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January 10, 1936

camers, chemicals, instruetion book, unused copper plates, sample daguerreotypes,

etc., including some very remarkable early daguerrectype portraits of the Indians,
some interesting street scenes, copies of statutory, etc. While I was negotiating
for the purchase of this collection, an agent of Henry Ford came along and snapped
it up. I suppose it is now in the photographic studic in Ford's old time village

at Dearborn. It was a remarkable complete and interesting equipment.

Have you in your collection a copy of the photograph of S. F. B.
Morse with the first daguerreotype camera? This original photograph was issued
as an illustration for the Philadelphia Photographer in the seventies or eighties
and a few separate copies were sent out by the editor of the magazine to his friends
including my fathers It is a very interesting photograph and might well be used as
an illustration for ypbur history.

Sincerely yours
S WA TewEgn  Q
w Librarian >

RWGV:W oA Greresn VY,

]
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“ston Daily Journal, October 26, 1860
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January 10, 1936

Yr., Harold Seton,
201 E, #0th :"t oy
New York, N. Y,

Dear lir. Seton:

I am preparing a history of “merican photo-
graphy for publication and am seeking 1llustrative
material., <the New York Public Library has suggest-
ed that possibly you could help me,

I wish to secure portraits of Napoleon Sarony
and J. ll. ligra and representative examples of théadr
photographic work prior to 1885, Sarony, according
to a contemporary critic, "introdueced into photo-
graphy the employment of Hogarth's famous line of
beauty and made photography picturesque.”

inted backgrounds, "sea and sky, plains and
tropie luxurlance and polar wastes; every
style of scenery from Egypt to Siber!ﬂ? being re-
presented., s

Have you smong your collection of photographs
several of jhoth Mora's and Sarony's which would
illustrate these points, as well as the portraits
of the men themselves?

If you do no have, could you give me any
suggestions as to where such illustrations might be
secured?

Any aid that you can give me will be highly
appreciatede.

Sineerely yours,

Robert Taft

RT:NS
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The Netw York Public Library

Astor, Tenox and Tilden Fommdations

REFERENCE DEFPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
F1rrT AVENUE {F 42ND STREET New York, January 13, 1936

Professor Robert Taft
Department of Chemistry
The University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Professor Taft:
In reply to your letter of January 7:

According to the directories, lMatthew B.
Brady lived at 27 N. lioore Street in 1848-49; 20
Chambers Street in 1849-50; 29 Broaaway in 1851-52,
He is not listed in 1850-51. All these addresses
appear to be boarding houses., During the above
period his business address was 205 Broadway.

We do not have the Brooklyn Bridge photo-
graphs by George Rockwood, nor have we been able to
find any reproductions.

I shall be interested to look up your arti-
cles in American Photography. We are all glad if
this Library helped you in their preparation.

Very truly yours,
K Wthniz s o

K. D. Metcalf’
KT Chief of the Reference Department
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January 135, 1936

The Librarian,

Phi%edelphia, Pa.
Dear Sips

on you glve me any information coneerning
fuybridge, "Deseriptive
of Animal Loco-

the publication of E. J.

Zoopraxograply, or the Science

motiont?"

Imybridge worked at the

Pennsylvanla for several

set:

I wlll be very grA#Sful for sny information

coneerning this matter, '

Yours

Robert !

R s %

:

niversity of Pennsylwania,

niversity of
vears beginning in 188
and 1 theught possibly the sbove work was pub-
l1ished by your inst®tution,
know 1s the date of publication, publisher,
pages and volumes, and type of
rations, l.e. lithographs, halftone,
iotype, etc. Does your

I desire to

library possess g

sincerely,
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Jmuary 14, 1936

lir, John &, Tennant,
70 rifth _['a‘?e..
New York, N, ¥,

Dear iy, Tennant:

I was much interested in your kind letter
of Januery 9, 1 take it that I have permission to copy
the King and Black halftone from Photo-liniature No, 52
in case I do not find an original, Of course, if I do so,
I will certainly credit the source,

