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August 31, 1938

llies Crace Van Wormer

Director, The Library
University of Iowa

Iowa City, Iowa

ear llss Van Wormer:

I have recently escquired a series
of photographs of early IowasCity views.
Amongs them is a phbtograph of the "academical"

faculty of the Univeraity of Iowa. They are

listed as follows: George Thacher, N.R. Leonard,
Cohs Pomert, AN, Curfier, S.N, Fellows, L.F.
rarker, P.H, Phllbrick, S, Cglvin, A.D. Schenck, |
Can you by looking through your file of univer-
sity catalogs give me the year in which these
nine mem appear as the academical faculty?
Judging from the style of photograph and the

\

dress T would expeet it to be between 1865 and ;1

1870,
I would mach appreciate your courtesy
in this matter. h
Sincerely yours,
RT/o Robert Taft,

Professor of Chemistry

: |
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
Iowa City, Iowa
The University Libraries

September 1, 1938

Professor Robert Taft
Department of Chemistry
The University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear frofessor:

In reply to your letter of August 31st, addressed to
Miss Van Wormer, the nine men in your pleture are listed as
members of the faculty of the University in the Catalogues
for the academic years 1874-18785 and 1875-1876.,

Thelr positlons were as followai George Thacher, Pres=-
1dent; Nathan R, Leonard, A.l,, Prof, of Mathematics and Astronomy
and Dean of the Acedemlical Faculty; Charles A, Eggert, A.ll.,
Prof. of Modern Langusges and Literature; Amos N, Currier,
Ao.M,, Prof, of the Latin Language and Literature, and Univer=
sity Librarian; Stephen N, Fellows, D,D., Prof, of Didactics,
and Instructor in Pelitieal and Moral Science; Leonard F,
Parker, A.M., Prof, of the Greek Language and Literature,
and Instructor in History; Samel Celvin, A,K,, Professor
of Natural Science, and Curator of the University Cabinet;
Alexander D, Schenck, (First Lieut, 24 U, S. Artillery.)
Professor of Military Sclence and Tactics,

Sincerely yours,

T.3,Bland, Supt.
Serlals and Exchange.
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Sept. 12, 1938

Mir. Wme E. Shea,
1624 H Street, N, W.,
s .

Washington,; D, C,
Dear lr, Sheas

I have the following information concerning William
Bell in my notes:

Willlam Bell was bhorn in Liverpool, Englend in 1830
and dled in Philadelphia, Jan, 28, 1910, He cane to this
country when very young. ©Served in the Mexlcen and Civil
dars in the infantry. From 1848 to 1862 engaged in photographic
work in Philadelphies At the cloase of the Civil Yar became
chief photographer of the Army Medical Museum and photographed
many battle fields and officers of the War after peace was
declared, The negatives sre sald to be s8till on file with the
Army Yedical Corps, In 1869 he reestablished himself as
portrait photographer in Philadelphia, In 1872 accompanied
Lieut, Wheeler's Survey to Arizona and Utah, 1878 photographer
for Penn, R. R, 1882 expedition to Patasonia, 1885 became
a-soclated with George Barrie and Son, publishers, of Philas-
delphie, and traveled for them over U, S, for 1llustrations
used in Romen Catholie Hierarchy books, 1892 went to Furope
and photographed man? works of art for Earries, who published
book during Columbia's World's Falr containlng them,

References on which sketch 1s based may be found Geo,
M, Vheeler, United States Geographlc Surveys West of the 100th
Meridian, 1889, vol. 1, pe. 666; Philadelphia Photographer,
vol. 10, pp. 10, and 116 (1873); obituaries in Philadelphia
papers for Jan, 29, 1910,

In return for this Information, I would appreciate
receiving a 1list of prints or negatives available In the Dell
collection which were made on the Wheeler Survey of 1872 and
coples of several representative prints, espeecimslly any of
towns of the southwest and of Indian villsges,

Sincerely yours,

Robert Taft
Professor
RT:NSR
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RESEARCH HOUSE

1624 H Street N. W, September 14 1938 Tel. National 8046
Washington, D. C.

Professor Robert Taft,
The University of Ksnsas,
Lawrence, Kansas.

Dear Professor Taft:

1 have studied your letter of the twelfth of September together
with an abstract I made a week ago from the files of the Washington directory in the
Library of Congress, and I have about concluded that the William Bell whose life you
sketeh is not the William Bell whom we believe to have been the founder of the Bell
dynasty of Washington.

