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provision lists and receipts, suggestive of the needs and costs of the
expedition. Unless marked as original these documents are dupli-
cates retained by McCoy for his own records and preserved with his
correspondence.

II. Extries From THE JourNaL: Jury 2 1o OctoBer 12, 1828

At Camp, Shawaunukwuk, one of the Putawatomies who are to
Wednesday, accompany me, went day before yesterday to see some
ol 184 b i friends, and commenced drinking. Yesterday I
sent twice after him, but could not get him home. This morning I
sent for him early He came but had sold his shirt which we had
given him a few days since, for whiskey, and had abused an outer
garment which I had lent him.

At ten o’clock I made a short address to our company and set out
on our journey to west of Mississippi. Our company consisted of,
Naoquah Kozhuk, Gosa, & Wesauogana, Ottawas, and Magaukwok,
& Shawaunukwuk, Puts. & Shadenoy, who is half Putawatomie for
an interpreter. Several of the neighbors were present at our starting.
My wife and child, and Mr. Bay accompanied us this day, and will
spend the night with us, and return tomorrow. By the Secretary of
War we are directed to proceed to St. Louis, & report to Genl. Clark,
of whom we shall receive further instructions,

Wednesday T was quite sick during the night, became worse at day-
July 3 light—took medicine and at 9 o’clock took my leave of
my wife and babe, our hrother Bay. They started back and we pro-
ceeded. T was scarcely able to set on my horse. At 12 better, at
which time I write this. After taking some food, and rest, felt
better and proceeded. Encamped beside a small Creek.

Friday ~ Swam our horses across Calemink, mired one at [an]other

July 4 place, and with some difficulty got him a[nd] the others
across that and similar rivers, and encamped at the mouth of the
Calemink.

Saturday  Having some writing to do we [¢]ould not leave our camp
July 5 before 9 o’clock. It was fortunate for us that we were
near an encampment of Indians. Of them we obtained a Canoe, in
which we crossed the Clalemink ourselves and baggage, & swam the
horses. We reached Chicago about 12, where] we found a few
articles which we needed, & transacted some other business. I have
written the governor requesting, for reasons assigned, that the treaty
on St. Joseph be deferred till October in the hope that by that time
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[ may be back. The Putawatomies with me having seen the new
country may be of service at this treaty. Mr. Reed, subagent at
Carey has promised to write Gov. Cass to the same effect. T had
hoped also that the agt. and subagt. A[lexande]r Wolcott and My,
Doyle of this place, would also commend the same to the Governor
but this they declined for reasons which they did not assign. I am
of opinion that these gentlemen, tho. very friendly to me personally
are unfriendly to the project of the removal of the Indians. Mr.
Siliman the Governor's nephew, now on a commission to the Wina-
bago & others, will do what he can for us in relation to the treaty.

Spent some time swiming our horses across Chicago river, and
crossed our baggage in a very small Canoe, and encamped on the
river Auplain, 12 miles from Chicago Fort, or Fort Dearbourn.
Every day we pass Indians traveling or encamped. We are now
near an encampment,

River Auplain® Here we are resting. At half past 8 o’clock
12 miles from Chicago  commenced Service in Ottawa, which consisted
Bunday July 8 of a hymn & prayer a discourse, & concluded
1828 5 -

with another Hymn. In the evening we had
a Hymn & prayer. Having little to do, am afforded time for reflec-
tion on the awful responsibility which at this time devolves upon me.
This is increased [by] a view of the peculiar and very merciful deal-
ings of Providence [in] relation to our affairs.

The measure of alocating the Indians in a country of their own
under suitable provisions of our government, is the only one in
which we ean discover grounds to hope for their preservation. This
measure is warmly opposed by many in authority. Zealous efforts
on the part of a few worthy advocates, obtained for it a majority in
the House of Representatives in Congress merely of ten votes. We
have laboured more than five years on the subject, and do now re-
joice to see that it has gained an ascendency over opposition, and,
the more to be dreaded apathy of too many, even in the small degree
which authorizes this expedition. Should some disaster, or some mis-
management oceur—Should the Indians be dissatisfied with the
country they shall see, the business might receive such a check that
it could not be resusitated until too late for many almost expiring
tribes! We are going to look [for] a home for a homeless people—a
people who were once lords of all the Continent of America, and
whose just claims have never been acknowledged by others, nor
conveyed away by themselves, Half the United States gay the

5. Des Plaines river,
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southern Indians shall not come north of the degree of 36-30 N.
latitude. Or in other words we are limited to the regions west of
Arkansas territory, and Missouri State. Should the inhospitableness
of that country deny them a place there, they will be left destitute
unless mercy provides by means unseen to short sighted mortals,

I feel myself inadequate to these responsibilities. The particulars
of this inadequacy need not be entered in my journal. But under
a sense of dependence on God I have asked of Him the appointment
which I now have received—and to Him I look for ability to per-
form its duties. To Him alone must be ascribed the Kingdom and
the power and the Glory for ever Amen!

River Auplain  Left camp at six oclock At noon halted for dinner
Monday, July 7 pear the river. Passed this morning a curious rock
singly in the prarie, porous, with holes large enough to admit
Dozens of apartments for snakes, and convenient passages from one
to the other. The rock is about 9 feet long 7 wide, & 4 feet higher
than the surface of the ground. Three or four striped snakes were
basking in the sunshine on the top, which retired on our approach,
others or the samec were seen passing at pleasure through their
habitation.

In the afternoon passed a singular hill rising about 40 feet in the
level prarie, mentioned by Schooleraft.® Encamped at the River
Page.

Tuesday  Arrived at 12—encamped at the mouth of Fox river
July 8 about this place reside a few distressed looking white
people
Wednesday 9 Crossed Illinois river in a canoe, and swam our horses.
Passed several huts of poor looking white people, near
one of which we halted for dinner—tired of bacon, we have been
able to take a few pigions, & the like, but cannot get either beef,
venison, or chicken, of the few inhabitants. Travelled ten miles
without the appearance of a road, steering our way thro. the praries.
Encamped earlier than usual for the sake of water—{our of our men
Hunted till dark, but killed nothing,

Thursday ~ As usual halted an hour and a half at noon, Encamped
July 10 about 10 miles South of Fort Clark. Bot. some bacon.
and a fowl today, at one of the two houses we have passed. Trav-
elled several miles without a road,

6. Schooleraft, Henry R., Travels in the Central Portion of the Mississippi Valley (New
YO"k,IIS?f)v pp. 330, 331. See, also, “Mount Joliet: Its Place in Illinois History and Its
Loeation,” by Robert Knizht and Lucius Zeuch, in Journal of the Nlinois Flistorical Soriety,
April, 1930,
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Friday We commonly set out at 6 oclock in the morning. Since
July 11 e passed Chicago we have travelled about 14 miles of
every 15 in Prarie. Since we left Illinois river Praries have been
more extensive. To our left there is only now and then a small
grove or streak of timber along water courses. We usually encamp
in the open Prarie contiguous to wood for fuel. Dews fall heavy
on us. Where there is no fear of rain I merely pitch my musquito
bar, this morning it was so wet that water could be wrung out of it.

We dined in a Prarie where no fuel could be obtained within a
long distance except pieces of a Broken bridge of which we availed
ourselves of as much as cooked our dinner encamped on a branch
of Sangamo[n].

Saturday  Dined near a whiteman’s house, where we obtained a
July 12 kettle to aid in preparing our dinner. passed Springfield
near Sangamo[n] river. The inhabitants and people around the
place may be denominated unmannerly or without manners at all.
Bot. a little sugar & flour. Encamped on a branch of Sangamo[n].
We are yet 93 miles from St. Louis.

Sunday T halted here last evening with a severe pain in the head
July 13 which continued the greater part of this day. I have had
a sick day. About 10 in the morning took a potion of Rheubarb &
Magnesia. So sick that we could have no other service morning
and evening than a hymn and prayer. Confined to my tent most
of the day.

