Kansas Memory AD) i

SOCIETY
K ansas historical collections
Section 12, Pages 331 - 360

This seventeen volume seriesisthefirst serial published by the Kansas State Historical Society from 1875 until
1928. The publication of the Kansas Historical Quarterly followed in 1931. Volumes 1-10 were officialy titled
the "Transactions of the Kansas State Historical Society.” Thetitle changed to "Collections of the..." beginning
with volume 11. The series contains addresses and papers delivered at the annual meetings, biographical sketches,
compiled historical information, and transcriptions of select collectionsin the Historical Society's holdings. The
first seven volumes contain biennial reports of the board of directors. Beginning with volume 8 the biennial
reports were published separately. Searchable tables of contents and indexes for each volume are forthcoming.

Creator: Kansas State Historical Society
Date: 1875-1928

Callnumber: SP 906 K13

KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 221606
Item Identifier: 221606

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606

Kansas Memory

K ansas historical collections

328

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

Wood, M. W

MontIoned ... cvrssspessssssussanas 97 Wr!;ht. John W, puhlhher....... 1B‘l
Wood, .. 'blmm ormy....n. 50, 52, 86, 163 | Wright, Thos. S, mentioned by 'rln
Law ergley,Bonjamln,- mentloned by B, F. lmg-

bust of Mr. 'l‘hayer.n..

Account of.hy M. PrOUtY.oommmmnasisnmasees: 134
DIODIOTcvcssansssnisanss srsemmsmsassanssnssns BBy 81y 96, 104
Wood, 'ln. 8 N, m CTTICTTS: A .. raeness 104
W Fuller, ud.lhm and proprietors Demo-

!’w en, H. 8., donor...
Woodson county, history

Wood nt; 'S of........18, 26 n L
'mm.m gi c"rlv'.ilm of, u Keting 3

. 148

Ie 121, 123, 148
Wood. lohn Jett first postmaster at............ 258
Wi 's Advocate. New York nlly 78
Workingman's Courler, Independence, 23
World l-leene;,..... 85
Worrall, Harvey, donor... 95
Worrall, Henry, iuunr”.. R = g

"
Wright, John, mnunnad hgr B. F.simpson...... 287

WuemA,r e
rly election at.....

m
early ' 952
Wy ndotte Conitllul.lonll Oau!emion. B F

impson's fons of. 235
Wynoduha enunl.y newspapers of.... !8. ‘10 72, BS
wyucw (’)aburn st postim .. 258
¥

man, Dr. bm AOBOT. casarsenanessaess

YrrLow BaNxs, mentioned by Major Long...... 284
Yoo, W T, & C., proprietors Tribune, nde-

Young, John, wounded in Dull-Knife’
Young Amerlea, Baldwiu City.. ........‘........m 168
Young Cherokes, Ch [

Young Folks, Topeka.. atsasanesaesen iy 2Dy 'l'l 8l
Younger, W. E., tmblhher !Iolltor Gulon... « Bl
Youth's Casket, Civy 20, 66

ZRITUNG) ALChIBON.crrnuiisrisinsrrerasnsss aiaesdBy m 181
'Kinsley 67
ﬁm ’ﬁ“ mbﬂ.h i i bk dmanny l.ﬂ%
tung, Marysville.....
Zink, —, x d_by Mra, T
Surﬁ

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 331/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory AD\ b

K ansas historical collections

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 332/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory LSTONC

K ansas historical collections

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 333/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory AD\ b

K ansas historical collections

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 334/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

K ansas historical collections

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 335/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory A e

K ansas historical

collections

e

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 336/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory AD\ b

K ansas historical collections

LIBRARY
of

Cecil Howes
Topeka, Kansas

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 337/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Kansas historical collections

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 338/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory AD\ b

K ansas historical collections

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 339/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Kansas historical collections

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 340/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memor HISTORICAL

K ansas historical collections

OFFICERS FOR THE YEARS 1883 AND 1884.

FLOYD P. BAKER, President.
DANIEL R, ANTHONY, Vice President.
A. P. RIDDLE, Vice President.

JOHN FRANCIS, Treasurer.
FRANKLIN G. ADAMS, Seeretary.

OFFICERS FOR THE YEARS 1885 AND 1886.

DANIEL R. ANTHONY, President.
SAMUEL N. WOOD, Vice President.
BENJ. F. SIMPSON, Vice President.
JOHN FRANCIS, Treasurer.
FRANKLIN G. ADAMS, Secretary.

i ~ 2
www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 341/1114
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Kansas historical collections

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 342/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

K ansas historical collections

S

st

e A

Risy
|
i

iv CONTENTS.

