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{(Note

( Mote~

(Note

(2)

This survey begun in August of 1874 in southwest Kansas, by Captain
Short, Captain Abram Cutler and Captain L. A. Thrasher, was finished by
the latter in early March, 1875. This marked the completion of surveys
of all government lands in Kansas including the boundary line between
Fansas and Colorado surveyed in 1873.

3, Rept.to Sec.Int.from Com'r Gen.Land Off, 1873-4.Vdl.l,p.8, 93, 98. 514
. R it " " n n ", 1875, Dp.4,8,30,39,40,93,98,210-4
These include names of .contractors, cost, mileage, number of plats )

It was found from statements of Captain Short's family that he had

yeen

Ehﬁ; of the first professional surveyors engaged in the first surveys of

county and township lines of northeast Kansaa. Thistbegan on the Missou-

ri river on the base line between Kansas and EEbraské?:izethe west line
of Marshall county, south to the Kaw river, east to Wyandotte, thence
along the Missouri to the initial point. These surveys began after the

legislature had established the counties, in 1855.

In Mareh of 1855, Capﬁ@n Short started for Texas, but met friends
at St. Louis and came with them to Kansas, under promise of a position
as compassman by a governmant contractor. He was but twenty-two years
old then, but he became identified with the free-state party. During
the troubles of 1855 and 1856, he had many narrow escapes from rabid
pro-slevery men during his surveying. He was engaged on the frontiers
of m& Kansas for ninézteen years, except for the time he wes editor and
owner of the "SQuatter Sovereign® in 1857-8, then a free-state papers
He sold this to John A. Martin of Atchison on Feb. 11, 1858, and he chang-
ed the name to " Freedom's Champion ", the first edition of which was dat-
ed February 20.‘ Captain Short's valédictory appeared then, in which he
stated that his ill health induced him to sells He was a member of the
Atchison city counecil in Mareh, 1858, hut moved to Leavenworth in 1860,
and to Lawrence in 1865-4

4,.Agr.Rept. 1877-8,p.105; Andreas, p. 375, 378; Biog. Sc.Bk, 8, Vol.9,
p. 183, 191-193; TFreedom's Champiog,Feb. 20,1858; Squatter Soveraign,
Dec. 5, 1857; MNeade Globe-News, Aug. 21, 28, 1924, )

It has not been possible to trace all the fields of Captain Short's
surveys in the time allotted for this artiele. It the archives he is
first found as a contractor in August, 1864, called "Deputy U. S. Sur-
veyor, and was loaned a tent and six rifles for a pagty of six men, but

'y . 5
his location was not named.
5, (Jour. Office Work, Surv.Cen. Kan., p. 82, Arch.Bept. )
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fere 7 :
) flrritorial surveysXonly briefly covered. Lo » (Voled,p.298;
(Note 7,His.Col. Vol. 7, p. 318; Vol. 8, D.4=3,78; 77; Vol. 17, p. 4797 X
" Tield Notes ", Vol.l, No. 2, 190% ;- pam.by He A.Rowland. McPherson. )

In 1869 he was engaged in surveys in Cowley and Sumner counties with
Henry C. F. | in early 1870 took field worl
in counties of Wallace and Kearny, and may have continued in the western
counties with lir, Hackbusch who ompleted his contracts in June 1874
and was sent to survey in the Indian Territory.

I'ne surveyor general of Hansas, C, W, Babecock,

~-vey for more government lands in Kansas than had hitherto been subdivided
and sectionized in one year, On July 8, 1874, 0. F. Short and A. Cutler
signed contract Wo. 382, and the firm of Steele,

had contraet No. 381, in which Harmon Scott of

cost of Short and Cutler amounted to $9,677.92, for 1,055 miles of section
lines. The other firm surveyed 920 miles of section lines, at a cost of
9,117.55, Captain L. A. Thrasher's party finished the contract of Short
and Cutler, and finished up all townships in the soukthwest corner of the
6
state, in Ranges 41 and 42.
6,-Taw.Trib,,Nov. 19, 1874; Rept. Int. Dept, & Com'r Gen,Land Of .ic » X875,
PP . 210, 212=-214, which ineludes record of other contractor )

