctant, for many reasons, to set down in words their understanding of occurrences in
which they have participated. Ntwhm the historical student can follnw the story of one who

NoTe 2.—These figures are from J. V. Brower's The Missouri River, 1me.-1.u 1
bases them on the reports of the Mississippi and Missouri river commigsions; he gives the
l. of the Missouri river, including the Jefferson branch, as 2045 miles. mmmwc’m

of Names, p. 691, gives the length of this river, lmlndintth- Madison branch, as 3047

Ill.aulthsmﬂlhnnrl-liuﬁngl length 4200 miles. The Encyclopedia Americana, 1
w 10, gives the length of the Missouri river, including the Madison branch, as 2815 miles, a:
“‘I e length including the Jefferson branch as 3000 miles, with a total Missouri-Mississippi length
of 4200 miles.

oTE 8.— The En ia 1904, vol. 10, gives the basi 627,690 iles
4 . ndi:ln aE qehpn:lm%-t vol. 10, gives n as square mi

(237)
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told him—

Fernando
South sea, from

it. This is more

been given precedence,
have been called Missou

The earliest Spanish explorers evidently considered the lower Mississippi
but a continuation of the Missouri, for during the famous expedition of
Francisco Vasquez de Coronado in search of Quivira, 1540-'42, the Indians

to discov

Kansas State Historical Society.

and the great river, the longest in the world, ghould
ri from the Rocky Mountains to the Gulf of Mexico.

“The ﬁreat river of the Holy Spirit (Espiritu Santo), which Don
e So ered in the country of lorida, flows through this

The sources were not visited, because, according to what

vy

country, . - _ |
they said, it comes from a very distant country, in the mountains of the

that sheds its waters onto the plains. It flows

untry and breaks through the mountams of the North
sea, and comes out where the people with Don Fernando de Soto navigated

leagues from where it enters the sea. On ac-

count of this, and also because it has large tributaries, it is so mighty
when it enters the sea that they lost sight of the land before the water
ceased to be fresh.

The Missouri river was the same ugly, muddy, tortuous, rapid stream
when first seen by the early French explorers that it is to-day. When,
about the 1st of July, 1673, the Jesuit explorers, Marquette and Joliet,®
the first white men to descend the Mississippi, arrived at the mouth of the
Missouri during the June rise, they were astonished to see flowing in from
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R. Tarlton.
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: some of the best-known families inm South, his 1 an-
hnﬂunttlodltthcmmﬂ.lh;dd the James river in 1635 ::D

. Mr. 1
at the loeal (log house) school until he

then left home for college. He spent two years at the Kemper

at the Missouri State University, at Columbia, Mo. Return-
he tel m h siness career by entering the
He continued in service until 1860, when he was called
In the following year he married Miss Teresa Ellen Tarl-
b Mr. lulll e, m&m hluudtwlth :f family of
1869 r.Chlch s plan’ a tobaceo,
prize at the St. Louis fair for the hut’gmbwof the leaf.
in the laber conditions, ore large tobacco crops were
Lmidener of the
nk in that eity.
ted mayor. From
of ma of the state insane asylum, and in 1880 he
removed
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s the Excl Bank, the oldest
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river t
.nds“urhr.mdthotwnhﬂarm” d to have de ded it, but into
was u],‘{,kwﬂ% to the Indians.— Larned, vol. 1, p. 63} Thwaites' Jesuit Rela-
P. H

Parkman Club Publications, No. 2, p. 27
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the west, a torrent of yellow, muddy water which rushed furiously
athwart the clear blue current of the Mississippi, boiling and sweeping
in its course logs, branches and uprooted trees. Marquette, in his jour-
nal says:

““I have seen nothing more dreadful. An accumulation of large and en-
tire trees, branches and floating islands was issuirig from the mouth of the
River Pekistanoui with such lmpetuomty that we could not, without great
danger, risk Sssamg through So great was the ngltatlon that the water
was very mu and could not become clear,

"Pekimnotn is a river of considerable size coming from the northwest
from a great distance; and it discharges into the Mississippi.”’®

Marquette was informed by the Indians that ‘“by ascending this river for ;
five or six days one reaches a fine prairie, twenty or thirty leagues long.
This must be crossed in a northwesterly direction, and it terminates at an- i
other small river, on which one may embark, for it is not very difficult to }
transport cances through so fine a country as that prairie. This second
river flows toward the southwest for ten or fifteen leagues, after which it
enters a lake, small and deep [the source of another deep river—substituted
by Dablon], which flows toward the west, where it falls into the sea. 1
have hardly any doubt that it is the Vermillion sea.”” 7

This was an age of adventure and exploration among the people of the
new world, and in 1672 Comte de Frontenac, the governor of New France,
determined to send an expedition to discover the ‘‘great river,”” in which
great interest had now become awakened. Louis Joliet,® a man of educa-
tion, excellent judgment, and tried courage, was selected to undertake this
hazardous enterprise. He had besides previously visited the Lake Superior
region and spent several years in the far West.