Fourth Biennial Report of the Board of Directors (continued ) —
Donors of single newspapers and newspaper cuttings..............ccceessunennn.. v 187
Special donations of newspaper files and periodicals.................
List of bound Kansas newspaper files and periodicals.......... s
List of bound newspaper files and periodicals of other States................ . 167
List of Kansas newspapers and periodicals received..

List of newspapers of other States and eountries received. . 178
Financial statement, L G AL e R e e R 182
Amendment to the constitution........................ 183
Members of the Board of Directors................. 183
Corresponding members.................. 184
Meeting of the Board of Direciors, . 185
Election of officers, . 185

Execative Committee.....................
Constitution and by-laws of the sl SRR R R R R T T 186
Biography of Governor Andrew H, Reeder....

Extract from Governor Reeder's Diary; His Escape from Kansas in Disguise. 205
Geo. C. Brackett's Account of Governor Reeder's Escape................. ; 223
Executive Minutes Kept during Governor Reeder's Administration 226

Biography of Governor Wilson Shannon
Executive Minutes Kept during Governor Shannon’s Term, including those Re-

corded in the Intervals of the Service of Secretary Woodson as Acting
Governor......

......................................................................... 283
Address Delivered by ex-Governor Frederick P. Stanton, at the Old Settlers
Meeting, Bismarck Grove, Lawrence, September v R e s A 338
Address Delivered by ex-Governor James W. Denver, at the Old Settlers’ Meeting,
Bismarck Grove, Lawrence, Beptember 8, 1884.. ... LT e 359
Proceedings of Quarter-Centennjal Calabrabiy, 70 G e b Il nontl 367

Address of ex-Governor Charles Robinson... 368
Addreas of Govertior John A. MArtin..o.............oomsrssvnsosssos s 372
oureeiol o, DA B D800 .\ i oty b i e 885
Address of Chief Justice A. H, Hortoni....ii.0.0. .. 589
Address of Col. C. K. L R el L 396
Address of Hon. James LT SRR i Gl e RIS T TR 401
Address of General D. W, Wilder.. 404

Address of Col. D, R, Anthony.........
Address of Lieut. Governor A. P. Riddle.,

Address of Speaker J. B. Johnson... . 417
Address of Rev. Richard Cordley, D. D. - 419
Address of Rev. F. 8, McCabe, D. D...........cooovmvirmnsons . 422
Address of Col. Samuei N. Wood....... . 426
Address of Hon. John Speer............ . 431
Address of Hon. T. Dwight Thacher................covvvvvvvoerrs oo .. 436
Poem of Hon. Eugene F. Ware............ .. 448
Address of Hon. William Sims............. . 449
Address of Hon. Alexander CaldWell.............o.vve.ovvronrrossso o 451
Address of Noble L. Prentis.................... T R L 458
Letters Addressed to Quarter-Centennial Committee.d.......................... 459

i ~ 142
www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 343/11
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

s

|
«..‘

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

Kansas historical collections

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 344/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory e

K ansas historical collections

6 STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

February, 1858, during the pendency of the Lecompton Constitution in Con-
gress. The constitution was adopted by the convention at Leavenworth,
April 3, 1858, and by the people at an election held May 18, 1858,

i The Wyandotte Constitution was adopted by the convention which framed
i it, on the 29th day of July, 1859, and was adopted by the people at an elec-
o tion held October 4, 1859. The State was admitted into the Union under
4 this constitution January 29, 1861, |

i The question is frequently asked, even by those of considerable informa- {
& tion regarding our history, what did the Leavenworth Constitutional Con-
vention movement mean? What relation did it hold to the great struggle
through which our infant community passed in its long and perilous Jjourney
to the safe retreat of the bosom of the Union?
The Topeka constitutional movement was the instinctive effort of the Free-
State people for unity about some recognized center. They must haye some-
thing around which they could rally, and their leaders were sagacious enough §
. to institute a movement which, while it served to consolidate the Free-State
settlers into a compact organization, afforded a reasonable prospect of a safe
and constitutional exit from their troubles. A recent precedent had been
afforded by California for the spontaneous action of the people in the organ-
ization of a State government, without an enabling act from Congress. Some
. of the most conspicuous leaders of the Topeka constitutional movement had
participated in the California movement, and were enthusiastic in the con-
viction that a similar success would attend the effort here. The Topeka 1
movement did come very near success. The House of Representatives, on
the 3d of July, 1856, passed a bill for the admission of Kansas into the
Union under that constitution, Had the bill become a law, Kansas would
have been saved the five years of turmoil and strife which elapsed before she
was admitted into the Union, and the subsequent course of the great stream
of our national history might have been diverted for a time at least from the
bloody and fratricidal era to which it was then so rapidly and inevitably
hastening,

