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The Publishers’ Anxilivey

MOST T ¥ READ PUBLICATION IN THIS COUNTRY

WESTERN NEWSPAPER UNION
210 S. DESPLAINES ST.
CHICAGO 6

ELMO SCOTT WATSOM
EDITOR

Mareh 26,194l

Dr. Robert Taft,
ﬁap&rtment of Chemistry,
University of Kansas,
“awrence,Kan.

Dear Yr.Taft:

last Fridey I sent you by prepaid express the package of Pine Ridge photogrephs
( also the copy of the manuscript notes and the report of hearings on HB2535§ which you
so kindly lent me. I would have returned the pictures soomer but I encountered difficulty
in getting copies made of some of them which I wished particularly to have -= the
university photography department wesn't sble to do the work and I had to get it dome by
& commercisl photographer. Agein my thanks for your lending me this collection ==k got &
great deel of valusble informetion from them which, combined with what I lesrned at the
Nebraska Historical Society, gives what I think is a fairly acourste picture of xha “who
took what pictures™ at Pine Ridge.

I found that the Historical Society has, in addition to a large number of original
prints and photographic copies of prints by the various photographers, a set of L0-edd
gless negatives which once belonged to one of the Tragers ( of Treger and Kuhn). However,
the interesting thing is this: although they belondto this Trager, the negatives were not
made by Trager and Kuhn but by Morledge. Inspection of the negatives showe his initials
"C.G.M." written én the margin and in some cases a notation as to the date the negetive
was mmde.

Morledge's numbers for all of these negatives dse 1,000 or more ( 1060, 1246, 1383,
11,23 ete.) usually placed in the lower righthand corner. Elsewhere on the negative iz a
lower number ( 83, 181, 204 etc) which corresponds to the number on the envelope in which
they were filed by Trager.

You will notice that this double numbering occurs on some of the photographs in your
collection, notably the one labeled "G - Indiens awaiting their turn at commissary issue®
No.1113 and No. 35; the one labelled 63" - Chief Standing Elk, 1st. Lieut. of Uhief Little
Wound end Black Horse" , No. 63 and No. 1103 ( with ax line drawn through it); the one
lsbelled "38" ~Chief Ameriesn Horse, No. 38 and No. 1038; etec.

From this evidence I think it s safe to attribute any Pine Ridge picture which has
& number more then 1,000 on the fate of it to Morledge regardless of the printing on the
back, Judging from the number of these which I have seen Morledge must have been sbout
the most prolific photographer there and when Trager and’Kuhn formed their Nortiwest
Photo Co. to sell pictures they either bought his negatives or in some way acquired the
right to sell them.

There's & lot more to this but I won't bore you with details now. I'm checking wi th
Mrs. Ernest Trager of Mazomanie, Wis. ( the widow of one of the Trager and Kuhn partners)
and as soon as I get several points clarified I expect to write down a statement about
the various photographsrs at Pine Ridge and their work. I'll send you a copy of it if you
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The Publishers” Anxiliary

MOST THOROUGHLY READ NEWSPAPER PUBLICATION IN THS COUNTRY
WESTERN NEWSPAPER UNION

210 S. DESPLAINES ST.
CHICAGO 6

ELMO SCOTT WATSOMN
EDITOR

cars to have it,

I'm writing to the Omaha Public Librery, as you,suggest, to see if I cam get any
more information about Morledge then I have now -- it s pretty sketchy aml obviously

inadequate for any statement about a photographer who"was evidently as important as he
wasg.,

The Buresu of Ethnology people didn't give me the informstion I wented about the
Ghost “ance photographs and Mary Irwin Wright so I'm writing them again, I'1l let you
know the result.

I was much interested to know that you are doing a biography of “emington., Did I
send you any of the material I hawe about him at the time I sent you those clippings, etec.
on other Western painters? If not, I'll be glad to send along whatever I have -- newspaper
olippings, megazine articles, etc. -- on the chance that they might give you some leads.

I believe one of the items I sent you was a booklet containing reproductions of
paintings of Indians by H.H.Cross. Yesterday, I visited the Chicago Historical Society
and noticed that it has a large painting of Sitting Bull by Cross. The card undemeath
says "Painted from life at Omeha, Neb. 1898". In so far as Sitting Bull was killed
in 1890, one wonders!