Thank you, too, for the addresses given
in your letter. I will write as you suggest. With regard
to the DBrady erticle and its documentation, I am happy to
tell you that it has been very carefully done in my manu-
script. The manuscript now runs around 125,000 words,
twenty chapters, and an appendix of some 500 notes which
include well over two thousand citations to the original
literature. I have about 150 illustrations for it already,
many never previously published, and ™ hope to get about
fifty more,

Can you glve me any suggestions as to where
I could obtaln photographle portraits of J. M. Mora and
Sarony? I have treated the work of Sarony, liora, and
Furtz as one chapter of my book as it seemed to me they
were i1llustrative of the fashionable photographers of the
70's. and 80's, I have a very good portrait of Kurtz but
none of the other two, although there are half-tones of
Sarony available., I have written a number of private
collectors, but so far without success,

Did you ever publish in Photo-Miniature
obituaries of George Rockwood and of Edward Bilerstadt?
Our file s not complete but I have cone through everything
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we have and have not found them., If you have published
them, will you give me the references? I am also short
bilographical sketches of C., C, Harrison and of Dewitt
Brinkerhoff. I rather think that obituaries were pub=-
lished in Anthony's Bulletin for both, but for some reason
or other, my notes are not clear on this point. If you
happen to run across them, will you keep me in mind?

You must make no apology for your work
with Photo-iiniature. It is the most valuable source of
information on photographic mstters published after 1900,

I have had oecasion to refer our photographie laboratory to

it many times. The historical side is a fileld in itself,
as you well know,

I would appreciate it if you kept me
in mind if you chance across any items or photographs that
might be of value in my work, expect it will be several
months before - can get it off to the publishers.

Sincerely yours,

Robert Taft

RT:NS
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

LAWRENCE

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

January 14, 1936

Mr, Frank V. Chambers, Editor,
The Camera,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear lir. Chambers:

Mr, Tennant of Fhoto-Hinlature has sug-
gested that you might be able to tell me something
about W, N, Jennings, a commercial photographer of
Phliladelphia. He supplied Tennant with a print which
I would much like to secure for use in my history
of Kmerican photography. #s it was some years ago,
Tennant does not know whether Jennings is still
alive or not® Can you help me out? If he 1s not
living, do you know his successors?

Any help that you can give me will be
very nmuch appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
Fuliad™ 7Tofd
Hobert Tart
RT: NS

Dear Dr. Taft:

I called Mr. Jennings' Studio this morning and I
find that he has retired from active business (aged 77),
and he has all his own negatives at his home,.

A letter addressed to Mr, William N, Jennings,
Moylan, Rose Valley, Pa. will reach him,

Singerely yours
jwm

Frank V. Chambers
Publisher

FVC:EM
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Yosemite National Park
Office of the Superintendent California

January 15, 1936

Dr. Robert Taft
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr. Taft:

In emswer to your request we are sending you three copies of large
18 x 22 photographs taken by C., E. Watkins, a pioneer Yosemite photo-
grapher. A few notes have been made on the back of each photograph for
use as titles in your forthcoming book. Credit should be given to the
Yosemi te Museum, Yosemite National Park.

We would like to call your attention to a biography on C. E, Watkins
written by Charles B. Turrill and printed in the January 1918 issue of
"News Notes on California Libraries" edited by the California State
Library. In this biography there are a great many interesting incidents
relative to the difficulties presented in turning out these large land-
scape photographse.

The picture of the Grizzly Giant in our collection is exceedingly
important and rare as it is undoubtedly Watkin's first Yosemite picture
and also the first picture ever to be made of a Big Tree [Sequoia
gigantea)s. To quote from the above biography "In 1858 or 1859, he
visited the Mariposa Grove. He was the first man who photographed the
*Grizzly Gilant'. A print from that negative showing Galen Clark standing
by the side of the 'Grizzly Giant' is our first photographic reproduction
of the sequoia gigantea. These trees had been drawn previous to that
time and had been illustrated in Hutehings California Magazine and on old
letter sheets, but Watkins is entitled to the credit of having been the
first man to photograph any of thems In 1881 Watkins first visited the
Yosemite Valley and made the first 18 x 22 landscape photographs in
California, if not in the world".