The plats and field notes of these surveys are in the state auditor's

vault at Topeka. A hasty exzmination of these for this period, revealed no

f the no mention of it.

mention of a halt in work by reason Ssacre,

Strange to say, the plats are signed by Cutler as if completed in 1875, al=

though he returned to Lawrence on Sep. 2, 1874. There was no mention of

the massacre in the reports of the general land office commissioner. No
connected history of government surveys in Kansas has ever beehwritten. It
must be dug out from federal reports, and the records in the auditor's of-
fice, a laborious task which would require years to complete thoroughlys

The surveys of Indian lands have beeywritten about ané, but the early
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(4 )

Three government surveying parties made their geneﬁ% camp near Lone
Tree camp in August of 1874, for mutual safety. They were divided inte
three parties of six men eackh, with four others detailed for ceamp duty.
Cept. O. F. Short ranked as leader, and preceded the others in marking
out the township lines, This meant that he was to be away from camp for
six days. Capt. L. A. Thrasher and Capt. Abram Cutler returned each
night with their men whose duties were to mark ##e out the section lines.
This was at a time when the Osages were attacking hunters and settlers
in southern Kansas from Sumner county westward, apd the Cheyennes were
out on the war path from the Smoky Hill nmnnxx;xfiim Wallace county to
the x® Indian territory. Theseasurveyors had no military protection but

seemed to have been well armed. . . . .
{ Note 8, Adj. Gen. Redts,1873-4, p. 5-35; ami 1875. p. 3-74. )

Captain Oliver Francis Shirt was born in Ohie, July 9, 1833, son of
One of them said to be of Dutch extractions
Revs Daniel Short and Diane (Petefish) Short of Virginiaef{ After a short
residence in Ohic, they moved to Illinois where on lMay 15, 1857 Captain
Short married Frances Celia Ann Catlin of Springfield. He sedrved under
every surveyor general of Xansas from John ©alhoun to €. W. Bancocks Thie

survey was to have been his last, as he expected to make the last pay-

ment on his farm and retire for rest of his life.

Mrs. Short accompanied Captain Short in the field during 1863, having
been advised to live out doors for her health. ©She acted as flagman for
four months and was paid a man's wages. She road over 1,600 miles on her
mus tang pony or the surveyors wagon, on the north and western frontiers
of Kansas, and from the Mebraska line to the Dakotah line. She slept on
the ground with a saddle for a pillow, swam the “epublican and Platte

rivers, and chased buffalo with the men. Many Indians were seen, with
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A

[ 5)

whom Captain Short and his wife were friendlys Once while ten Cheyennes
visited their camp after a hard battle with Sioux, Mrs. Short was a&lone in
camp With the cook. Bhe gave orders to feed them coffeg,bacon and bread, and

helped serve them. At another time she gave her own blanket to protect a pap-

pocse from cold, She alsoc nursed & squaw for three days and prepared her body
for buriale In no way did Captain Short and his wife deserve the revengeful

spirit of the Indians against all surveyors.

ve. children were born to these pioneers, Harold.G.3;.Daniel Truman, Sher=

man H., O. F. Jr., and Celia Metalla. Sherman died at the age of ten. Daniel
T. was best known as Truman, and was born of the farm near Lawrence on July

10, 1860. This was his third season in the field wigh his father and the first

e

time he had acted as flagman, he and Harold having worked as chai n during
the summer vacations. Trumen was three-fourths of a mile in advance of his
father when he set his last flag, which remained there for weeks. He was well
armed and rode back to the aid of his fathery instead of escaping back to the
camp. This was proven by his cartridge shells lying thieck on the trail. His
gun held sixteen cartridges and he was an expert merksman. His horse was stolen
by the Indians.