Sincerely,

Elmo “eott Watson
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MRS. JOSEPH CARSON
636 WINSFORD ROAD
BRYN MAWR, PA.
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REFERENCE DEPARTMENT
Prints and Photographs Division March 11, 1947

Dear Professor Taft:

I have been intending to write to you for some years to
thank you for writing Photography and the American scene, a practi-
cally unigue and fascinating book which I greatly admire. On the
theory that you collect additionzl information concerning photographs
mentioned, but lost from view at the time that book was written, but at
the same time with the suspicion that you know about the photographs I
am about to mention, I venture this information which has just come 1o
my attention.

On page 268, you discuss the work of J. D.
expedition (1859-£0) to the Yellowstone and liissouri rivers, with the
remark that "some of these may at some time or other show up." Has it
come to your attention that the Hutton photographs, o@ what 1is left
of them have shown up in the hands of the Midland Rare Book Co., P.O.
Box 354 (or 30 Bowman St.), Mansfield, Ohio?

Along with the manuscripts and artist's drawings of the expe-
dition, the Hutton photographs are deseribed in: Hidland Notes, no 32
(published by the Midland Mare Book Co.): Raynolds expedition of the
Yellowstone... items 22-30. One of the photographs (no. 26) is repro-
duced. There are but five photographs from nature:

22. Photo believed to be of Fort Pierre.

23, Portrait of an Indian (unidentified)

24. Bad Lands scenery (unidentified)

25, Great Fells (doubtless the one referred to in the
published report)

26. Group of 4 Indians.

In addition there are a number of duplicate prints of the above and 71
early photographic copies (including some duplicates) of watercolors
and drawings made on the expedition, some of which are no longer in
this lot as originals. In my estimate, apart from the historic facts
and detes involved, the preints are of slight consequence because of
their technical failings &nd can hardly be called more than attempts
to photograph.
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Please forgive me if I am taking your time to tell you what
you have known for a long time. Some time, I hope we shall meet, as
I am sure we have matters of mutual interest to discuss.

Fa it’-;‘%} 11y, N

] 3 ﬁlnm&mlt Hf‘

Leting Chief

Professor Robert Taft
Chemistry Department
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas
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HELMUT GERNSHEIM F.RPS.

19 ST. EDMUNDS COURT @ REGENTS PARK @ LONDON NW38 @ PRIMROSE 566%

Dear Professc

5t three years I have been engaged on
al for my }f“ﬂv on the early history of
fl“ku—]rqﬁ; Among the many books I
recent months is your execellent
American Scene"

=% |

hough American photography interests me more from

o
tne aesthetic than from the historicsa 1 ot araigws (T
: . : _ i ] )in riew, T
could not help coming asecross in my research a few items
[

which did not find mentioned in your book and which I
think might be of interest to vou.

1. J.W. Draper was, I believe, the first to photograph
the solar spectrum, amd I have 3Ppn this daguerreotvpe
recently in a private collection. It is in excellent con-
dition and at the side of the photograph of the spectrum
1s a strip of paper with a short deseription in Draper's
handwriting, his signature, and the date July 27th 184
'his photograph is of some importance for it led Sir .John
Herschel to write his memoir "On the action of the ravs of
the solar spectrum on the Daguerreotype plate!,. v ich he
read to the anel Society and which was published in the
Fbilaﬁo“iir?] Magazine, 1843, together with one plate, a
line drawing. This rare historical item was férmerly in
the possession of the famous chemist Sir William ﬁ?@m%és,

from whom the present owner obtained i -
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daguerreotypes of the
Langenheim in 1845, daguerre-
in September 1846 by J.E.
some sensation in Tondon that
: Tede):. John Rdwin Mavall
: connected with Marcus Root \an Ameyﬁoﬁnr;ﬁ
in the firm "Highschool and of Philadelphia
Towards the end of 1846 he to Iondon and opened the
Daguerre otype Insti in + Q4 i xv-‘—. V:H ',i Y
yLIrana , FOTrklng For some

tlme under the name of s0r Hieghe

=z e s 2 & 7 r y Ty
) Eage Hoil. The "New York Daguerrean

founded in 1851, which appears to be the rliest forma-
tion of a photographic association in ica, is no Aoubt
L‘-'"'!I']'."J'nl_t(_} you., It may interest vou to know i
very l1nteresting rules and regulations etec. published
1n the Year Book of Photogravhvy and Photograrhioe News s
Almanack for : age 106-108. e 5

on of the carte vi=ite

de
. ay, usually ascribed to the Duke
= : i g - R P T > = =

X85 1, b L nave come across the following

interesting te in'The Practical Mechanics . ournal’

page /6, which strongly implies that the idea
members of yvoung America step
; ks L

nting.