We shall be glad to furnish any additional information needed.

Cordially yours,

e
per

Su ingyendent.
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January 16, 1936

Director,
Us S+ Burcau of the Census

‘ashington, D. C,

Dear 35

please furnish me an estimate of the cost
search of the census recordsg

.

I wish to determine the following facts concerning
Hatthew B, ECrady, the well known photographer, if avail-
able, from census returns of 18503 his age, place of
birth, and ital status. The following fac
aid in locating his record: According to the New York city
directories, Brady had a residence at 27 N, Moore St, New
York City in 1848-49; 29 Erocadway in 1851-52, Ile was

m April or May of 1850 to 1851, His place of

be that his residence sbroad in 1356 pre-
luded h inclusion from the 1850 census returns, If
his 1s the case, I would like the 1850 records examined
for John A, Brady, a brother of li, B4 John A, residence
In 1851 is given as 117 Seventh Ave,, New York City. If
he can be located in the census returns for 1850, I would
like to know his age as reported and his place of bLirth.

This ‘formatlion 1s desired for a history of American
photogrephy which I am preparing for publication.

Thank you for the estimate,

Sinecerely yours,

Robert Taft

RT: NS
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Janvary 18, 1936

iy, william N, Jennings,
lMoylan, Rose Valley,
Pennsylvania.

Dear ir, Jemnings:

Through lr, Chambers of The Camera and
kr. Tennant of Photo-Minilature, I have learned
that you supplied Fhoto=WMinizture some years
ago with print made from Black and Hing s aerilal
view of Boston in 1860, Do you still have the
print and would it be possible to borrow 1t?

I am getting my history of 4merican photography
ready for the publishers and would very much
like to secure the Black and Sing photograph.

Do you have other materisl concerning
prominent “merican photographers, especially
before 18802 I find it particularly difficult
to obtain portralts of photographers end examples
of thelr work in this period,

Any information or help that you can
give me will be highly appreclated,

Sincerely yours,

Robert Taft

RT:NS

I R T R

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221204 ~ Page 671/1261
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory ISTORICAT
Robert Taft photography correspondence

January 18, 1936

-,'1, ] a ey ‘. - "uTEiil » I.lihrarian’
American Antigquarian Society,
Worcester, linss,

Dear bir, Vgil:

~ Thank you for the item from the Boston
Journal of VYet, 26, 1860 and for the photostats
of the ilolmes article which have also arrived,

I have followed your suggestion and
written the Ford Museum to see if they have any
materlal 4 can use as illustrations, I have the
photograph of Morse and his deguerreotype camera
and am planning to use it in my book. “hank you
for mentloning 1it, however,

Sinece writing you about the first
nerial photographs of Black and “4ng, I have
found reprinted a long account of the incident
which 1s ecredited to the Boston Herald of Uct, 16,
1860, 4#As thils sccount fixes quite definitely
the date on which the photographs were made
(Cet. 13, 1860), I would appreciate it if you
would check the date of publication for me, If
you have a file of the “oston Heral will you see
if the letter of King appears on Cet., 16, 18607

‘hank you sincerely for your kindness
and your ald.

2incerely yours,

Robert Taft

RT:NS
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THE NEW YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY

170 CENTRAL ParRK WEST
(78-77TH B8T8.)

NEW YORK CITY

ALEXANDER J. WALL
LIBRARIAM

January <0, 1236

Dr. Robert Taft
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Sir:

In response to your letter of Janu-
ary 18th, this Society has the Prevost
collection of wax paper negatives.
They number about fifty, a large ma-
Jority being views taken in New York
City. These latter were reprinted in
one or two issues of our Annual Re-
ports some years ago, and I will send
you these in order that you may make
a selection of a few to be used in
your forthcoming history of American
Photography.