The difficulties attendant on such tours as this seem small while
in tolerable health compared with the magnitude to which they
swell in sickness. The parting with my dear wife and babe after
they had accompanied us one day & night, was rendered doubly
hard by the circumstance of my being so sick as to be scarcely able
to sit on my horse at the time of our adieus. My poor wife had
mounted her horse—and waited to see me seated on mine then rode
off without once looking back.

Monday  Set off at 6 a. m. quite unwell, yet rode 22 miles before
July 14 we halted for dinner. Ate very little, proceeded 18 miles
further and encamped near one of the 3 houses we have passed to-
day. I am so tired of our travelling food that my appetite will not
take it. Tried here to get something more palatable, but could
obtain nothing but 3 eggs, of two of these I prepared a pudding
which I tied up in a cloth & boiled, and ate with sweetened water.
I have just finished my repast. I am saving my third egg for my
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breakfast. My health more comfortable. Two men out looking
for deer.

Tuesday A young man left camp early to look for Deer, joined a
July 15 pile or two from camp but had taken nothing. Dined
in a prarie where scarcely a few small bushes could be found along
a rivulet, sufficient to prepare our dinner, two small willows were
found and placed in the ground so as with the assistance of my
umbrella, to shelter me from the sun. The flies bad—the road re-
markably dusty, water found at eight and nine miles distance,
houses not so frequent, until evening we reached Edwardsville, The
settlement now compact. Encamped two miles South of Edwards-
ville.

Wednesday By a disagreeable ride thro. the praries, sunbeams, and
July 16 dust, of 18 miles we reached Mississippi opposite St.
Louis about 12 o’clock, after waiting an hour for the boat we crossed,
and pitched our tents a mile above the town, I returned and made
my call on Genl. Clark. He presently introduced me to a Captain
Kennerly” who has been appointed leader of the party.

The Southern deputations of Indians have not yet arrived. Some
preparations are making for the tour, and it is thought we may
leave this by the 27th and return in the course of 50 or 60 days.

Cap. Kennerly appears to be a pleasant man. He has lately re-
signed an Indian Agency up the Missouri. He is well acquainted
with the Country & people we expect to visit. He was spoken of by
the Department of war as suitable for our leader, at the same time
an opinion was expressed by the Department that he would likely
not accept the appointment, and in that case Genl, Clark to whom
the trust of appointing was confided was to appoint another person.
But he has accepted, and I trust will do well.

In the evening we brought our horses into town to have them fed,
and I took lodgings at the City Hotel. The company sleep in their
tents tonight.

Thursday ~ Wish’d to procure lodgings for our Indians in town but
July 17 did not succeed. Wrote many letters.

Friday Made arrangements for lodgings for our Indians. Sent

July 18 out for them and their baggage, when to my grief I
learnt that some of them had become intoxicated. Noonday &
Wesauogana came in, expressed great grief that the thing had oc-

7. George Hancock Kennerly.
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curred. These were sober. Chandonois & the others kept away in
order to get sober and through the day, came to their lodgings and
lay down. They had not been much drunk, except Chandonois who
came in the evening much intoxicated Mr. Forsythe saw him and
as he was taking him up stairs to their lodgings, Chandonois fell and
wounded his face. About that time I went into the room. He was
becoming noisy as a drunken Indian, when I took hold on him and
told him to lay down & become quiet which he did. I was much
mortified at this circumstance.

Dined at Genl. Clark’s in company of Col. Menard going on to
treaties at Green Bay & Carey.

Saturday ~ This morning early I was attacked with a bowel com-
July 19 plaint supposed to be chiefly the effect of the water of
this place, which to my taste is unpalateable, and always warm ex-
cept when cooled with ice. I had a poor day confined to my room
until evening when I rode out a short distance.

Sunday Feel in better health this morning. [ have talked with
July 20 Chandonois and the Indians and they say they think the
error will not be repeated. Chandonois says he knows he has done

wrong, and that he will not repeat it here. The Indians blame him
for leading them into the error. Gosa pleads that he did not expose
himself, that he drank a little and lay down until he had recovered
and then came into town. Went to hear a Presbyterian preach in
company of several of our Indians.

Monday Among other business gave drafts on Sec. War to the
July20[211  amount of $5000. Wrote home by Maj. Forsythe &
Col. Menard who are going to attend the treaties.

Tuesday Rode into the country ten or 12 miles to seek for ac-
July 211221 ¢ommodations for ourselves and horses, this measure I
believed would tend to the improvement of the condition of our
horses, the preservation of our health and would be much more eco-
nomical. Lodged at H. Walton’s. On this day at my instance Cap.
Kennerly & Genl. Clark sent a man in a steam boat to inquire after
the southern Indians. Genl. Clark gave him instruetions.

Wednesday  This morning I pursued my inquiries, breakfasted at
July 23 J. Walton’s rode into St. Louis at one oclock p. m.
Having engaged horsekeeping and boarding at a Mr. Brown’s, by
which the 22 horses, and eight persons now here on expenses very
high could be accomodated at a saving of §58.50 for every week.
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On arriving in town I communicated this inteligence to Cap.
Kennerly and Genl. Clark, both of whom approved of the arrange-
ment, though about four of the horses they suppose will be needed
in town and will not be sent out.

Thursday I took our company of Indians and our horses and rode
July 24 out into the country ten miles, to Mr. Brown’s where 1
had procured quarters. Cap. Kennerly has promised to send out
ten of the other horses today, keeping four in town for other uses.

Friday The other horses from town have not arrived Wrote
July 25 several letters, and also wrote some Indian.

Saturday  Cap. Kennerly sent out to my care 9 horses. We are com-
July 26 fortably situated here, and our horses have a fine situa-
tion. Thankful for a letter from my son Calvin in Ohio, by which I
heard from my Dear children scattered in three different places
among strangers.

While in St. Louis Wesauogana met with a cousin of his, a girl of
ahout 11 years of age, whose parents were dead, and she had fallen
into the hand of some poor Sauks. The child wept and begged him
to help her. The people whom she was following also desired to get
rid of her. On being informed of this and asked by Wesauogana if
I would do any thing for her, I obtained the consent of Mrs. Brown
to take her in here. Weasauogana and Gosa went into St. Louis to-
day, reached the camp of the Sauks a little before they left the place.
And brot, her hither. The child is very sick of a fever. Wesauogana
put her on his horse, and led him, but it would have been with dif-
ficulty she could have reached this, had not young Mr. Brown, who
was returning in a Dearbourne, kindly taken her into his carriage.
I have hired Mr. Brown’s to take care of her until we return from
our tour to the west, when we design to take her with us to one of
our gchools,

Sunday Rode three miles to a Baptist meeting house, heard

27, July sermon and preached myself from Prov. 1. 32, 33.

Monday 28  Rode to St. Louis. Heard no news of the rest of our
party, transacted some business,

Tuesday 20 Employed busily in drawing a map of the country

7 - 2 : : ~

& Wednes. 30 west of Arkansas Ter. & State of Missouri, and S.
West of Missouri river.

Thursday 31 Went into St. Louis—no news from the rest of our
company.
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Friday Aug. 1 Worked faithfully on my map.
Saturday Aug. 2

Sunday, 3 Preached at the place at which I reside, a funeral
sermon on the recent deaths two sisters who died
within a few hours of each other and were buried at the same time
and place, one of whom was buried with an infant in her arms. A
congregation respectable for numbers and attention attended.

Monday Received a letter from my Son Rice in Kentucky, contain-
Aug.- 4 ing the very satisfactory inteligence that my daughter
Sarah at School in Cincinnati with a younger sister, herself about 13
vears of age, had lately been Baptized by Rev. Vardeman of Ken-
tucky. This little girl is the first of my children which has made
public profession of religion. I cannot conceive of any other kind of
inteligence that I could have received that would have afforded equal
satisfaction, or equally conferred on me a sense [of] gratitude to
God. The circumstance seems to have inspired new hopes in rela-
tion to my other dear children, and increased fervour to prayers in
their behalf. The necessity of having our children scattered, not
among relatives & particular friends, but as I may say, among
strangers, has given their good mother and me much uneasiness.
But hitherto the Lord has been very merciful to us in relation to our
children.

