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Now Booking, “Jesse James Under the Black Flag”

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

.
THOMAS J. PENDERGAST, WILLIAM HUTTIG,
elived
THOMAS T.CRITTENDEN, I i MICHAEL J. FENDERGAST,
v i

ral Manager Kansas Citp, Missouri

Director

corPORATION, MARTIN 1. CROWE,
Plrecion
Suite 207-207A-208 Sheidley Bldg i Bk

= Counsel
On Mafn at Ninth
FRAN
T

OFFICE OF G HAL MANAGER

May 18, 1921.

Mr. E. P. Lamborn,
R. R. #2,
Leavenworth, Kansas.

Dear Sir:

Replying to your letter of May 16, the onl
picture we have is of Jesse James Jr., znd ;.t is notF
{ug;:;las};\.zg, hutwthg same size as the stills used in our

y display. e do not have photogzraph
bt e g L1 OB P ographs of the other

The price for the picture of Jesse James Jr
would be $1,00, If you desire one of these photcgrapl.zs

we will be pleased to forward same
your remittance of $1,00, f-TER Mppsraced b O

Yours very truly,

4/ C. & Aratare”
y/ ..//1_4‘

/
General Mahager.
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July 6, 1928

¥r. George A. Shorrs,
loek,
ralew, Galifornia.

& Yetter received from e,
v pttashed to the

Prifon siuafl of ine Leavenwurih Penitentisry.

You are the only man whom I cen reeall
2% Deliw in & position to give the informatisn
ing “Bulch Caseidy" and hie gangs, inaemuch ae
i’orfc at Utah Penitentisry ie all a new ane.
mm Lh sending you thie le ruating
will ans Mrs Lamborn telling him thet I had
you to give this aitention.

I truet that you are very pleceswtl aated
in congenial work at Loe Anmeles, T T At

iith kind vegarde, I em

Very truly youre,
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

J.F. THAMLS, PRESIDEN
WA MONTGOMERY
L.Q. STONE

JACKSON. MISSISSIPPI
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iTY OF Missouri

GFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

October 12,1917

AVe no Do

after

o Ad
enver,1903.

f 5am Bass and
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THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MISSOURI
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
COLUMBIA

July 21, 1955

E. P. Lamborn
& o

. 2
Leavenworth, Kansas

Dear Mr. Lamborn!

We have your letter in regard to informa
muirder and your in about the career
after hig escape from the jail at Car-
souri, in 1896,

s two-volume work ent

Mo information is avallable
concerning George Ta;{'lor' after his
at Carrollton in 1896,

For information
Spearfish, South Dakota
you write the

¥ at Plerre, South I
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From: Missouri, Day By Day. ~Floyd C, Shoemaker, Editor
(Columbia, Mo,: The State Historical Soclety of
Missouri, 1942-43), Volume I, pp, 322-323,

THE MEEKS FAMILY TRAGEDY

The case of the Meeks rfamily tragedy remains today
almost legendary because of its perpetuation in ballads.
Sole survivor of the family of Gus Meeks was Nellie, his
seven-year-old daughter, She appeared May 11, 1894, near
the village of Browning in Linn County telling of the
previous night's tragedy. Following her story, neighbors
found the bodies of Mr. and Mrs. Mesks and two other daugh-
ters in a strawetack on the farm of George Taylor. Learn-
ing that the bodlies had been dliscovered, Taylor met his
brother, William Price Taylor, and both disappeared,

Both fugiltives were prominent men, George Taylor wasg
g farmer and hie brother, a lawyer and bank cashier at
Browning, had attended the Universlty of Missourl School of
Law in 1884-1885, and had been State representative of
Sullivan County. But about 1890 he was charged with forg-
ing & check, committing arson in Linn County, and cattle-
atealing with Gue Meeks in Sullivan County.