- T ol | ) Y ] 7 1
examples of applied sun-pai

. . ’\ o - - |
aAoes Nort aescend

name on

lantic
le 1u the person and
visitor Trom :
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Dear Dr. Yaft:- If you would like to keep

this, you maye If not, I would appreciate

having it returnede The opi inal is

State Library at Sacramenbo?,ﬁy famii; -
knew Muybridge, well, and regarded him as

& modest, retiring gentleman and genius, not
at all as Ramsays depicts him. He would neve

have been tolerated

2 had he been lecturing
with

tooting astuteness and large pre-

fundity " etc etc. If possibde, get the—-San
Francisco Chronicle, Oct 17th, Centennial

numbere. It shows a plcture of S.Fe. in 1877
and presented to Mrg Stanfar d. The originel

1s sixteen feet long ! A masterpiece of
skill and geniuse. o
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|
f

My dear Doctor Taft:-

0dd Fellows Hone,
Saratoga, California .

P

December 6th 1948.

It was pleasing, indeed, to read the tribute paid
you by the authors of " Fighting Indians of the West." I may have
told you that I have the titles of nineteen of the photographs taken
by Mr. Muybridge, and also their description, durling the Modoc War.

Joseph

The review of the book(byﬁﬁenry J;ckson,)bhat I
am inclosing, you will find to be generous in his appreciation of
the skill it demended to #btain such plctures ab such a time.

As I have only one copy, I must ask you to return
the elipping, you probably have a number of reviews, but I am sending
ey Hpadiny I am also sending by registered mail, a few of Che
photographs I have that I know will be of interest to yous I must ask
that £hese, too, be returned ag theysare of much value to me. I am

sending them purely because I bellieve you want to be fair, not only
to Muybridge, but to the reading public at large, interested in the
higtory of the motion plcture.

Out of respect tothe professional writers who have
much ¢f my material in view of writing it up, I must ask that none
of this be used for publication, but for your own personal knowledge,
and I would much appreciate your opinion. It seems Lo me that only
one who uderstands photography, both as & sclence and an art, could
grasp the meanging of bthe genius called for to obtain suchresults.

Personally, I know nothing of vhotograpliy beyond
appreciating the beauty it expresses. I grew up under the influence
of the exgufsite photographs teken by Mr. Muybridge in Central America
in 1875-76. This album is now in the State Library in Sacramento.

The pengremic view of San Francisco taken from the
San Francisco Chronicle, Oct. 17th 1948, Centennial number, ghowe only
three sections of the picture.: The original is sixteen feet long, and
there are no dividing lines, each picture fitting exquisitely int? its
neighbor. I think I have told you that this plcture was presented to
Mre. Stanford, by Muybridge, in 1878. It is now in the room devoted
to rare books, at Stanford Universitys

//;j{dﬂm/yé A&;%rtﬁﬁjijfé 77/‘ w5

2 A
— L 7\4 7
The tribute paid to you was in fhg forewosd of that vyery fine and
valuable book, " Fighting Indjyaps of the West "

IIL/.,

% e F7

i
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1o,
Docto R%bert Taft, for his personal collection, not Lo be used
for publication at presents or wlthout consent.

From.." Knowledge " London, April 14th 1882

P ——

few years ago the news of the successful photographing of

a galloping horse was received with incredulity. That a horse
rushing along at the rate of ! and 2/3 of a minute, more than
17 yards in a second, moving its 1limbs forward in part of each
stride with nearl¥y twice that veloclty should be s&lzed by
photographic art 4s to show every limb well and clearly delineated,

would have seemed wonderful, indeed, to the early professors of
that art. Proctor was assured by one of the able st English photo-
graphers that it was absolutely outside the bounds of possibility.

Still more amazing is it to find ten or twelve distinct pictures
taken during a single stri de, the comparison ¢ which enable the
most rapld equine movements to be analyzed as though the horse
could be made to go through all the motions of the swiftest gallop
al a funeral paceesessss

I R I I A B R )

On Monday last, in the theatre of the Royal Institute, a select
and representative audience assembled to witness & series of & most
interesting demonstration of animel locomotion, given by Eadweard
J« Muybridge who exhibited a larze number of photographs illustrating
consecutive phases of motion of the horse walking, ambling, gallop-
ing and leaping over hurdleSes.