Tuesday Yesterday three of our Indians went into St. Louis. I had
Aug. 5 pequested a gentleman to take care of them. He sent them
out of town in time but at some wretched whiskey-shops on the road
they obtained liquor and came home drunk. Two of them capable
of taking care of themselves, the other was brot. home by Mr.
Brown in his little wagon who found them drinking by the road side
about four miles from this.

I was in bed before they arrived, and on hearing a noise went into
the Indians’ apartment to quiet the drunkard. He obeyed me in un-
dressing and laying down, but as soon as he supposed I had left the
room he would again begin his noise, and it was with difficulty that
a young man could hold him. I at length with the assistance of the
young Indian tied his hands and feet, and left him to loosen him
when he would become quiet, They lost a few articles they had bot.
in St. Louis.

This day I completed my map of the country proposed for Indian
territory. It is 2 feet 7 inches by about 3 feet.

Wednesday—  Wrote—not much to da.
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Thursday—  Cap. Kennerly sent me a letter he had received from
the man sent to the Southern Indians. Information he had received
on the way was caleulated to cause fears that those Indians would
not come at all. The man himself may be back in a few days.

Friday I rode to St. Louis. Reed. a letter from Mr. Simerwell®
Aug. 8 iy Boston informing that a Mr. Bingham had been appointed
a missionary to Saut De St. Marie. We had hoped that Mr. Bing-
ham would have come to Carey® for the assistance of that place after
the departure of Mr. Lykins'® and myself. A Mr. Stannard whom
we hoped would engage with us, or at St. Marie, is in a state of
health too poor to engage. We are in much want of missionary aid
for Carey.

Saturday Remained at home.
& & Sunday had a prayer, &e. for such as understand English,
Sunday 10 .14 4 service in Indian.

Monday— I have had little to do this week, and this day above
Tuesday— all others since I left home, I am tired of delay,
iilipedoyCS lonesome, & homesick. I cannot be contented in idle-
ness, and our delay here must make sad havoc of some of our fav-
ourite plans of the coming autumn.

Thursday I went into St. Louis. Met a note from Cap. Kennerly
Aug. 14 ipnforming that Mr. Blake and three Creek Indians & an
interpreter had arrived. Their horses are sent out to our place. 1
introduced 3 of our Indians with me to the Creeks—hope they will
consent to come into the country.

Thankful for a letter from my Son at Carey, 16 days after I left
home, and that all were well.

I called on Col. Benton,'* a Senator, and Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Indian affairs, whose aid was last winter solicited and af-
forded in support of the exploring bill.

Friday I did little except write Indian
&

Saturday

Sunday—  Rode out to hear a Presbyterian preach—preached myself
from the parable of the talents.

8. Robert Bimerwell, Baptist missionary. See The Kansas Historical Quarterly, February,
1932, p. 91, footnote G,

_ 9. Carey mission, on St. Joseph's river, Michigan, For an account of the founding of
this mission see ibid., May, 1936,
10. Johnston Lykins, Baptist missionary.—Ibid., February, 1982, p. 90, footnote 3.

11. Thomas Hart Benton (1782-1858), American statesman, U. 8. senator from Missouri
1820-1850.
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This evening I received a letter from Cap. Kennerly saying the
man whom we had sent to inquire the cause of delay of the Chicke-
saws, & Choetaws, returned on Saturday, with a letter from Colbert,
Principal Chief of the Chickesaws, saying that they and the Choc-
taws had decided not to go on the exploring expedition until next
March. The reasons assigned by him for this conclusion were, it
liad become so late in the season that cold weather wo[ul]d over-
take them, and there would be no grass for horses, it would be
severe on the men, and the ground would be covered with snow so
that its quality could not be determined. They said that they had
received no orders to march from the war Department, and knew
nothing of the time to go, &c. until our express arrived.

Blake who came in the other day with the Creeks, saw the Agent
& Subagent of the Chickasaws, on his way. He said they were at
variance with each other on the subject.

It is hardly possible that the Sec. War has omitted to give them
notice of the time to start—more probable that he wrote orders to
the Agent, who is the proper medium and that he, unwilling that
the Indians should go, and ultimately remove, and he would lose
his salary of $1600 pr. annum, had never informed the Indians.

Monday I went into St. Louis, and found that Mr. Blake had ex-
Aug- 18 pressed an opinion that if he could visit those Indians
he could yet bring them this fall. He was much inclined to make
the trial. Genl. Clark and Cap. Kennerly seemed willing he should.

I could not approve the course because I did not believe Blake
would succeed. If he should, it would be six weeks before he could
return, during all that time all who were already here must lay by
at great expense and much trouble to some of us on account of the
disposition of the Indians to drink. Should Blake not bring the
Indians, it would then be too late for our Indians to make the tour—
Therefore after all the expense of this summer’s work nothing would
be done, and the Indians who had come this far would return to their
homes disappointed and displeased.

I thought that those of us who had already arrived had better
proceed, then the business o far as related to them would be done,
and let the others make the tour next Spring as they proposed. To
going next spring all seemed opposed. They said the flies, high
waters, and mires would render it almost impracticable. I plead
that I travelled in the wilderness at all seasons. And if they set out
next Spring, they would have time to extend the rout[e] as far as
they pleased, whereas to go late this fall, their time would be limitted
by the approach of winter.
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However, when I saw their determination to send again for those
Indians, 1 proposed procceding on a tour of six weeks, the time they
supposed it would require to bring those from the south, with our
five Indians. [f on my return I met the Southern deputations, send
home our Putawatomies, and Ottawas, and I would turn about and
make a second tour, If this could not be allowed, I thought our
Indians had better go home now. It would cost less for us to make
this tour now, and then discharge our Indians, than to lay by here
six weeks and then make the tour.

This course was approved by Genl. Clark & Cap. Kennerly, but
a difficulty arose out of the circumstance of the Sec. of War having
directed that none should move until the Chickasaws arrived. On
this account neither Genl. Clark nor Cap. Kennerly will assume the
responsibility of giving me direct instructions to go. I therefore
take upon myself the entire responsibility of this measure.

Dr. Todson® also pleads that he cannot go without order to that
effect given in direet terms.

I shall hire two young men to assist, and take in an interpreter
about 250 miles from this. T sent out to have 12 horses brought in
for shoeing, while I remain in town to prepare for the expedition.

Mr. Blake started in a steam boat this afternoon. His three
Creeks & interpreter have gone out to spend the six weeks at our
place in the country.

St.Louis  Our people brought in the horses, and two of the Creeks
Iue“*f’-y came with them. The Creeks and Chandonois got into

g a notion of drinking, and gave me much trouble. I had
a hard days work of it, procuring my out-fit, &c. I started some of
the Indians home before me. It was almost sundown when I and
two of them left St. Louis— We then had 13 miles to ride. The
drunken part had went ahead of the rest. T overtook the companies
in different places, the last were the drunkards who had stopped at
a whiskey house 4 miles from ours. They had slept in the yard. T
alighted to search for whiskey but could find none and the wretch
who lives by this base traffic after receiving a very severe reprimand
from me, which he did with great submission, for selling whiskey to
our people, declared they had drank only water there. Some of
them were unwilling to leave the house but I insisted, and took
them with me. One of the Creeks gave me much trouble. He fell
off his horse two or three times,

12. Dr. George P. Todsen was emploved as physician and surgeon to accompany the ex-
ploring party,
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Wednesday preparing to start— Genl. Clark sent me the following
Aug. 20 instruetions, for which T am very thankful. Cap Ken-
nerly also has given me a number of introductory letters to persons
on the frontiers.

Superintendency of Indian Affairs

St. Louis, Aug. 20, 1828

Revd. I. MeCoy
Dr. Sir

As the exploring party of Chickasaws is not expected before the 20th of
next month, & should they arrive will not be in advance of this state until
the 1st of Qctober, and as the Putawatomies & Ottawas who accompanied you
to this place are unwilling to delay, I would, in accordance with your sug-
gestions recommend that you proceed with your party, and explore a portion
of the country purchased of the Osage & Kansas West of the State of Missouri,
& between the Osage & Shawanoe reservations, and north of the Kansas
Reservation, taking care not to go so far west as to endanger your party by
falling in with war parties of the Panis, 18 and other Tribes who are at War
with the Osage & Kansas.