Joliet set out from Quebec in August, 1672, and in December arrived at
Mackinaw, where he spent the winter in preparing for his expedition. He
had orders to take with him a young Jesuit missionary, Father Marquette,
a religious zealot, who had devoted his life to the spiritual welfare of the
Indians, and who was then in charge of a mission at Point Ignace, opposite
Mackinaw., The missionary, having long desired to visit the nations living
along the Mississippi river, gladly joined Joliet, and on May 17, 1673, having
laid in a supply of corn and dried buffalo meat, they set out with five Indi-
ans in two canoes on their perilous voyage. Having reached Gieen Bay,
they ascended the Fox river to its head, where they made a portage of one
and one-half miles® to the head waters of the Wisconsin river. They floated
down the last-named river until, on the 17th of June, the little fleet floated
out upon the placid waters of the Mississippi.

Nore 6.—Thwaites’ Jesuit Relations, vol. 59, p, 141.
Note 7.—1d., vol. 59, p. 148.

Nore 8.— " They were not mistaken in the choice that they made of Sieur Jolyet, for heisa
young man, born in this country, who p all the 8 that could desired for
such an undertaking. He has experience and knows the languages spoken in the country of the ;
Outaocuacs, where he has several years. He possesses tact and prudence, which are the 4

.chief qul]itim necessary for the success of a m as dangerous as it is difficult. Finally, he i

has the courage to d nothing where everytl 1- to be feared. Co tly, he has ful-
filled all the :ﬂuhﬁom entertained of him n if, after having passed ti h a thousand
dangers, he not unfortunately been wrecked in the very harbor, his eanoe having upset be- |
low Sauit St. Louys, near Montreal, where he lost both his men and his and whence he |
escaped only by a sort of miracle, nothing would have been left to be d n the success of i
his voyage. waites’ Jesuit Relations, vol. 59, p. 89 ; u-u.llao.vol 50, note 19, p. 324.

Pnrkmm.[.usalloa.nd the Discovery of the Great West, 1879, p. 54, Marquette
u!ls it “n purhcuuf paces."”— Thwaites' Jesuit Relations, vol. 59, p. 105.
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Without meeting with any adventure worthy of notice, they arrived at
the mouth of the Missouri about the 1st of J uly, 1673.

After paddling their canoes down as far as the Arkansas,!® the voyagers
became convinced that the Mississippi emptied into the Gulf of Mexico,
and not into the Atlantic ocean or the Gulf of California, as had been sur-
mised. They also learned from the natives that they were approaching a
country where they were likely to encounter the Spaniards. They therefore
very prudently turned the bows of their cances up stream, and after a
tedious voyage arrived at Green Bay by way of the Illinois river and Lake
Michigan. Here the two comrades parted company, Marquette to remain
for about a year with a tribe of Indians at the mission on Green bay, and
Joliet to return to Quebec by the route he had come. In descending the St.
Lawrence river Joliet’s canoe was upset, and all of his papers, including
his maps and journal, were lost. Fortunately, Marquette's papers were
preserved, and it is from his journal, a priceless manuseript, that the above
extracts, referring to the Missouri river, have been obtained.

It seems that Marquette had contemplated a voyage down the Mississippi
for several years before he met Joliet, for in a letter written in 1670 to
Father Franeois Le Mercier, superior of the Huron mission, after referring
to the Mississippi river, then only known by reports from the Indians, and
to the different Illinois tribes, he says of the Missouri :

+¢Qix or seven days’ journey below the Illinois there is another great
river on which live some ve powerful nations, who use wooden canoes; of
them we can write nothing else until next year—if God grant us the grace
to conduct us thither.” !!

Marquette, having contracted a lingering malady in the South, died May
19, 1675, on his return journey to Michillimackinae from Kaskaskia, where
he had gone to found the mission of the Immaculate Conception. He was
buried on the eastern shore of Lake Michigan, but his remains, over which
a handsome monument has been erected, now repose at St. Ignace, near
Mackinaw, Mich.