The original negatives are unusu-
ally large, about 11 by 14, and are
very delicate so that I am sure a photo-
grapher making prints of them would re-
quire an additional charge. In fact,
there is only one person to whom I
would trust the negatives, namely Peter
A, Juley of this city. If you will
make a list of the views you will de-
sire, I shall advise you as to the
price in due time.

ly yours,

Likgrarian

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221204 ~ Page 675/1261
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS

Kansas Memory e

SOCIETY
Robert Taft photography correspondence

{
i
J "Carycrest"
Moylan=-Rose Valley
Pennsylvania.

January 20 18936

DR.ROBERT TAFT
University of Kansas
Lawrence.
My Dear Doctor:

To your inquiry as to the King and Black balloon
photograph of Boston, made in 1860 from a captive balloon: of which
you desire to obtain a copy for your beck:

1 have on file the originel wet plate negative which I have very
carefully preserved. A glossy print from same costs 35.

I regret not being able to furnish photographs of early Philadelphia

photographers. Perhaeps the Secretary of the Fhiladelphia Photographic
Society, 1615 Sansom Street, may be able to help you out.

I hope you will place my friend Frederic E.Ives, with whom for
several years I was associated here and abroad, in his right place in
your book. He was the father of the halftone process of photo-engraving;
(which hes revolgtionized the graphic arts) the first man to make successful
three color prints on paper , and, according to Sir Wil liam Abney, "Ives is

"The first man to show in a transparency by photography the colors of
nature”, He is also respomsible for color movies projected on the
screen with the usual projector om his bi-pack film.
I accompanyied kr.Ives to the Yellowstone Park on two different

occasions, resulting in a superb collection of color lantern slides,
which weee used to illistrate my lecture of the Yellowstone Park in

Natural colors. The first time e lecture had ever been so illustrated.
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This wes in 1891. at the Franklin Institute, which institution awarded
Ives its Elliott Cresson Gold Medal.

He is now 82 years old and is actively at work on his latest
invention, & simple two color process of color photography (Polychrome)
which he is donating to the American Amateur photographers. I believe
jt is destined to revolutionize and popularize snapshot photography in
netural colors, replacing the present monochroms.

Ives has Vaken out over 70 patents, and has a drawerful of
medals. After & friendship lasting over fifty years, I realize that
this remarkable, modest, genius has been greatly overlooked by writers
on Photography, and credit for many of his vital inventions given to
others.

¥nder another cover I send you a reprint of my article on
"Snapshots from Cloudlend" from the Franklin Institute Journal.
There you will see a good picture of my good friend Samuel A.King.
1 have the original negatives from which these illurtrations were
made, Price per glossy print 32.

In 1882 I made the first photographof lightning and followed up that
hobby for over ten years. A few years ago the Franklin Institute
awarded me its John Price Wetherill iedal for my pioneer work in
Lightning Photogrephy. I am submitting a few prints. $1. each.

I would suggest that you apply to the Secretary of the Fhila.
Public Library, for portraits of eerly Philadelphia Photograperss.
If I can be of further service please call on me.

Sincerely,

\If}ﬁ_‘n/ennr%}
e
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HOLMAN?SPARANTSHOP dInc

ETCHINGS—LINE ENGRAVINGS—MEZZOTINTS—LITHOGRAPHS
JAPANESE ‘PRINTS—WOODCUTS—ETC. s¢a PARK STREET, BOSTON, US.A

Jamery 21, 1936.

Dear Dr. Tafb:

I hope you will excuse me for neglecting to get the daguerreo-
types off to you. It was left in my hands to do this some time ago.

The Hawes family have been consulted and they are glad

to have you use anything you wish of the daguerreotypes we send,

been fixed up very roughly but safely, I hope, for the journey.
The Mrs. Vincent you did not ask for, but she is so attractive and so
widely Imown that I wanted you to see :I:it.' Use it if you wish. The
umamed one is Hawes himself at the time the daguerreotypes were made.