The Topeka constitutional movement served to hold the F'ree-State people !
together until after the great wave of immigration in the spring of 1857 had
virtually settled the question of the future status of the Territory. The
first fruits of that immigration were the restoration of the Territorial Legis- i
lature in the fall election to the hands of the people from whom it had been i
rapaciously seized by fraud and violence in March, 1855. This gave the
Free-State party a standpoint and leverage of undoubted legality for further :
proceedings. Heretofore their movements had been outside the pale of recog- |
nized authority. But the Territorial Legislature was recognized as valid by |
friends and foes alike. One of the first achievements of this new weapon in
the hands of the people was the passage of an act, at the extra session called
for that purpose by Secretary Stanton, submitting the Lecompton Constitution

- to an honest and fair vote, for acceptance or rejection, at an election to be

~ , r

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 345/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

K ansas historical collection

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221606 ~ Page 346/11142
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory Aot

K ansas historical collections

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

for locating the capital at Minneola—a town existing only on paper, and
created for the purpose— was broached, and successfully carried through the
Legislature. The bill locating the seat of government of the Territory at
Minneola was passed over the Governor's veto, and two days thereafter the
bill calling a constitutional convention, and fixing Minneola as the place
where it should assemble, wag also passed.

The “Minneola swindle,” as it was called in those days, created a great
sensation in Kansas—so great as to seem almost extravagant as we look
back upon it now. The gravamen was, that the location of the capital at
Minneola was a scheme to further the personal fortunes of members of the
Legislature who were interested in the new town, In vain did they reply
that the losation was a good one—central, and well adapted to be the
future capital of the State; that the capital was bound to be removed from
Lecompton in any event, and that, wherever located, somebody’s private
fortunes would be enhanced thereby. The public judgment was severe, and
condemued the thing to such a degree that many of the delegates elected to
the constitutional convention were instructed by their constituents to vote
for an immediate adjournment of that body to some other point in the Ter-
ritory. It thus came about that the convention had no sooner completed
| its organization at Minneola, than a motion was made to adjourn to some
_l other place. This gave rise to a long and acrimonious debate. The session
- was prolonged during the whole night, and toward morning the motion to

adjourn, and fixing the city of Leavenworth as the place of reassembling,

was passed. On the morning of the 24th of March, 1858, the members

took their departure for Leavenworth, leaving this capital of a day to revert

to its pristine condition of a quarter-section of Franklin county prairie.

And thus the constitution which the body afterward framed became known

in our history as the Leavenworth Constitution, and not as the Minneola
| Constitution as its original projectors had expected.

The convention reassembled in Teavenworth on the evening of the 25th -
of March. The constitution was adopted andsigned on the 3d of April.
The work had been done with brevity and dispatch. Indeed, there was no
| great amount of work to be done. Aside from the special features to be
i hereafter noted, the draft of the Topeka Constitution was closely followed.
There were few questions which gave rise to debate, and they were speedily
| settled. Tt was the aim of the convention to do its work as speedily as possible,
| make a good constitution, and adjourn. The constitution was adopted by
| the people on the 18th day of May, 1858, and on the same day the following 7
i State officers were also elected under it, viz, : Governor, Henry J. Adams, of
| Leavenworth ; Lieutenant-Governor, Cyrus K. Holliday, of Topeka; Secre-

: 4 tary of State, E. P. Bancroft, of Emporia; Treasurer, J. B. Wheeler, of

Doniphan; Auditor, Geo. 8. Hillyer, of Grasshopper Falls; Attorney Gen-
eral, Chas, A. Foster, of Osawatomie; Superintendent of Public Instruction,
J. M. Walden, of Quindaro; Commissioner of School Lands, J. W. Robin-
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'his freehold, liberties or privileges, or deprived of his life, liberty, ete., but

by the judgment of his peers or the law of the land.” In the schedule to
the constitution they provide that, even though the vote should be for the
‘constitution without slavery, still “the right of property in slaves now in
the Territory shall in no manner be interfered with:” and in the section
relating to amendments to the constitution it is expressly and carefully
provided “that no alteration shall be made to affect the rights of property
in the ownership of slaves,” Under these provisions Kansas would, in any
event, have been a slave State and remained such as long as any of the slaves
then living in the Territory, or any of their descendants; to the remotest
generations, should have remained among us,

