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Negro League 288 Oregon-California Trail: See Oregon Trail
Nemaha County 175, 176, 179, 180, 184 Osage City (Osage Co.) 209
Neosho Rapids (Lyon Co.) 269 Osage County 171, 184
Neosho River 46, 47, 48, 137, 140, 141, 151, 159, 171 Osage Indians 47, 151, 152, 154, 158
Neosho River valley 172, 174, 175, 176, 177, 179, 181 Osage lands 56
Ness County 107, 112 Osage Mission (Neosho Co.) 151, 154, 155, 157, 160
Neuchatel (Nemaha Co.) 179 Osawatomie (Miami Co.) 175, 176, 177
Neutrality Act 80 Osorio, Pedro F. 212, 213, 214, 216
Nevada (Mo.) 209 Oswego (Labette Co.) 54, 158
New Deal 240-241, 245 Ott, Elizabeth Call 201, 247
New England Emigrant Aid Company 164, 170, 174, 175, 176, Ottawa County 181
178,179, 184 Ottawa University (Ottawa) 185
New Haven (Conn.) 175, 182 Owen’s Landing 134
New Mexico 172, 210 Oxford (Sumner Co.) 54
New Mexico Territory 160
New York 188; and Kansas settlement 166, 175 P
New York (N.Y.) 2,7, 16, 26, 44,45 Painter, David 266
New York Hat, The 4 Palmetto (Marshall Co.) 182
New York Yankees 16 Pan American Society 210
Newton, Amanda 201 Paola (Miami Co.) 173
Newton, High 265-266 Parker, Samuel 138
Newton, Mark 265 Parkman, Francis 138, 139
Newton, Mart 265 Parks, Emma 280, 284
Newton, R. M. 201, 265 Parrish, Edward E. 137, 139, 140, 141
3 Newton, Rachel 201, 265 Parrish, J. C. 28,29
el Nicodemus (Graham Co.) 270 Partisan Ranger Act 156
] N@ne Mile Creek 269 Patee, E. L. 275
{ Nineteenth Kansas Cavalry 103 Patterson, Sarah 202
b Ninnescah River 56 Patty, Mark 266
Y Noble Bros. Store (Hampton) 106 Pawnee County 107
A Noris, Kate 283, 286 Pawnee Creek 111, 112
Noris, Tom 283 Pawnee Fork 102, 107
North Carolina 273 Pawnee Indians 139
North Dakota 212 Pawnee River 109, 112
Norton County 232 Peach, John R. 234
Nye, Gerald P. 81 Peairs, H. B. 16
0 Peak, Kenneth J. 290
Peckham, J. P. 275
Oberlin (Decatur Co.) 39 Pecos River 116
Oberly, James W. 221 Peffer, William A. 97
O'Brien, Patrick G. 290 Peine, Mrs. Arthur 276
O’Daniel, W. Lee * Pappy 242 Pelley, William Dudley 238
Odell, Benjamin 204 Pendergast, Tom 210
Odell, Harney 266 Peniman, — — 266
Odell, L. D. 264-265 Pennsylvania 44; and Kansas settlement 180, 181
QOdell, Locke 266 Pensineau, Pascal 138
Odell, Minerva 204 “People of the New Frontier: Kansas Population Origins, 1865":
Ohio: and Kansas settlement 162, 169, 170, 179, 180 article by James R. Shortridge 162-185
Ohio River 167 People’s party 93; see also Populists
Ohio Settlements Road 137 Peppard, Sam 161
Oklahoma 16, 56, 247 Peredo, Luis A. 216
Olathe (Johnson Co.) 156 Perley, I. E. 204, 266
O’Mmgh]m, John 107-109, 112 Pershing, John J. 216
(Pottawatomie Co.) 179 Peterson, Carl J. 14
Onava ev.) 121 Peyton, Amanda 201, 204
117 Illinois Cavalry 109 Peyton, Dennis 204, 266
One Woman, The 4 Peyton, Martha 204
O’'Neal, Bill 124 Peyton, Philip 204
Onuf, Peter 5. 125 Peyton Creek 265
Order No. 11 158 Phenis, James H. 266
Oregon 85 Phenis, Solomon 266
Oregon Trail 172; in northeastern Kansas 133-143, map 142-143 Phenis Creek 266
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Phenis Mound 266 Primera Iglesia Bautista (Kansas City) 214 Bl
Philadelphia (Penn.) 40, 61, 175 Proctor, George D. 6 [
Phillips, Christopher 126 Promise to the Land: Essays on Rural Women: reviewed 289-290
Phillips County 31 Proslavery/Free-State conflict 2, 164, 165-166, 170, 174-175, 247;
Pilgrim Baptist Church (Manhattan) 280, 281 guerrillas in Kansas 144-161
Pillsbury, Josiah 277 Puerto Rico 209
Pink Rag (Topeka) 240 il
Pinkston, Dave 205
Pinkston, Mrs. Dave 205 Quantico Mariners 16
“Pioneer Experiences: The Memoir of Wilmot Benjamin Hull”; Quantrill, William C. 8, 155, 156, 158, 247
article edited by Jeffery Young 44-62 Quapaw Indians 17 |
Pioneer life: experiences of Wilmot Benjamin Hull 44-62; Quincy (1) 269 |
Mardin diaries 191-201, 248-261; photo 163 Quindaro (Wyandotte Co.) 8 1
Piqua (Ohio) 188 Quinn, Johnny 106
Fittsburgh (Penn.) 7
Place, Jennie Elizabeth: See Pratt, Jennie 41; photo 40 R
Plains Folk II: The Romance of the Landscape: reviewed 66-67 Railroading: memoir of Herman Collins 113-122
Platte Purchase 133 Ranches and ranching: Cottonwood Ranch, article on 37-43;
Platte River 137 diary on 248-261
Plymouth (Lyon Co.) 269 Randolph, Anna 204, 266
Politics: and GAR, article on 89-99; and Lend-Lease Act, article Randolph, Joseph V. 204, 205, 266
on 72-81; and Mexican Revolution 210-212 Ranney, William: painting by 140 !
Polk, Pres. James K. 134 Raton Pass (N.M.) 118; photo 119; sketch 114 !
Pomeroy, Samuel 175, 176 Ravenstein, E. G. 165, 166
Ponca City (Okla.) 16 Rawson, William 266
Pond Creek 108 Ray, William A. 266
Pond Creek Station 102 Raynesford, H. C. 104
Pony Express 143 Reconstruction 2, 3,4, 6, 8 |
Population: orgins, 1865, article on 162-185; graphs 168-169; Red Fork 60 |
maps 164, 171-174, 177-178, 180, 182-185; table 166-167 Red Legs 144, 148 |
Populists 93, 96-99, 226, 232, 242; see also People’s party Red River 60
Porter, Edwin S. 4 Reed, Clyde M. 235; and Lend-Lease Act 76, 78 |
Porter, Fitz-John 91 Reed, James A. 210, 212
Porter Hill Mill 155 Reed, William 150
Postville (I11.) 269 Rees, Edward H.: and Lend-Lease Act 74, 79
Potosi (Linn Co.) 156 Rees, William H. 140
Pottawatomie County 272 Reeve, Henry 266
Potter (Atchison Co.) 138 Reeve, J. W. 266
Powers, Ramon 127 Reighard, George 106
Prairie Springs (Brown Co.) 140 Reinhart, Benjamin Franklin: painting by 138 |
Prather, Enos 204, 266, 267 Republican party 12, 73, 76, 79, 81, 183, 226, 234, 235, 239, 240, |
Prather, John 204, 266 242; and GAR 89-99 |
Prather, Kirk 241 Reraill, — — 266 |
Prather, Rhoda 267 Reuter Organ Company (Lawrence) 231 !
Prather, Zeruah 204, 266 Reynolds, Billy 105
Pratt, Abraham: death 42; and family in Sheridan County, arti- Reynolds, James 160 1
cle on 37-43 Reynolds, Robert R. 78 I
Pratt, Elizabeth Fenton 38 Rhodes, — — 266 i
Pratt, Elsie 41; marriage 43 3 Rice, Carl V. 235 |
Pratt, George 40 Richardson, William P. 141 |
Pratt, Hilda 41, 43; photo 40 Richmond (Nemaha Co.) 136 |
Pratt, Jane 38 Richmond (Va.) 156 |
Pratt, Jennie 42 Ridge's Food 35
Pratt, John Fenton: and Cottonwood Ranch, article on 37-43; Riley County 272
death 42 Ritchie, ]. T. 275 |
Pratt, Sally: See Kirk, Sally “Roadside Business: Frank W. McDonald and the Origins of the |
Pratt, Sarah Ann 38 ‘Indian Village': article by Keith A. Sculle 15-25 i
Pratt, Tom 38, 39 Roberts, Pat 112 1.
Pratt Ranch: article on 37-43 Robidoux, Joseph 133 |
Prevailing Over Time: Ethnic Adjustment on the Kansas Prairie, Robinson, Charles 150, 170
1875-1925: reviewed 67-68 Rocky Mountains 154
Price, Sterling 158, 160_ Rogers, George E. 241 %
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Rogers, Jim 135 Shafer, David 267
Romigh, William S. 204 Shafer, Martin 267

Roosevelt, Pres. Franklin D. 234, 239; and Lend-Lease Act 72-81
Rosedale High School (Kansas City ) 15

Roy, John Baptiste 140
Roy’s Creek 140
al Brewing Com| (Kansas City) 210
ﬂm 1.E. T Z
Ruffner, Madge: See Collins, Madge Ruffner
Ruggles, R. M. 266
Runnymede (Harper Co.) 37, 38
Rush Center (Rush Co.) 106
Rush County 106, 107
Russell, Catherine 38
Russell, Phebe 32
Ryan, Thomas 92