Harold Short was very reluctant to have Truman go out without him on that
fatal day, but under his father's orders he stayed in camp to harmonize somne
camp troubles. Harold was born at Atchison, Sep. 17, 1858, After the kilifﬁg
of his father and younger brother, he returned to the university, but was un-
able to graduate, having to help support younger menbers of the family. Since
1885 he has been a resident of Leavenworth where he still conducts the oldest
abstract business in the countys. *e has been & member or chairman of the
board of county commissioners since 1904, h{s present term ending in 1933, then
rounding out a service of twenty-nine yearaj =
Note 9, TWiog.Clips,Sh-81,Vol.9,p.183,191; Biog.Rec.Yeav.Doug.& ¥ran.Co®s,1899,

p. 5634 Direc.Leav.Co.,1926, p.247; Hist.Leav.Co0.,1921,p.189,530; H. C.
Short statement 1931; U.S.Biog.Dic,Kan.;1879,biog.Ly Speer, p.l07-110 )
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James Shaw who was fifty-one years old, had come to Lawrence in 1866,

and had a farm near there. His widow liwed with her daughter lMrs. Joel 8.

White after the masacre. Both Captain Short and James Shaw had provided

Tfor life insurance policies for their wives Just before their last survey.

T A7 g . (S L L N - 3
J« Allen Shaw, aged ssdx . sbout seventeen, had been a newspaper carrier

. the Lawrence Tribume, on the south route.

el

Sep. 26, 1907; Adj. Gen. Rept. 187344, p. 20,21,34,

Lawrence lribe. Sep. 3, Nov. 19, 1874; Ileade Globe, Aug. 9,30,

for

&

Harry C. Jones, one of the surveyors 8lain, was a nephew of Abram Cut-

ler, with whom he lived when not in the field work. His parents lived in

10

nochester, N. Y., but he was buried in Lawrence.
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The maﬁgcre of Capt. Dliver F. Short and his men on Aug. 24, 1874,

The facts here recorded have been obtained m&inly from stetements of Irs.

Short, the widow; from Mrs. Mary A. Brown: of Plains, the sister of Cap-
ey

tain Short; [from Harold C. Short, his son who happened to remain in camp

(=

on the fatal day. Their accounts sre supplemented by official records of
the adjutant general and the governor, and statements of surviving sur-
Veyors as foup@ﬁin Lawrence papers. The location of the last stone set by
(from

Capt. Short, wa5¥ﬁeade county records, and government reports supplied the
details of contracts and mileage of the surveys.

C. W. Babcock, surveyor general of Kansas, office at Lawrence, let
the contracts on July 8, 1874 for survey of a large scope of lands south-
west of Dodge, to Captain Short and his partner, Abrem Cutler both of
long residence in Lawrences Another contract was let to Captain ILuther A.

dncluding

Thrasher ejmupartnersg.)\ Harmon Scott, both of Iola. The latter was a bro-
ther of John W. Scott, and uncle of Charles F. Scott of Iola.

The surveying expgdition was formed zat Lawrence, where more youhg men

bac out

had expected to join, bupﬁh;teflkhe Osages killed some settlers and hunters
in southern Kansas. Captain Short left Lawrence on July 29th for Wichita
where he bought oxen and some equipment, and was joined at Dodge City on
Aug. 4th, by his two sons, James Shaw and son, J. H. Keuchler, Harry Jones,
Fleming Duncan, Frank Blackridge, William and Richard Douglass, and Captain
Abram Cutler, They were joined by Captain Thrasheér and others and all left
for the field on August 10th. The general camp force consisted of 22 men,
18 for field work, four for camp duty. The location of the field in general
being 40 miles south and 20 miles west of Dodge City, camp near Crooked Creeke
It had beenagreed that if any of this force were attacked by Indians, they
should set fire to the grass as a signal to the others. Unfortunately all the

grass had e#® been burned off in the vicinity of the messacre.
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Captain Short's last letter to his wife was written from % Crooked

Creek ", on Aug. 16, 1874, with post scripts added: on the 22n& and 23d
(Sunda&). He wrote that water had been secarce, but on Saturday, 16th he
had found a marsh and excellent spring water. They had been fighting
prairie fires to save the grass for their cattle. His force returned on
Saturday, 22nd, from a weeks exterior township work, finding plenty of
water, grass, springs, and stones for the markers. He had driven his pump
at the camp, and it brought up cool water. He wrote until dark, and sent
his letter Sunday morning by huntere returning from Adobe Walls. Trumen
Short had also written to his mother but it wes mislaid somehow, and did
not reach her. Mrs. Mary A. Brown stated that this letter was written
(neaxr

at the main camp near the Lone Treegﬂ'the line of section four, She gave
a2t Odee Grove

the whole story of the masacre at a meeting of old settlers,j Aug. 28,1907,

This grove in which the meeting was held, belonged to the Petefish family
who were related to Captain Shorte One branch of the Adobe Walls road
passed east of Crooked Creek, and near the campe.