In January, 1894, four months after Meeks' sentence
wasg pronounced, he was pardoned and returned to testirfy
against Taylor. After threatening Meeks, the Taylor
brothers bribed him to leave the State so he could not
testify. Before midnight, May 10, 1894, the Meeks accom-
panied by the Taylor brothers started south through Linn
County. The scene of the Meeke family murder was about a
mile and a half from George Taylor's farm, Later a witness
testiflied that he heard shots during the night, and the next
morning blood, the signs of a struggle, and wagon tracks led
to the strawstack. Gus Keeks, his wife, and one daughter
were shot, while Nellie and her younger sister were struck
with the butt of a rewslver,

The Taylor brothers were finally captured in Arkansas
and brought back for trial, charged with murder. Threats
of mob violence preceded a mistrial at Carrocllton in 1895,
and accusations of bribery and perjury were openly made,
followed by the indictment of three men, The Taylors, con-
victed of murder in the first degree and sentenced to hang,
appealed to the Supreme Court of Missouri and to the Governor,
bat both appeals falled, April 11, 1896, the Taylor brothers
broke jail. William was recaptured and hanged, but his
brother was never apprehended,
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COMMISSIONERS MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY

STATE OF MISSOURI S

THE MISSOURI REFORMATORY
v

Department of Penal Institutions ~— mevsrmiae

ne

WALTER E. SLOAT, Stcacrany INDUSTRIAL HOME MEGRO GIRLS

JEFFERSON CITY TIFTON
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COMMISSIONERS MISSOURI STA
T, HOLLENRECK STATE OF MISSOURI

THE MISSC

Department of Penal Institutions

WALTER E. SLOA v INDUSTRIAL HOME FOR NEGRO GIRLS

JEFFERSON CITY

TirTen

Sept. 21,1985,

Mr., E,P. ILamborn,
TLeavenworth, Kansaw.

Dear Sir:

In reply to your communication of the 21st ihst.,
beg to advise that we are unable to furnish you with the Photo-
graph of any of the men mentioned in your letter, as this Dep=-
artment was not started until 1908, therefore we have no Photo-
graphs of men who came in before that time.

In regerd to Bill Rudolph who killed a Pinkerton Det-
ective, I beg to advise that he was hanged and never came to
this Institution.

Bill Hysn alias Yom Hell, received a 25 year sentence
from Oect. 15th, 1881 and was paroled by Gov. Crittenden April
15th, 1884.

Tucker Bassham alias "0ld Texas" received & 10 yesar
sentence from Dec 23rd, 1880, and was paroled by Gov. Crittenden
Sept 22, 1881.

Clarence Hight, received & 25 year sentence from Feb.
28, 1882, and died Sept 17, 1886.

We are unable to identify the following; Sol Temple
or the man named "Collins".

?ours truly-

upt. B & I Dept.

P.S. I believe that Collins was hanged the same time as Rudolph,
and think the place was Union, Mo. fou might write the Police
Dep't of St. Louis, Mo. in regard to this case.

lleither ere we able to find any record of Jnol Reno.
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ALFRED J. MOKLER

HISTORIAN OF WYOMING
GRAND LODGE. A, F. AND A. M.

r. B. P, Lamboern,
R.R. # 2,
Leawenworth, Kansas.

BOX 805

CASPER. WYOMING

ar 26, 1931.

"History of Na

y slightly dar
5

ch are p 2
that I am selling at §3.00 per

rcod as the criginal pub-
f discoloraed on the ends

adition of this publicaticn scld

gecond

50 per

not care to part w
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(4 ’//}‘;/ﬁ{ ﬂ, /Z’Z sl

2 J. MOKLER.

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
E. P. Lamborn correspondence and resear ch papers

STATE OF ILLINGIS
: DWiE‘HT -H. GREEN. GOVERMOR
5. MONAGHAN ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL LIBRARY ThusTEes
SPRINGFIELD e
ALFRED W, STENN

June 5, 1947

Mr, E. P, Lamborn
R R. 2
Leavenworth, Kansas

Dear Mr., Lamborn:

I am enclosing a reference report
on Walter L. Mayo which I hope will help

you.

Sincerely,
Ay

!
N

oo L
J. Monaghan
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e 1 (133722500346

REFERENGE REPORT
ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL LIBRARY

Date June 4, 1847

MAYO0, WALTER L.