S

Sac and Fox Indians 138, 139

Sager, Henrietta 137

Sager, Henry 137

Sager, Naomi 137

St. Benedict (Nemaha Co.) 179

St. John's Hospital (Leavenworth) 28

St. Joseph (Mo.): Oregon Trail from, article on 132-143

St. Louis (Mo.) 7, 40, 142, 167, 173

St. Margaret's Hospital (Kansas City) 28

Salina (é:.l.i.ne Co.) 240 -

Salt Creek 269

Salt Fork 60

Sanchez, Benito G. 213, 214

Sands, Richard 40

Sangamon River 269

Santa Fe (N. M.) 101, 114

Santa Fe Employees’ ine: page, photo 120

Santa Fe Trail 101, 108, 112, 133, 154, 157, 158, 160, 175

Saskatchewan (Canada) 45

Saul, Norman E. 221

Saunders, Allen 140

Saw Log Creek 103, 109, 111, 112

Sayler, Mrs. Ray 86, 87

Scarlet fever 29

Schaff's Branch 111

Schenck, W. L. 30

Schlesinger, Arthur M., Jr. 240

Schmidling, F. 204, 267

Schruben, Francis W.: note on 226; “The Wizard of Milford: Dr.
J. R. Brinkley and Brinkleyism,” article by 226-245

Sculle, Keith A.: note on 15; “Roadside Business: Frank W.
McDonald and the Origins of the ‘Indian Village',” article by
1525 - :

Shaft, Carolyn 204

Shaft, Jane Parker 204, 267

Shaft, Mary 204, 267

Shaft, William 204, 267

Shaft, William C. 204, 267

Shallenbarger, Nelson 204, 267

Sharp, William 219

Sharrer, G. Terry 127

Shaw, C. R. 267

Shaw, Glen 267

Shaw, Quincy 138, 139, 140

Shawnee, Lib: photo 21

Shawnee Indians 179

Shawneetown (Johnson Cao.) 156, 157

Sheep: ranching in Sheridan County 39-40, 41, 42, photo 42

Shelby (N.C.) 3

Shepard Church (Manhattan) 280, 281, 282, 286

Shepherd, Pete W.: 21; photos 17, 21

Sheppard, Morris 242

Sheridan, Philip 101, 102, 103, 106; sketch 108

Sheridan (Sheridan Co.) 108

Sheridan County: Cottonwood Ranch and ranching in, article
on 37-43

Sherman, H. A. 7-8

Shick, Jacob 268

Shillady, John R. 9

Shipstead, Henrik 81

Shockley, Dennis 235

Shoemaker Canyon 121

Short, Dewey 81

Shortridge, James R.: note on 162; “People of the New Frontier:
Kansas Population Origins, 1865," article by 162-185

Shreveport (La.) 60

Silver Creek 204, 267

Simmons, Michael T. 140

Simms, Eliza 272

Simms, Oliver 272, 285

Simons, W. C. 109, 110

Simpson, Carrie 7

Sinclair Oil Company 18-19, 22

Sinisi, Kyle 5.: note on 89; “Veterans as Political Activists: The
Kansas Grand Army of the Republic, 1880-1893,” article by
89-99

Sioux Indians 107

Sixth U. 5. Cavalry 106, 109

Sixty Million Acres: American Veterans and the Public Lands Before
the Civil War: reviewed 221-222

Skelton (Graham Co.) 40

Slate Creek 51, 60

Slatta, Richard W. 65

Slavery: See Proslavery /Free-State conflict

Second Methodist Episcopal Church (Manhattan) 276, 280 Sloan, E. R. 235

Selective Service Bill 80 Smallpox 29, 30

Seminole Indian War 134 Smith, Caron: note on 82; “Women's Land Army During World
Seminole Nation 176 War I,” article by 82-88

Seneca (Nemaha Co.) 136 Smith, Jerome B. 267

Sessions, Charles 7 Smith, Jim 60

Settler, Clara Elizabeth Irving 277, 284, 268 Smith, M. L. 11

Seventh U.S. Cavalry 102, 103 Smith, Molly 267

Severance (Doniphan Co.) 139 Smith, Wilda M. 289

304 Kansas HISTORY

www.kansasmemory.org/item/217226 ~ Page 4143/10918
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

9 R s


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

Kansas Memory

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

[In Progress] Kansas history: ajournal of the central plains

Smith, William 231, 234
Smith, William S. 267

Smith Creek 139

Smoky Hill Crossing 105
Smoky Hill River 102, 104, 112
Smoky Hill Trail 104

Snell, Joseph W. 124

Snoddy, Don 124

Snyder, Edd 267

Snyder, H. E. 267

Sociedad de Senoras y Senoritas “Hijas de Juarez” 212, 213
Socolofsky, Homer E, 127, 219
Solomon River 39, 40, 42
Soule, Gilbert 267

South Carolina 3; and Kansas settlement 165, 176
South Dakota 212

South Fork River 202, 205, 269
Soviet Union 78

Sowtell, Gertrude A. 12, 13
Spanish Fever 47
Spanish-American War 270
Sparks,Morris E. 113

Speak, Jack 267

Spotts, David L. 112

Spring River 48

Springfield (Mo.) 173

Staked Plains of Texas 109
Stanley, John Mix: painting by 132
Starnes, Roberta 279, 288

State of Kansas, ex. rel, S.M. Brewster v. L. M. Crawford ct al. 8
Steinach, Eugene 229, 244
Steward, Stephen 285

Stewart, Milton 90

Still, Albert 54

Still, John 54

Stitsworth, William 244

Stone, William J. 210, 212
Storrs, N. S. 205

Storrs Hotel (Emporia) 264
Stotler, Charles 204

Stotler, Jacob 204

Stotts, Ebenezer 267

Stotts, Zenas 267

Stout, Cyrus 205

Stout, James 205

Stout, Malon 205

Stowe, Harriet Beecher 3
Stranger Creek 138

Studley (Sheridan Co.): British in 38-43
Sublette, Andrew 142
Sullivan, Peggy 219

Sully, Alfred 103

Sumner County 56
Sutherland, O. M. 267
Swallow, ]. R. 267

Swedes: in Kansas 179
Sweeney, Martin L. 81

Swift and Company 209

T

T'Vault, William 138
Table Creek 138

INDEX 305

Taft, Robert A. 78, 81 i
Taggart, Joseph 12 !
Tait, Arthur Fitzwilliam: paintings by 134, 135 i
Taos (N.M.) 209
Taylor, Anna: See Hull, Anna Taylor
Taylor, Frank 57-59
Taylor, James 38, 39 il
Taylor, Samuel Columbus 61, 62
Te-Pee Junction (Lawrence) 24
Ten Mile Branch 143
Tennessee: and Kansas settlement 166, 174, 273
Tenth U.S. Cavalry 111
Tetherow, Solomon 138
Texas 154, 156, 160, 161, 173, 210, 273
Texas Fever 47
Thomas, Abraham Lincoln 272 é
Thomas, Amanda 272 |
Thomas, B. 272 |
Thomas, Edom 272, 280, 285 i
Thomas, Edwin 283 i
Thomas, Emma 283 {
Thomas, J. §. 272, 285 1
Thomas, M. 272 1
Thomas, Richard 285 !
Thomas, Sarah E. 28
Thomas family 272
Thompson, Orville 205, 266, 267
Thompson, William H. 210, 212
Thornton, Abner A. 267
Thornton, G. W. 267
Thorpe, Jim 16
Thrailkill, William 150
Toledo (Lyon-Chase co.) 202, 205, 269
Topeka (Shawnee Co.) 14, 18, 29, 31, 96, 98, 99, 103, 122, 172,
175, 176, 177, 184, 234, 243, 270, 279
Tourtillott, Jane Gould 28
Townsend Plan 234
Trading Post (Linn Co.) 160
Trapp, Charley 240
Troh, — — 267
Troy (Doniphan Co.) 139
Turnbull, Hector 7
Turtle, Frederick 40; family, photo 43; store, photo 43
Turtle, Howard 40
Tuttle Creek Reservoir 142
Twell, Norman 40
Twilleger, — — 267
Twin Mounds (Douglas Co.) 269

U

“Uncle Dick”: Santa Fe engine 114; photo 120
Uncle Tom's Cabin 3 |
Union Mexican “Benito Juarez” 212, 213, 214, 218 =
Union Pacific Railway 40, 101

United States Army Corps of Engineers 243

United States Congress 84, 133, 170; and Lend-Lease Act 73-81
United States Crop Corps 84

United States Department of Agriculture 82, 84 4
United States Employment Service 84 il
United States Extension Service 84, 86, 87, 88

United States House of Representatives: and Lend-Lease Act 73-81
United States Navy 78
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Wadkins, — — 268

Walker, Jack D. 244

Walnut Creek 101, 102, 104, 106-107, 137, 140

Walnut Creek Crossing 112

Walnut River 51

Walnut River valley 174

Walsh, David 1. 78

Walthall, Henry B. 4

Wareham Opera House (Manhattan) 279

Wareham Theater (Manhattan) 288

Warner, Glenn “Pop” 16

Wars of Peggy Hull, The: The Life and Times of a War Correspondent:
reviewed 289

Washburn University (Topeka) 184

Washington, Booker T. 7, 8

Washington (D.C.) 183-184

Washington County 179, 272

Washita, Battle of 103

Washita River 103

Watie, Stand 154, 156; photo 153

Watson, Anna 205

Watson, Hannah 205

Watson, John Hampton 204, 205, 268

Watson, Mary Jane 205, 268

Watson, Thomas Coke 205, 268

Waynesville (IlL) 246, 269

“‘We All Seem Like Brothers and Sisters": The African-American
Community in Manhattan, Kansas, 1865-1940": article by
Nupur Chaudhuri 270-288