After the unters left on Sunday, the surveyors washed their clothes,
this humble duty being done by Captain Short for himself and his sons.
After dinner he joined in the camp singing of hymns, and he read passages
from his testamentsin the original Greek, which he had carried with him
ever since he won his diploms& as a student in classics at Weslyan College
in Bloomington, Ill. On Monday morning, the three divisions of the sur-
vey separated, Captain Thrasher was to run the section lines north and east,
Captain Cutler was to work south-east. Captain Short left after dinner to
run the exterior lines of township 33, Range 28 in leade county and was ex-
Pected to be away from camp for the whole week. His party had reached the
south-west corner of the township, then they went about eEsst a half mile
northyg of a stream known later as Short's Creek. Here were discovered the

first blood signs, where it is believed that Captain Short was the first
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to be shot. The surviving surveyors surmised that, from the fact that he
being a seasoned plainsman,would have directed a defense from the shelter
of the wagon, but he was evidently aumbushed by Indians from the!'ravinca .
The surveyors made a running fight from the wsgon, urging the oxen on back
to the camp. As each man was killed, his body was laid in the wagon, until
almost within sight of the camp, the last man killed was supposed to be
James Shaw, Sr., as indicated by tracks made by the irons on his boot heels.
The victims and the empty wagon, were found on sSection 20;:;#356.58, near
ncon of Wedneaday, Aug. 26th, by Captain Thrasher's division. His men had
finished setting a stone on the cotner of section 23. One Crist {C8isBy ?)
was the first to see the wagon, and notified Captain Thrasher who assenbled
other surveyors, including Richard Douglass, 5. W/ .Howe, ... Woolens,
and two chainmene They armed themselves, unhitched their oxen and drove
them ahead to the empty wagon. They found the bodies of Captain Short and
his men laid #n a row on the ground beside the wagon. The oxen were dead in

their yokes, still hitched to the wagon, with their hind gquarters cut off.
8 iy s

s 4

aptain

The camp dog was dead beside its master;:"ﬁhott, Truna@j i Jones had been

scalped, and the heads of two others crushed in. The pockets of all were
turned inside out. There were 28 bullet holes in the wagon, and eight bud=
lets were found in the water wagon. It was learned later that the Indians
hed carried off their own dead and wounded. The bodies of all the men were
carefully examined, placed in Short's wagon, and hauled back to the camp,
where Harold C, Short witnessed the return of his father and brother.

near sundown,

Al the bodies were buriedﬁabout 100 yards southeast of the Lone Tree,
in one long grave three feet deep, tent cloth being used for their shrouds.
For future identification, initials were carved on rough stones placed at
the head of each meme Then Captain Thrasher, Douglass and others rode back
to trace the line of attacks. On the trail they found water kegs, mess kit

ipment thrown out to make room #me in the wagon for the dead.

=

and other equ
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The trail led from the wagon back to the point of first attack, three and
one half miles, and blank cartridge cases lay thick along the route, which
indicated a desperate.fight. The next morning, hunters passing the camp
reported that ¥hey had seen a band of Indians 15 to 20 miles west of the
camp, and after they were well ou::aight, the hunters examined their camp
finding Short's compass, chains and papers, and arrows showing that they