The Indian Agents in your direction are informed of your movements &
will afford you every aid & assistance in their power.

You will take Noel Mongrain a half-breed Osage, who is acquainted with
the country,—the routes of the Indians, & speaks the Osage & Kansas lan-
guages.

I must request the favor of you to write to me from Harmony Mission 4
& on your return to Camp Leavenworth, or the out settlements, & state your
views & wishes, that I may be enabled to afford such aid as may be necessary.

Accept the assurance of my best wishes. Yours sincerely

Wm. Clark

1828 I set out from my lodgings at Browns, 13 miles from
Thursday2l St TLouis. Our company consists of Chandonois the

SR Interpreter, five Indians and two hired white men in

all 9. We have 12 horses, one of which is to place an interpreter &
guide on, whom we expect to take from Harmony mission Station.
We are all armed with guns, and besides I have a brace of horse
pistols. We proceeded 14 miles & spent the night at Fishwaters’.
The men lodged in their tents, but I lodged in the house.

Friday We nooned in the woods, & lodged in our tents, near a
Aug. 22 house where we obtained some food for ourselves, but
could not obtain a grain of corn for our horses, though we sent two
of our men to another house in the neighborhood

13. Pawnee.

_14. A mission in Bates county, Missouri, established in 1821 by the United Foreign
Missionary Society,
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Saturday  We stopped in a little village—Union, obtained breakfast
Aug. 28 and a feed for our horses. Nooned in the woods— 1In
the afternoon met a man in the wilderness going 13 miles to mill, &
prevailed on him to let us have about one bushel of corn for which T
gave him 75 cts. This was all the grain we had for our horses at
camp at night,

Sunday We proceeded from Camp about 4 miles and pitched our
Aug. 28 tents about 14 of a mile from a solitary and wretched hut,
at which we obtained a little food for ourselves, but none for our
horses.

After breakfast, and the morning Service I laid down to rest &
fell asleep, In the course of an hour & a half T arose and discovered
that my beast was absent from the company. I immediately sent
a young man on horseback in pursuit of her. He instead of pursue-
ing the road we had come, listened to an idle story of the woman of
the house and went in search of the beast in a direction of all the
others the least promising. I had but just started this man when I
mounted a horse myself and taking Chandonois, went in pursuit.
The man at the house had that moment returned from the rout [e]
the beast went—said two travellers had stopped at the farther side
of a prarie a mile distant, to feed their horses— They had told him
that the beast had passed them, but the man who had come along
the road had not met her. We proceeded in a gallop and passed the
men before they had set off. They told me the beast had not been
gone more than 15 minutes, & that she went directly along the road.
We galloped on, believing she would stop where we had encamped
the night before, and had fed the horses on the ground.

But she had not passed that Wway, we returned and kept three or
four persons searching for her till dark Beleiving that the two men
who had seen her had caught her and concealed her in the woods,
We thought so because, they stopped at an undesirable place {o
graze or feed—no traveller acquainted with the road as they were,
would have stopped there—because they could see a long distance
back if any one was persucing the beast, because it was not likely
that the beast would so soon have left theirs especially as they were
feeding, ours being hungry for grain—because she would not likely
have left the road. We suspected the man near whose house we
had stopped for having a hand in it, and we set three men to watch
his house. They watched until some time in the night thinking he
might go out in the night to convey the beast further off. But

16—3875

they
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made no discoveries. Those two men whom we had suspected had
but two horses, yet our men discovered three places where horses
had been fed, hence we inferred that one place was where they had
caught our beast.

I scolded some about the carelessness of the men while I was
asleep.
Monday  Those two suspected men said they were going to a cer-
Aug. 25 ¢ain house on the road— This evening a man overtook
1828 us who had lodged at the same house, and said the men
had not been there. I am confirmed in the opinion that they stole
the beast and conveved her away in the night. I regret the loss
much. I had bot. her myself, and for my own use on the tour.

We nooned at the usual hour, and sleep I know not where.

Tuesday  Sent some hunters ahead early, but without success. One
Aug. 26 killed one Turkey. Rested at noon—reached the house
of a white man near which we encamped—& of whom we obtained
corn for our horses, & our Suppers. We are on Gasconade river,
about 40 miles below the mills

Wednesday 1 bought a horse of Harrison for $45. By Banson of
Aug. 27 St. Louis who has travelled a day with us, I wrote to a
number of persons respecting our lost beast, requesting aid in her
recovery, and offering a reward of $10. We found a house at which
we obtained something to eat for ourselves & horses. Encamped on
a branch of Gasconade.

Thursday  Our new horse attempted to escape I sent two men after
Aug. 28 him before day who caught him in the course of a few
miles—found another house today at which we obtained food for
selves & horses. Encamped on the waters of grand Auglaize, a
branch of the Osage river.

Our Indians have daily tried to take some game but the grass and
bushes are so high and thick that they had taken nothing larger than
one turkey—Until dark this evening, Gosa brought in a young bear,
and reported that he had wounded the dam. This circumstance has
raised the Spirits of them all

Friday Three men went out & brought in the bear shot last
Aug. 20 pight or rather the hams & shoulders—and even these
were scarcely eatible—it was so lean.

On leaving our camp Noonday carefully covered the feet & some
other pieces of the bears that were left, with brushes at the root of a
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tree. When I asked the reason for this Chandonois answered it was
the Indian fashion—that the bear in the symetry of its person so
much resembled a human being that they were deemed a species of
man, and on this account it was becoming in us to bury the remains
of such as we killed.

Yesterday we met in the wilderness a fair delicate looking youth
in Shirt and panteloons, hat and moceasins, I made some inquiries
respecting the way, and he did the same of me. At one o’clock
today we reached a house on Osage river & learnt that the youth was
a female who lived five miles below, who had taken it into her head,
without letting the cause be known, to escape from her father's
house in this disguise. Her parents were absent. Her friends had
searched for her, particularly in the river supposing she had killed
herself— They at length noticed that some of her brothers clothes
were missing, and thought they had discovered her track. Their
first inteligence of her was received from us. She had told me she
was going to Gasconade. She had 25 miles to walk to the 1st
house and about the same distance to the next.

Soon after leaving St. Louis we fell into a poor hill country ex-
ceedingly stony. The stones in the road remarkably severe on our
horses feet—They are all square & pointed. They diminish in size
from the very large rocks down to those of the size of a pea, and all
the smaller resemble stone broken by the hammer for making a
turnpike—none assume a globular form. They are generally white
flint. Among these sterile hills a few people are scattered, most of
whom seem to have taken pains to settle remote from every body
else. It is not surprising that such inhabitants should be less moral
& refined than in many other countries, and that among them a
female could undertake an exploit which would scarcely be ventured
upon by her sex elsewhere.

We crossed Osage river at 12 o’clock, nooned on Gravois Creek
& ascended and encamped on the same,

Saturday  Just as T was ready to leave camp an old white man one
Aug. 30 of the few in this wilderness, came to request some medi-

cine for a son sick of a fever, for which he said he had nothing to
pay. I sent on the company, except one, unpacked a horse to get
at the medicine and gave what I deemed appropriate. We had en-
camped near a family of free blacks, one of whom I hired to pilot
us 11 miles. Here we intersected a waggon road leading from the
settlements on Missouri river to Harmony Mission Station. Had
we crossed Missouri at St. Charles & ascended on the north side—
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and re-crossed at Jefferson City we should have had a settled country
all the way except about [blank in MS.] miles of the road we are
now on. Today we left the poor hilly country and have entered a
beautiful, rolling, healthy looking region, delightfully varied with
praries & wood-lands. We nooned at a creek, and encamped a little
before night on account of water. Our hunters killed two turkies
and a squirril, and wounded two deer neither of the latter was
found.