We Took the Train: reviewed 123-124

Kansas Memory HISTORICAL
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United States Postal Department 101 Weatherford (Tex.) 60
United States Senate 96, 97, 242; and Lend-Lease Act 73-81 Weaver, Mick 268
United States Senate Foreign Relations Committee 212 Webb, Leland 96, 97
United States Supreme Court 2 Weller, Louis 19, 20, 21; photo 17
University of Kansas (Lawrence) 22, 23 Wellington (Sumner Co.) 54
University of Kansas College of Health Science 244 Wentworth, A. P. 205, 268
Urbina, Juan M. 214 Wentworth, Esther 205
Urbina, Manuel A. 213-214 Wentworth, John 205, 268
Werner, Morris: “Blazing a Trail to Oregon: Jumping-Off at St.
Vv Joe,” article by 132-143; note on 133
Van Eman, ]. H. 32 Wesley, George 280
Van Zile Hall (Manhattan) 279 Western Christian College (Ottumwa) 185
Vandenberg, Arthur H. 81 Western Veteran 97-99
Vanhomn, Owen 263, 267-268 Weston (Mo.) 133, 171, 246
Vaughan, Jim 157 Westport (Mo.) 114, 133
Veracruz (Mexico) 210, 211, 212 Waestport Road 134
Verdigris River 60, 151, 263, 269 Wetmore University (Wetmore) 185
Verdigris River valley 172, 174, 181 Wharton, Clifton: on Oregon Trail 135, 136, 138, 141
Vermont: and Kansas settlement 166 What Kansas Means to Me: Twentieth-Century Writers on the
“Veterans as Political Activists: The Kansas Grand Army of the Sunflower State: reviewed 127
Republic, 1880-1893": article by Kyle S. Sinisi 89-99 White, Sarah 103
Victoria (Ellis Co.) 37, 38 White, W. H. 280
Villa, Francisco “Pancho” 210, 215, 216 White, William Allen 12, 89, 164, 231, 238, 268
Villard, Oswald Garrison 7 Whitehead, Fred 63
Virginia: and Kansas settlement 166, 273 Whitman, Marcus 137, 138
Voronoff, Serge 229, 244 Whitman, Narcissa 137, 138
Vorys, John M. 81 Whittier, John Greenleaf 174
Vosberg, Mollie 237 Wichita (Sedgwick Co.) 12, 14, 30, 59, 61, 85, 161, 232, 233, 237, 280
Wichita Ministerial League 12
W Wickard, Claude R. 84
Wabaunsee (Wabaunsee Co.) 175, 176, 182 Willamette Valley 143
Wabaunsee County 179 William, Rev. — — 280

William, Edmond 280

William Jewell College (Mo.) 213

Williams, — — 268

Williams, Ed 280

Williams, George C. 268

Williams, John 280

Williams, joseph 287

Williamsville (1lL.) 269

Wilson, Lena 275

Wilson, Selina 283, 287

Wilson, Pres. Woodrow 2, 75, 211, 212, 216

“Window on Flint Hills Folklife, A: Part I, The Diary of
Elizabeth Mardin” and “Part II, The Diary of Elisha Mardin":
articles edited by James F. Hoy 186-205, 246-269

Winfield (Cowley Co.) 51, 91-92

Winnipeg (Canada) 45

Winrod, Gerald 238

Winship, George Parker 64

Winter, John 268

Winter, Thomas D.: and Lend-Lease Act 74, 80

Wisconsin: and Kansas settlement 175

Wise, Stephen 7

“Wizard of Milford, The: Dr. ]. R. Brinkley and Brinkleyism":
article by Francis W. Schruben 226-245

Wolf, Henry L.: photos by, No. 1-4 inside front cover

Wolf River 135, 138, 139, 179

Wolff Packing Company 234

Women: pioneer life, E. Mardin diary 186-205; and Women’s
Land Army 82-88

Women's Division of Farm Labor Program 8
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“Women's Land Army During World War II, The”: article by
Caron Smith 82-88

Women’s Land Army of America: in Kansas, article on 82-88

Wood, P. A. 54

Wood, 5. N. 188

Woodcock, Richard 140, 143

Woodlawn (Nemaha Co.) 135

Woodring, Harry H. 234, 235-236, 238, 240

Woodruff, I. Carl 107, 110, 111

Woods, Frank 4

Woodson County 176, 179, 181

Works Progress Administration 243

World War111, 75, 82, 139

World War I 23, 243; Lend-Lease Act, article on 72-81; posters
No. 2 cover, 83-87; Women's Land Army, article on 82-88

Worley, William 63

Wright, Robert 111

Wyandotte (Wyandotte Co.) 157, 160, 274

Wyandotte Constitution 183

Wyandotte County 177, 270

XER Radio (Tex.) 231, 232

Yankee Stadium (N.Y.) 16
Yankee Town (I11.) 269
Yeager, George 268
Yeager, Richard 157-158
Young, — — 268

Young, Jeffery: note on 44; “Pioneer Experiences: The Memoir of

Wilmot Benjamin Hull,” article edited by 44-62
“Yours for the Revolution”: The Appeal to Reason, 1895-1922:
reviewed 63-64

Zeandale (Wabaunsee Co.) 175

INDEX
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KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

A s S TATE HISTORICAL S5OCIETY

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

James L. Forsythe, Hays, Chairman

]. Eric Engstrom, Wichita, Vice-Chairman
Polly Bales, Logan

Harry J. Briscoe, Topeka

Karen M. Graves, Salina

Clifford R. Hope, Jr., Garden City

‘W. Stitt Robinson, Lawrence

Richard D. Rogers, Topeka

Homer E. Socolofsky, Manhattan

OFFICERS

C. Robert Haywood, Topeka, President
Ruth Olson, Larned, First Vice-President
Craig Miner, Wichita, Second Vice-President
Ramon Powers, Topeka, Secretary

Colene Bailes, Topeka, Treasurer

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

C. Robert Haywood, Topeka
Ruth Olson, Larned

Craig Miner, Wichita

Paul E. Wilson, Lawrence

HE SOCIETY was org d by Kansas paper editors and pub-

lishers in 1875 and soon became the official trustee for the state’s his-
torical collections. Since that time, the Society has operated both as a
not-for-profit membership organization and as a specially recognized
society supported by appropriations from the state of Kansas. A ninety-
nine-member board of directors, through its executive committee, gov-
erns the Society which is administered by an executive director and an
assistant director.

The mission of the Kansas State Historical Society is the advancement
of knowledge regarding the preservation of resources related to the his-
tory and prehistory of the state and the American West. This is accom-

plished tgrough educational and cultural programs, the provision of
msearrh services, and the protection of historic properties. The Society
operates the Center for Historical Research in downtown Topeka, the
Kansas Museum of History in west Topeka, and nineteen historic sites at
locations throughout the state.

MEMBERSHIP

Kansas History is distributed to members of the Kansas State
Historical Society. All persons interested in Kansas history and prehis-
tory are cordially invited to join the Society. Membership dues are: stu-
dent $15, individual $25, family $35, educational institutions $25, life
51000, contributor §50, sustainer 5100. _sponsor $250, patron $500, and

fi $1000 ( lly). M dues should be sent to Colene
Bailes, Corp b ", information is available upon

request. Single issues are $6.00 each available from the Kansas State
Historical Society, 120 West Tenth Street, Topeka, KS 66612-1291; 913-
296-2726.

Individuals wishing to provide additional support for the Society's
work may want to consider contributions in the form of gifts or bequests.
The Society is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization and donations are
deductible in accordance with IRS code section 170.

DO R I AL POLICY

Kansas History is published quarterly by the Kansas State Historical
Society and contains scholarly arhcles, edited documents, and other
materials that contribute to an understanding of the history and cul

reserve the right to make changes in accepted articles and will consult
wnh authors regarding such. The Society assumes no responsibility for

ts of fact or made by contributors.

heritage of Kansas and the Central Plains. Political, social, intellectual,
cultural, economic, and institutional histories are welcome. as are bio-
graphical and historiographical interpretations and studies of archeol-
OgY, ﬂ'le built mwrommenl and mateml culture. Articles emphasizing
visual doc iniscences, and autobiographical
writings also are ctmsdered for publication. Genealogical studies gener-
ally are not aooepted_

ripts are eval by ap iate scholars who
determine the smlab;]ny for pubhcahon based on the marmscﬂpt’s origi-
nality, quality of research, sgmfcam:e, and pusenl&tm among other
factors. Previously published articles or ripts that are being con-
sidered for publmahun elsewhere will not be considered. The editors

Kansas History follows the Chicago Manual of Style, published by the
University of Chicago Press (13th ed., rev., 1982). A style sheet, which
includes a more detailed explanation of the editorial policy, is available
upon request. Manuscripts must be double-spaced and generally should
not exceed twenty-five typed pages. All editorial queries should be
addressed to the editor, Kansas Hislory, 120 West Tenth Street, Topeka,
K5 66612-1291; 913-296-4784.

Articles appearing in Kansas History are abstracted and/or indexed in
Historical Abstracts and America: History and Life. The journal on microfilm
is available from University Microfilms International, Ann Arbor,
Michigan.

B T € R E:D I-T 5

Cover, back cover, mdeirmtwver,w 228, 229, 230 KSHS; 232, 233
Joseph J. Pennell Collection, Kansas C. ion, University of Kansas
Libraries; 235, 236, 237, 238 KSHS; 239 Margaret |. Merrell; 241 Pat
Mitchell; 240, 242, 243, 244 KSHS; 247 Jane Donaldson; 271, 274, 278 (bot-
tom), 282 courtesy Riley County Historical Society; 273, 277, 278 (top),
281, 285, 286 KSHS.

ERRATA

Vol. 14, no. 1, p. 29, line 3: Elizabeth Early should read Elizabeth Earl.
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The Economy Cafe, 1534 South Main, Ottawa, Kansas,
December 8, 1941.

“Yesterday, December 7, 1941—a date which will live in infamy—the
Linited States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by
naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.” When President
Franklin D. Roosevelt uttered these words and proceeded to ask
Congress for a declaration of war, at 11:30 A.m. (CST), Monday,
December 8, 1941, the customers at this Ottawa diner, their fellow
Kansans and the entire nation, listened with trepidation. But, despite
some anxiety and regardless of their political persuasion or previous
attitude toward the ongoing “European war,” Americans overwhelm-
ingly supported their president in his call to arms. With confidence
and determination, they joined him in making “certain that this form
of treachery shall never endanger us again.”

This milestone of a half-century past, along with the other events that
unfolded over the next three and a half years, profoundly changed the
lives of those who experienced it, and altered the course of human his-
tory as few single events have. In observation of the war’s fiftieth
anniversary, each issue of Kansas History during 1992 will devote
this space and additional pages to preserving in photographs some of
the moments and memories that Kansas and the rest of America expe-
rienced during World War II. “Kansas At War: The Call To Arms,”
the first of four installments, begins in this issue on page 36.