The second expedition down the Mississippi was conducted by Robert
Cavalier de La Salle in 1682. For several years La Salle, who had been an
enterprising trader at Quebec, Canada, had contemplated completing the
expedition of Marquette and Joliet by following the Mississippi to its
entrance into the Gulf of Mexico and planting there the lilies of France.
Following the usual course of travel, through the Straits of Mackinaw, and
down the eastern shore of Lake Michigan, he arrived about the 1st of Janu-
ary, 1682, at the mouth of a river called by the Indians Chicagou. Drag-
ging their canoes up the frozen river they made the portage to the head of
the Illinois, down which they descended, until the 6th of February found
them at the mouth of that river, where they were detained for several days
by ice in the Mississippi.

La Salle’s company consisted of thirty-one Indians and: twenty-three
Frenchman., Among the latter was Father Zenobius Membr¢, who has left
an account of this famous expedition, from which the following is taken:

«The ice which was floating down on the river Colbert at this place kept
us there till the 13th of the same month, when we set out, and six leagues

lell.—'l‘hwduunddtholli"‘h“ de 83 d 40 minutes.— Tt
Jesuit Relations, vol. 59, p. 169.
NoTe 11.—Thwaites' Jesuit R vol. 54, p. 191.
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lower down we found the river of the Ozages!? coming from the West. It
is full as large as the river Colbert, into which it empties, and which is so
disturbed by it that from the mouth of this river the water is hardly drink.
able. The Indians assured us that this river is formed by many others, and
that they ascend it for ten or twelve days to a mountain where they have
their source; and that beyond this mountain is the sea, where great ships
are seen; that it is peopled by a great number of large villages, of several
different nations; that there are lands and Fmiries and great cattle and
beaver hunting. Although this river is very large, the main river does not
seem augmented by it; but it pours in so much mud that from its mouth
the water of the great river, whose bed is also very slimy, is more like clear
mud than river water, without changing at all till'it reaches the sea, a dis-
tance of more than 300 leagues, although it receives seven la rivers, the
water of which is very beautiful, and which are as large as ississippi.’’ 13

Speaking in another place of the hostilities between the Iroquois and the
Illinois Indians,!* Membré says:

‘“There had been several enﬁagementa with equal loss on both sides, and
that, at last, of the seventeen Illinois villages, the greater part had retired |
beyond the river Colbert, among the Ozages, 200 leagues from their country, |
where a part of the Iroquois had purstfg them,’’ 15 i

Henri de Tonty,'® who also accompanied La Salle on this famous expe-
dition, in his relation entitled ‘‘Enterprises of M. de La Salle from 1678 to

1683,” written at Quebec, in November, 1684, gives the following account
of the Missouri river:

*““The Indians having finished making their canoes, we descended the
river, and found, at six leaﬁ‘ues,” upon the right hand, a river which fell
into the river Colbert, which came from the west, and a&peared to be as
large and as considerable as the great river, according to the reports of the
Indians. It is called the Emissourita, and is well peopled. There are even
villages of Indians which use horses'® to go to war and to carry the car-
casses of the cattle which they kill.”’ 10

NOTE 12.— Father Membre calls the Missouri river the Osage, doubtless from the tribe of i
Indians whose villages were then located on that stream near its confluence with the Mississippi. i
So imperfect was the knowledge of the country at that time, as it had never been explored, and
so little was known of the rivers of the ‘West, even by the Indians, that there was some doubt in
the minds of the Frenchmen whether the Missouri or the Osage was the principal stream.

NOTE 13.— Le Clerca’s Establishment of the Faith, vol. 2, p, 163,

NoTe 14.— The Kaskaskias, Peorias and Cahokias were, according to Parkman, component
tribes of the Illinois nation. | Conspiracy of Pontiac, 9th ed., vol. 2, p. 812.) Father Vivier, mis-
sionary the lllinois in 1750, nearly seventy years later than Membre, 8 that this nation
then lived in iuur villages, nurnberinf in all 2000 souls, three of these villages being between the !
waters of the Kaskaskia and Mississippi rivers, and the fourth eighty leagues distant.  He also i
says the population of the Illinois hadpgeen reduced from 5000, since first visited by the French i

) with the early Indian emigration from east
of the Mississippi, and were finally removed to the Indian Territory. (Kan, His. Coll, vol. 8.)

NoTe 15.— Le Clereq’s Establishment of the Faith, vol. 2. m. 165,

NOTE 16.— Henry de Tonty was the trusted friend and lieutenant of La Salle, and in point of
energy, intelligence and personal courage was not behind his superior officer. In his youth he
bad lost an arm in battle, and had lied the missi ber with one of iron, This pecul-
iarity was observed by the Indians, by whom he was universally known as the “Iron Hand,”
He accompanied La Salle in his first expedition down the Mississippi to its mouth, in 1682. He |
returned to the Illinois country the same year, and after La Salle's unfortunate death, during il
his second expedition, in 1687, he again went down the Mississippi, in 1689, for the purpose of res- |
cuing the remnant of the ill-fated colony. Of all the members of La Salle’s famous expedition
de Tonty was the bravest, the most loyal, and the most trustworthy,

NortE 17.—A French league is two and three-fourths miles,

NoTE 18.—Horses, procured from the Spaniards in New M co, were in general use among
the Indian tribes above the mouth of the Kaw at an early day.

