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Conditions at Camp Funston correspondence

This correspondence deals with complaints about the treatment of servicemen at the hospital in Camp Funston.
Written during the summer of the Influenza of 1918, these various pieces of correspondence indicate the extreme
concern shown for the health of the men being treated at Funston. Particularly interesting is the letter to Governor
Capper that was sent to him by "an Anxious Mother." In the letter, the unknown mother of a soldier hospitalized
at Camp Funston pleads with Governors Capper to do something about the poor food and sanitary conditions at
the facility. A complete transcription is available by clicking "Text Version" below.

Creator: Kansas. Governor (1915-1919: Capper)
Date: July 10, 1918-July 19, 1918

Callnumber: Governor's Office, Governor Arthur Capper, Correspondence Files, Alphabetical File Box 16 Folder
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Wrapier Ind.
Hq. Cemp Funston, 0.C.8. Camp Funsteon, XKanses, July 17,1918-To the Commanding
Officer, Base Hospital, Fert Riley, Kansas; forwarded.

1. For investipgation and report.

By direction of the Camp Surgeon: N
: Lo JUE A P
E.C.McCULLOCH,
18 jor, Liedical Corpe,
iy 7 Assistant o the Camp Surgeon.

N T 2nd Ind.
U.S. ARNY BASE HOSPITAL, Fort Riley, Kansas, July 19, 1918.= To the

Oemp Surgeon, Camp Funston, Kansas.

1. Returned. Attention invited to reports of inspe ctions
made by the Hospitel Inspector and Chaplain Gray, attached hereto.

Sl 5

{;""/ (- Qe Co g e e
3 Enels. E.R.SCHREINER,
Colonel, Medical Corps, U.S.Army.
Cormanding.,

ERS/1
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Z2nd Ind.
U.S. ARMY BASE HOSPITAL, Fort Riley, Kansas. July 19, 1918.= To the
Cenp Surgecn, Camp Funston, Kansas.

1. Returned, Attention invited to rsports of inspe ctioms
made by the Hospital Inspegtor and Chaplain Gray, attached hereto.

5 Encls. H.R.BCHREINER,
Colonely; Medical Corps, U.3.Army.
Comannding.
IRS/1
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U. S. Army Base Hospital
Fort Riley, Kansas.

July 17, 1918.

MEMORANDUM to Commending Officer:

L. Releting to the charges in en enonymous letter in
regard to Section G - the facts are these:

G The diet is ample, corn bread is sometimes served
but there is an sbundance of good food well prepered and meat
is served at least twice daily,

3. There is always some kind of hot drink, usually
coffee but sonetimes cocoa, ot least twice daily.

4, The white and cclored men are given separate barracks
or tents, except that sometimes when the section becomes
orowded it is necessary to keep them in the same cuarters for
a few days.

5, The same instruments are used on all men but they
sre sterilized after treating each men.

6, The men in Section G all have either gonorrhoes or
syphilis and are improving under the treatment given.

7. In the past ten days more than 150 men have been
returned te duty from this section,

2 [ e

Captain, MsR.C., Hospital
Inspector.

JH0/t
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QFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN.
U.S., ARMY BASE HOSPITAL.

Fort Riley, Kensas. July 19, 1@l8,
From: The Chaplain.
To: The Commanding Officer,

Subjeet: Report on Conditions of Mess in Section "G".

1. Careful observetion hes been mede as to conditions
having to do wiih the mess in Section "G", the genito=urinary
section,of this hospital.

2, Food is supplied for the section from the kitchens
of sections just scross the romd, It is served to the men at
Section "G" in wess kits, My observations, covering each mess
during the past two days, have besn that en ebundance of food
has heen provided, that it has been handled and served in a thor=
ougly sanitary way, and that it has been served reasonably hot.

3a Thres men, werking under this office, and who visit
section "G" every day, meking special investigations of cases,
have been consulted as to the genmeral satisflaction of the men in
the section as regards the condition of the mess., They all report
that they have never heard a criticism.

A Cer 1y

G.Chas GRAY, lst lieut. N.A.
Chaplainf

Gca/1
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