The photograph above is reprinted courtesy of Lowell Fouts (far left),
who managed the Economy Cafe when this photo was taken. Soon
after, he joined the military service, as did many of his contempo-
raries. He returned safely to Ottawa and to the restaurant business at
war’s end.
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n the 1880s, the range cattle industry experienced
unprecedented growth, ruinous decline, and
reemergence but under changed conditions in

which cattle were placed in enclosed pastures and
provided feed, shelter, and water rather than being
left to rustle for themselves on the open range. The
factors contributing to the growth and to the decline
of the range cattle industry are well known and, for
the most part, amply reported in the literature of the
Great Plains.' Weather is cited often as a factor in the
decline of the industry but few studies focus on this
relationship except for the winter of 1886-1887 on
the northern Plains and, to a lesser extent, the Texas
drought of 1885-1887.>

This is a study of the impact of winter weather on

the range cattle industry in western Kansas, an area
taken here to extend from near the great bend in the
Arkansas River to the Colorado line. It examines the
relationship between weather and cattle mortality in
the winters of 1884-1885 and 1885-1886 when bliz-
zards ravaged the southern Plains bringing death to
thousands of cattle and destruction to the range
industry. The study is based upon official weather
data compiled in Dodge City as well as upon contem-
porary newspaper reports and eyewitness accounts.

David L. Wheeler is dean of the graduate school and professor of geogra-
phy at Ball State University, Muncie, Indi

Research for this study was made possible by a grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities Travel to Collections Program.
The author gratefully acknowledges the assistance of Jimmy M. Skaggs,
Wichita State University; Patricia A. Michaelis, Kansas State Historical
Society; Katy Matthews, researcher, Topeka; and Patricia Heath, Kearny
County Historical Society.

Overleaf: Hard Winter by W.H.D. Koerner, courtesy Buffalo
Bill Historical Center, Cody, Wyoming.

1. See, for example, Ray Allen Billington, Westward Expansion (New York:
Macmillan Co., 1949); James Cox, Historical and Biographical Record of the Cattle
Industry and the Cattlemen of Texas and Adjacent Territory, 2 vols. (New York:
Antiquarian Press, 1959); Edward E. Dale, The Range Cattle Industry (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1930); Robert R. Dykstra, The Cattle Towns
(New York: Alfred A Knopf, 1968); James W. Freeman, Prose and Poetry of the
Livestock Industry of the United States (Denver: National Livestock Historical
Association, 1904); Emest Staples Osgood, The Day of the Cattleman (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, Phoenix Books, 1960); Jimmy M. Skaggs, The
Cattle-Trailing Industry, (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1973); Walter
Prescott Webb, The Great Plains (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1936); Paul L.
Wellman, The Trampling Herd (New York: Carrick and Evans, 1939).

2. Leland E. Stuart, “The Winter of 1886-1887: The Last of Whose
5,0002" Montana: The Magazine of Western History 38 (Winter 1988): 32-41;
William C. Holden, “West Texas Droughts,” Southwestern Historical
Quarterly 32 (October 1928): 103-23.
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It analyzes the weather data, explains the causes and
effects of cattle mortality, and provides a better
understanding of the contribution of winter weather
to the transformation of western Kansas from an open
range to enclosed pastures and farm fields.

This study has three major limitations. First, an
analysis of prevailing weather conditions cannot
completely explain the reported losses of cattle, but it
does provide a perspective on contemporary reports
and historical accounts. Second, since the numbers of
range cattle were determined most often by an esti-
mate known as book count and seldom by actual
head count, it is virtually impossible to know precise-
ly how many cattle were on the range at a given time
or, in most instances, to ascertain losses except by esti-
mates.’ Third, an analysis of temperature and precipi-
tation cannot account for severe weather of short
duration which could devastate herds of range cattle
but leave average conditions relatively undisturbed.

Statistical analysis of weather reports compiled in
Dodge City in the 1880s indicates that average tem-
perature and precipitation in the months November
through March were little different from that in the
decades immediately preceding and following.
Among the winters in the 1880s, 1884-1885 and
1885-1886 were decidedly aberrant in western
Kansas. Greater than average amounts of rain, sleet,
and snow attendant with high winds and low temper-
atures lay waste to the range country in Kansas and in

3. Globe Live Stock Journal, Dodge City, quoted in Breeder's Gazette 10
(July 22, 1886): 108; Hansford Land and Cattle Company, Ltd., Fourth
Annual Report (Dundee, Scotland: Hansford Land and Cattle Co., 1887), 4.
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The western range cattle industry boomed in 1867 when Texas cattle were driven north to Abilene, Kansas. Many cattle were shipped on east
while others remained on Kansas grasslands or were driven through to stock northern ranges. Trail Herd to Wyoming by W.H.D. Koerner,
courtesy Buffalo Bill Historical Center, Cody, Wyoming.

the southern Plains. At a time when the cattle indus-
try was beset with greed, speculation, overstocked
ranges, mismanagement, and the encroachment of
civilization, severe weather inflicted the final, fatal
blow bringing an end to one of the most colorful and
celebrated enterprises in American history.

The western range cattle industry was estab-
lished in 1867 when Texas cattle were driven north
to Abilene, Kansas. While many cattle were shipped
on east to supply domestic markets, perhaps after
being held over to fatten or to fetch a better price,
others remained on Kansas ranges or were driven
through to stock northern ranges extending the
industry from the Mexican gulf to the Canadian bor-
der and beyond. The industry was transformed in
the period between 1876 and 1880 by the introduc-
tion of refrigeration. Now cattle could be shipped
live or dressed to distant markets both foreign and
domestic. The availability of dressed beef created an
insatiable demand the world over stimulating pro-
duction and inflating prices which by 1882 achieved
unprecedented levels.* Large amounts of capital,
British and American, were invested in the booming
industry and ranges were stocked recklessly to

4. Cox, Historical and Biographical Record of the Cattle Industry, 1: 139-
40; Herbert O. Brayer, “The Influence of British Capital on the Western
Range Cattle Industry,” [ournal of Economic History 9 (Supplement 1949):
89; Dale, The Range Cattle Industry, 94

produce even more beef. Production in the northern
Plains concentrated on places such as Miles City,
Cheyenne, and Denver; in the southern Plains, how-
ever, no place was more dominant in the 1880s than
Dodge City, “cattle market for the entire Southwest”
and site of a regular, first order weather station.*
While the cteristics of weather stations varied,
first order stations were operated usually by full-time,
paid observers, equipped with self-registering instru-
ments appropriate to the observations taken, and orga-
nized to report complete weather data on a regular
basis. Instructions varied for the number of daily obser-
vations as well as the time of day they were to be taken.
Generally, two to five observations were made each day
between 7:00 A.M. and 11:00 PM. and telegraphed to the
War Department’s signal office in Washington.®
Weather was observed and the condition of the sky
noted at the Dodge City station at various times
throughout the day. ing 1884-1886, weather was
recorded at 7:00 A.M., 3:00 PM., and 11:00 PM.” Since the

5. William F. Zornow, Kansas: A History of the Jayhawk State (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1957), 155,

6. Lewis J. Darter, Jr., List of Climatological Records in the National
Archives (Washington: National Archives, 1942), li, liv-iv. Weather obser-
vations were recorded at Fort Dodse from June 1866 to September 1874
when the Dodge City station was established.

7. US. War Department, Signal Service, Dodge City, Kmrsns Sepfﬂrr—
ber, 1874-August, 1892, United States Weather B
Record, 1819-1892, National Archives, RG27, T907, roll :?3 [Hemﬂer
cited as Climatological Record, 1819-1892.]
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time of day when weather was observed or recorded
varied with instructions from the signal office and
depended on the availability and accuracy of instru-
ments used, the data for Dodge City may not be pre-
cise in every instance but they are the only complete
data available for western Kansas in the period
under study.*

Western Kansas is within a region that early
nineteenth-century explorers reported to be occu-
pied by a “Great American Desert.”* A diminution
of precipitation from east'to west, a lack of surface
water except for a few permanent treams, and a
short grass vegetation led some who observed the
region to believe it might ever remaina home for
nomadic hunters and herds of buffalo. By the mid-
dle of the century, weather observations taken at
military outposts and elsewhere in the region
revealed that while average amounts might be
scanty, precipitation was concentrated in‘the sum-
mer months and varied considerably from year to
year." More rain than usual in the years between
1875 and 1885 led many to believe that the climate
had changed.” The change was thought to\be the
result of extending settlement into the desert, culti-
vating the soil, and planting trees.

townbuilders encroached on the so-called -

Successive waves of cattlemen, farmers,\and

desert. There might be an occasional ebb in the
flow but each wave extended beyond the last and
was less affected by the next cycle of dry years. The
spread of civilization was believed to be changing
the climate and to be responsible for transforming
the landscape from wasteland to prairie pasture to
farmland. As a contemporary observer noted,
“when man required the plains for agricultural and
domestic purposes, its locked-up resources were
gradually unfolded to him, and his will-power

8. U.S. Army Signal Corps, Index of Meteorological Observations in the
United States from the Earliest Records to January, 1890 (Washington City:
Signal Office, 1891), 97-101.

9. Webb, The Great Plains, 147, 152-60.

10. Ralph H. Brown, Historical Geography of the United States (New
York: Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1948), 374; U.5. Department of
Agriculture, Climate and Man: Yearbook of Agriculture (Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1941), 183.

11. Brown, Historical Geography of the United States, 374.

12. Ibid., 422; Frederic E. Clements, “Climatic Cycles and Human
Populations in the Great Plains,” Scientific Monthly 47 (September 1938):
198; Robert Claiborne, Climate, Man, and History (New York: W. W,
Norton and Co., 1970), 389.

proved an agency to change and subvert the climate
and the country to his own use.”?

Growth in the range cattle industry was stimu-
lated by above average precipitation and coincided
with an increased demand for beef in world mar-
kets. The wet years ensured abundant pastures and
economic prosperity to a booming industry. Each
year the range was more heavily stocked than the
year before and while summers might be capri-
cious, winters were opef and invigorating necessi-
tating little care for the burgeoning herds. The
London Times reported:

the animals are never housed; weather is seldom
severe; . , . the cold season is tempered by the
warm Japan current which comes over the Rocky
Mountains; snow does not lie so deeply as it does
near the'Atlantic. . . . Little provision is made for
winter feeding; the luxurious grass, uncropped,
dries where it stands and leaves a natural, well-
preserved nutritive hay, from which the cattle
scrape the light covering of snow."

A document prepared in the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives declared:

the cattle of the West . . . are left to care for them-
selves in respect to shelter and can, during the
winter season, be found hovering around some
straw stack, side hill, or skirt of timber. The
ranchmen calculate to lose about three to five per-
cent from exposure, and consider it less expen-
sive than providing shelter and winter food."

