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These |etters are from alarger collection of Civil War letters written by Lewis Stafford of Grasshopper Falls,
Kansas, to his girlfriend Kate Newland, also of Grasshopper Falls and later Lecompton and Topeka. Stafford
served in Company E of the 1st Kansas Infantry as a Lieutenant and then a Captain. The regiment was formed at
Fort Leavenworth. The headings on the letters are from various locations and give a sense of where his regiment
was stationed. The locations include Fort Leavenworth, KS; Chillicothe, MO; Tipton, MO; Lawrence, KS; Fort
Scott, KS; Fort Riley, KS; Trenton, TN; Corinth, MS; Grand Junction, TN; and on the Mississippi River. Almost
all of the lettersinclude expressions of his feelings for Miss Newland and he conveys his emotions about her quite
eloguently. Many of the letters describe the movement of the regiment from this place to that, the social life
(including mentions of drunkenness) in the Kansas towns where they are staying--particularly after pay was
received, and rumors about where they would be sent. Othersinclude hisimpressions of the areas through which
they were traveling and details of his day-to-day military activities. Stafford died in alogging accident on
January 31, 1863, at Y oung's Point, Louisiana. For the present, the scanned transcripts follow the handwritten
letters.

Creator: Stafford, Lewis

Date: March 26, 1861-January 24, 1863
Callnumber: Kate Newland Coll. #457
KSHS Identifier: DaRT ID: 215087
Item Identifier: 215087
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Camp Lincoln Fort Leavenworth

June 13th 1861

Dear Kate, .

Your kind reply came to hand, and it was with pleasure that I
pereused it[s] contents. All is excitement in Camp now. It is 2 ©'clock
in the morning. At midnight six companies received orders to march te
Kemsas City. The company to which I belong is one of the six. We are
to march in about two hours. Thinking that it might not be inoportume to
write you a few lines, I hastened to that object, while the Captain and
Spalding are fest asleep by my side. The Govermment sent some five or
six compenies of regulars to K. City yesterday. The force will be some
sixteen hundred strong. It is presumed there will be no fighting. How-
ever, it is determined to protect the Union men in Mo. I have enjoyed
camp life as well as could be expected. But all I have seen of the soldiers?!
life, has been the sunny side, end I am not prepered to judge how much I
shell 1ike it in the future. I am sorry to learn that some of your
kindred belong to the Confederate Army. But many are now forced to join
or loose their lives. The discussion of this topic may not be pleasent
to you. I think that the Govermment will be sustained and those that
lend their aid and assistance now, will not be forgotten by those who will
follow after us. Do not think me over ambitious or enthusiastic in this
matter. We need a Government, to have a home, to secure to us the rights
thet belong to us snd history shows that it sometimes cost thousands of
lives in order to secure these for the people, The boys are all enthusiasm
Just now. Henry Cowan just came into our temt for an envelop for Cunninghem,
it is a good joke on Cunningham. Perhaps Henry thinks he can fool some one,
The Major just called, he says that in his opinion there will not be a gun
fired. This is certainly to be hoped for.

Kate, I am happy to kmow that you love me. and are willing to ex-
press that fact to me. I love you better than ever, since you propose to

remain single two or three years, and zo to school. I am in hopes that by
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