The story came to us at second hand that the Bell founder was
2 William Bell, presumably the William Hamilton Bell listed in the 1862 directorys
(He disappeared from the directory following publication of the 1868 edition.) The
business he started, according to this story, was carried on by his son, Cherles
M. Bell, who is still well remembered by oldsters of Washington. Just last night
I visited an old lady who showed me half a dozen prints of herself and her fsmily
which hed the imprint of C. i, Bell, taken in the 1880'se

Among the plates I have examined are gquite a number--about 150,

I should judge--of Indisns, but they seem all to have been mede in the studio at
Washington. I do not recall any which might have been taken in Arizone and Utah,

by the Wheeler Survey. If you would like to have some prints of these I should be
gled to send them to yous Up to the present we have not had time to catalogue these.

Through & friend who talked with the people at the Smithsonisn
I have learned that photographs of Gemeral Sheridan are quite rare. That report
must have been garbled in tramsit, I think, because already we have uncovered sbout
eight of the General and thers may be more. We have come across one unlabsled
plate showing an officer of the Army laid out in his coffin, which we think might
be Sheridan. The negative was taken by flashlight and is not good. e made & num-
ber of prints of it, but none turnmed out well so last night we hed en Eastman expert
work on ite He did much better than we were able to do and his prints bring out
the face clearly enough so that we believe we can now make positive identification.

We are grateful to you for your kindness and hope that you will
call on us if there is anything we can do for youe

Very sincerely,

e o 5 ol
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. AT TV SERINEE :
THE BELL FAMILYy FHOTOGRAY HURE

Listings in the \Washington Directories

OT Ve
h 307 ay
el Cu Lol &

av nwe (This is the Zirst time

Ball, arlaeg He, photographer, 463 Pa nw snd 701l 1o st

died followl hs publieation of the 1893 directory

o directory of that yeer he ls listed as livi at the
Diresctory, althou age ad appears in the e of
ene Lhe 1894 Directory gives

190083 ; }
Boll, Bs Me, photographlc studl 1321 e ke Boll's name does not appesy in
the hame i g

1909;

Ball, CUs e, 1321 & (This is the lest appearance 0f L6 name. )
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Sept. 28, 1938

Mr, Louls Walton Sipley, Editor
Pennsylvanla Arts and >cilences
338 South Fifteenth Street
Philadelphie, Pa.

Dear My, Sipley:

Thaenk you for your kind letter of September 19th and for
the compliment on my booke I was sorry to hear of lr., Langen=-
heim's death but glad to learn that his photographic material
had passed into hands that know and appreciate 1ts worth,

I am sorry that no direct mention of Eriggs or of Ren
was made, I dild refer to Erigss indirectly, however, by citing
your article of 1935 (see p. 409 of my book). After recelving
your letter of June 22, 1936 and your article, I contemplated
adding a chapter to my book on "The Illustrated Lecture." Such
a chapter 1s greatly needed and 1s one of the defects of my
book. liy manuscript was already long and practicelly finished
when your material was received, For these rcasons, 1 decided
not to follow up my firat thought, especlally as + had, at that
time, no publisher. With its conslderable length and many
11lustrations, I felt some doubt on my abllity to secure a
publisher in any case. As 1t was, the manuscript was turned
down by one publisher on these grounds, and Lacmillan accepted
1t only after a very careful consideration. (They have had the
manusceript about a year and a half),

As you can see then, I am glad to learn that you are at
work on a manuscript, which I infer, deals with the development
of the illustrated lecture in this country. I find among my
notes several items that may be of interest and help to you,
especially with regard to the origin of these efforts, Iou
are famlliasr, of course, from my book, with Wolcott's early
attempts to use photographs in the maglc lantern (p. 114 of my
book)., From my preliminary studlies, 1 would give the Langen=
heims credit for the successful Iintroduction of photographie
mazic lantern slidea, They had by early 1851 gchleved an
international reputation for thelr slides, .:hﬁi date, as you
c¢an see, clearly antedotes the photographie work of DPriggs,
which you state in your article was begun in 1853 or after,
Evidence on this po'nt you will find in an artiecle by Robert
Hunt in the April, 18561, issue of the London Art Journal. Hunt
deseribes at some length the Langenhelm magic lantern slides,
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Mr. Louis Walton Sipley -2= Sept. 28, 1938

comments on the uniqueness of the method then detalls a
number of slides prepared by the Langenhe guoting from »
prior publication of the Langenheims, As transatlantic com=
munication in those days was slow, funt's article in my judg=-
ment, 1s very clear evidence that the Langenheims were using
photographic magic lantern slides by 1850 end possibly earlier,
I have found several references which strongly suggest that
Frederick Langenheim had described and used maglec lantern