Following a tour of the Plains, Walter Baron von
Richthofen proclaimed:

the losses of cattle are larger among Eastern and
European herds which are sheltered in stables
and fed the whole year round. The losses . . . are
practically reduced by long experience to a cer-
tain percentage which enables the stockmen to
calculate infallibly the profits and losses of their
business. This annual loss is found to average
two to three percent.

13. H. R. Hilton, “Influence of Climate and Climatic Changes Upon
the Cattle Industry of the Plains,” Kansas State Board of Agriculture,
Quarterly Report Ending March 31, 1888 (Topeka: Kansas Publishing
House, 1888), 142.

14. London Times, April 4, 1880.

15. U.S. Congress, House, Second Annual Report of the Bureau of
Animal Industry for the Year 1885, 48th Cong., 2d sess., 1886, Misc. Doc.
36, p. 427.
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AVERAGE WINTER PRECIPITATION
November - March, 1870 - 1900
Dodge City, Kansas
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Fig. 1. Sources: U.S. Hospital Department, Meteorological
Register, Fort Dodge, Kansas, January 1870—December 1875,
National Archives (microfilm), U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Weather Bureau, Climatic Summary of the United
States, Bulletin W, section 40—Western Kansas (Washington,
D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1930), 40-46.

Von Richthofen concluded that there was “not the
slightest element of uncertainty in cattle raising.”*
As the 1880s progressed, however, the range cattle
industry proved to be little more than a high stakes
gamble; cattlemen were “betting against God
almighty and a subartic winter.”"

Cattle acclimated to winter on the range were able
to withstand the coldest temperatures without sus-
taining serious losses when they had access to ade-
quate supplies of grass and water. If the cold was pre-
ceded by rain, sleet, or ice, especially when the season
was late and at a time when most cattle were likely to
be in poor condition, it was possible for very heavy
losses—a “die-up”—to occur.” Temperatures below

16. Walter Baron von Richthofen, Cattle Raising on the Plains of North
America (New York: D. Appleton and Co., 1885), 71-72.

17. U.S. Congress, Senate, The Western Range, Letter from the
Secretary of Agriculture Transmitting in Response to Senate Resolution
No. 289, A Report on the Western Range—a Great but Neglected
Natural Resource, 74th Cong,, 2d sess., 1936, Doc. 199, p. 122-23.

18. US. Congress, House, Report of the Internal Commerce of the United
States. Report prepared by Joseph R. Nimmo, Jr., Chief of the Bureau of
Statistics, Treasury Department, House Exec. Doc. 48th Cong., 2d sess.,
1885, v. 20, no. 7, pt. 3, p*106-7.

Fig. 2. Sources: U.S. Hospital Department, Meteorological
Register, Fort Dodge, Kansas, January 1870—December 1875,
National Archives (microfilm), U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Weather Bureau, Climatic Summary of the United
States, Bulletin W, section 40—Western Kansas (Washington
D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1930), 40-46.

the mean accompanied by precipitation above the
mean would serve to provide an explanation for the
losses, but if temperatures and precipitation were at or
near the mean, then other factors should be considered
to understand what occurred on the western Kansas
range in the winters of 1884-1885 and 1885-1886.

An analysis was made of temperature and pre-
cipitation as reported at Fort Dodge and in Dodge
City between 1870 and 1900, a thirty-year period
that represents the standard time interval used to
analyze the climate of a region in the United
States.”” The purpose was to test the suppositions
that 1) winters in the 1880s were extreme compared
with winters in the decades immediately preceding
and following, and that 2) statistically significant
departures in mean temperature and precipitation
occurred in the winters of 1884-1885 and 1885-1886
when enormous numbers of cattle are reported to
have perished on the western Kansas range. Average
minimum temperatures and average amounts of
precipitation were compiled for each year from

19. Huber Self, Environment and Man in Kansas: A Geographical
Analysis (Lawrence: Regents Press of Kansas, 1978), 51-52.
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November 1870 through March 1900. The data were
analyzed by means of a t-test, a method used to
determine whether there is a statistically significant
difference between the means of two groups of data
as shown in Figure 1.

Temperatures ranged below the mean in a
number of winters, particularly 1884-1885, but
there was no statistically significant difference in
average minimum temperatures in the 1880s com-
pared with winters in the decades preceding and
following. Figure 2 shows precipitation exceeding
the mean in the winter of 18841885, and by more
than one standard deviation in 1885-1886. When
comparing the 1880s with the decades before and
after, however, there was no statistically significant
difféerence in mean amounts of precipitation. If
mean temperature and precipitation in the 1880s
was not unlike that in the 1870s and 1890s then
weather itself cannot explain the die-ups oceurring
in 1884-1885 and 1885-1886. The most probable
explanation is found in a combination of factors to
include not only the winter weather but also
ranges stocked beyond the capacity of available
grass to sustain the large numbers of cattle grazing
upon them, barbed wire fences limiting the extent
to which cattle could drift before the wind and rus-
tle for themselves, and the farmyards and fields of
homesteaders who broke up the range to exploit
its agricultural potential.

The introduction of cattle to western Kansas fol-
lowed the Civil War and, within twenty years, the
number exceeded 900,000 or about 63 percent of the
state’s total.® Herds were brought up the trail from
Texas to successive railheads (Abilene and
Ellsworth) on the Kansas Pacific Railroad, then to
Newton and Wichita and, in 1875, to Dodge City on
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad.
Between 1875 and 1885, Dodge City became the
principal destination of Texas trail herds not only
for shipping cattle east but also for stocking local
and northern ranges. The demand for stockers and
feeders grew so rapidly that by 1880 cattle ranches
reportedly occupied all of the range between
Dodge City and the Colorado line.”” By the summer
of 1885, the range was so crowded that cattle were

20. Globe Live Stock Journal, January 11, 1887; U.S. Congress, Senate,
The Western Range, 119.

21. Leola Howard Blanchard, Conquest of Southwest Kansas (Wichita:
Wichita Eagle Press, 1931), 49.

thrown onto pastures formerly set aside for winter
and, as a consequence, went into the cold on grass
grazed summer and fall.? Formerly, cattle might
have been driven to distant ranges to relieve the
crowding but now virtually all ranges were over-
stocked, quarantined against what was thought to
be Texas fever, or clearly delineated by fences. In
the early 1880s, barbed wire fences had been strung
along railroad rights-of-way to keep cattle off the
tracks and along range lines or around pastures to
keep cattle enclosed,

cattle sought shelter and sustenance wherever

they might be found. Cattle were attracted to
the railroad rights-of-way by cuts and banks made
to facilitate construction and to level the grade for
trains to follow. The banks provided higher, dryer
ground than that found nearby, while the cuts pro-
vided refuge from inclement weather. Rights-of-way
might be plowed to reduce the danger of prairie
fires caused by sparks from passing trains but, if left
in a natural condition, grass was more abundant in
these places than in the more heavily grazed ranges
adjacent to them.

By congregating in the rights-of-way to find
refuge or to search for sustenance, cattle impeded or
endangered rail traffic.” Railroads were held liable
for stock maimed or killed by trains, allowing own-
ers to collect damages. A practical solution to the
problem was the construction of fences to prevent
stock from reaching the railroad tracks. In the
spring of 1881, the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe
constructed a cedar post and wire fence along both
sides of its right-of-way. The fence extended two
hundred miles from Dodge City to La Junta, Colorado,
a frail but effective barrier.”

Cattle owners did not grasp immediately the effi-
cacy of barbed wire but, with a rapid expansion of the
range industry in the 1880s, some began to realize
that land had to be acquired and protected. Fences
enabled cattlemen to enclose land they bought or

Before the introduction of barbed wire, range

22. T. A. McNeal, When Kansas Was Young (Topeka: Capper
Publications, 1934), 160; U.S. Congress, House, Third Annual Report of the
Bureau of Animal Industry for the Year 1886, 49th Cong,, 2d sess., 1887,
Misc. Doc. 156, p. 107.

23. Earl W. Hayter, “Fencing of Western Railways,” Agricultural
History 19 (July 1945): 163.

24. Ibid., 164.

25. Blanchard, Conquest of Southwest Kansas, 73.
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Buffalo Bill Historical Center, Cody, Wyoming.

leased, to protect grass and preserve water rights, and
to guard the land against drift cattle and homestead-
ers. With cattle confined to enclosed pastures or
restricted to the home range by drift fences, herds
could be upgraded through the introduction of blood-
ed stock and the scale of operations could be reduced.

When fencing got under way, it proceeded at an
accelerating pace. Drift fences and pasture fences
were strung as fast as wire could be obtained. In
January 1885, Topeka’s Daily Commonwealth reported
“more land enclosed with fence within the year just
past than during all previous period of the settlement
of the country. One can scarcely go in any direction

Cattle acclimated to winter on the range were able to withstand extreme temperatures. If, however, the cold was preceded by rain, sleet or ice,
cattle were in grave danger of starvation or death from exposure to weather. Riding Herd in the Rain by Frederic Remington, courtesy

but that he will encounter post- and wire-fences.”*
The range about Dodge City, open but a few years
before, was now dotted with homesteads, farm fields
and pastures, and was enclosed by barbed wire
fences.” Fencing, according to a Pawnee River stock-
man, had become “the order of the day.”*

Often the fences were of considerable length. The
Forrester brothers strung twenty-two miles of fence on
the south side of the Smoky Hill River while the sale of

26. Daily Commonwealth, Topeka, January 8, 1885.

27. Henry D. McCallum and Frances T. McCallum, The Wire That
Fenced the West (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1965), 192.

28, Kansas Cowboy, Dodge City, June 6, 1885. -
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the Diamond C Ranch on Deer Creek included a
“fenced range of about six by seven miles.”” Several
cattle pools, whose members acted in concert, erect-
ed fences of even greater length. A fence strung on
the south side of a range claimed by the Smoky Hill
Cattle Pool was sixty miles long.*® The Eagle Creek
Cattle Pool, running stock in the Cherokee Strip,
built “120 miles of four wire fence around their pas-
ture” enclosing 25,000 cattle A fence constructed
by the Comanche County Cattle Pool at an undis-
closed location on its range was 180 miles long and
required 60,000 posts and 240,000 pounds of barbed
wire at an estimated cost of $30,000.* Fences were
said to extend almost without interruption from
Dodge City to Pueblo, Colorado.®

When the range was open, cattle drifted freely
in search of shelter or sustenance. With the erec-
tion of fences, however, freedom of passage was
restricted, drifting cattle stacked up against the
wire, and available grass was consumed. Now the
range was clearly demarcated and stocked with
more cattle than it could sustain. Should blizzards
come, die-ups of staggering proportions were a
distinct possibility.