Sunday We rest in our tents—attend the usual religious services of
Aug. 31 the day— Had rain till noon. The weather has been very
warm since we left St. Louis, and it is now the most sickly and un-
pleasant season of the whole year in these regions, yet my health,
and that of all the company are preserved. I find myself, however,
growing home-sick & impatient. The Indians also feel too much so.
It is discouraging to us all, to be detained so long from entering the
country we came to see. I feel anxiety about my people & place
at home— Lord take care of them and me!

Monday passed without any noticeable occurrence. Enecamped on
Sep. 1 Grand river.

Tuesday In haste to get on to the Mission Station, did not unsaddle
Sep. 2 gt noon— Near night reached the Harmony mission.
Sorry that three of the missionaries were absent. Was treated with
kindness by those at the place—pleased to see the place, apparantly
& without doubt consecrated to promote the interests of religion, &
especially among the poor Indians. If from appearances I was to
Judge, I would say the preference in praise of the management
should be given to the female department— This has been obvious
at other stations as well as this. While females labour in more
obscurity than the other sex & under greater trials & discourage-
ments they, I believe, usually perform their part best.

At this place we had expected to furnish ourselves with supplies
for 30 days. But such is the state of things that to our grief, we are
told that we can obtain of flour no more than 30 pounds. The only
alternative appears to be parched corn. I have stated the case to
our company, and all deelare their willingness to encounter the
journey, and be satisfied with the fare. And say the flour shall be
saved for me, while they will live on corn.

Wednesday I saw Noel Mograin an old man of 65—a half Osage.

Sep. 3. 1828 Speaks French—but English imperfectly. He agreed
to go with me as interpreter & guide, but insisted that I should take
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another old Osage. He said he had not expected to go the rout[e]
I was taking—that he was not well acquainted with the country. I
at length consented to take the other old man. I inquired where his
horse was, when Mograin pointed to the old man’s legs and said
there was his horse, one he had used many years. Our tent is pitched
about half a mile from the mission on account of grass. Attended
a prayer with the missionaries having breakfasted & dined with Mr.
& Mrs, Austin—& drank tea with Mrs. Jones.

Thursday At day light a poor wretched Osage woman came to camp
Sep. 4. sat down by our fire, & set up a hideous crying or howl-
ing. This we understand to be her method of begging. We had
nothing to give, except a little of our food.

To our joy we obtained 69 pounds of flour instead of 30, & 100
1b. corn meal—this with our corn we hope will be such as we can do
with tolerably well. We procured pork, & salt, but no sugar—we
have partly a supply of our old stock. From this place I have, in
obedience to instruction, written to Genl. Clark— Wrote also to
Mr. Bolles & to my wife— I have been exceedingly hurried since
I arrived here. Am much fatigued, and some distressed for want
of sleep.

About 9 oclock we set off—our company now consisting of 11
persons—with 13 horses & Mograin's dog. Our old Osage had
agreed to walk. He had Deerskin Moccasins and leggings, and the
usual cloth, but was destitute of shirt, or any covering for head or
body above the loins. Even hair on his head was scarce. He
carried an old gun which I had had repaired for him, a horn and
pouch & an additional pair of moecasins. His blanket, which was
a mere rag, was thrown across his shoulder under his gun. A small
bag that would contain a pint containing his smoking apparatus,
was hitched under the belt of his eloth. Thus this almost naked
old man of 60 set out on a six week’s tour, We steered a little north
of west, and soon were without any road.

The weather which had been very hot since we left St. Louis,
became cool on Sunday night. on Monday it was almost disagree-
ably cold in the praries. Tuesday night and Wednesday night there
fell white frosts which has killed the vegetation considerably.

The season has been so exceedingly dry in this country that vege-
tation has become so dried that we can see the praries burning in
two or three directions at the same time.

About noon we passed two Osage women, a girl, 2 boys, & two
infants. They had three small horses, on one was seated a naked
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child of a year and a half old, and led by the mother. On another
was seated the girl—and on the third, a mother naked above the
loins, & searcely covered any where, and carrying in her arms a
naked infant the hairs of all hung loosely. The above description
approaches near enough to that of the others. The boys were naked
—one carried an old gun, & the other a bow. These wretched people
were going in search of roots. In our Lake country the men &
children are commonly naked in summer, but the females wear
shirts. Most of the Osage women I have seen have been destitute
of shirt.

We did not stop until evening when we encamped on the Miry De-
Sein—or Miry Swan river'"—which is the main branch of Osage
river. A sluggish, muddy stream, though we are encamped on a
limestone bank, & at a pretty ripple.

We have now left the State of Missouri, & entered the Territories
west. It therefore becomes my duty to deseribe the country through
which we pass. So far it is a beautiful rolling prarie country,
happily diversified with streaks of woodlands. Limestone appears
on the sides of hills, and in the rivulets.

This evening I was attacked with Dysentery. But had been so
much fatigued with my two past day’s labour, that when I could
obtain a moment’s rest, I slept soundly. At 3 oclock in the morning
took a potion of Rheubarb & Magnesia.

Friday Was not able to leave camp befor half past 9, & then
Sep. 5 scarcely able to sit on my horse. T had noticed yesterday
that Mograin manifested some fears that our old Osage would
desert us. He often stopped and looked back to see if the old man
was on the way. We lent the old fellow a blanket to sleep on last
night, & this morning informed him that he should ride part of the
time. We had proceeded about a mile & a half, when we noticed
that he was not in company. Mograin went back in quest of him,
and fearing we should lose Mograin too, I sent Gosa back with him.
By his track they discovered he had retraced our steps—but they
returned to us without him. I encouraged Mograin that we should
get along well enough, & so proceeded. 14 past ten reached a large
creek, which was muddy, and detained us an hour & a half in find-
ing a crossing. At 3 oclock crossed another large creek near its
Junction with Miry Desein and being very feeble and sick, en-
camped on the former, Passed thro. a fine Limestone country as
yesterday. In a few instances sand stones appear. The timber on

15. Marais des Cygnes.
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this river appears to be about a mile in width, & that along each
large creek half a mile— On smaller branches less—and consisting
chiefly of oak & hickory, with sometimes walnut & ash &e. The
prarie bottom lands are usually covered with a beautiful grass for
hay—but we seldom find a quagmire. We ascended a high natural
naked mound from which we saw the country on both sides up the
river stocked with timber sufficient for support of a tolerably dense
population.

The nature of the soil of the praries may be compared with those
on the Illinois river, and generally in the western parts of Tllinois
State. On the uplands, hills rise up to considerable hight, round—
oblong, &eo. &e. exhibiting a singular appearance, because each seems
to dwell alone, and because in general they are destitute of timber,
These hills are peaks of Stone, which appear on the sides—not in
large masses, and sometimes on their summits.

Deer are plenty. Yesterday our men had several shoots, as they
rose and run before us, but took nothing except a squirril killed for
me. Today Chandonois had killed a goose & a turkey before we
encamped.

Saturday  Left camp at 7. Hunters last evening & this morning un-
Sep. 6. successful. At 9, passed where some Sauks settled three
vears ago, but left again in compliance with the requisition of the
Osages. We saw at a distance three or four of their old deserted
huts. About 11 oclock T thought we were leaving the main river.
I therefore turned to the left & descended a steep stony hill to the
stream which was our guide. Mograin said it was the main Osage
river, I did not think so, but as three of our men were out hunting,
& fearing they would find difficulty in overtaking us, we went back
into the prarie again and waited till they arrived having twice fired
guns for them. When they eame up I told Mograin that I believed
the river lay more to the southwest, I therefore went ahead—went
directly across the stream he had called the main river, & proceeded
southwest until we reached the main river. We then turned back
into the praries again & proceeded till camping time. I made
several attempts to get to the river in which we were prevented by
stony bluffs. At a half past 5, we crossed and encamped on the
south bank. Four hunters afterwards came up all unsuccessful
except the taking of one turkey. My health somewhat improved
but I am still afflicted with bowel complaint, and am weak, tho. not
in much pain. Wood today has been more abundant than heretofore.
High lands coming in nearer the rivers and creeks the timber often
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stretching out on to the hills. The hills more abrupt on the sides,
from their tops spread out a beautiful rolling eountry. Slopes that
wash, steep side hills, and all water courses, disclose a bed of lime-
stone. The stone in appearance may be compared with the condi-
tion of limestone in the limestone lands of the middle counties of
Kentucky. The soil is almost universally rich—darker than the
timbered rich lands of Ky. and possesses the mellowness peculiar
to limestone lands. The river, and Creeks here, though still too
sluggish, are stony, and more clear than below. Springs we have
seen none, along the river & creeks are fertile bottoms of timbered
lands, covered with oak, ash, hackberry, walnut, hickory, honey
locust &ec. &e. But these bottoms in too many instances are sub-
ject to inundation.