slides before 1850 and I had in mind, if I studied the matter

in more detail, to examine the flles of the Public Ledser rather
carefully for 1848 and 1849 as a reference in the Scientific
AreRlcan for May 5, 1849 states that Langenheim described hils
work at some length in the Ledger. Also quite Interesting in
this connection is Langenheim's own account of 1874 which you
will find in Anthony's Photographic Bulletin, vol. 5, p. 194
(1874). I am glad to pass this information along in the event
that you are not already “amiliar with it and that 1t will be

of some value,

I am hoping that my book will at least get credit for
opening up a new field in Americen hilstory. 4#As you can see,
I have stressed rather frequently the social and historical
importance of the photograph, To my mind, the familly album
or the stereoscope, for instance, played just as important
part-and a far more intimate one~~in American family life, as
11d many of the economic and political factors of the times
and for this reason they are just as entitled to a historian
as are the more famillar branches of history. I mustn't bore
you further, however, with my own notlions, Many thanks again
for your ineterst and your help,

L

Sincerely yours,

Robert Taft

—
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
LAWRENCE

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

October 4, 1938

Iiry John A. Tennant, Editor
Fhot o--lnlauure

Avenue

City, New York

Dear Mr. Tennant:

Are you the author of "herial
i'r‘otot ocraphy" which appeared in Photo=-
Miniature, vol. 5, p. 145, 1903-4% I
n!I’ltlI’l"‘ a review on the history of
erican aerial photography for the
Dictionary of American History and as
the above B.—EJ cle is the most important
one up to its time, I wanted to cite
it and give due credit to the author,

am

Thank you for the information

Sincerely yours

b 7 ag 7~

RT/0 Robert Taft
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IN REPLY ADDRESS THE DIRECTOR
U. 5, COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY

AND HOT THE SIGNER OF THIS LETTER DEPARTMENT oF COMMERCE

AND REFER TO No. an-TrE U. 5. COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY

o= LoD

WASHINGTON

October 8,

Robert
Profess
The

My dear Sir:

In reply to your letter of October 4, 1938,
ing the alr photographic Surveys of the Coast and
Survey, you are informed that the first such survey oy
this Eurcnu was made in 1919 and covered Atlantiec City
New Jersey, and vieinity. This work was continued in
to include thﬁ 00u3i line from Sandy Hook to Ca
New Jersey. 1921 and 1922 an air photographic survey
was made of uhe Mississippi Delta "c“ion and i i
' 515 square miles, the topographic maps g com-

scales of 1:20,000 and l._:,JUO.

1 surveys of the Bureau have been
continued nprovements in CWUiPWCnt and
methods, The most recent development in equipment 1s the
nine lor*’* amera des by the Coast and Ga,o__c,ic survey
This a we mpleted about two years ago and has beer
in use by this Bureau that time. A detailed desecrip=-
i ar ' ':‘1ed in the July - August -
| ssue of oto:s IS mmetric __,"'].r"LW"—“'C'I"lIl“",
r’r‘v by r*}@ American -JOC_L(‘L'" of Photogram=-
2 in Franklin Stat or We ’1”{u0
sue o Pho
on .
I . . States and
other countries and contains a map show the areas photo-
raphed in the United

Up to the present time this Bureau has completed ai
photographic surveys of approx sely 22,000 square miles
of the coastal areas of the ¢ i xd States.
This includes about 700 'f;O‘!')C_E"I‘r’..\T}ﬂlC maps on scales of
1:5,000, 1:10,000 or 1:20,000,

This office
large scale ai
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NS rantor
L11IS2CuUUL @
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Vedo obert Taft
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S a & - - n . | a 2 v s
¢ 1d be called & "war" or t
gues tion. Although Gl
¢ 1, he dld succec
. e
s | 7 ) an 181 e
wtic " f 1 1 e
A
14 r : P 3 1y » av
: nd ..
¥ 1 «
w B 3
r % tfulness

i |
L+

incerely you

g
g
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

WASHINGTON

Prof. Robert Taft,
Department of Chemistry,
The University of Kensas,
Lawrence, Kansas.

My dear Frofessor Taft:

In reply to your letter of October 5 regquesting information
on seriesl photographic surveys by the Geological Survey:

In 1916 Mr, James W. Bagley, one of the topographic engineers
of the uerE"'S staff, developed the first multiple-lens serial camera
used in the un1ted States and the first photogrephs with his camera
were teken at Langley field in coope“"tlor with the Air Service, during
the winter of 1917- l&l& The results of these tests served as a basis
for a progrem to air map several strips of couniry between aviation
fields.

