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This correspondence documents the research Robert Taft undertook in writing his works on the history of
American photography. It includes |etters he wrote and responses. Correspondents include staff in historical and
other collecting institutions, family members of early photographers and expedition members, publishers, and
other people researching early U. S. photographers. It aso documents some preservation work he did on early
photographs. See Taft's photography research notes as Kansas Memory unit 228066.
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EASTMAN KODAK STORES, I~c.
PHOTOGRAPHIC S(.‘PPLIES
38 BROMFIELD STREET
BosTtoN, MAss.
BRANCH STORE
HOTEL STATLER March 27, 1943

Professor Robert Taft,
University of Kansas, Chemistry Dept.,
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Professor Taft:

Several years ago I purchased a copy of your
book, "Photography And The American Scene" and naturally
was much interested in the story of Southworth & Hawes,
o0ld Boston photographers.

‘Thought you would be interested in some of the
enclosed statements pertaining to the old Hawes Studio.
Found some of this material in Holman's Print Shop, Inc.,
on Park street, Boston.

The old photographer, Hawes, died in 1901 and
his son, Dr. Hawes died comparatively recently well over
90 years of age.

In talking with Mdr. Holman, he states that
Southworth was the originator of the studio and induced
Mr. Hawes to take up photography.

In looking through the old material in the
print shop, I noticed the first daguerreotype made by
Mr. Hawes in 1841 and a print from it. It was a scene
in or around Fairlee, Vermont where, I think, Mr. Hawes
came from originally. Fairlee is & small town directly
north of Dartmouth College on the Vermont side of the
Connecticut River.

The invoice dated July 31, 1866 shows the old
building at 159 Washington street. The numbers on
Washington street were afterwards changed and what was
once 159 was later 319. It was in this building, and for
the Benjamin French Company that I started to work as
errand boy in September, 1900. As you will note, 1/2 1lb.
Glacial Acetic Acid is billed at $1.13. Our present price
is 44 cents per 1lb. or 5-1b. bottle: l.60.
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Professor Robert Taft - 2 March 27, 1943

If you care to copy any of this material, you are
at liberty to do so, but will you kindly return it to me as
I am collecting a series of invoices and statements from
this house which was founded in 1842 by Benjamin French.

On our office wall I have an invoice dated 1847,
which I found in an old studio in Calais, Maine, across the
river from St. Stephens, New Brunswick.

Mr. Holman told me the New York Museum had pur-
chased all the worthwhile material from the Hawes family
although it had been offered to the Boston Museum who turned
it down, and after they found New York was interested they,
too, woke up, but too late.

Holman also has a huge old Voightlander lens owned

by Mr. Hawes. It must be at least 40-inch focus. I am trying
to obtain this for the Museum at Rochester, New York.

Sincerely,
Jx gﬂ,ﬁﬁﬁybuﬂ%ﬁwﬂzfﬂ
|

WGHomeyer: ELR
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THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART
NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF PRINTS
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NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS

THE MEDILL SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM

Pehnaery 2
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