were Cheyennes. It was learned later that several of the Chayenne braves

o

had been killed in the fight, and that Truman Short's black Horse had been

found in the camp of Chief Medicine Water in the Indian territory. These

Indians had been angered by the military order which sent 300 soldiers from

Fort Dodge to drive the Cheyennea back to their reservation. These soldiers

had passed by the camp of Captain Short and he asked for a small detail to

act as scouts. He was informed that they had no orders to comply with his
request, and that there were no Indians about there. However they were in
the rear of the troops and took vengeance on the surveyors who were outnum-
bered four to one at least. They retreated to their camp about 100 miles
west of Camp Supply. Their agent, John D. Miles promisged his efforts to
bring them to justice. A squaw called Mochin admitted to Mrs. Short after-
ward while she and some of her tribe were imprisoned at Fort Leavenworth,
that she had been with the Cheyemnes who killed Captain Short's party,

and also had taken part in the massacre of the John German family September

1874, on the north fork of the Smoky Hill river. Some of the chiefs who

tookr part in these massacres were sent to 2 Floride prison afterward.

( lgn_;te_ll. Adj .Gen.Rept.1875~4,0.20.81,34; Biog.Clips sn-m,vg.gi p.183,191;
Bio.Rec.Leav.Doug.&Fran.Co's,p.3635 Dir.Leav.Co.p,64,247; Hist.“eav. 0.,
1921,p4189,530; Hist+C0lsV0l.17,De255,263,266; U.S.Bio.Dic,187p,p.107-110;

Meade Co.Globe,Aug.23,30, Sep.26,1907; Meade Ghobe-Yews, June 19,26, Jul.lO,

Aug. 21,24, 1924,

However the punishment of the Indians was short lived. Many years later
Chief Yellow Horse began to bogst of his prowess din the Short massacre to
H. C. Perkins of Topeka, then temporarily in the territory. He stopped
short when he found that Mr. Perkins knew all about it, fearing that he might

inform government officials about him.
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Captain Thrasher who was not only second in command of the surveying

party, but was the senior contractor, naturally took charge temporarily, but

all the surveyors left the camp on Aug. 27th and assenbled at Dodge City
to await reinforcementnin numbers, equipment and arms. The reorganization
wae accomplished at Dodge by Captain Thrasher, who took over the contract
of Captain Short, at Mrs. Short's requeste Captain Cutler rebigned, not
being willing to continue unless he was given supremacy over Capt.Thrasher.
That Mrs,., Short acted wisely will be shown by the successful mz nner in
which Captain Thrasher pushed forward the survey to completion under the
discouraging trials of the severe winter of 1874 and 1875, which will be
related further on.in this account,

It will be seen that Mrs. Short kept. in touch with all affairs in
connection with the massacre. TFrom John D. Miles, agent of the Cheyenmes,
she learned on Jan. 4, 1875, that the surveyors were killed by Southern
Cheyennes, led by Medicine Water, Bear Heart, Little Shield, Chief Killer,
and 18 others. The last three named were at this time in close confinement
atl the Cheyemme agency, awaiting trial by a military commission. The agent
believed them to be the same band which killed the German familye. Medicine
Water's band had surrendered on Dec. 20, 1874.

It was determined by lMrs. Short that all the murdered surveyors should
be disinterred and removed to their homes at the same time. In this she

“and
had the help of Gen. John Pope of Fort Leavenworthzﬁg C.» W. Babcock, the
surveyor general of Kansas, Adcordingly, Richard Douglass, the surveyor,
and others left Lawrence with six caskets on Jan. 20, 1875, and arrived at
Dodge City on the 26ths There they given a military escort to Lone Tree
on lot No.ll9

camp and return. Captain Short and son Trumen were buried)at Mount Muncie
‘on_February 6th. A

cemetery, at Leavenworth, their former homefl James and Allen Shaw, and H. C.

Jone® were buried at Oak Hill cemetery in Lawrence. John H. Keuchler's
32

body: was sent to his father, Doctor Keuchder of Springfield, Il1.