In 1884, unseasonably warm weather extended
without interruption from summer into autumn.
Tomato vines were as productive in October as they
had been in June. Trees lost all sense of season and
put forth new growth. The range was stocked heavi-
ly with cattle.* Quietly and without warning autumn
gave way to winter in the evening of November 17,
and by 1:00 A.Mm., ge City was cloaked in a thin,
white mantle. A few ays later the lowest tempera-
ture of the month was recorded, 12.1°E* The golden
days of autumn were at an end and, while the
inevitability of winter was acknowledged now, few

29. Ibid., December 20, 1884; Caldwell Journal quoted in Breeder’s
Gazette 5 (June 5, 1884): 884.

30. Kansas Cowboy, December 27, 1884.

31. Nellie Irene Snyder Yost, Medicine Lodge: The Story of a Kansas
Frontier Town (Chicago: Sage Books, 1970), 56.

32. Mary Einsel, “Some Notes on the Comanche Cattle Pool,” Kansas
Historical Quarterly 26 (Spring 1960): 64.

3. Kmsusc‘nwbay Man:h? 1835

M. Washi) quoted in Daily Commonwealth, November 6,
1884; Daily Commoﬂmkﬁ, December 4, 1884; Angie Debo, Southwest
Cowman: Reminiscences of Oliver Nelson (Glendale, Calif.: Arthur Clark
Co., 1955), 219-22.

35. US. War Department, Signal Service, Monthly Meteorological Report:
Dodge City, Kansas, November, 1884, Climatological Record, 1819-1892.

10

cattlemen were prepared for what was to come.
More than usual precipitation was recorded in
December and, for much of the winter, range cattle
were denied access to grass by layers of ice and
snow.” Stockmen who held supplemental feed for
emergencies such as this quickly depleted their
stores and could obtain no more.” Cattle were in
grave danger of starvation from lack of feed, and
death from exposure to the weather. The Caldwell
Journal described the effect of freezing rain on cattle:
“A slow misty rain n falling at early dawn and
as fast as it touched the ground turned into ice. It
was one of the brand that make cattlemen swear
great big ten by twelve swears and doubles up the
pilgrim yearling like a jackknife.”*

mperatures were 7.5°F to 10.5°F below monthly

means throughout the winter of 1884-1885.”

From December through March there was little
respite from inclement weather. December was one
of the coldest on record in Dodge City with below
zero temperatures occurring on seven days, all after
the middle of the month, and with —11.8°F recorded
on Christmas Day.” The cold continued unabated in
the days following plummeting to -18.2°F on
January 1. Below zero temperatures were recorded
on eight other days in January." The weather in
February was no better. Professor Frank N. Snow
reported to the Daily Commonwealth that “in both
mean and minimum temperatures and in the extra-
ordinary number of zero days it was the coldest
February of the coldest winter in our eighteen year
record” and that “the snowfall was greater than in
any other February except 1881.” March was alto-
gether disagreeable: blustery and raw. Gale force
winds buffeted Dodge City on eleven days of the

36. U.S. War Department, Monthly Weather Review (Washington City:
Signal Office, December 1884), 304, 312; Medicine Lodge Cresset quoted in
Breeder's Gazette 7 (January 29, 1885): 166; Kansas Cowboy quoted in
Breeder's Gazette 7 (January 29, 1885): 166; Daily Commonwealth, March
28, 1885; McNeal, When Kansas Was Young, 160-61.

37. Medicine Lodge Cresset quoted in Breeder's Gazette 7 (March 5,
1885): 354.

38. Caldwell Journal quoted in Breeder's Gazette 7 (January 22, 1885): 130.

39. U.S. War Department, Monthly Weather Review (December 1884),
312; Ibid. (February 1885), 42.

40. US. War Department, Signal Service, Monthly Meteorological Report:
Dovdge City, Kansas, December, 1884, Climatological Record, 1819-1892.

41. U.S. War Department, Monthly Weather Review (January 1885), 19;
U.5. War Department, Signal Service, Monthly Meteorological Report:
Dodge City, Kansas, January 1885, Climatological Record, 1819-1892.

42. Daily Commonwenlth, March 4, 1885.
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Great losses of stock were due to a combination of factors, g them the introduction of barbed wire fences. With their freedom of passage
restricted, unattended range cattle drifting before the winter wind often perished in large numbers along fence lines. Drifting Before the
Storm by Frederic Remington, courtesy Thomas |. Watson Library, Metropolitan Museum of Art.

month. On the twentieth, gales blew first from the succor circumstances permitted while others were
south then from the north in fitful anticipation of a left unattended to fend for themselves.* Among the R
storm which brought nearly an inch of snow and, on latter, losses in through cattle (cattle brought up the &
the twenty-third, a monthly low temperature of trail from Texas) and in feeder cattle shipped in from (
11.8°F. By the end of the month the wind subsided ~ the Midwest were far heavier than in cattle bred and
and the snow melted, allowing cattlemen to tally born on the Kansas range. Through cattle, arriving

their losses.” late in the season and often in poor condition, were
Three quarters or more of the cattle in western especially vulnerable to the rigors of winter.*

Kansas were reported to have CIperished but losses Range cattle, drifting in the winter wind, per-

varied considerably among individual stockmen.* ished in large numbers along fence lines and water

Variations in losses depended on the availability of ~ courses. They tumbled over river bluffs or slid
grass or squlemental teed, shelter or water, and care down icy stream banks and many, even if uninjured
provided the animals. Some cattle were given all the :

45. Medicine Lodge Cresset quoted in Breeder’s Gazette 7 (April 2, 1885):.

511-12.
43. U.S. War Department, Signal Service, Monthly Meteorological 46. Kansas Cowboy, January 17 and March 21, 1885; Daily Commonmuenith,
Report: Dodge City, Kansas, March, 1885, Climatological Record, 1819-1892. January 27 and February 22, 1885; Globe Live Stock Journal, February 10,
44. Oliver H. Nelson, interview by J. Evetts Haley, February 26, 1885; Kansas Cowboy, March 7, 1885; Breeder's Gazette 7 (February 5, 1885):
1927, interview file, Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum, Canyon, Tex. 198; Osborne Farmer quoted in Daily Commonwealth, March 10, 1885.
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in the fall, were unable to stand on the ice and died
of exposure or starvation.” Cattle that succeeded in
crossing water courses and in avoiding other natur-
al obstacles were halted in their procession by
barbed wire fences. Unable to drift farther and
unwilling to turn into the weather, they stood bawl-
ing before the wire until at last they dropped in
their tracks and died. When spring came, men were
employed to skin the carcasses. In April, “thou-
sands of hides . . . were [seen] stretched on the drift
fences along the cuts on the railroad between
Dodge City and Garden City.“# ..

ore than 25 percent of the cattle in Clark
M County were believed to have been lost,
while in Comanche County dead cattle

were seen “everywhere, all over the range.”” Cattle
operations, both large and small, sustained heavy
losses. On one ranch in Clark County two steers only
were found alive in a herd that had numbered 1,600,
and on another ranch forty-five were recovered from
a herd of 2,500 brought up from Texas the previous
fall.” The Day Ranch outfit branded 900 calves in the
spring of 1885 whereas 10,000 had been branded in
the same herd the year before.” The Comanche
County Cattle Pool herds were reduced from 84,000

to 7,000, although an undisclosed number of these

had been marketed.” A contemporary observer esti-
mated the pool lost only 8 to 10 percent to weather
but, even if the estimate was accurate, the losses
were enough to have had considerable financial
impact on operations.”

The spring round up proceeded as planned and
all took comfort in learning that on some ranges loss-
es were not as large as supposed.* A report in the
Barber County Index acknowledged that while losses
might have been “unusually large” they were not
“ruinous” for some at least, and given favorable
weather conditions and strong cattle prices, the range
industry would be in “good shape” once again.” The

47. Daily Commonwenlth, February 14, 1885.

48. Clark County Clipper, Ashland, November 12, 1942.

49. Ibid., July 12, 1942; Debo, Southwest Cowman, 274.

50. Fred Hinkle, The Saddle and the Statute (Wichita: McCormick-
Armstrong Co., 1961), 29; Clark County Clipper, July 12, 1942,

51. Debo, Southwest Cowman, 240.

52. Clark County Clipper, April 9, 1942,

53. Medicine Lodge Cresset quoted in Daily Co Ith, April 15, 1885.

54. Daily Commonwealth, April 2, 1885; Breeder’s Gazette 7 (June 11,
1885): 893; Kansas Cowboy, June 13, 1885.

55. Barber County Index quoted in Breeder’s Gazette 7 (April 16, 1885): 591.

summer of 1885 was viewed as an occasion to
restock the range taking advantage of cattle markets
which at the time were depressed and to wait for a
rise in demand as a means of bringing ledgers into
balance.® Cattlemen not ruined by the winter of
1884-1885 held on another year in grim determina-
tion to recover losses, but the days for wintering
stock on the open range were at an end. The winter
of 1885-1886 proved it.

Weather in the-autumn of 1885 gave no portent
of the winter to follow. Dodge City weather
observers recorded precipitation in excess of the
average in September and again in December.
“Killing frost” in the morning of October 13 and
snow on October 18 and 19 seemed strangely out of
place in a succession of otherwise pleasant days.”
Temperatures in November and December were
6.0°F abeve average.® Even though four inches of
snow fell in Dodge City during the second week of
December, rain in the two weeks following removed
all trace of the snow before the month ended.” With
the prospect of a mild winter ahead, some cattlemen
began to reduce the number of hands tending their
herds, ignoring all the while a forecast in the
Coffeyville Journal that the winter of 1886 would be
one of the worst ever.”

There was an abrupt change in the weather on
New Year’s Day and, as a consequence, life and live-
stock on the western Kansas range would not be the
same again. The day began well enough but toward
noon dark clouds appeared on the northern horizon.
A sudden wind came up bringing a spatter of rain,
then sleet and snow, as temperatures fell precipitous-
ly.” Soon all of western Kansas was in the grasp of a
howling blizzard. Dodge City reported more than
seven inches of snow piled into deep, wind-driven
drifts.” By Tuesday, January 5, the storm had ended,

56. Kansas Cowboy, July 25, 1885,

57. U.S. War Department, Signal Office, Monthly Meteorological Report:
Dodge City, Kansas, October, 1885, Climatological Record, 1819-1892.