Sunday Sep. 7 We remain in camp on the south bank of Miry
1528 Desein or the Osage river. Attend the usual religious
services. But regret that the state of our provisions requires hunt-
ing. Three men went out and by 9 oclock brought in two deer,
which is an acceptable & ample supply.

The river here passes about as much water only as would move a
common grist mill. In most of the large creeks the water has been

merely standing, and all the smaller branches are entirely dry. We
have not seen a single spring of water.

Monday T took Gosa early & rode into the prarie about three miles
Sep. 8. in order to view a tract of land three parts surrounded by
timber. We are encamped in a bottom of excellent woodland. Dur-
Ing our excursion the company had prepared to move. We heartily
breakfasted & at 15 past 9 sct off recrossed the river, and in a few
miles bore to the left to see if we were following the main river, or
a tributary. Mograin and Chandonois both inclined to think it was
the main river. Tt was indeed little less, but discharged not more
than a 4th so much running water. I steered directly across it & at
5 or 6 miles distance ascended a Naked hill, whence we could oh-
serve the course of the river. About one oclock in a woodland
crossed a branch that a man could step across, about half a mile
from its source in prarie in which was wholesome water with small
fish in it, indicating that it had not been dry this exceeding drought.
A mile & a half further erossed another similar rivulet with running
water. Towards camping time bore towards the river, found it
so exceedingly difficult descending a large creek, on account of grass,
vines, &e. that we halted at 5. & T took Wesauogana, & went on foot
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and found the river in less than half a mile. Here the discharge of
water is not quite sufficient at this time for a grist mill. It is a large
creek in the Spring season. Its waters have assumed a wholesome
appearance— Its bed, as also all those of the Creeks & rivulets, is
limestone.

Timber today has been rather more plenty than heretofore, and
we have passed over the same fertile, rolling, limestone kind of
country that we did on Saturday last. My health much improved.

Tuesday ~ We left camp at a quarter past 8. In the course of about
Sep. 8. two miles happened on a fine Spring of water running
out from limestone rocks. At noon crossed a large creek running
along side a steep hill of limestone. Here we stopped half an hour
and ate a bite. Timbered bottom half a mile wide, very rich, covered
heavily with black walnut, hickory, honey locust—[MS. illegible],
oak, some [MS. illegible] tree, mulberry, &e. Afterwards crossed
two small creeks each affording water but not running. At 4 reached
a large creek, spent an hour in finding a crossing, & at 5 encamped
on its west bank. The bottoms of all the creeks wide and rich. The
crecks this afternoon more muddy, less stone & less current than

vesterday. Timber about the same as yesterday, land the same
though with less stone to be seen. The country in which we en-
camped last night, I supposed to be well watered with Springs.

Wednesday Left camp a quarter after 8. In the course of four miles
Sep. 10. crossed two small branches with considerable water, but
no perceivable current. At one of them a sandstone rock appeared
in the side hill. At one o’clock dined at a rocky creek. Water is
now found in most of the rivulets so that it is not necessary to
mention each oceurrence. Timber was about the same as heretofore
until towards noon, when, being near the source of the river, the
quantity diminished. Untill at 5 we encamped at the last little
grove on the stream we were following up. We had taken this as
the main stream which we afterwards found was a mistake. Passed
the same kind of high, rolling, limestone, fertile country as hereto-
fore. By my map I had for three parts of the day supposed we were
near the road leading from St. Louis to Santa Fee. Unwilling that
our trail should be seen on that road, Chandonois and I kept ahead
of the company. Seen much sign of Elk, and in the evening Gosa
fired on one in a gang of eleven. After camping sent a man back
to watch till dusk if any one was following our trail. At 11 we had
crossed a large trail made a few days ago, but as it went north it gave
us no uneasiness. Did not unstop the bells till morning.
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Thursday T took Chandonois and early went forth to look for the
Sep. 11 Santa Fee road, which we found at the distance of about
three miles. We left camp at half past 9, In the course of about
three miles crossed the stream marked on the map as the river,
proceeded north west several miles and crossed the main stream,
and proceeded west up the river on the south side and encamped at
5. We have crossed many small streams today, generally with water
in them. High country as before, less stone, land rich, but timber
scarce. Only a small patch seen here & there, besides that on the
river, which is sufficient to admit of a farm to about every three
fourths of a mile along the river.

By my map, the measurement of the Santa Fe road, made our
encampment last night eighty one miles west of the state of Missouri.
We have travelled since we left Harmony mission seven days, we
suppose at an average of 24 miles per day making in our turnings
168 miles. Several deer fired on today as they ran, none killed.
Magaukwuk found bees in a tree near camp & climbed and cut with
a Tomahawk & took considerable honey. The praries are burning a
few miles above us, whence we infer that a hunting party is near.

We find it often difficult to get through the briers, brush, & vines
along the small streams. Sometimes we use the knife and sometimes
the Tomahawk in opening our way through. We keep much in
praries where, excepting the water courses, travelling is fine.

I have for myself, a lonesome time. No one is with me who feels
interested in the enterprize beyond his own immediate comfort, or
with whom I ean indulge as an associate. The Indians are exceed-
ingly careless and improvident. Willing to do anything T tell them,
but will not put themselves to the trouble of thinking. Like children,
some of them think the distance great and appear to be somewhat
home-sick. T almost daily show them on the map where we are, and
whither we are going. Were it not for this, some would be ready to
fancy themselves near the edge of the World. Upon the whole, how-
ever, they are generally cheerful. The two white men hired as pack-
men &e. are poor sticks & give me trouble. Scarce a day passes
that T have not to reprove one of them, and sometimes threaten to
discharge them there in the wilderness, T think however, that they
are rather improving in their ways. Chandonois performs his part
well, and is my main dependence

Friday  Qur venison being exhausted, I informed the men that we

Sep. 12 must lie here until they could take more. Four hunters

went out early & remained till after seven without even seeing any
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game. This is remarkable since it has been so plenty in the country
through which we have travelled, We suppose the cause is the prox-
imity of Hunters, which has made the game scarce. Hunting & rain
made it half past ten before we left camp. We proceeded Southwest
in order to find a branch of Neosho river. Travelled thro. prarie.
It rained on us considerably. At the distance of about 12 miles
reached the stream we sought, a large creek with deep water, but
at a ripple, at which we cross[ed] there was not enough running
water to turn a common grist mill. Timber today seen only in small
patches until we came to this stream. Here might be a farm on each
side of the river at the distance of half a mile. The country high,
and very rich, stone less. We encamped on the southwest bank, at
3 oclock, after our men had shot four raccoons on one oak tree
which they had ascended for the sake of the fruit, one of which was
lost in the river.

Sent out three hunters who returned at dark without game. Our
company, except myself supped bountifully on their raccoons.

We have now left the Osage river. The water in it and its tribu-
taries is too stagnant. Streams for mills are abundant, but mills
would be still in the dry season of the year. From our Saturday’s
encampment upward—a distance of 70 miles on a straight line, there
can be no want of spring & well water. below spring water ap-
peared scarce, Timber is in plenty to admit a tolerably dense popu-
lation for 75 miles west of Missouri State afterwards more scarce.
The country promises health, except on the immediate banks of the
larger streams, where it will be subject to Agues & fevers. The soil
is almost universally fertile, and the whole supplied abundantly with
limestone. It is the most sightly country I ever saw. I have seen
no coal, but have not had time to search. I examined two banks
which at a distance appeared to contain coal, but they were slate.

