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> The Pioneer Monument erected at
coln, Kan., is the first ploneer monum
to commemorate the maasacre of Fift of thefirst settders in what
ig now Lincoln county.
This monument led to the cathering together irn book form €k
the historic facts two massacre$,namely the Moffitt |
brothers J, L. and T, M ., John W, Houston and James i.“g,-’].t—tr,ﬂl:.e
twe last named were tra: Just vligiting with the Mofritts,
The four went cut together to hunt buffaloes and were overtaken by
a band of Indians and all were killed. This took place the sixth day
O Al 186U, TiTLy yvears ago this sixth day or August 91y, fThe
monument ated the thirtieth day of May 1909 on thhe fortieth
anr rea¥y ol the massacre of the lleven that were killed v F0th
Ah that occasion very little was about apy of the victims |
agthiere was no time for any remarks either historical cr otherwise, |
| |
That day is 81 y8ed to be G, A. R. G. A, R. andithe old seti= |
tlers had an ement to divide the time on that day.After several
agreements the old settlers were allowed thirtyminutes. for dedica-
tion and we were very thankful for 8o much of & congideration but we
had no time for any speech making in memory of the eleven victims of
May thirtieth 1869 so we just had to wailt and wateh fér a mcre
opportune time to have a memorlal gathefing.While we are not anhle to
say very much of any of them Houston and Iyler weze total strangers
here and left nobody to even tell where they came from and the vic-
timg of 1869 were all killed except one Woman andishe was taken a cap-
tive by the Indians, sgo.there are no clues left to find cut much
about them,-excepting the Moffitts. 1In some way one }Miss Martha Mof-
Titt got hold ef the news that I was soliciting money here for the
purpose of erecti) 3 monument in memory of those s8lain by the Indiam
and she sent me ten dollars to help make a sWccess: of the undertak-
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'j 1_‘ y rr."l..-'l. 8 was T,}'_L{“ f“‘_ raf T 1...,-.. ) | I- any ]"\"‘ I._[wif t8 -! j‘.""'_ {J,, F}_‘,’,..q 1.,?_\21:
brought me into comminication with several others, and they all sent

me some information. This with what I have found in searching the
0ld redords of Courthouses made me think of the fiftieth anniversary

1 B ng with Miss Martha

g

of the killing of theMoffitts andarter correspondir

Morfitt and Mrs. Hunt of Shenandoah, Iowa in regard to a semi-cenien

nigl inimemory of the MofTitts I got encouragement tc go ahead and
have thz ceremony here in Lincoln to memorize the killing of oue
firgt settlers.

We had to Work rapidly as August 6th was near at hand. I did
not have any definite underatanding that any
to Linceoln on that occasion but soume twWwo or three weeks before the

sixth I gct information from Miss Moffitt that hee two cousing Mrs.

Mary Moffitt Hunt of

Iowa and Mrs, Lizzie MoITitt Flem-

ing of Toulon, Ill and Mr. D, W. Morfitt ew living at Wichits

Kansaze Would come to the semi-centennial on August é6th. liiss Martha

Morritt came all the way from Pitman, New Jersey. It was very graiA-

Tying to me toc know that the nieces took s» much interest in our
rathering to take such a long and arduous journey Jjust to see and to
go 0O the ground where their uncles had lived and suffered and died

sav

at the handg or T ge avorigines flfty yeare ago. Now that

I was pretty sure that four of the nearest relatives 1living of the
Moffitts wolMld honor us with their presence we got a 8tir on us to
CI'\:‘. AT = \":\‘
arrange for the celebration. The time was short and we deciéded to
have something ir keeping $ke with the impdrtance of the gathering.
In the first place it was desired to treat the visitors in a becoming
mannexr so our City mayor appointed a committee on the part of the

n to help me in making proper arrangement for their

entertainment . I was ordered to go the station and meet them Bals
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our best hotel and keep them free of

were in Lincoln. That was done by meeting

2ed at my disposal by Mrs. Marshall

Windsor hotel,

ors to the, monument which pleased them ve

ially surprised to behold so large and_ substantia

Ol thelT

them with two au

The fiyst thing after supper I tuok the

ry much.

11 charges while

tos

and Moss who conveyed them

They were espec—
a monument, part

Yy in memory uncles and paridly 80 small an outlay of
money It is constructed of the best tlack granite rock and the work

manship upon it coudd not be better, so it naturally pleased the rel-
atives to come andsee what had been erected here to perpetuate the

memory ol thelr uncies and the past history of this
The only thing to regret is that they did not stay
gather all the details from that period. I ‘had Mr,

on that point

he

'6Y, being one of the twelve that came
dezad. (here are two now living of those

derson of Salina and Joln Cline of New

out everyvthing as

neighvorhood.

long enough to
T. Anderson

it was in

up from $alina to bury the
twelve men, namely, T. An-

Cambria, Kansgag,

It will be seen that we did all we cculd think of tc give
our ¥wisitors all the information and hosg .11ty that circumstances

would allow and it surely pleased

in pregenting me with a beautiful

esteem and appreciation of my labors in preserving

an

all

d their

supplant savagery and a wild and unproductive

greatest producing states in the Union,

w'tLJeTE annual FoT Oct.8th, 1914 and
4 a8 *w‘ﬁ *"h. C. Berry, president of the Society of

Wnile this souvenir has been presented tc

of monument and semi-centennial it is also

them wonderfully, which

gold headed cane

airgggles, hardships and death in order to have
land into
The cane was

the prese

e

indirectldv 3

ig attestd
ag a token of
{asi;u.\;,\_ \ i

the e&r?yAhistory

civilizatin
one of the
presented on
ntation ansech
old settlers.

ag scle promoter

pregent Lo
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tizens of Linccln for their generosity in dcnating the where-

—
—
(4]
o
e

withall that erected it. The citizens furnished the money and I fur

nished the work comnected with it., There were about 450 subscribers
n that monument and I have seen practically every one of them per-
aonally. so it will be easily understood that there is work 1o do in
gueh an ungertaking, and if you undertake something of this charac—

el r - SELE ol id - T T
ter you will 1‘11«& some small frye that will try to blull you out

e M
P ST 1ol B Wt s rYe hattl and +he
every way., I van across a rew such but T wen the battle and the
ane fryve--well that 1s another story.
This is penned down rather in detail. More could be said,

vut I think enough has been sald to answWer the purpose of encourage=
ment to others throughout Kansas to look around and see if some-
tring can be found that will be of interest to the community or the

seneral public at the present time or in the ruture. Kansas 1s rich
b e R i 4+

in historv. It is only a question of getting some one interested
in it to spend time and money to gather it tggether,
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