58. US. War Department, Monthly Weather Review (November 1885),
286; Ibid., (December 1885), 311.

59. US. War Department, Signal Office, Monthly Meteorological Report:
Dodge City, Kansas, December, 1885, Climatological Record, 1819-1892.

60. Coffeyville Journal, November 7, 1885; Leavenworth Times, January
7, 1886.

61. Carl Coke Rister, No Man's Land (Norman: University of Okla-
homa Press), 46-47.

62, Craig Miner, West of Wichita: Settling the High Plains of Kansas,
1865-1890 (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1986), 166; Hays Daily
News, January 1, 1969.

12 Kansas HISTORY

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

—

www.kansasmemory.org/item/217226 ~ Page 4162/10918
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org


http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

KANSAS
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Kansas Memory

[In Progress] Kansas history: ajournal of the central plains

=St

TR 4 .msmfdvh

framlid m wnltia a{ wsa z
at the OH nomeb '

Lo M (Rusanll ‘%;J’

Lo anvwnt R

_‘-,‘_.o_‘t&.AA

The winter of 1885-1886 brought death and desolation to the range. One hundred thousand cattle were thought to have perished on the range -
in southwest Kansas. Many that survived were “too emaciated, mutilated by wolves, or crippled by the freezing cold to be of much value.”
Waiting for a Chinook by Charles M. Russell, courtesy Montana Stock Growers Association.
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and the next day was so agreeable most everyone in
Garden City was anticipating “a renewal of the open
weather of the past.”® Over in Englewood the folks
were “in their shirt sleeves and bragging about the
climate in sunny southwestern Kansas.”*

Toward sundown on January 6, the wind kicked
up again and shifted around to the northwest and
north. During the night, according to one observer,
“Cattle passing our house . . . were bawling with a
mournful sound as the bitter wind bit into their not
too fat bodies. Some would stop on the south side of

63. Garden City Irrigator, Supplement, January 16, 1886.
64. Rister, No Man's Land, 51.

the house and crowd till some would get pushed out
in the line of the storm and then they would go on
south as thousands of others did.”® The storm blew
“a furious gale” for the next day and a half bringing
unprecedented weather to western Kansas.®
Freezing rain covered the Plains with ice, then frigid
winds buried the Plains in heavy snow.” Years later
an old-timer recollected:

65. Lon Ford, ‘The Kid': Lon Ford Story, ed. Bonnie Ford Swayze
(Ashland, Kans.: Clipperprint, 1982), 10.

66. Larned Chronoscope, January 15, 1886.

67. Kansas City Times, January 1, 1946; Leavenaworth Times, January 7,
1886; New York Times, January 7, 1886.
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Just before the storm broke the weather [in Clark
County] was mild and still. As this raging bliz-
zard swept down from the north, hawks by the
hundreds and other wild fowl were traveling
with all the speed that they possessed to get out
of the path of the storm. I can remember so well
as we were playing out-of-doors this great black
bank approached striking with a bang. It raged
all night and the next day.and the next night.
Snow banks were piled high ingreat drifts which
had been swirled by a fifty mile gale

Gale force winds struck Dodge City whipping snow
before the eyes of those bold enough'to venture out
and reducing visibility to but a few feet.®
Temperature dropped like a rock and, a day later, hit
-16.2°F.”” While snow ended in the afternoon of
January 7, wind continued to push it intothigh, hard
packed drifts which accumulated to depths of fifteen.
and twenty feet; elsewhere the Plains were swept
bare except for a veneer of wind-burnished.ice.”

8, and visibility improved allowing people

to see a parhelion, or sundog, whose great
diameter was taken as a sign that ice crystals in the
atmosphere were growing smaller and the storm was.
ending.” With the storm’s cessation Dodge City, like
many another community in Kansas, lay desolate, cov=
ered in snow and cut off from its neighbors. Telegraph
wires were down, rail and road transportation was
halted. Snow plows were rendered ineffective by snow
packed so hard it had to be “quarried out with pick
and shovel.”” Three hundred men were employed to
open the railroad tracks between Dodge City and
Spearville. The snow was eighteen feet deep in some of
the cuts along the right-of-way, but the arduous task
was completed in four days allowing trains to go
through and restoring Dodge City’s contact with
points east and west.”

The wind relented in the afternoon of .']_Ia‘huary

68. Ford, ‘The Kid': Lon Ford Story, 10.

69. U.S. War Department, Monthly Weather Review (January 1886), 3.

70. U.S. War Department, Signal Office, Monthly Meteorological Report:
Dodge City, Kansas, January, 1886, Climatological Record, 1819-1892.

71. Larned Chronoscope, January 15, 1886; Kansas City Times, January
1, 1946.

72. Daily Commoniwealth, January 9, 1886.

73. Lawrence Tribune quoted in Dickinson County Chronicle, Abilene,
February 12, 1886.

74. Rister, No Man's Land, 50.

While the blizzard of January 6-8 was the worst of
the weather that winter, high winds, cold, ice, and
snow persisted throughout January and into February.
Observers at the Dodge City weather station recorded
gale force winds on twenty-four days in January and
February, below.zero temperatures on eleven days
between January 7 and February 4, and thirteen inches
of snow.™ A contemporary witness to the weather
wrote, “If snow has a commercial value by adding fer-
tility-to_the soil and hard freezing weather insures a
bountiful harvest, the destiny of southwestern Kansas
is fixed and her success assured beyond doubt.”™

The weather for January was summarized by

' Professor Smow who observed that January 1886 was:

the coldest month by any name upon our nine-
teen years of record. The minimum temperature
was not so low as in two preceding Januaries
[1873 and 1874] but the long continued low aver-
age temperature was unprecedented. Every day
of the month, except the first was a winter day
with mean temperatures below the freezing
point. The precipitation of snow and rain was
. double the average amount, and the cloudiness
unequalled in any January since 1871.7

Snow’s scientific observations notwithstanding, it was

difficult for promoters of settlement and development

to concede that weather in sunny Kansas could be
anything less than ideal. The Lawrence Tribune report-
ed that “it was a very singular and unsatisfactory sam-
ple of Italian climate. There are times we are com-
pelled reluctantly to admit, when a comparison of
Kansas weather is quite unsatisfactory with any poetic
conceptions we have of an Italian atmosphere.””™

The winter of 1885-1886 brought death and
desolation to the range. Reports of losses varied
between 20 and 90 percent, even 100 percent,
among some herds depending on range conditions,
origin of cattle, and availability of shelter, water, or
supplemental feed.” One hundred thousand cattle

75. U.S. War Department, Signal Office, Monthly Meteorological
Report: Dodge City, Kansas, January 1886, Climatological Record,
1819-1892; Ibid., February 1886.

76. Rister, No Man's Land, 51.

77. Daily Commomwealth, February 3, 1886.

78. Lawrence Tribune quoted in Dickinson County Chronicle, February
12, 1886.

79. Daily Commonwealth, January 13, 1886; Globe Live Stock Journal,
January 26 and February 1, 1886; Matador Land and Cattle Company,
Ltd., Records, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock;
Gibson, “Ranching on the Southern Great Plains,” 149-50.
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The severity of two winters, fenced land, and the advancing homesteaders combined to bring an end to the days of the cattleman in western
Kansas. “Gone was the range . . . gone was a way of life that could not endure, all swept away in the cold winter wind.” The Fall of the
Cowboy by Frederic Remington, courtesy Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas.

were thought to have perished on the range in the
vicinity of Dodge City but where cattle were fed
and sheltered, losses were said to have been
insignificant.” Later, an authoritative report in the
Globe Livestock Journal stated that between
December 1, 1885, and December 1, 1886, total
losses from various causes amounted to 272,850
head or 30 percent of all cattle in western
Kansas.* The death toll was greatest among
through cattle but heavy losses occurred in blood-
ed and graded stock as well. Cattle acclimated to
the weather survived the winter in greater num-
bers but many were too emaciated, mutilated by

80. Drovers Journal, Chicago, February 11, 1886; Globe Live Stock
Journal, January 19, 1886; Larned Chronoscope, January 29, 1886.

wolves, or crippled by the freezing cold to be of
much value.®

A few reports from the range country stated that
losses were exaggerated, perhaps deliberately so to
cover wrongdoing. The blizzard years provided less
scrupulous managers the occasion to reconcile a
growing disparity between the book count and the
head count of their herds by claiming heavier than
actual losses. Some companies on the northern
Plains having “overestimated the size of their herds
for years took advantage of the opportunity to
reduce them to a realistic figure and blame every-
thing on the weather.”® Among foreign owned

82. W. F. Sommerville to A. McKay, February 5, 1886, Matador Land
and Cattle Company, Ltd,, Records; Globe Live Stock Journal, January 26,
1886.