Saturday  Sent out two hunters who returned unsuccessful. Left
Sep. 13.  camp a[t] half past 8. proceeded southwest in order to
reach another large branch of Neosho. In the course of 4 miles we
crossed a pretty large creek in which Wesauogana shot a fish, as
they said, for my supper. This creek is pretty much wooded, two
other streams with timber are in sight, so that the country here will
allow a tolerable settlement. We had left the creek about a mile
when a large gang of Elk about 20 in number were discovered. A
halt was called, and a brief council held, the result of which was that
I & the two pack-men returned to the creek with six horses and all
the baggage, and the other seven men, thus lightened, went on
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horseback in quest of the Elk, & while we wait by the baggage I
make this note.

At dusk our hunters returned, having taken one elk, and having
enjoyed fine sport in chasing and shooting. No set of men could be
better pleased than were those. And I was not much less so, for we
were in want of meat, and I was very desirous that they should be
allowed thus to enjoy themselves. This circumstance will go
further in commending the country to them than a million of acres
of rich land.

Sunday We remain in camp. The men happy that they have
Sep. 14 meat and marrow bones to the full. Religious Services
morning and evening as usual on Sundays.

Monday  Rose at daylight & left camp at 7 oclock. The wolves
Sep. 15 stole some of our elk meat last night, but we still have as
much as we can take with us. We had proceeded a few miles when
we discovered an Elk, all the men joined in the effort to take him
except Mograin & I. Four of them fired at him, but he escaped un-
hurt, for which I was not sorry as we should have been unable to
save the meat. Saw a wolf, & again saw an Antelope, an animal
few of us had ever before seen. Shawaunukwuk tried to take him
but failed. At half past One reached a large branch of Neosho,
which might be compared with St. Marys at Fort Wayne, though
something larger. My map appears to be incorrect so that I am not
able to decide which branch of Neosho this is. I supposed it to be a
middle fork, but Mograin says it is the main Southern branch. We
ate a little, and turned to the N. West & encamped on a large creek
not many miles from the main river. We travelled W. S. W. until
we reached this stream. On Thursday we beleived we travelled 15
miles, on Friday 12 miles, Saturday 4, and this day 27 miles. Gosa
shot deer a little before we encamped. We crossed many small
creeks today. The country to our left sufficiently timbered to ad-
mit a good settlement, but to our right was chiefly prarie. We
passed over the same kind of high, limestone, rich country that I
have heretofore described, water found in almost all watercourses,
even those that are very small. The Bottom lands of this river ap-
pear to be full three miles wide. Deer abundant, elk sign plenty.

We had rain today which is disagreeable enough in these praries.
About the time we reached the river, we crossed a trail of foot men
going south, might suppose them to be 20 or 80 in number. Sign
not recent. Supposed by Mograin to be a war party gone against
his people, who mostly reside on this river below.
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Tuesday  Left camp quarter after 8. proceeded up the ereck on
Sep. 16 which we had s[l]ept, north, about 9 crossed & passed
between forks of nearly equal size, Saw three antelopes lying on
the side of the hill, stopped the company & three went to take them,
but failed. These animals appear remarkably nimble in running,
At 11 reached the Santa Fe road, and followed it eastward. Halted
at a creek between 12 and one. I wished to ascertain at what point
on the road we were and must therefore return until I find distances
to correspond with the map. But in following the trail I left the
surveyors marks, the latter being that only which would explain the
map; we left the trail & bore N. east, separating, in order to find the
mounds raised by the surveyors, but we did not succeed, then, bore
due east. Near 5 oclock, an elk was discovered a little beyond the
creek on which we intended to encamp. The men went in chase,
there was a large flock, some of them ran near us. They killed a
very large male Elk & one wounded a large Deer. The elk they pro-
nounced too lean & old for use, tho. in fact it was pretty good, but
we were not in great want, & brought only the horns to camp. This
elk chasing kept us till nearly dark before we encamped. Our
Indians are wonderfully. delighted with their evening’s sport.

Mograin is a good natured, simple old man, of no manner of use
to us than to add one to our number, & to be our interpreter should
we come in contact with Osages or Kanzas, unless we add his
capacity for lightening the loads of the packhorses which carry the
provision. He says he never before travelled through this country
which we are exploring. I am my own pilot solely. Yesterday we
recrossed the Indian trail which we crossed on monday, & which
Mograin pronounced the trail of a war party. Today I alighted
and examined the trail myself and found it to be made in part by
horses—am sure therefore it is not the track of a war party, but of
a hunting party, no doubt of Kanzas as it comes from that direction.

The country today not quite so well timbered as heretofore,
though sufficiently so to allow considerable population. In respect
to soil, limestone, and situation, it resembles what we have hereto-
fore described.

Wednesday  Four men went to search for the Deer wounded yester-
Sep. 17 day, but did not find him. It was near 10 before we
could leave camp. We proceeded east until we again reached the
Santa Fe road, which we kept until T supposed I had ascertained the
point at which we were, which was 122 miles, due west, from the
western boundary of State of Missouri. Here we steered north,

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221562 ~ Page 2245/23147
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory ot

Kansas historical quarterly

254 Tue Kansas HisToricAL QUARTERLY

from 12 till five o'clock, when we encamped as I beleived on the
waters of Ne[os]ho which we had deseended about two miles. Poor
old Mograin is fairly lost, and supposed we were here on the waters
of a large Creek we crossed the third day’s travel from Harmony.

This day’s journey lying across the land dividing Neosho & Osage
rivers from Kanzas, I had expected to find the country almost wholly
destitute of wood. In this I have been happily disappointed. Tim-
ber is more scarce than formerly but the country will admit a
tolerable settlement the whole way. The country rises to the divid-
ing lands. Then descends towards Kanzas. Still high, rich, and
abounding in limestone. One of our horses lame, so that one man
has to walk. Tuesday we travelled, we suppose 17—today 20.

We have now left Neosho waters, which country needs no other
description than to say it resembles that on the Osage, rather less
timber, & perhaps better watered. It may justly be pronounced an
excellent country so far as I saw it.

Thursday ~ Left camp before 8. In an hour’s ride fell in with a
Sep. 18 Kanza hunting, by whom learnt we were not far from a
village. We found much difficulty in crossing a large Creek & some
other branches. On the top of a high natural mount we discovered
an artificial mound of stone, apparantly constructed from the same
principles on which our earthen mounds are to the east.

Coming in sight of two houses about two miles from the principal
village, the inhabitants became alarmed, some of the women &
children hid in the brush, and one man came running to a wood to-
wards us for the purpose of securing his horses. He did not reach
his horse until we were within fifty yards of him. I sent Mograin
to speak to him who soon allayed his fears. We halted to take some
refreshment half a mile from the houses, & sent the man, with some
tobaceo to inform the main village that we were coming to smoke
with them. A woman presently came from the two houses with a
kettle of boiled corn. After an hour we proceeded and after much
delay to wait Mograin’s tedious, & tiresome talkativeness to every
one of the many Indians that met us, we encamped a mile & a half
from town & went upon foot to talk, leaving the baggage in charge
of the two hired men. At camp and every where else, men, women,
children & dogs swarmed about us. We were shown into a large
bark hut, which was immediately crowded as thick as it could be,
with exception of a little room at each fire, such a scene of crowd-
ing, of men women & children, talking, scolding, crying of children,
a few good mothers singing to quiet them, dogs fighting & the con-
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quered begging aloud for quarters, I never before witnessed. Boiled
corn in two large wooden bowls, supplied with a few Buffaloe horn
spoons & ladles, were placed before us.

Sixteen Pawnees had been there, who on hearing of our approach
had left except three. I enquired for them, & as they were in a
hurry to be gone, I gave them some tobacco, and a little friendly
talk, to which they replied in similar friendship, and they departed.
The Pawnees & Osages are hostile to each other. The Kanzaus are
identified in language & friendship with the Osages. They are in-
deed a band of the same tribe, they are afraid of the Pawnees, but
appear to dread them less than do their brethren. I suppose these
Pawnees thought I had some Osages in company, & on this account
left as they did, leaving three of their numbers to learn the eireum-
stances of our visit &e.

