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This correspondence documents the research Robert Taft undertook in writing his works on the history of
American photography. It includes |etters he wrote and responses. Correspondents include staff in historical and
other collecting institutions, family members of early photographers and expedition members, publishers, and
other people researching early U. S. photographers. It aso documents some preservation work he did on early
photographs. See Taft's photography research notes as Kansas Memory unit 228066.

Creator: Taft, Robert, 1894-1955

Date: 1926-1955

Callnumber: Robert Taft Coll. #172, Box 11-12, Photography-Correspondence
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 221204
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NEW YORK, N. Y.

FHOTOGRAFPHY
DIVISION

June 19, 1941,

Robert Taft,
University of Kenses,
Dept, of Chemistry,
lavrence, Kansad,

Dear lir, Taft:

This vill acknowledge receipt of your letter
of June 14th regarding the articles on Intensification

and Reduetion.

I note that there will be an extra charge
of §15,00 for each article to cover the illustrations.
I will add this emount to each of the two contracts,
This will make the final emount for each contract $65,00,

I understand that the articles will be ready

sometime around the middle of Aupust, This will be

With best wishes,

Cordially yours,

Wand © J"fl/lof%

Enol,2C Willard D, Morgan
VDA

o

e

The two combtracts mentioned above are being enclosed

herewith which we ask you to kindly sign and return
as soon as possible,
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AGFA ANSCO

PHOTOGRAPHIC MATERIALS SINCE 1842

A DIVIBION OF GENERAL ANILINE & FILM CORPORATIODN

@ BINGHAMTON, NEW YORR

July 3, 1941

Robert Taft
Department

of Kansas

ansas

Dear Professor Taft

f book
on for our cent
thouzht nerhaps

The account was pr rm of a par read before tht
photographic section an Institute J. B. Gardener
and can be found hotographic Bulletin for

] c :

Lhe was during the Zi- atter part of Augus =35} Pro-
fessor did not take i Sel :1, ‘“, ]
snd accounts of Draper and ate tm:..;r did noT
ake a “7"'“"" rait until some

take : "‘”, much depends
on the definition of a portrait if the image of a recognizable
human f‘m,e is the importan act then evidently there is a good ba-
sis to the c¢laim made by ]

If vou were not already aware onal

will find it interestin: to he

can be of further L,._‘._T_"iltr’j.

DDN:w
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August 15, 1941

¥r, Willard D. liorgan
National Educational Alliance
27 W. 47th Street

New York City

dear ¥r. Morgan:

am enclosing the artiele on “intet&ificationﬁ
with illustrations., The article on "Reduction'
hs gritten and the

prepared,

5 hann 1
188 Deen

beir

1llustrations are
Will you please see that

8T

vment for my orilginal three articles (sen%
last March) and the one on "Intensificatilon
(§120.00 ®otal) is forwarded promptly.

Sincerely yours,

Robert Taft
RT:1C

—
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Detober 3, 1041,

Prof, Robert Taft,
Chemistry Department,
University of Kansas,
Iawrence, Kansas,

Dear Prof, Taft:

This will aclmowledge receipt of your article, Reduction
and Reducers, Thanks very much for getting this in ahead of
schedule,

By this time you have undoubtedly received the first issue
of THE COMPIETE PHOTOGRAFHER, Vhen you get time I wish that you
would send along any comments or sugrestions which may occur to you,
The first issue is in the mails now, It will take a few issues before
you can really see how the various subjects have been balanced,

I hope to get our Accounting Department in action with
a few checks now that the publication is started,

With all good wishes, I remain
Cordially yours,
Wy, 'O A
] I * (

wd:n/mt willard D, Morg
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Hotel Tmperial,Broadwey and 32 Street,New York City.
January 27,1942,

; --ww'i Manager,
man & Wakefield Inc.
30 L.aat 42 S¢reet,;City.

I have rare photos of "01d New York ineluding the slies of your officaa,etc. From
my celevrated private collection of 10,500 photes, c.mmrin.[_, the 1860s’,708,808,;908 and earl{r
1900s, my personal hobby since 1900. I have never been "in the photo business’ but I
have been s:—_riolmr* 111 for years past,and have now become very hard-pressed financial-
1y So having given more than 1400 to ms._unL, libraries and ;__,ove*.‘ﬂunant institutions, I
want to sell sonmfh) defray vital expeneces/,and will then send the rast to st-orage.
Any of these photos at $5 each, I will only eal utright as 1 cannot “submit” ptlot.OB for
_."“'10-"- "'*‘M". Pas 3 T geverel MONGhs, and Ghen HAVE

HEY

3 vy
eithar loat them,or have ret.unmu them bent and broken,

of horsel 8, horse.carg, tel h-poles, gas-lamps, the Battery, Bowling
Street , Begadway h Avenue,14 Htﬂ mad. 0ld hotels, theatres, land -
st Stock E bhe Agquarjum o Garden;First Madison Square Garden,
f'iﬁ_-:, Grand Central Btation;firet Grant s | 11d1inf Brooklyn n Bridge,etc.

‘Tbc;i--ﬁndu of old photos of age AI stars, authors, musicians, painters, stetesmen .,
athletes(inelud 1118t I bough i 30, The labter, howev r,were all given
to me by members of respective families: it 1000, showing Astor,Yanderbilt, %, Belmont,
Gerry: Goelet, 7 uL-:l Remsen Foogy Jay ,fane Kean Fish Laalin Wetmore, ‘u'n.lm‘-rdin

ete "as they we Ty mrin;r for ‘I ) e J.:'ct.oly show ad old photos J.n the faaf
fonable' American soloni in London, ‘ar* s and Monte Oarlo ,and was always given hundreds
mo re. summar , for 50 'ae.ve.l Bt show pld photos at Newpprt ,at the various

estates;and was again gi‘;.m .c]-j;
13 presented rare photos to the following, ea £ w“.m:; wrote most graciously
in m;lrﬂl’-‘sqsie‘enu toog':velt, Secrefary ¢ ’ y of the Navy Knox,
r.Becretary of State Welles, Gene Yarehall (Chief : _,,_..«' o0 Also Winsten
arehill , to whom I presented rare 1‘10 tos of his m u' ery which she gave me in Londen,
entertained me there.She was Jenny

Recently

e membe £ the N,Y.Historical So | o 1927, and six times they hawe
:‘i.i.o‘.m from my t of 45 are lecently I increassed to 325
1y glf't to t“-- yseum of the Vity N.Y..and & u : to the Folger Shakespeare
Library ill Ns,a:.ir ztonsI rocently added to my Generals of it to the U,S.Military
st Foint,and to my Adl 8 of the [ to the Uayal Wer College at New-

go very 111,I can only receive visitore he v appointment,at a time
nvenient and + dislik 1 kters over the zj‘"l ne from
would consider buy : 1 K ) $9 each pleaae WFL to
o 1 ] me, for your m.ﬁpex.‘r.. 5T
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THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART
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letter of March 24th. You must have
d;gu-rrewté_ es made In thls country.
one that I 1 dUe Seen was taken in
sproduced on : mny book

Scene that yours

Photnor }
._ﬁﬁ..n.;,__.J.u.... 1Y

is indeed a

name cn
[14me lL..yCd
-‘ocrninf a

FanlP

LboCll e

‘-"‘“'Od e can

preserved. As

importance to

New _.’a-,nmu, in a New York
museum 1s Indie I would recom=-
mend that it use Art
in

Central

incerely yours,
RT/edo Robert Taft.
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