Bateman & Selby, Historical Encyelopedia of Illinois. Chicago:
Munsell Publishing Company, 1¢0l. Pp. 357.

"Mayo, Walter L., legislator, was born in Albemarle County Va.,
Mareh 7, 1810; ceme to Edwards County, Ill,, in 1828, and begen
teaching. He took part in the Black Hawk War (1831-32), being
appointed by Governor Reynolds Quartermaster of a battalion organized
in thet section of the State. He hed previously been appointed County
Clerk of Edwards County to fill a vacancy, and continued, by successive
re-elections, to occupy the position for thirty-seven years--also act-
ing, for a portion of the time, as Circuit Clerk, Judge of Probate
and County Treasurer. In 1870 he was elected Representative in the
Twenty-seventh Genersl Assembly for the Edwards County Distriet. On
the evening of Jen, 18, 1878, he mysteriously disappeared, having been
last seen at the Union Depot at East St. Louls, when about to take
the trein for his home at Albion, and is supposed to have been secretly
murdered. No trece of his body or of the crime was ever discovered,
and the affair has remsined one of the mysteries of the criminal
history of Illinois."

An article on Walter L. Mayo, by Walter Collyer, including a

letter from Judge Mayo's daughter to Mr. Collyer, is printed
18

Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society, A * 12, v.

no. 1, pp. 83-85. The Kansas State Hist 1 Society, Topeka, and
versity of Kar i s Lawrence receive our Journal. Ac-

cording to this article, Mayo wa n his way to Olney when he dis-

.appeared.

www.kansasmemory.org/item/221142 ~ Page 922/1797
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory KA

SOCIETY
E. P. Lamborn correspondence and resear ch papers

]
A2 A0 3

: e § 101.5
el Tannie GG H oy
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DAVID HILGER, Linmanian
ROOM 100, CAPITOL

HELENA, July 18, 1934

E. P. lamborn
R. R. 2
Leavenworth, Kansas

Dear Sir:

Answering your letter of July 16 regarding
the history of "Kid"™ Curry or Harvey Logan which was his
true name we cannot very well give you this as there is
material for an article of considerable length in this
outlaw's life. We have numerous newspaper references and
such to Curry in our files but could not possibly under-
take to copy all these for you.

Siringzo's Riata and Spurs which is the story of
an ex-Pinkerton gives a chapter to the Curry gang and
you may get this from some large public library. The Elk's
Magazine for April, 1930 has an article on "Butch"
Cassidy which gives some history of the Currys and states
that "Kid" Curry was wounded in & holdup near Parachute,
Colorado and committed suicide to avoid capture. He was us-
ing the name of Tap Duncan at the time. He died June 7,
1904 but other stories say he went to South America where so
many outlaws of that pericd finally dfifted. We have no
proof of either story. 'he Currys were in the neighborhood
of the Little Rockies early in the 90's and the "Kid"™ killed
"Pike" Landusky in & saloon in Landusky, Montana, Dec. 27, 1894,
One story is that they were born and raised in Dodson, Missouri
not far from Bansas City and the "Kid" was born about 1866.
There were four brothers, Johnny, Harvey, Hank and Loney and
Bob Curry, & cousin. Flat Nose George was also a Curry but no
relative, All the brothers went by the name of Curry in Montana
ahd as early as 1892, Johnny Curry, had his arm amputated from
gunshot wounds received in a fight with an unknown German near
Landusky.
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#2.

The "Wild Bunch" was composed of men Who Worked at
various oeccupations, mining, prospecting and as cowboys and
knew the country from Canada to Mexico west of the Missigsippi.
They knew every trail of it and had their hideouts in many
places. The Little Hockies section was remote from reilroad
and many people seeking escape from the law found a haven in
this section., After the hold-up of the Great Northern train
near Wagner, Montana, July 3, 1901, it is doubtful if any of
the Curry gang ever spent much time in Montana for they were
known to have been the men who did the work and would have been
taken at once if found. The greater part of the money consisted
of a shipment of unsigned bank notes to a Helena bank and it
Wwas easy to trace, <This same gang or part of it held up the
Union Pacifie train June 2, 1899 and with part of the loot open=-
ed a saloon at Malta but when the money that was stolen was
Put into circulation the trail grew warm and the saloon closed.
One story is that one brother was killed at Dodson, Missouri,
another at Kansas City and Loney was killed at Rocky Point but
we do not state any of these as truths,