{ Notel2, Law. Western Jour.,Jan. 28, Feb. & , X875.
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Irs. Celia Catlin Short, as administratrix of her husband'a estate,
filed a claim against the government, of $10.000 for loes of the lives of
her husband and son. Captain Thrasher jddned her in a claim for loss of
propertyntaken from the surveyors. The elaims were reported adversely in
1876 and 1878, although they were endorsed by J. D. lMiles, Cheyenne agent,
by the U. 5. Com'r of Ihdian Affairs, by Enoch Hoag, Cent. Supt. Indian
Affairs at ;awrence, and by C. W. Babcock, surveyor general of Eansas.
Gov., Th mas;ésborn was very active im pushing her cleim alsoc. OSome years
afterward, she was allowed éqgoeo. Sometime before 1899, she was married
to D. C. Hawthorne of Leavenworth. They moved to Grand Jun tiin, Colorado,
whereshe died on May 22, 1912, and was buried at Leavenworth.kk
( Note 13, Archives, Gov. Osborn, Letter Impr. Book, 1875-77. No. 6,

pp. 24, 40, 281; Poores Desc.Cat.,Gov.Pubs, 1774- 1552..;;.1070- '

44th Cong. 1bt Sess., Vol.2, No.421,422, 423. ¢f House Reports.,
and statement of H. C. Short, 1931 ;) Biog.Dir.Leav.Doug.& Fran. Co,p.363~-4)

1 ar [ i e - ) .

The record of Mrs. Short s devotion to her husband's work, the completion
of the work by Captain Thrasher, and the yellow streak of a few of the sur-
veyors, wag:all unfolded after perusal of Manuscripts and newspapers now in

the #8 custody of the Historical Bociety. Five years after the massacre,

Capt. Abram Cutler wrote to a former associate justice of the supreme court

explaining his reason for resigning from the surveyibg work. He returned

i

own Qavision,

to Lawrence on Sep. 2, 1874, accompanied by Frank Black¥idgse,Fleming (Clem)

Dunca_?\an, Harry C. Short whose mother and younger mermbers of the family

needed him, cas he was their only means of support.
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ion of the

Abram Cutler, aged forty-four, leader of the third div
surveyors of Lone iree camp, was one of the colonists from Massachusetts in

1855, He had a creditable record as a freestate militiaman, and Union

nee Stubbs", a militia company which de-

goldier. He was one of
fended Lawrernce and took part in the battles of Franklin and Hickory Peint

in Jefferson county. He was imprisoned at Lecompton for so-called treason

« In 1857 he was ceptain of a ny of voluntiers

for the latter

"1 3 + i - 1 Thall - % w ot & R a ity I,.eanx
enrolled to protect the ballot box at Delaware City, Lea

inal muster roll he was recorded as aged 25, born in New York,

but coming to sansas from massachusetts. Out of the 34 members, 16 otaer

Cutler. He was a member of the wa

nen were older than Capta
cormmittee of the free-sta te legislature at Topeka, January 6, 1857, and
sergeant-at-arms of the council, special @ession Decs 7-17, 1857, also ir

lar session of Topeka, Jan. 7, 1858,

In 1859 he went to Colorado; (Kansas Terr., with other Lawrence men,

one of the incorporators of a townsite called Arapahoe

county, chartered by the Kansas

ure of 1860.

of Douglas county, 1860, records him as aged 30, born in liassachusetts, &

or living at the hotel of Nathen Stone, with

Wr. Cutler was one of the claimants for losses in the troubles, 1855-6.

In 1861, he was assistant adjutant of Gen. J. H. Lane's. His name appears

i

as a private in Co. F.; 3rd Kan. Vols, enlisting on 1861, also in

Co. I, 10th Kan., Vols. of which Wm. C: Jones w pt. July 24, 1861, but

became captain of new @o. B, 1@th Regt, one year later. Cutler was dis-

from Co. & to accept promotion in the 2nd lowa Vols, date unknown.

He returned to Lawrence, snd for reasons was taken in partnership

with Captain Short in July, 1874. He gave out some news of the surveyors

August 7th, to Law He returned to Lawrence

of Colorado g attracted him la
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and his man gave out news that Captain Thrash-
g E

y ef the Short

had seen Indians lurking in the wiecir

to a Kansas

nrove

would tolerate no insubordination in time of perils

< 14
;:ro:?\ered story or Nr. Cutler's letter were ever published.
Rept.l862-5, p.368; Andreas,p.334,c0l.2; 1g
204,293; Auditor's Hept, orig.,1860;
3 or‘i';.r:ss.Borstm; Census u,ug‘.(’o 1859 hives;
Census Doug.Co0.,;1860,p. &4, line £6; in
Cutler orig. le veult, Biog.C.,HNo.1. oate Jan.30, 1879;

His.3o0c.Coll.