By the 2id of an astonishing apparatus called the Zoopraxiscope,
which the lecturer described as an improvement on bthe old Zoebrop,
the animels suddenly beczme mobile and beautiful and walked, cantered
and ambled, galloped and leaped over hurdles in the field of visi%on
in a perfectly natural and life-like manner. After horses, dogs, oxen
and wild bulle and deer were shown under analogous conditions of
varied movements, and finally man appeared and walked, ran, leaped
and turned back somersaulte to admiration.

On the following Thursday Mr. Muybridge repeated his demonstration
at the Royal Academy of Arts.. ( March 13th 1882. )

R R R I R N R I

The transparant photos used during these le:ctures were some of the
results of an investigation commenced by Mr. Muybridge at Sacramento,
California, in May 1872 and continued,with numerous periods of inter-
ruptions, at Palo Alto, California until 1879

LR BRI SR O ORI B

The Zoopraxiscope was devised by the author on the principles in-
itiated in the early part of the 19th century, by the Belgian phy-
slicliet, Plateau, for the purpose of demonstrating‘the per;istency of
vision, and 1s briefly described in an essay by the late rof.

Richard A. Proctor.

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221204 ~ Page 1159/1261
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY

Robert Taft photography correspondence

To, Doctor Robert Taft.. for his personal collection. not to be used
for publication at present, or without consent.
Excerpt from the Daily Telegraph, August 12th 1929

WHO INVENTED THE CIMENA ?

Demonstrations of the eighties.. Some famous relics.
av A Slera e terh
MAGIC LANTERN RUN MAD.

esev.e0 A8 early as 1882 Eadweard Muyhridge, a native of
Kingston, demonstrated the wonders of his zoopraxiscope in the
Hall of the Royal Institution, before an audience that included
many members of the Royal family, Sir Frederick Leighton, Professor
Huxley and Alfred Tennyson.

In a graphic account of the memorable occaslon George

Augustus Sala, that prince of chronliclers, wrote:=

" By the ald of an astonieshing apparatus called the Zoo-
praxiscope,; which the lecturer described as an 1mnrovemept on Ehe
zoetrope, but which may be more briefly defined ae a ma&{fwlanogige
run mad, with method in its madness, animals SUQde?lyt?;“EQ?uﬁil ’

- . i T and zalloped in a perfec bure

and walked, cantered, ambled and gallor e ¢
and 1ifelike menner. I am afresid that lad Mr. Muyhridge exhibilted
his zoopraxiscope three hundred years ago, he would have been burn
ed ag a wizard.-

e s s asnstga bt Bea st

)Z,z,,,_ga:,;_,{/ ) 2
: ] Z: era »olumns from the
The above is only & n excerpt ef—ef geveral colum m Gl
London, Daily TeleprabB. : e L
On AUP£1 1930, in the London Gazette, 18 an arululclbylEzg 2
5 : o = Trcls 3 o
Webs‘er ,who, ae a young man traveled thru LagLﬂndi cz:ehwﬁile e
i WSl y % 1.4 - - a T vt
ith 1 A i srating his zoopraxis I
Seétland with Mr. Muybridge, operating e ot
Muybridge lectured beforethe audlences MlNre. neﬁs e GE’OH T
gee the‘conplnte evolution of the aevelopment of the ﬂod+4'n6FU §
| B i 1 v
and wrote to me, saying, that the account of_mr. Siliptu;al, 2%
overdraw, bthat the Muybridge pictures in motion wer 2,
v ] : e =
beautiful and lifellke.

& _ = l light of
I have sbtill other accounﬁ‘in which Muybridge showed the f11g

birdse.
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THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

WASHINGTON 25, D. C

Rererence DEPARTMENT

Prints anp Prorograrus Division August 11, 1949

Dear Professor Taft:

I am afraid that I acted hastily on some misinforma-
tion in gending you the portrait of Stanley. It is by Henry
Xirke Brown, the well-lmown sculptor, and not by his nephew,
Henry Kirke Bush-Brown, an infant in 1858, It was this nephew
who gave us the collection. I hope my correction reaches you
before publication.

On page 175 of Fhotography and the American Scene,
you say that no set of the Lengenheim 1855-56 stereographs

has ever turned up, I found a set of contact prints called
"Part I1" and dated 1856 among the things received from the
Smithsonian Institution, Maybe the rest will turn up in the
same sorting operation. Is this a2 real find, or have others
appeared and been called to your attention?