The Niagara Falls, the family think, was probably made by Southworth on
his trip to California. The firm name was Southworth & Hawes.

Southworth was an expert also. In crediting any of these that you m

use pleese use the firm name (Southworth & Hawes). If you wish to say
anything further you way say "Used by permission of Edward S. Hawes".
Sincerely yours,

HOLMAN®S PRINT SHOP, Inca
"}H ,M_S” P«&u«.) T e TRt A ’Z"V;{{""""""—
I L f F
(L Mt (’:ﬁ: 1-_1:.,;/7 = A s AM siid

5 f’lf"“"-" 22 Jriliid 4.}_..—) ;
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CITY OF ROCHESTER

NEW YORK

PUBLIC LIBRARY
EDEERT ON- PARK
54 Court Street

Dr. Robert Taft January 21, 1936
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Sir:

We are still working on your inquiry regarding George
Eastman and the bank clerk who interested him in photography.
When we hear from his former secretary through the Eastman
Business Library, we shall write you in detail. So far, we
have found no one who knows to whom he referred in the inter-
view. It is the belief of a former employee of the Rochester
Savings Bank that he was self-taught.

Clement Powell's name does not sppear in the Rochester
directory. There was a Frank J. Richardson, student, in the
directory for 1872, '74, '75, '77; but none of the other Ex-
pedition names appear. These names are unknown to ald employees
of lMr. Esstman who are still at Kodak and also unknown to
Rochester Savings Bank officials where he was employed.

We shall write you later.
Yours very truly,

‘l.)o___n.K,"T'
O e

GEL/K Head, General Reference Division
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KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

January 21, 1936

lir, Harry T. Peters
17 Battery flace,
New York City

Dear lr, Peters:

Thank you for your informative letter
of Jenuary @f. Since I have your permission
I expect to Tuote a portion of it as I am es~
peclally interested in the social and bio~-
grau ';:l aspects of American p *"tOFraﬁhy.

“he story of Tom Thuwb's iz especially interest-
ajd_ynitomizeﬂ the influence of photograohy

i B

Have you ever noticed gy of the
California lithographs are credited to Giguer-
reotypes taken by Vance? He was by far the
most prolific of the California raguerreotypists.
I would also like:sto ask if any of these litho-
~rawns are after otographs 7QT n by C, E.
wat especially those of ‘osemite or the

ed a—

1 am looking forward with plsasure
to the originals which you are sending. The
plan you suggest is quite satlsfactory and
very kind of you. Thank you again for your
hel?.

Sincerely vyours,

Rohert Taft
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

LAWREMCE

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

January 22, 1936

The Editor,

Newark Evening News,
I\Ie\’?ark, N . Jo
Dear Sir:

_ Mr. Phillips M. Goodwin has suggested
that 1 write you for information concerning Rev,
Hannibal Goodwin. I am preparing a history of
“merican photography for publication and am es~-
peclally desirous of obtalning his portrait. Can
you supply me with a photograph or tell me where
it might be obtained? It would be copied and
returned promptly.

If you have published any material
in the News concerning Mr. Goodwin, would it be
possible to secure copies of it/

Any information that you can give me
wlll be highly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
Robert Taft

RT: NS

We do not know where you would be able to get
a photo of'Rev.Goodwin unless it be possible the House of
Prayer(Episcopal)Church,Newark,N.J, ,nhere he was once
rector,have one in their peesession, We have published
material on the said Rev,Goodwin but so far back the issues

are unavailable,
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OFFICE OF
THE DIRECTOR

/5]
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WASHINGTON

NUATY

to your letter of Jamuary 16th:

ne at which the
junles, which neces
the entire

Estimated
Cost

$5.00
11.50

10.00

John A. Brady Ward 16 (embracing
117 Tth Avenue)

If you desire any or all of 3se searches m

he requisite amount Postal Money s dr
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your letter, we

r's Photograph Gallery

Pennsylvania Avenue

which explains the present policy of

to searches of the census schedules.

Very truly yours,

Director.
Inclosure,

ERM:med
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AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY
WORCESTER, MASS.