LY I
ol . 182, p«225,827, Vol.4, p.582; Vol
Vol.l0 Vol Sy

«Ii, pe2éd; NVeli 13,

Kan, 1860,
irence Liribune cts 29, 18%4.
7+ Western Home Jour.,Sep. 3, 1874. )

particulars were obtained in

or 11‘];_1

of the survey
B Bs B 865 to 1875. They prece-
ded Cagptain er 8 arrival by a few days. ed for business

in a few for continuance of the survey .

A true account meestmst

Iribune of Nov. 19, 1874, taking one and o half 11 s of space. For
of the survivor's 111 ; e edi 1l declared that former

mentioned,
reported by

re “grossly inacurate"

nerd \Dick) Douglass and Frank . lheir accounts disproved the

Thrasher's party had seen the Indians. A life long friend of Cap-

Thrasher, ssaid that had he known that Indians were near Captain

he would have cone = i
par tyy he would have gone to g0 alone. On its re-

and Douglass recov-

oXen

ered them from 18 to 20 miles away. Thej finally
L A v

There they waited for reorganizat

about 15 miles west and 12 n orth of Lone Tyee,
the Cimarron, reached Dodge on October 9th,
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s to Tind Tour

blizzard of Nov. 27ths He 1 ied ir
i P o+ , 5 P i
LOLN1INg ana 1Ireisil sul " 7 TS
Short informed , and she reported 88 of the work for the benefit of

whi ch

co-partner 0. L. Short, is worthy

e Erab
stern

Captain Thrasher had begun the reorganization of

on Sep. 1; 1874, g8 will

Xettex 1 found

W Governor T: A.:0sborn,

excellency if
Very respectfully yours,
L. A. Thrasher, "=

4

The adjutant general wired to the Santa Fe agent at Dodge City to de-

liver a ease of ten guns and 1000 cartrages. He was also furnished s guard
of soldiers from Fort Dodge for a short time. The f G 0
Crawford ade I to Governor Ysborn to send guns at once to Cap=

er, be returned at once. In %I
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a | compelle 0 go into camp on Jec. X4 of an
thi a hard e grail cr the cattle gave on Jan.

stolen b il al: at t time of the masacre ] Pe LYy, alid -
assumed that the ate would nmot hold him I onsible for then. e 1
= Aoy : i 3o o e s awn B DantiEs
two unused boxes of cartridses, He sBlgned nimserl &as Depus
-
16
B. 8. Surveyor ". He returned to his home in l10i& 10 el .
by 4 1 1y
., 1874
\ ¥Yote 16 ’ 3 »

ed the most of all st in X . Al me.s-
a8 survevors by Chevennes, occured Mar. 19, 1873. Capt. ndgar
1illed miles soutl £ the Oom=-
N. Deming and hies three men killed miles soulh of the Uop

about three townships west of Alva, COkla. One of the

relgtion to Cap

.
@

8 were removeds many years aflcr.

{ Note.l7, Archives,
Report Adj.Gen, printed, ¢
Hept. Sec. Int.,& Land Comr, U
Jiog.8cr.Book, Dey Volils L
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I S
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o o -
(el L s A }" - -
of the ¢l h Pt T 1 8 I pal e i id t
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+ + 1 ) 1372 m 1 %
LT 1872 1873, ne fol € his g rament 3% 4
and hi § €O e elect indemnity schocl lands in

1877-8,
For twenty-twe years or more, except during President Cleveland's

term, he was engaged as an internal revenue agent for the United

States treasury department. He was appointed from Douglas county,
Derfor 11y 1 asglgned at San ¥ranclsco, 1882, His son Luther
« Thi er (Lute), we ppointed Ir ot. Louls 1n 1893, as cler]

nt 1 rvice, belng last employe t 8 Fr i her
Y Ci nt a omind £ icide on August 28, 1901 The
famil E £ Tola y K ou 18081 ¢ T ¢ o 1re coast
i st, San Francisco ) ington, ¢ oni St. Lou
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¥r. Bzra Delos Smith, a liesde county picneer
orical Society, furnished explicit information to

4 £

secretary, as to the location of the masacre of t}

1911, he wrote of the masacre dn 1873 of Deming, Danizl Short and

which had been cunfused

tWo other U. 8. surveyors in the

with the Short massaecre of 1874. fig then added this authentic record of

of Short,

veyor

" Certified copies of surveyor

county,

now on file in the office
have the following notes?