The selective check list, for the distribution of
which you contributed some names, is on the presses now and
you will get one of the first copies, May I have your
suggestions as to further recipients, particularly private
researchers or academic people who use picture materisls in
courses. The list is free.

F&it-h%ully,
A
4
Paul Vanderbilt
Acting OChief

Professor Robert Taft
Department of Chemistry
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas
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\

genheim, Frederick, photographer,
S“greographs9 separately mounted on both sides of
sheets 8" x 10% in paper covers with maniscript

Philadelphi 1856 2nd serles h&ly,
views over Philadelphia, Wall st., N.Yo, Genesee
valley, Flmire, N.Y,, Mt, Carbon, Pa., Minehill
RR etc., etc,
Possibly part of the only known set of the first
stereos on paper producad in America, Cf. Taft,
- ad,_amer on g 1938, p, 175,
24 ﬂtereos. Pecaived with transfer of the
Smithsonian 1 ibrary.
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1849 « MINNESOTA TERRITORIAL CENTENNIAL + 71949

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ST. PAUL 1, MINNESOTA

September 7, 1949

Mr. Robert Taf%
Professor of Chemistry
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Mr. Taft:

You will probably be interested to know that a recent act of the Minnesota
State Legislature created a Pictorial Department here at the Minnesota Historical
Society., This department will have charge of pictures, paintings and maps,

As you know, this is our Centennial year here in Minnesota and is also
the one-hundredth birthday party of the Minnesota Historical Society party
celebration. In conjunction with the celebration I would like to have a display
of'the development of photography in America, With this display I would like
to exhibit to the public some of the books dealing with photography of the past.
If it is possible, I would like to get an 8 by 10 glossy, autographed picture
of yourself to display with your wonderful book, Photography And The American Scene.

I would like to extend my many thanks to you personally for your work
in making historie photography sc much easier for the newcomer. Photography
owes a great debt %o men like yourself who have so diligently plowed the waye
If it wasn't for your work, new men to the field such as myself, would be
ten years or more gathering background information, and then we would hardly
have scratched the surface. Frankly, I am flabergasted and amazed at your
wonderful book, Photography And The American Scene . It is the best history
that I have ever read on any one subject. I have gome through your book, sentence
by sentence, paragraph by paragraph, wing it as a text book. Your documentation
has been of particular value and is as interesting as the book itself. I can
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Mr. Robert Taft 2w September 7, 1949

well appreciate the years of research and hard labor that went into the
making of the book, If, et any time in the near future, you should happen
to be in the Twin City area, I would be very happy to meet you. If, for any
reason, you are in need of help from this department, you can be assured
that it will receive my personal attention. Thank you,.

Sincerely yours,

We Do Bowell
Pictoriel Curator

WDBs 1b
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NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
CHICAGO CAMPUS
Laxe Suore Drive axp CHicaco AVENUE

CHICAGO

MEDILL SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

WiesoLor Harr

L October 1949

Dr. Robert Taft,
University of Kansas,

Lawrence,Kan,

Dear Ur, Taft:

I am working on a paper to be given at a forthcoming meeting of
WESTERNERS ~-- title: "Shadow “atchers of the fled “an", In it I would like to be able
to state, if it's possible, who was the photographer who took the first picture of
an Indian. The earliest reference in "Photography and the American Scene" is to

Fitzgibbon who, you say, opened a studio in St, Louis in 1847 and took
erreotypes of "visiting celebrities, Indian chiefs, river scenes etc". In your
researches, haveyou come across any daguerreotypes of Indians taken, .say, in New

York or Washington that probably antedated Fitzgibbon's in St. Louis?

I assume from your mention of the Fitzgibbon pictures now in the collections
of the Missouri Historical Society at St.Louis that you saw these pictures. Do you
recall if there were any of Indians among them, or is your statement about his
taking pictures of Indian chiefs based upon information about him cited in the Notes
in your book? To whom should I write at the Missour: Historical Society to get a
photographic copy of one of his Indian pictures -- if they have any?

Possibly this matter of establishing who was the first to photograph an Indian
(if it can be done with any degree of certainty) isn't so important. But I've had
considerable pleasure in doing that in the case of Sitting Bull ( see enclosed,which
you may keep if you wish) and I'm trying to do it in the case of some other Indian
notables. Any help you can give me will be deeply appreciated.

I don't believe I've thanked you for the copy of the reprint of your
article on Zogbaum and Graham, also of your review of the book on Catlin, which

I enjoyed especially. These, and the reprints you have sent me previously, are
prized additions to my collection of Americana.