In the spring of 1920 the West Indies Survey Division of the
Geological Survey insugurated a systematic aerial photographic survey
of parts of Santo Domingo and Haiti with a tri-lens camera in cooperation
with the Marine Corps. In the same year the Survey made its Tirst
suecessful attempt with photographs to map a standard quadrangle in
conjunction with ground surveys by utilizing single-lens aerial photo-
graphs for preparation of field sheets, on which contours were added
from surveys in the field. This work covered the Schooleraft, Michigen,
: tle. In 1921 the Reelfoot Lake, Tennessee-Missouri-Kentucky,
le was surveyed and part of the culture and drainage was taken
ial photographs.

There is no record of any extensive topographic mapping in
United States on which aerial photogrephs were used prior to the mapping
of the Schooleraft guadrangle by the Survey. Experiments were carried on
during the years 1916, 1917, and 19186 by the Army, the Navy, the Geological
Survey, and the Coast and Geodetic Survey to determine as clearly as
nossible how successfully aerial photographs could be used in topographic
mapping and in charting coasts and what promise lay in future development.

Approximetely 220,000 sguare miles have been photographed from

the air for the Geological Survey in the United States end approximately
27,000 square miles in Alaska.

Director.
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MRrRs. HoOrRACE WELLS SELLERS
1832 SPRUCE STREET
PHILADELFPHIA, PA.

/ SRR 5 g
/% Hewr. Lite, pRFE,
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MRs. HORACE WELLS SELLERs
1

ek
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‘scember ?;,, 1938

venue
Imw York

42nd and Pif
iew York Cl

Dear Mr, Rioe:
I would like to secure transerints
or photogtats, whichever is the cheaper, of
the following material which I bellieve your
newspaper department can furnish me:

l. An announcement of the exhibit at

- A n + -

the Apollo Gallery of paintings by

AlTred J. Miller in the New York
] quirer for May 7

2« Mentlon the same naintin
above 1n the lew York Comme
Advertiser for May 14, 1839.
3« Advertisements of the same exhibit
which are sald to have appeared in
papers for May 15-23,
1e copy, of course).
4, e a copy of the Oregonian

Advocate for December,
358 s0, 1 would like to secure
a transceript of a letter written by
Cornelis Rorers and dated . v 3
1838, -

¥y 3,
the above

Lech appeared in
Thank you for any aid that you ocan
rive me in these requests.

3lncerely yours,

RT/ecdo Robert Taft.
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Na 7 b | -
December 7, 1938

Mr. 8. Martin
207 1 sadero Street

n sco, California
s r. Martin
[hank y your very kir comment on
- T E | - P - + £ v o b
- L 1OL L L L v2'es 6
e »f value.

nt n \raaa "“_(‘,

to have been in Cali-
Ve Jyou every run across

would gserve to corrobor-

you a4l 7 writing,
Sincerely yours
\T/edo Robert Taft.
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KANSAS 3TATE COLLEGE
OF AGRICULTURE AND APPLIED SCIENCE

OFFICE OF THE COLLEGE HISTORIAN
MANHATTAN, KANSAS

‘9
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The New Yoark Public Library

Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foumdations

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
Firre Avenve £ 425D STREET New York, December 13, 1938

lr,
of Chemlistry

Unlversity of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

In reply to your letter of December 5:

1. There is no New York Journal and Enguirer.
m 1

There is a Morning Courler and New York Enquirer, which

'

we agsume 1s what you mean. There 1s a notilce of the
exhibitlion under the title "Apollo Gallery" on May 7,
1839, p.2, c.2. Ve can furnish a negative photostat of
this article for 30 cents.

2. The New York Commercial Advertiser mentions
this exhibit on May 14, 1839, p. 2, ¢. 1. The cosat of a
negative photosgtat of this article would be 30 cents.

3. A copy of an advertisement for thils exhibit
is to be found in the New York Commerclal Advertiser for
May 15, 1839, p.3, c.3. A negetive photosgstat of thils

advertisement would also be 30 cents.

4. The Cornelius Rogers letter appears in the
Cregonian and Indiang Advocate, December, 1838, p.75-78.
We have a photostat of this magazine but we are not per-

itted to make reproducticons from it. We sugg that you
> photostats from the Henry E. ndntl‘cfo“
San Marino, California.

i
An additlonal charge of 20 cents 1g &

cover the malling of the above three photostats sh

wigsh to order them.

Very truly yours,

/PJ M‘,-‘Z/’(% ___E-f. < p

Psul North Rice
Chief of the Reference Depertmen

Eead
QO
ca l

i

o

y

>
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