Nore 1,—Margry, vol. 1, p. 695,
—16
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In the narration of Nicholas de La Salle, entitled *“Relation of the Dis-
covery which M. de La Salle has made of the Mississippi river in 1682, and
of his return to Quebec,’’ written in 1685, he says: ‘‘Finally we descended
the Mississippi. The first day we camped six leagues on the right bank,
near the mouth of a river which falls into the Mississippi and which is very
impetuous and muddy. 1t is named the river of the Missouris. The river
comes from the northwest. It is well peopled, according to what the In-
dianssay. The Panis are upon this river, a great distance from its mouth.**

The Panis, or Pawnees,?! were at one time a numerous western people
and roved over the country from Red river, Texas, to the Platte. The Re-
publican Pawnees were encountered by Lieutenant Pike in Republic county,
Kansas, in September, 1806. In a report of the secretary of war, made in
1829, the number of the northern Pawnees was estimated at 12,000, divided
into four bands—the Pawnee Republics, the Pawnee Loups, the Grand Paw-
nees, and Pawnee Picts. They were located on the Platte, and claimed the
country as far west as the Cheyennes. In 1836 their number was estimated
by the government at 10,000, but in a subsequent report, made to the secre-
tary of war in 1849, it is stated that they were still on the Platte, but that
their number had been reduced through epidemies of smallpox in 1838, and
cholera in 1849, to about 4500.%?

This remarkable mortality was not confined to the Pawnees alone, but
extended to many other tribes on the upper Missouri, one-half of whom, it
is said, died during the summer and winter of 1837-'38.%

In 1855 the Pawnees ceded their lands in Nebraska to the government,

. Note 2L.—The members of this family are : “The Pawnces, the Caddos, the
Huecos or Wacos, the K Tawaconies, and the Pawnee Picts or Wichitas, The
five be d ated as the southern or Red River branches.” (Dun Am

s 1. neh
)edhrhimﬁul’nnuwhnm& [Hu-;g‘wL&n.us; Kan. Hist. Soc. Coll., vol. 4, p.
276. resentatives of the Pawnees of the tte, Panimah jed B t, in
1724, on his visit to the Padacas in western Kansas, as will be seen hereafter. (Margry, vol. 6,

NoTe 22.— United States Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1836, p. 403 ; id., 1849, p. 140.
. Nore 23.— Father De Smet, in his Travels among the Roeky Mountain Indians, in 1840,
ers to this terrible epidemic among the Assiniboines, Minnetarees, Pawnees, Aricaras, Blac
feet, Flatheads, Crow: G L ‘Mandans, and other tribes. Ofthellmglmhamm " This

A . tonmen
Leavenworth, October 29, 1831, he writes: "I have the honor to inform you that I have returned
from a visit to the four Pawnee villages, all of whom I found in the most deplorable condition;
indeed their misery ption. Judging apent
with, and_the information I received from, the chiefs and two Frenchmen, who reside with and
speak their language well, 1 am fully persuaded that one-half of the whole number of souls
each village have been and will be carried off by this eruel and frightful distemper. They told
me that not one under thirty-three years of age had escaped the monstrous dism—it having
bunmuepg-:ha{thnuinuitvhimd them before. They were dying so fast, taken down
at once in such large numbers, %hxt they had ceased to ‘m their dead.” (U. 8. Ho Rep.,
., 1st sess., Ex. Doc. No.190.) lsanc McCoy, in a letter to Lewis Cass, dated Washington,
h £3, 1832, says: The claims of humanity, in a case p liarly i 1 me to ask
Jeave to trouble you with this. 1 have this moment received information from Mr. Lykins, near
Kanza . dated February 25, tha believed that among the Pawnees,
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wiord, commissioner of Indian affairs, recommends to the chairman g comm
frairs, December 14, 1828, the use of vaceine matter by physicians paid for
hwﬂuUnitdi-ubu.uuimthttbu smallpox still prevailsamong tribes in the Indian

the 5
iwnnfﬂnwr-dotthn Ct den in his nm-lm?ari'ndﬁl- n
given o e "Bradley’s Affairs at Fort Benton from 1831 in 129, printed in volume
et e ions to the Historical Society of
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