These exireme and almost frantic provisions for the perpetuity and sanc-

The framers of the Leavenworth Constitution studied to antagonize these
peculiar and abhorrent, though characteristie, pro-slavery doctrines of the
Lecompton instrument. . Thus the first section of the bill of rights follows
almost the exact language of the Topeka Constitution, in saying that “all
men are by nature equally free and independent, and have certain inaliena-
ble rights, among which are those of enjoying and defending life and prop-
erty, acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and seeking and obtain-
ing happiness and safety,” and then 80es on toadd, “and the right of all
men to the control of their Persons, exists prior to law and is inalienable”— g
clause which is certainly somewhat pleonastic, and 5 not to be found in the
corresponding section of the Wyandotte Constitution, (which section, by the
way, is more tersely and comprehensively expressed in the Wyandotte Con-
stitution than in either of the others,) but was added for the specific purpose
of antagonizing the declaration of the Lecompton instrument that the right
of property is before and higher than any constitutional sanction. Our idea
was to antagonize the dogma of the right of man to property in man by the
doctrine of the right of man to himself. Tt was liberty set over against

peers, and the law of the land is repeated almost word for word, with the
word “person” substituted for the word “freeman,”
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. 12 STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

vention. James M., Winchell was afterwards President of the Wiandotte
Constitutional Convention, and Jobn Ritchie and W, McCulloch were also
members of both. James H, Lane was elected President of the Convention
when organized at Minneola, but resigned at Leavenworth, and Martin P
Conway was elected his successor,  Samuel F, Tappan’ was Secretary.

Of the eighty-four members, many have since made men of mark, Win-
chell, as T have Jjust said, was President of the Wyandotte Constitutional

B

first Chief Justice of the State, and has since been eminent in the field and
forum ‘and at the bar; H. P. Johnson died at the head of his regiment during

C. H. Branscomb was United States Consul at Manchester, England; James
8. Emery has been United States District Attorney for Kansas, and a Re-
gent of the State University; Samuel N. Wood has been repeatedly a mem-
- ber, and once Speaker of the House of Representatives ; John Ritchie was
{ a Colonel during the war; Wm. R. Griffith was our first and Isaac T, Good-
now our second Superintendent of Public Instruetion; A. Danford wag
elected Attorney General in 1868; Robert B. Mitchell rose to distinetion in
in the war, and was Governor of New Mexico ; Edward Lynde was Colonel

Quebec; J. M. Walden has become an eminent clergyman of the Methodist
Episcopal church. There are others, T doubt not, worthy of mention, but
these occur to me upon hastily reading over the list.

; Taking them as a whole, I doubt whether an abler body of men was ever
i agsembled in the State, L_ahe,‘ of course, was the chief figure. He lived in
3 Lawrence, but he appeared in the convention as delegate from Doniphan

county. He took little interest in the proceedings of the convention, but

foresaw the remote probability of the admission of the State under it. He
wanted to be elected President of the Convention because, first, he had been
President of the Topeka Convention; and, secondly, he had had g quarrel
with' Goy. Denver and wanted his fayorite “indorsement” from the repre-
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thoroughly ecomprehended the nature, the designs and the ambitions of the
slave power, and seemed to more intensely hate it, than any other man
among us. His subsequent life, with its single brief success, and its numer-
ous and prolonged misfortunes, down to his confinement and death in an
asylum in Washington, made Up & strange career even in this country of
surprises and contradictions.

One of the most marked members of the convention was Thomas Ew-
ing, jr. This gentleman added to the graces of a youthful and engaging
person the charm of attrictive manners and a brilliant mind. He took an
intelligent interest in the work of the convention, and was ready and effact-
ive in debate. His speeches wore the air of preparation, while his manner
bad an appearance of dignity and restrained enthusiasm, which left the im-
pression of reserved force and an unexpended power upon the mind of the
hearer. He always seemed like a man who bhad not done his best, but who
ipon proper occasion could rise to still more masterful heights of argument
and eloquence. He was the easy leader of the conservative wing of the con-
vention, and championed their views with conspicuous, though ineffectual,
ability, :

It would be easy to indulge in personal reminiscences of many other mem-
bers of the convention, but the limits of the present oceasion will not allow
me that pleasure.