While a certain amount of desperate courage was shown
by the individual members of the gang there is nothing to praise
in their lives for in those days everyone had the chance to
make a decent honest living in Montena and those who ecommitted
such erimes as thess did so deliberately and with vicious
motives of no excuse, The sooner they are forgotten the better
Tor the world.

The last we know of Sheriff W. S. Griffith he ran =
saloon in Scobey, Montana and you might find him there.

We have no picture of "Kid" Curry that we can send you.
He was very dark complexioned and some said his mother was &
quadroon although one man was shot one story says for doing so
in his presence.

Hoping this information will be of help, I am,

Very truly youns, W
m/

David Hilger, Librarian,

Murder of "Pike" tandusky from the River Press, Jan. 8§, 1895,
"From all eccounts it seems as though the murder was premedidated
and the assault certainly was., Lt seems that Pike was leaning upon the
bar in Jake Harris' saloon and store when Jim Thornhill end Loney
Curry emtered and ealled the elerk to the rear to meke some pur=-
cheses, Then Harvey Curry entered and at onece sssaulted Pike, knock-
ing him down and beating him horribly, Yhornhill standing the crowd
off with a revolver, When Curry had ceased pounding Landusky, the
latter arode, drew his revoelver and attempted te shoot, but Harvey
Curry wrenched the gun from Pike, and threw it away. Then taking
his own revolver, Curry shot Pike twice, one ball passing through
his abdomen, the other thy ough the breast, as Landusky fell, Curry
fired a third shot but missed him."
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DAVID HILGER, LIBRARIAN
ROOM 10%, CARITOL

HELENA, August 8, 1934

Mr. E, P. Lamborn
R. R. #2
Leavenworth, Kansas

Dear Sir:

aAnswering your letter of Aug. 4 you misunder-
stood my letter of July 19th I wrote that the story of
"Kid" Curry would make material for an article of much length
whiech we could not take time to do, I did not mean that
such an article was being written.

The loeality in whieh the Curry gang lived was
near a small mountain range nemed the Little Rockies in the
southwestern ecorner of Phillips County, Montana. The near-
est towns are Landusky and Zortman. I do not know the names
of any officers or such of that time to give you. These men
did not live in Helena nor near any of the larger towns.

The newspaper account of the killing of Winters
states that the shooting was done by two men hidi in a
pig pen 70 feet from the Winters' cabin., A third man was
nearby holdihg the horses and the three men rode off. The
other men in the cabin were fired upon when they ventured
outside the door. A. D, Gill, partner of Winters, was threat-
ened with death by the gang if he gave information to the
authorities concerning the killing of his partner and Gill
disappeared in the winter of 1905a7 never to be seen or heard
of again. Yhis wes supposed to be the work of the gang.

Pike Lendusky's widow is still living but L can-
not give you her address for 1 do not know it nor that of
Jim Thornhill.

Vi trul¥ yourss
\ .

27y Olle 7
Devid Hilger, Libhrarian
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doms B, Rivch, Lingarian
ANNE MCDONNELL, ABSIBTANT LIBRARIAN
OFFICE OF THE LIBRARIAN

WoOM 108, CARITOL

HELENA, gota

I have never written a history of the Curry boys

Carthy,

i

Curry

0 told me
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told by
frequ

work in wh

Yours very truly,

A TomL B le
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STATE HISTORICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS LIBRARY
W. Y. PEWBERTON. LipmaRiaN |
BoARD OF TRUSTEES

C. B. POWER, Presioesr

LEE M. FORD. Vice-PaesioesT

HARFIELD CONRAD

FRED F. WILLSOMN

FRANK F. STEELE, SECRETARY

HELENA, MONTANA

]

P

] A I,I’L.I /
{j [.[8m e d oy
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