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e are about

not counting the

tute at Lawrence, Only

e on their reservation

ard the Iowas have all been

live on their farms or in towns in Brown ard

their reservation west

Coumnbties and in sout Nebraska. The Kickapoos live on

of T Jackson County.
. There are eleven hundred Pottawatomies; four hundred Kickapoos and
about 7e hundred of the Iowa amd Sac axd Fox area,

+ 1

tribes have been in

most of them in Kansas. The fo

century but all were moved to this state from %
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seattlement and when the wvast

of the states of

ard south of the Missouri River and

Arkans as were d

a8 Indian courtiry or territory.

When Pres

ent Jeffe

the louisiana Territory from France

his idea that t

[

t was Indians would all be moved out of the ori 18]l colonial

areas and also from areas west of 12l colonies as the land was needed

foran ever-increasirne the United States had

sed, He proposed

sippi

them and the settlements

River, whi ch would be a natural barrier
which he envisioned as developing the Great Lakes and the Chio valley regions

also the areas east of the river and south of the Ohic River. But Jefferson

never got the job done and it was not

some twenty=-five to thirty years

later that the actual movement of the eastern Indians became an actuality with

the

inguishment of their titles to their lamls in the eastern states through

purchase

in whet i

the

of new reservs

on lands in the Indian Territory.

At the

formation of the repub

is now Missouri and eastern Kansas, generally south of the Mi

roaming as far west as the Neosho. The Kansa or Kew Indians lived

generally w the Missouri, north of the Kew River amd one of t

was near the junction of the Blue and the Kaw at Manhattan.

West of these tribes lived the Pawnees and the Wichitas and farther

groun for the Cheyennes, Comanches, Kiowas aml other
plains Indians who roamed up snd down across the prairies on hunting expeditions.

- areas were not defined by any natural landmarks although the Pawnees

lived generally along the Republican River and the Wichitas lived along the
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Arkansas amd Little Arkansas Rivers with an importent village on

finally dets

became Kansas,

west of the Missouri border,

ent prope

of buffer area or state reservat

ween the

settlements, Later th

tribes except

e FOVern

1 L md
S L0 mlinor

an area in the southeastern corner of what is now Kansas

tral L

¢« Jlhe povermment

tracts of lands claimed by that tribe and allotted these lamds to

removing the Kawes entirely from north of
M

name to a reservation at Council Grove aml later to

also moved out of their Kansas habi

amd into the
later became Oklahoma.

m

landis from the Pawnees, W

tribes which claimed some title to the

plains area by reason

camps armd that they had

over the prairiss for many years,

of the tribes indigenous to Kansas still 1}

possibly a few xed bloods of the Kaws and Osapges. The

. member of congress, United States

nator and vice-pre

tes, was a part

3d upon its poliey of moving the
he eastern states about 1830 it first moved the Osages out of

them to settle some

known

began tuying from the

z
o

to set up

1 a8 the

other tribes

2

The govermment also obtained title to the central and western Kansas

chitas, Cheyemnes, Kiowas, amnd Arapahoes amd other

of their

in the state except

dent of the United

ood Kaw, aml members of his family ranain residents of Kansas.
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Jeloise Abel, an English girl whose parents ceme to Kansas

38 and settled near Salina, made what is generally considered

am accurate study of the reservations of the wvarious

. dian tribes in the then Indian Territory vhen t he first
r with the Eaws was made armd contimiing until 1854 when Kansas was opened

ard the government began to extingm

titles of the Indians

ands in what was to bscome the state of Kansas,

Miss Abel ined in London when her parents first came to Kansas

with two vounger sisters, She attended the Salina public schools ard was

F

ounty amd then began her studies

ty of Kansas. 8She was grad-

uated in 1898 and taught in the Thomas County hizh school and then returned

univer

a mamiseri pt reader, She

e work at Cornell

and then became ins

tor in history and civies at the Lawrence High School.

Miss Abel prepared on

Kansas was recognized as of such merit that Yale University awarded

Buckley fellowship in

anxl she obtained her doctor's derree at that

institution.