The most exciting debate in the convention over any part of the constitu-
tion occurred, as I have previously mentioned, in conneetion with section 5
of the schedule, which provided that in case the constitution should be
adopted by the people, then upon the admission of Kansas into the Union
as a State, the constitution should be in full force, the State officers should
immediately enter upon the discharge of their duties, and the Governor
should immediately, hy proclamation, convene the General Assembly. As
we have already seen, this Leavenworth constitutional movement was going
on at the very time that the bill for the admission of Kansas under the
Lecompton Constitution was vending in Congress, and was intended as the
counter movement of the Free-State people against that measure. The con.
tingency of the admission of the State under the Lecompton Constitution
had to be contemplated. The Free-State people had full control of the Ter-
ritorial Legislature. A portion of them had taken part in the election of
officers under the Lecompton Constitution, and had really carried that elec-
tion, electing the entire set of State officers under it, but on the face of the
returns, including the fraudulent returns from Oxford, Shawnee and Kicka-
poo, the Pro-Slavery officers were elected, and Calboun, the President of the
Lecompton Constitutional Convention, had the granting of certificates both
to the State officers and to the Legislature. There was no sufficient or rea.

. sonable doubt that Calhoun would carry out the Pro-Slavery programme to
the end. He had already declared the constitution “with slavery”’ adopted,
and he would doubtless give certificates to the Pro-Slavery officers under it.
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16 STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

the transactions of the Society during the two years. Such report is here
given, together with lists and statements intended to exhibit the character
of the library and collections which are being made up.

These collections of the Society go to make up a library, and, to some
extent, a museum of history. The latter embraces objects which go to illus-
trate the modes of life of our pioneer settlers, their political struggles, and
hardy experiences; war relics ; pictures, which show the earliest structures in
our towns, the first abodes of our frontier inhabitants, their log and sod
school houses; the stages of improvement in town and country, from year to
year and from decade to decade; portraits of prominent citizens, especially
of those who have made a record for usefelness in founding the institutions
of the State, or in developing its resources. Objects illustrating the history
and manners and customs of the Indians or other inbabitants, also come
into our collection. .

But the chief and essential feature of a historical society is its library work,
and its library accessions are always most important. What this library work
should consist of, experience has well established, and the Legislature of the
State, in prescribing the duties of the Society, has defined. It is to make an
ample library of reference for the people of the State—one which shall
enable the public officer, the student, and the writer, to gather the facts as
to the {rue origin and history of all things pertaining to the State and the
country; a library which shall contain copies of every book of history
which has been written or published relating to the State of Kansas, general
and local —State, county, town and neighborhood histories— whether they
have been published in books, pamphlets or newspapers, or yet remain in
manuscript, and the same, as far as practicable, as to the history of the
country in all respects; a library of public documents of the State, and of
the country, of all kinds; of reports and proceedings of all State institu-
tions; reports of schools, churches, and all societies, with sketches of their
history; reports of municipal corporations, and of railroads, manufactories,
and other business organizations whose work it is to develop the resources of
the State and of the country. 3

A prominent, and certainly in essential respects the most valuable por-
tion of the library of the Society, is that of its files of newspapers, Of
these, the shelves of the library contain 2,625 bound volumes, These
files contain the history of Kansas; of every county, and it might almost be
said of every meighborhood and hamlet, in detail. All authorities on this
subjeet aseribe to newspaper files the greatest value of all the materials of his-
tory, as being absolutely essential in respect to correct and indispensable data.
The files in our library have been almost wholly contributed by the Kansas
editors and publishers, gs a free gift; the only consideration being that of
membership of the Society, and the privilege of a voice in the management
of its affairs, and of directing it in a manner best to subserve the publie
good. The editors and publishers of the Kansas newspapers organized the
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18 STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.,

files of that paper in existence. In the case of the oldest paper published in
Johnson county, the Olathe Mirror, its entire office, including all its acecu-
mulated files, were a few months ago destroyed by fire. For information in
opening their book accounts, on resuming publication after the fire, the pub-
lishers were obliged to procare the use of the Historical Society files of the
few months preceding. A similar instance occurred at Kinsley, in Ed-
wards county, some years ago. All the older files of our library are kept
in a fire-proof vault provided by the State for that object; at the same time,
the rooms of the Society themselves may be regarded as fire-proof.*