83. Maurice Frink, W. Turrentine Jackson, and Agnes Wright Spring,
When Grass Was King (Boulder: University of Colorado Press, 1956), 260.
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81. Globe Live Stock Journal, January 11, 1887.
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operations in particular reported losses were found
to be two to four times greater than actual losses.*

Losses among various types of cattle on south-
ern ranges may have been exaggerated in an attempt
to prove local cattle were more hardy than through
cattle or to manipulate cattle prices.® The Texas
Livestock Journal, skeptical of alleged losses in differ-
ent types of cattle on the same range and under the
same conditions, stated that “for the purposes of
covering up losses in native stock .. ..it-is considered
policy, if dogies don’t die, to kill them anyway . . .
on paper."“ el

The first reports from western Kansas may have
exaggerated losses also. Large numbers of cattle
were believed to have perished the first week in
January 1886, along the route of the Santa Fe rail-
road. An agent sent to investigate reported upon his
return that he counted only “twenty-nine between
Dodge City and Coolidge.” It is not certain from
the report whether the agent was reporting lossesin
the blizzard of January 1, or losses that must have
been considerably larger in the January 6-8 blizzard.
By early February, however, the worst of the weath-
er had ended and the Daily Commonwealth assured
its readers that, “after the unprecedented storms and
blizzards . . . have passed and the clear sky and
warm sunshine have succeeded, full reports from
every part of the country are in, indicating only a
small loss of stock.”*

As winter yielded to spring, the destruction of
range cattle became more apparent each day. Two
successive winters of heavy losses brought financial
ruin to the range industry and cries for change in the
system of cattle herding.” While the Kansas City
Journal called for “radical reform” in the way stock-
men herded cattle, the Wichita Weekly Beacon foresaw
the day when the industry would be dominated by
farmers rather than “bloated cattle kings” and
added, “these broad prairies and ranges should be
thrown open to the hardy settlers who will cultivate

84. Brayer, “The Influences of British Capital on the Western Range
Cattle Industry,” 94.

85. Morning News, Dallas, Tex., February 4, 1884; Daily Gazette, Ft.
Worth, Tex., April 25, 1886.

86. Texas Live Stock Journal, Ft. Worth, February 6, 1886,

87. Daily Commonuwealth, January 12, 1886.

88. Ibid., February 2, 1886.

89. O. P. Beyers, “Personal Recollections of the Terrible Blizzard of
1886, Kansas Historical Collections, 1911-1912 12 (1912): 106; Blanchard,
Conquest of Southwest Kansas, 76; Wichita Weekly Beacon, January 20, 1886;

Globe Live Stock Journal, February 7, 1886; Drovers Journal, Chicago, 97. Ibid
February 12, 1886. 98, Ibid.
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the soil and feed the products of their farms to good
stock.”® “Now is a good time,” the Garden City Irrigator
proclaimed, “to determine on a change. Drive the lone-
some cow on the wild prairie into a good barn, couple
her with a good bull and if you take care of her a few
years, she will not only appreciate the treatment but
return you a good ‘percentage of profit for the outlay.””
Early in the 1880s, homesteaders were being
attracted to western Kansas by an abundance of poten-
tially productive land: Access to the region was facili-
tated by Kansas land commissioners who, in July 1885,
ordered cattlemen to remove fences from previously
occupied public land; and by herd laws enacted in
June 1886, which prohibited owners in several western
counties from allowing cattle and other domestic ani-
mals to run at large. By 1885, settlement was proceed-
ingata ragid pace. Homesteads were being staked out
all over the range, and farming communities were
sprouting everywhere.” Virtually all public land in
Clark County was settled by 1886.” Farmers plowed
the range, grew cereals and feed crops, and raised
small bunches of cattle that were placed in enclosed
pastures where protection could be provided from the
vicissitudes of the “bleak and barren prairie.”*

omesteads reduced the open range not only
in its extent but also in its capacity to sustain

large herds of cattle.” In September 1886, it
was reported that “the large stock ranges of Kansas
have all been settled up.”* Homesteaders took up
the best available land, and many cattlemen found it
increasingly difficult to maintain their herds on what
remained. Cattlemen were forced to move farther
“westward to some other country which was yet
unsought for the immigrant of the east,” or to stay in
place and to change business practices.”

Those who remained in business sought to pro-
tect their interests from the weather and from the
“hardy sons of toil” who were establishing home-
steads all about.* Land was leased or bought to

90. Kansas City Journal quoted in Larned Chronoscope, February 5,
1886; Wichita Weekly Beacon, January 20, 1886,

91. Garden City Irrigator, February 27, 1886.

92. Blanchard, Conquest of Southwest Kansas, 76-77.

93. Dorothy Berryman Shrewder and Melville Campbell Harper, eds.,
Notes on Early Clark County, Kansas, 6 vols. (August 1940-September 1941), 2:77.

94. Duaily Commonwenlth, January 14, 1886.

95. Dale, The Range Cattle Industry, 130.

96. Globe Live Stock Journal quoted in Breeder's Gazette 10 (September
23, 1886): 455,
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provide a permanent base of operations, and por-
tions of the land were set aside for cultivation of
feed crops to store in the event of calamities such as
those visited upon the range in the two winters
past. The land was fenced to protect grass and
water from the incursions of farmers. Herds were
reduced in size, if the weather had not seen to it,
and upgraded in quality to satisfy a taste for better
beef. Shelter was provided. The differences
between cattlemen and farmers became less dis-
tinct and all but disappeared as stock rearing was
combined with crop production.

The problems inherent in the management and
methods of cattle herding on the open range were in
themselves sufficient to have brought about this
change. Time and the inexorable tide of the agricul-
tural frontier flowing into western Kansas made
change inevitable. Winter weather hastened it. In
June 1886, the Globe Live Stock Journal acknowled
what now was obvious, “the old days of the free
range are no more.”” Gone was the range the cattle-
men knew, gone were the great herds rustling on it,
and gone was a way of life that could not endure, all
swept away in the cold, winter wind. [KH)

99. Globe Live Stock Journal quoted in Garden City Irrigator, June 12, 1886.
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How the Law
Came to Kansas

by Paul E. Wilson

The life of the law has not been logic: it has been experience. . .. The law embodies the
story of a nation’s development and it cannot be dealt with as if it contained only the
axioms and corollaries of a book of mathematics. In order to know what it is, we must
know what it has been, and what it tends to become.

Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, ]r.[

Paul E. Wilson is a 1937 and 1938 graduate of the University of Kansas. In 1940, he received an LL.B. from Washburn
University. A longtime member of the Kansas University law school faculty, Professor Wilson is now the John M. and John L.
Kane Distinguished Professor of Law Emeritus, the University of Kansas. As the 1990-1991 president of Kansas State Historical
Society, Professor Wilson originally prepared this article for presentation at the Seciety's annual meeting, October 5, 1991

Facing page: These artifacts, documents, and publications represent various components that were influential
in the evolution of the Kansas legal system: the U. S. Constitution; an 1857 local election record; territorial laws,
statutes, and legislative journals; supreme court reports; judicial gavel; military epaulet; revolver; and attorney’s
card. Pictured in the ambrotype is political activist Gaius Jenkins whose murder in 1858 by James Lane, over a land
dispute, had major legal consequences.

1. O. W. Holmes, The Common Law (Boston: Little Brown and Co., 1881).
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he purpose of this article is to examine
antecedents, origins, and beginnings of

contemporary legal institutions. While the
focus is upon Kansas in the nineteenth century, the
study is not confined by arbitrary limits. The story
of the law’s development is not restricted by calen-
dars and political boundaries. Growth occurs in
response to social, economic, and political needs
whenever and wherever such needs are felt. The
Kansas experience is not unlike that of other soci-
eties on the trans-Mississippi frontier. Thus, occur-
rences in other frontier communities may assist in
understanding how and in what manner the law
came to Kansas.

In the complex, legalistic and litigious world of the
waning twentieth century it is seldom remembered
that only two life spans ago Kansas was essentially a
juristic void. The land upon which Kansans now live
was part of a politically unorganized area lying main-
ly between the Missouri River and the Rocky
Mountains designated by Congress as Indian country,
but often called the Nebraska Territory’ Law, as an
effective standard of human conduct and interperson-
al relationships had not penetrated its boundaries.

Law Before the Law

ior to the creation of the territorial government,
the applicable law in the region that became

Kansas is uncertain and the records of its
administration are meager. The absence of a compre-
hensive and coherent body of law and effective agen-
cies for law enforcement may not be significant. The
law is concerned with people and their rights and
responsibilities. Except for a few special constituen-
cies, subject to their own disciplinary policies and
procedures, the place that we now call Kansas was
virtually without population. To the extent that there
were no people subject to its constraints, speculation
as to the law may be academic.

Across the Wide Missouri. Most of the present state
of Kansas became subject to the sovereignty of the
United States under the Louisiana Purchase of 1803.
The act authorizing acceptance of the ceded lands
provided that the then existing government and legal
system should control until Congress should provide
otherwise.” Scholars do not agree as to whether the

2. "Act regulating trade and intercourse with the Indian Tribes,
June 30, 1834, 4 LLS. Stat. 729.
3. Act of October 31, 1803, 2 UL.S. Stat. 245.

law of Spain or of France was applicable to Louisiana
at the time of the purchase, but after the lapse of near-
ly two centuries the issue is largely conjectural.*

In 1804, Congress divided the newly acquired
domain into two parts, the Territory of Orleans and
the District of Louisiana.’ Present Kansas was part of
the District of Louisiana, which was attached to
Indiana Territory for purposes of government, and
the judges and governor of that territory were
empowered to enact laws for the district. Substantive
and procedural law was adopted and a system of
inferior courts was created, but there is no evidence
of its impact, if any, within the present boundaries of
Kansas. In 1805, the District of Louisiana became the
Territory of Louisiana, and a territorial government
was authorized.® In 1812, the territory was renamed
as the Territory of Missouri, the territorial govern-
ment restructured, and provision made for separate
executive, legislative, and judicial branches.” There is
no record that any court of the Territory of Missouri
ever sat at any location within the boundaries of the
present state of Kansas.

The Missouri territorial legislature of 1816
declared the common law of England and the
statutes of a general nature passed prior to the fourth
year of James I (1607) to be the law of the territory
except where inconsistent with the territorial laws
and the statutes of the United States.®

Four years later, a part of the territory lying east
of the present eastern boundary of Kansas was
detached and admitted as the state of Missouri.’ No
territorial government was organized for the
remainder of the former Missouri Territory. Hence
from 1820 until 1834, persons in the former territo-
ry, with significant exceptions, remained subject to
applicable federal law and to the somewhat indefi-
nite residue of the law of the territories of which it
had been a part. Jurisdiction to enforce those laws
and venue to hear prosecutions and civil disputes
were unclear.

4. A. N. Yiannopolous, “The Early Sources of Louisiana Law: Critical
Appraisal of a Controversy,” in Lowisiana’s Legal Heritage, ed. Edward F.
Haas (Pensacola: Perdido Bay Press for Louisiana State Museum, 1983), 87-
106.

5. Act of March 26, 1804, 2 LLS. Stat. 283.

6. Act of March 3, 1805, 2 LLS. Stat. 331.

7. Actof June 4, 1812, 2 LLS. Stat. 743.

8. Missouri Territorial Laws [1816] (Jefferson City, Mo.: W. Lusk and
Son, 1842), Ch. 154.

9. Act of March 30, 1820, 3 LL5. Stat. 545; Act of March 2, 1821, 3
LLS. Stat. 645.

20 KaNsas HISTORY

www.kansasmemory.org/item/217226 ~ Page 4170/10918
Kansas Memory is a service of the Kansas Historical Society ~ kshs.org



http://www.kansasmemory.org
http://www.kshs.org