Miss Abel found that the Delan were the firset of the tribes to

bs brought to Kanses. They were given an area of Kaw lands along the north

bank of that stream from its mouth to a point east of Topeka armd an outlet

hunting grourds in cembtral and western Kansas along the north side of
the Kaw reserve, The Kaws, at that time, were living on a reservation some

+

ning just west of Topeka and externding along the river

28 square begin

near Wamego. Later is area was teken over by the Pottawatomies. The

Kaw half-breed were given specific allotments of tv
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a
in the Kaw Valley extending from the east line of the main reservation wast
of Topeka to a point near what is now Williamstown. Later a small of the
Delaware lands at the mouth of the Kew was purchased by the govermment and
. given to the Wyanlotte tribe amd th remnants of that tribe were moved to

Kansas.

cCoy, Baptist missiomry to Indians in the north-

west territory several trips into what is now Kansas to study the lands

to be given the tribes then living in Mi

the hard maple trees were not found in the new Indian Territory and he did not

been accustomed to maple sugar in their native

believe the tribes

haunts would ive in the prairie count maple

sugar or other sweets made available to them. MeCoy had much to do with per=-

ians to give up their lands in the eastern st to the govern=

ment anl accept larger reservations inthe new Indian country amd he lived with

some of the tri bes when they first came to T}

the new lands. The New York Indians

were given allotmemnts of land in Kansas but never accepted the reservations

o

ard refused to give up their lams in New York. Many Indians s

11 live i

New York, although some of the tribesmen moved to

consin anl into Canada.

The Shewnee Indians were the largest group to be moved into the new

Indian country sarly days. They were given a reservation along the

the Kew River extending from the Missouri line wes:

ard to a

point southwest of where Topeka now stams, The Methodists, Quakers and the

Baptists all sent their

ionaries along the Indiens. Shawnee Mission,

ian mamal labor

near Kansas Clity was est ished bv the Methot
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school to Indians how to farm amd to be mechanics., It had govern=-

ment subsidies for many years. 16 Quaker and Baptist mission were in the Kaw

bottoms west of the Methodists and it was at the Baptist missiom that Jotham

printing press to be broucht to Kansas amd beran

set up t

printing religious tracts and church songs in the Shawnee language for the

use of the Indians.

¥

The Otoe an in northern Kansas and

raska. Their reservation was or

les wide amd twenty

in Karsas and most of the reservation was in Nebrasks.

The Towa Indians were moved to Kansas in 1837. The Sac and Fox tribe

were moved the same year to a reservation south and west of

Towaes. Both these

bes were moved out of

known as the Platte Purchase

s ich also took the "bite  off the northeastern

corner of Kamsas, Wh

ouri became a state the western boundary ran
straight north from the point where the Keaw flowed into the Missouri. The

Missouri were afraid of

Indiens living in the area and asked

moved as they felt the Indians were somewhat of a menace to

their peace. Also, it was pointed out that the Missouri River was a natural

boundary aml there would be no question of reservation richts if the Indians

were moved farther west. The Platte Purchase took this land from the Indians

and gave them lands in what is now Kansas. Recently the Iowa anl Sec and

. Fox Indians

ans began litirs

ion in the court of claims for payment for their
lands in Missouri. They claim the govermment failed to pay them an adequate

price for the lands,
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issippi came to Kansas and

up for them inwhat later became Osage, Wabaunsee

and Lyon counties, The ervation in the
part of what later became

tawa tri

Peorims and the Kaskaskies in

1833 avd the Weas ard Piankeshaws later the same year and each was given a

small reservation in what is now 1 the eastern portion of Franklin

Potta

tomie reservation covered much of Lirm, Anderson

tribe settline alones the Marais des Cygnes River,

and Franklin con

The Indians did not ret alonr well with white settlers and the Indians were

riven a larpger reservation in what is now Jackson, Pottawatomie Shawnee

enn much restricted in area.

al recent sessions of the legislature the Pottawatomies have

presented claims to t he

% was ©

difference in value of the lands of the new reservation as

compared with the lands teken from th

by the white men who moved onto their

lands, The claim has ittees and the

never been allowed by the legislative cor

i now pending before

Indian bureau in Washington.

on in

88 Were given a reservat

¥ Bourbon county

under New York tribes were a large area in what

Bonr bon, Allen amd Woodson counties, New York Indians resfused

move to Kansas a

L@

rave up their claims to the lands,
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The Cher okee I

ians were originally from the south and the

reservation allotted to them comprised most of Cherokee aml Crawford Counties

and became

. i}

the Osage t

ands. The lands once belonged to

was set up along the

western b

as a sort of buffer area between the Indians and

ements in Missouri. The Cherokees also

alone the south si of could pet
to the prairie hunting grounds. apaws were also given a little

of land along the

Cherokee leutral ls

o the pleins ' huntine grounds from their reservation in

Arlkars as witl tribes,

ut traveling over th

www.kansasmemory.org/item/220170 ~ Page 8/8
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