Next in importance to the printed materials relating directly to the his-
tory of our own State, may perhaps be regarded the books and materials of
the history of adjacent States. Books of exploration and discovery, and
those relating to the local history of every State, and of every part of the
country, are appropriate in a Kansas historical library. Our people are from
every part of the country, and their children are, and for all time will be,

interested in investigating the history and institutions of every part of the
country. Standard works of the general history of the country, and of all
countries, are of course appropriate.  So, too, such a library should be one
of ample reference in respect to books of science. Especially is this true,
when it is considered that the most valuable and most numerous class of
scientific books, and those which abound in the results of original investiga-
tions, are those published either by the United States Government or by the

States, and can be procured without cost, or only at the cost of exchanges

of publications of our own State. Our library has already become quite a
full one as to this class of hooks,

The Society, through the request of Hon, John J. Ingalls, was, as early as
1876, made a public depository of the documents published by theaUnited
States Government. Since that date they have largely been received.
Through the joint request of both Senators Ingalls and Plumb, there have
been added to these deposits, during the past few months, the number of 877
volumes of the public documents, running back as early us the year 1845,
and including partial sets of the annals and debates of Congress.

The Congressional and Executive documents are absolutely necessary to a
library of materials of the history of Kansas; and of course essential to the
history of the affairs of the country. Kansas, for ten years from the time
the proposal was first broached of opening ils territory to settlement, was a
leading subject of discussion and agitation in the Congress of the N ation ;
and all the departments of the Government were made to teem with reports
and papers relating to Kansas, Every year's national transactions will

*On the night of January 17, 1888, but a few hours after the reading of the above paragraph in this
report, at the annual meeting of this Soclety, the Champion office was again burned, and its office files
destroyed. Col. Martin had, however, by great effort, gathered up and i ad

files subsequent to the first fire, 80 he has yet a set of files remaining.
The office of the Independent Press, H
stroyed. g

boldt, was burned January 10, 1883, and all its files de-
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STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

The State cannot be expected to maintain ‘two libraries of the same char-
acter. Great embarrassment mugt arise in the effort to make either of such
libraries complete in any of the lines of books which it is desirable that they
should contain. One library becomes the duplicate of the other, and each
conflicts with the other in the effort to accomplish what the State most needs
in a library of history and general reference,

Both of these libraries have recently been removed to new apartments in
the State House. They are yet in a measure unclassified, and are uncata-
logued. Before they are catalogued, the library policy of the State should
be definitely settled by the Legislature. To leave the work in its present,
distracted and divided condition, would be a neglect on the part of the State
to justly recognize the services to the State of that large class of public-
spirited citizens who have, during the past seven years, founded and given
to the State a library of thousands of volumes, among which may be men-
tioned as of chiefest value, over 2,000 of the files of Kansas newspapers—a
voluntary gift to the State by the founders and members of this Society.

That the proper sphere of a general library, as distinguished from a library
for the use of the bar and the courts, is precisely the same as that of a his-
torical library, we make the following quotation from a paper on the subject
of State Libraries, contained in the volume issued by the United States Bureau

of Education, in 1876, entitled “Public Libraries in the United States of

America— their History, Condition and Management.” The paper to which
reference is made was written by Henry A. Homes, LL, D.; Librarian of the
General Library of the State of New York, a gentleman who is the very
highest authority on this subject. He says:

“A Btate library will of course make it one of its special aims to collect works of
American history in general, just so far as the means at its disposal will admit. But of
all the purposes for which it exists, none respond so directly to the wants of the largest
number of citizens of a State as to aim to collect all the materials accessible to illustrate
the history of the State, its counties, its towns, and its citizens, The authorities of the
library will therefore be attentive to secure all local histories and biographies, manu-
seript collections of the papers of its eminent citizens, the official proeeedings of all
counties and towns, reports of all societies — charitable, commercial, manufacturing, mil-
itary and secret, and as many of the newspapers printed in the State as can be obtained,
with its almanacs, and business and town direciories. To these will naturally be added
works in science and the arts which relate more particularly to the productions of the
State. An honorable historic consciousness will be promoted by securing works of merit
of all kinds written by citizens of the State. g

“Much might be said regarding the value of the different classes of books just men-
tioned; a value which grows with successive years, We will, however, single out from
among them for particular notice, the class of newspapers. For many towns and
counties they are the only printed record of the earliest facts of local history, Their
value in libraries is already recognized in our Western States, The Indiana State ]’.;i-1
brary receives twenty-eight newspapers as an annual gift; Minnesota was receiving
forty in 1862, and Ohio receives twenty-eight. The New Jersey Library invites dona-
tions of the same kind. There can be little doubt that the publishers of a large portion i
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