Cordially yours,

Elmo Scott "atson
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THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE
OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA 3 - PENNSYLVANIA

FOUNDED FEBRUARY 35, 1824

OFFICE OF THE LIBRARIAM

October 6, 1949

Prof. Robert Taft
1713 Louisiana Street
Lawrence, Kansas

My dear Prof. Taft:

May I ceall your attention to & confusing misstatement in your
book "Photography and the American Scene", page 457. You make the following
statement:

A series of letters and notices of W.R.Johnson in the Philadelphia
papers should also be mentioned in this connection. Johnson wrote
under dete of Oct. 19, 1839 (United States Gazette, Oct. <2, 1839, p.2)

that he had just brought with him from abroad a complete set of
epparetus for making daguerrotypes.

When this statement was first called to my attention I questioned it,
as Johnson of whom I have made a considersble study had never been in Europe
at that time. I finally have had an opportunity of checking the newspaper and
find that the article in cuestion is sctually signed W. Poyntell Johnston, M.D.
However the rest of your { references to W.R. Johnson are correct. There epparently
were two men of very similar name interested in the szme subject.

I have also run across & further note on the subject, w?ucilrhjx settling
nothing, does add another claiment to the honor of the first portreit. This is
to be found in

Scharf, J. Thomas and Thompson Westcott.
History of Philadelphia, 1609-1884. Phils., 1884. vol. 3, p. 23<6.

The earliest portrait from life tasken in Philadelphia is believed
to heve been of Dr. Kennedy, principal of the Polytechnic Institute,
made by Professor Walter R. Johnson.in 1839. Robert Cornelius was the
first to enter into the business of taking portraits, ena the first
picture made &nd sold in this city was that of John McAllister, the
optician.

0f course following the same reasoning which you employ on Corneliust
claims, any cleim to Johnson's having tseken a portrait this:eaply may also be
ruled out. It does raise an interesting speculation as to just how much work
Johnson may have done that first year.

Simgerely yours,
&2o~gp2 & _
George E. Pettengil
Aggistant Librerian

1949—~O0OUR 125th YEAR
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KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
CHICAGO CAMPUS
Lake SHore Drive aANp Cuicaco AvENUE
CHICAGO

MEDILL SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM
WiesoLor Hare

Dr. Robert Taft,
University of Kansas,

~awrence,an.,

Uear Yr. Taft:
Many thanks for your prompt reply to my inguiry about
photographer of Indians, As y r, the best way to settle the que
"first" would be an examination of St.Louis,Washington and
in the 1840s but that s "out" for me for the next few mo

1ave to finish up a centennial history of Illinois “esleyan
that has to come out before next June and there are many other jot

e bs
here and in Bloomington,I1l. before I take off in June for the new
rtment of journalism at the University of Denver.

ives me information enough about the
of Indians to incorporate in my paper and since I r

iever, your letter
re
>

photographe:

authority on frontier phbtography I d like to quote from vour lette
i s i ] 3
paper.
- o A 4T - z Lidee e 1 BBy .
‘hanks,too, for giving me Mr. Kavenswaay s name —- I'll write

I can get a copy of a Fitzgibbpon daguerreotype of an Inddan as a
of the earlisst even if it can't be proved to be the "first",

With kindest regards,

12 October 1949
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Photographic ngineering

JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY OF PHOTOGRAPHIC ENGINEERS

SOCIETY

BOX S0P WD -CITY L ON=Sr .

"The advancement of the application of
Science fo Photogrophy and Photography to Science”

21 Butler Place
Brooklyn 17, New York
October 8, 1952

Mr. Robert Taft
'}mpaﬂtment of Chemistry

iversity of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Sirs:

%]

Dear

I have read your book "Photography and The American Scene"
many times with great interest and have been much impressed with it,
particularly that part concerning the first photographic manual
published in America.

Several months ago while conducting a literature rese
in the Library of The U. S. Patent Office, Washington, D, C., C
across Chilton's manual and forthwith had a photostat made of it.
So far, I have been unable to find any reference to this particular
manual in the literature and believing that it may be of interest
from an historical standpoint, I have prepared a 4101‘1‘ paper for
possible publication,

ime

rch

E—f i:u

I am taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of this paper
d a photostat of the manual for your information and retention.
In return, I would appreciate any comments you may care to make.

Thanking you for a reply, I am
Cordially yours,
L
5“ 4 S
Encls FRANK SMITH

Associate Editor
"Photographic Engineering"
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