Robert W. G. Vail, Librarian

January 2o, 19356

Mr. Robert Taft
Department of Chemistry
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Mr. Taft:

e have yours of the 18th
and on turning to the file of the Boston Herald
find nothing whatever regarding the aerial photo-
gra:hs in the issue of October 16, 1860, However,
there was an item in the issue of October 15, a
copy of which we enclose for your comparison with
the transcript you already have,

I hope you succeed in
finding some interesting illustrated material
in the Ford Museum. I think you will, if they
will let you use it.

Sincerely yours

~_/L§:;3“ }if},ﬁ_;“K_

/

Librarian
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cord twelve |

the enterprise
crooked streets
in one of these

line of division

The view of the city presents it of course in s Lilliputian
semblance, and in looking at them one can see something heretofore never se
by the aeronaut himself, portance of this successful iss
experiment cennot be fully estimeted at present, but it is

a fine excursion

J

three hours, an
4

o'clock. They

8]
ter

. 41 $1. o
& the earth, I
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January 25, 1936

%r. Alexander J, Vall, Librarian,
he New York Historical Sociqgg,
170 Central Park Vest, -

Hew York, N, ¥

Dear Mr. Vall:s

Thank you for the courtesy of sa@mfing
me the reproductions of the Prevost negatives,
If possible, I would like to secure prints made
from the negative of Curney's Daguerrian Gallery
(oppe pe 38 in the 1918 Report); of the view
of Battery Place (front, same Report/; and of
the Eradhurst Cottage (opp. pe 70 same Rgport).

In your letter of the 20th, you state
that the majority of the FPrevost negatives were
made in New York City. Where were the remainder
made and are any of these of general interest?
Do you thhave any blographicel information con-
cerning Prevost? I have seen his name mentioned
several times in the photographic journals of
$he rifties but that 1s the extent of my
Inowledge.

I also notice included in the "IList
of Illustrations™ of each report sent, the state-
ment that the negatives "form part of a collectinn
---presented to the Soclety, by Fr. 5. V. Hoff=-
many Does this mean that there are paper neg-
atives other than those made by Prevost In the
collection?

I greatly appreciate your helpfulness
in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Robert Taft
RT: RS

[ e S W e R R e
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Janusry 25, 1936

Mr., ¥4 D, Langenheim,
Room 316,

1600 iArch Street,
Philadelphia, Fa,

Dear lir, Langenheim:
! . 1 mach appreclate your kindness in writing me and for
the inforsmmtion contained in your letter of January 20, I
will save your time and energles, I believe, if + tell you
what I have about the lLangenheim brothers. I have the bio-
graphical sketches which appeared in the Philadelphia Photo-
grapher for 1874 for ¥, Langenheim and in 1879 for Fred
Langenheim, I also have Julius Sachse's account published
in the Journal of the Franklin Institute for 1893, Can you
tell me from your more exact knowledge if any corrections
are to be made in these secounts? 4#&nd are there any im-
portant additions?

I am perticularly interested in obtaining portraits of i
koth Langenheims and representative examples of their work.
‘heir daguerreotype views of Niagra Falls were among the
first, as you know, and drew world-wide acclaim. Do you have
one of these or other daguerreotype views made by them?
ey were also the first to make prints from glass negatives
in this country, whieh they caslled "hyalotypes." Do you
know if examples of these still exist?

Their early sterecoscople views (1850-55) are important
also as they introduced this type of photograph into this
country as well as Talbot's process.

If you have any such material, could this be borrowed
for copying? We would he very careful with it and return
1t to you promptly, If it would aid you in selecting and
getting it ready to send, I believe my cousin, who lives in
Philadelphia, would be glad to call on you and help you.
She 1s liss llldred Goshaw, a teacher in the Philadelphia
Publie Schools,

Thank you again for your gid, I am sure that 1t will
be of real importance in my boik.

Sincerely yours,

Robert Taft
RT:NS

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221204 ~ Page 690/1261
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