¥ South between sections 31 and 36 at 17 chaina,

o Short's men when attacked and

one fourth section cormert.

was

corner was set by

last work he did, and the attack began there.

mileg [0 4 Y
or at 1 no fur-

/i
camps

line between ranges 28 and 29.

Ifr. Moses Black, who

reference to who held the office,

Mr. Short."'[ He was county surveyor in 1
\later county treas

e«

irer. ]
Again he wrote on Jan. 16,

" My former letter wmbdmw on the ing party was

.+eres. Pirst, I was using mocdern

camp as the lone tree. In that time, 1874,

known landmark in the valley north of where

place until lately as the lone

six miles an?then, as now, a large cote

tree stood beside a pond in the valley, and near a

was called the lone tree pond, and ne

t

quotation whieh * made in my fi

U. 5. Surveyor P finished the work after Short's death, is

L

in his field note book, being recerd of the line between Ra

€ ‘}Jg}l t

®

nd twenty-nine.
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first the of the tally pin dropped by Short's men, and later the
3 y ed 1 ‘hort nd hieh he e a

arks quoted in my first letter. orner i one ¢

8¢ :t T the n of section thirty-six in

shed, cattle anc
being the initisls of Nr
s 18 between fifteen and eighteen miles south of

own
due
ip thir-

before mentioned

on, and into the wagon the men got, and whipped the team north-east tow-

nty-eight. A Mrs, Brown came with her

being a gister of Mr. Short, the locality

. i T e 3 i 3 b Y o + - = o
0l ithe tragedy, and then wrote & history of

Mrs. Brown has now removed from the county ana I think

isgouris o...... Truly
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ag
as |

s +1- e + +lar wWer
;. Brown and B. D. Smith that there were

(%]
w

1t seems from accounts of M

two well known cottonwood trees

Lone Cottonwood spolen

nwood spoken of by Bil-

of by Mkrs. Brown: in her address, and the

lie Jobling in the lews a week or two, appear to have been two separate am

distinet trees. Moses Black [county surveyor]
Mrs. Brown: is still standing on the Jim McKinister place, and every one

who has gone down the valley knows the Tree. <The tree mentioned by Jobling

atood on the bank of the draw near Mulligan brick kilm, and was cut
24
down in the early 1880's. This known zs Lone Tree WL

{ fote, 24, ueade Globe, Sep. 26, 1907

R” OOR A - P
Hloses Black, Co.Surv, Agr.Rept. 1885-6, p. 363 )

&
=1

me to

iMr. E. D. 8mith's statements may be as authentic, but

wWas

have been mistaken as to Lone Tree, which all other

in section four. He was a pioneer setltler of liea county, Jan. 6, 1886.

he lived in a com=

He took up claim three miles southwest of Mieade

L

moditios sod house for many years. He was born FNov. 9, 1854, and died Feb.

alsoc a wyer, and editor of the Meade News 1 « He was a life mam-
ber of the Historical Society 1ich he wrote the story of his
uncle, Jedediah Strong .33:.-1th.‘_l_'z'.e‘jz\'v-."rls the trader and on the

H

fe road from 1818 to:Sep. 24, 1831, when he was killed by Comanches nea
present Fargo Springa,; Seward county. He had camped in 18 in a grove on

Crooked Creek near present Meade, and near a pool on the farm owned in

Lobe lews in 1€

=

by Wm. #arkle, according to lir. Smith's story in the

3mith was honored by a monument

in his memory, erected in Los Angeles by the Native Sons of Californis
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