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In order for an unorganized county to be recognized by the state of Kansas, a certain number of

householders/legal electors had to petition the governor. The governor would appoint a censustaker. Initialy,
unorganized counties were required to document that they had at least 600 inhabitants in order to be recognized as
acounty by the state legislature. Over time the number of residents needed to organize a county changed to 1500
and later to 2500 residents. The census was submitted to the governor who then issued a proclamation indicating
that the requirements had been met, appointing county commissioners and a county clerk, and naming a county
seat. Not all of these documents are available for each county.

Included in thisfile are letters about the population of Cherokee County, issues on where the county seat should
be located, and boundary line issues between Labette County and Cherokee County.

Creator: Kansas. Secretary of State

Date: 1866-1912

Callnumber: Kansas. Secretary of State's Office, County Organization Files, ca. 1861-1912
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State of Hansas, ;
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in and for said County, duly authovized to take the same ; and T certify that

I am well acquainted with his hand-writing, and verily believe the signature
to said certificate is gennine, and the annexed instrument is executed and ac-

knowledzed accordine to the laws of the State.
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CHAS. H. SESSIONS. SECRETARY J. T. BOTKIN. ASST. SECRETARY

-

STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE
TOPEKA

Sept. 25, 1912.

Mr. P. 0. Wood, Soil Surveyor,
+ =« Golumbus, Kansas.

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your letter of September 17th
relatlve to discrepancies in the Cherokee snd Tabette County
lines and asking for data concerning the boundary lines le-
tween these counties.

In reply I beg to advise that this department has no
officiel data concerning these countiss exsept sSuch as is cone
tained in the verious legislative sets deseribing the same and
I fear these will not aid you very much in solving the problem.
There should be in the files of this office tho proclemation of
the Governor orgenizing the county but such proclemation is not
to be found in our files. Neither has the Governor's force been
eble to Bocate the seme or any record of it in the Governor's
office. The only paper on file in this office concorning the

organization of Cherokee county are the petitions for ogﬁan%za-
tion, the designetion of the ¢ ty seat and the appointhen

of the County Commissioners. These papers were filed in this
office on August 3, 1866, but they do not define the bounderies
of the county.

Cherokee county wes originally called MeGeo CGounty.
Its bounderies were defined by act of the Territorial logis- -
lature of 1856. These bounderies were slighbly ehanged by act
of the Territorial legislature of 1857, bub the boundaries as
defined by these acts do not seem to have much bearing on the
present boundaries of Cherokee County.

In 1860 the Territorial legislature ehanged the neme
from MeGoe to that of Cherokee county and section 1 of chapher
3l, Segsion Leaws of 1860 fixes the western boundary of the county
g8 follows; "The western boundery of Gherokee eounty shall be
the township line between Range 21 and 22, Bast."™ Section 2 of
the seme aots mekes the same line the east Houndery of Neosho
county, which et thet time extended south to the state line.

Section 1, Chapter 27, Lawe of 1866, approved February
26th, 1866, fixes the northeast corner of Neosho county at & point
on the north line of the "Osage Lends™ as established by George
VanZendt in the year 1859 t0 correspond with the southecst corner
of Allen County, extending the east line of the county dus south
to the state line. I am unsble to ®ind any record of the line
established by Mre VenZandt but records in the State Historieal
Society show thet-on September 16th, 1865 Governor Crawford directed
one G. J. Endicott to survey the "Cherokes Neutral ILends™ %o the
"Osage- Lends™ and fix the boundaries. Mr. Endicott reported the
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CHAS. H. SESSIONS, SEcRETARY J. T. BOTKIN, ASST. SECRETARY

®

STATE OF KANSAS

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE
TOPEKA

Sept. 25, 1912.

Py Oc W,
#— :

s -

north boundary of the "0sage Lands" as beginning at a point

41 1/2 miles north from the southwest corner of the state of
Missouri end running due west to the "Originel 01d White Hair"
villagewhich is situated on the right or west bank of the Neosho
river; themce mouth to the state line.

Section 2, Chepter 32, Laws of 1867 located the south-
eest corner of Crawrord county as the corner of seetion 13,
towmshlp 31, renge 25; thence west 10 the east line of Neofho
county. Seetion 3 of the same set boundse Cherokee county as
#ollows: Commencing at the southeast cormer of the county of
Crawford; thence south on the east line of the state of Konsas

bo the seutheast corner of the state; then west along the southern
bounds of the state of Kenses to the southeast corner of the
county of Neosho as defined in an aet approved February 26, 1866;
then north to the smouthwest corner of the eounty of Crawford;

then east to the point of bheginning.

Chapter 29, Laws of 1867 fixes the north east corner
of Labelte county s & point on the Sixth Stenderd Paralell whMo
the wemst lines of the "EhGIOREB Heutral Londg"™ crosse seid Sixth
Standard Poralell and extends to east lime of the county along
seid line %o the south boundery of the state. Chepter 30, Laws
of 1867 fixes the west line of the "Cherokee Heutrel Lends"
£G the east line of Labette county.

-

In 1868 the legislgture in ¢ ed the boundaries
of Cherokee county (Section 12, Chggter 24, Gonersl Statutes, 1868)
but this change was mede subject to retificetion by the vobers on
the strip between the west line of Chewokee county as deseribed by
the act, end the west line of the "Cherokee Neutrel ILends," There
is no record in this or the Govermor's office showing that an
election for the purpose of ratifying this change wes ever held.
The reoerds of the State Historical Society are to the effect that
no such election was held. Consequently it seems eertain thet the
boundaries were not effected by the act of 1868.

The above are all the acts I am able to find effecting
the boundary line between Cherokee end Iebetto-counties. It Secoms
thet this boundary line depends somewhat upon the loeation of the
"Osage Lends" and the Cherokee Neutral Lends™ snd I Jmow of no
dopartment of state government that has en officisl record or
informetion concerning these lemds. I suppose this inTormation ean
be obtained from the Interior Depambment o Washington. Regretting
ny inability to furnish you more definite information eoncerning
this matter, I anm

Yours very truly,

Se
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