We smoked with the Kanzaus, & gave them some tobaceo, & a lit-
tle friendly talk. We were obliged to extend our voices in order to
be heard amidst the continued noise & confusion.

I then went to view the river. 1 should judge it to be over a
quarter of a mile wide at this place, deep, the water of a milky ap-
pearance, & running slowly between sand banks. It much re-
sembles Missouri, tho. so much less, & is less rapid, & muddy. It
passes between pretty high hills, & the country, as might be ex-
pected, is more broken & hilly near the river. The land fertile, no
limestone seen, but plenty of freestone, Timber too scarce but suf-
ficient to allow a very considerable population.

It was dark when I reached camp, the principal Chief & his wife
both aged people, and many others came to camp. I had the chief to
eat supper with me, gave his wife also, and a little to some others,
gave the chief two or three pounds of flour at his request. And on
preparing for rest, they all left us. One old fellow on our arrival
had offered his service to assist in the work, &e. We accepted his
offer merely for his gratification, & rewarded him with food &
tobacco.

The Kanzas appear to be more wretched than even the Osages.
Men generally naked with exception of the small cloth & sometimes
a blanket thrown over their shoulders. The women with a ragged
piece of cloth about the middle, and some of them with a narrow
piece of cloth passing awry over one shoulder & under the other arm,
to conceal the breasts, which is commonly held over them with one
hand. But many of the women were wholly uncovered above the
waist & below the knee. Boys entirely naked, girls, with a piece of
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cloth about the middly. They were much pleased with our visit, &
very friendly.

I am instructed to pass thro. the country north of this river, but,
it is remarkable that, I cannot hear of one single canoe, or other
eraft for crossing anywhere on the river. These people, if ever they
eross, swim or cross on rafts, With my lazy company I do not think
we should be able to construct rafts, & get ourselves, &e. across in
less than four days. I cannot lose this time. Indeed the time al-
lowed me is so far gone that I must bend my course towards St.
Louis. This is the upper Indian town on the river, & consists of
about 15 houses. It is 125 miles due west of Missouri State.

Friday Left camp before 8, took a road down the river, a few miles
Sep. 19 from it, towards other villages. In the course of 10 miles
passed between two small villages, travelling a little north of east.
At one oclock, stopped to dine, sent some tobacco to the principal
Kanzau village, now in sight, say 7 miles off, by two Indians who
have accompanied us from above. While we left the road & bore
south east, in order to see the country on some large creek, which
lay before us, and, to endeavor to procure some meat. It was dusk
when we reached a suitable camping place.

We had travelled five or six miles after we parted with the mes-
senger sent with tobacco to the village, when an Indian came riding
to us at full speed, from the village, which now must have been seven
or eight miles distant, He was entirely naked from head to heels
except the breech cloth. Had no other business he said than to get
a little tobacco. This we gave him and went on. An old chief he
said had started with him, but finding the chase too long had become
discourage[d], & went back.

Timber of the Kanza river is sufficient to allow a dense settlement
for four or five miles on each side. It appears well watered. Small
creeks, & rivulets are numerous, and wooded, and watered.

Saturday ~ The rain which commenced in the night continueing the
Sep. 20 men were not called up early. It was so wet that they
seemed disinelined to hunt. Chandonois killed a turkey near camp,
& at 10 we proceeded on our way, eastwardly crossed a large creek
near camp. On this creek we find both limestone & free stone. The
wind blew all day so severely that travelling in the prarie was almost
impracticable. About the middle of the afternoon a violent wind
and rain overtook us. We were favored in being at that moment
in a wood, & being able to secure most of the baggage from wet.
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Six of the men were hunting three came to us half an hour after
the storm. The other three were a little lost, but reached us after-
wards with a fine deer. We are much favored by providence, in
being allowed to stop at a place favourable for resting on tomorrow,
being well supplied with grass for horses, and we are now well sup-
plied with meat.

The country continues the same in appearance. Except that the
lands, though excellent, I think are not quite so rich as on Neosho.
Wood scattered in streaks & groves all over the country. We are
now about 70 miles due west of State of Missouri, & 15 south of
Kanza river Yesterday I suppose we travelled 30 miles, and today,
20.

Since we left Neosho, Mograin has said he supposed, from the
circumstance of our seeing antelopes, &e. that we were near to the
Buffaloe. He says he was afraid to tell us so at the time lest we
should be inclined to go further west, which he was afraid to do,
lest we should fall in with enemies. He had all along given it as
his opinion that it was a long distance to Buffalos. The night we
lay farthest west some ravens were croaking about us till pretty late
in the evening. The old man said that from that circumstance he
judged that enemies were near.

Sunday  Remained in camp, religious Service morning & evening as

Sep. 21 ysual on Sabbaths.

Monday  Left camp at 8 Steered eastwardly, but at length found
Sep- 22 the hills so steep & rocky, and the brush & vines so thick,
that we bore to the south west in order to head some branches. We
were in sight of Kanza river, tho. perhaps ten or 12 miles distant.
About 12 oclock we fell into the Santa Fe road unexpectedly for,
by the map the road at this place was 35 miles from the river, and
we had been turned off from the river by the broken land which
bordered there on. The road appears not to correspond with the
map. We followed it till after 4, a south east, or rather S. 8. east
course when we turned to the North east, found an encamping place
& halted. While in the road we were on the dividing ridge between
Kanza & Osage rivers. The country descended with gentle slopes
toward Osage, but broke of|[f] in abrupt hills towards Kanza. The
hills are generally two or three times as high as the trees in the low
grounds, very steep & rocky the vales covered with timber, stretching
frequently to the tops of the hills. From the hilltops the land passes
off beautifully rolling—level enough for cultivation. Between the

17—3875
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hills on which we were & Kanza there appeared a large tract chiefly
prarie, 150, or 200 feet lower than the hills. Along the hills facing
Kanza is more wood than is common at the sources of the streams.
We are encamped in a tract of woodland along side of which I think
we have travelled ten miles. This woodland lies across the sources
of many small rivulets. Wood today has been much more plenty
than we have heretofore seen it. The country high, healthy, & rich
with abundance of limestone. This excellent tract of Kanza land
lies adjoining the better parts of Osage, which we were on ahout the
7th 8th & 9th September. Much sign of Elk & Deer, Hunters
brought in three turkeys in the evening

Tuesday  Left camp at 8 and by the compass travelled all day
Sep. 23 North east, stopped at 12 rested 34 of an hour and en-
camped at 5. In the forenoon we had freestone, and land somewhat
sandy, In the afternoon limestone. Crossed many small creeks,
& lesser streams in all which was water. Country high & rich re-
sembling the better part of Osage. Timber about as plenty as seen
on the more plentiful days.

Wednesday  Left camp at quarter past eight. Rested 34 an hour
Sep. 24 at noon. Followed a trail made in the summer until
about 11 oclock when we fell into an old Indian road which we kept
until 3 oclock we reached the first Shawanoe village. The men
mostly were absent, hunting, &c. We gave them some tobacco &
proceeded to another settlement of Shawanoes on the line of Mis-
souri. Sorry that Shane the Interpreter was absent. His wife, who
is a member of the Church at Carey, was absent in the neighborhood.
We pitched our tents a little way off.

After a few miles in the morning, wood has been plenty though it
might be said that we were in the wood of the river, extending 8 or
10 miles therefrom, tho. not in a solid body. The country high &
rich with Limestone in abundance

Travelled on monday 27 miles—Tuesday 25—Wednesday 28.

I have now returned to the border of the Indian Territory. Tt is
proper therefore to take a retrogpect of our tour therein.

I have been favoured, in general with good health—have been
favoured with pleasant weather, have been comfortably supplied
with food, and not allowed to meet any material accident or loss.
Our horses look nearly as well as when we left St. Louis.

The country we have explored, I am ready [to] pronounce ex-
cellent. Tt is admitted that timber is too scarce, but by a judicious
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